




RIGHT HONORABLE 

JL^OT FR^JVCES SMIMUEY. 


Madam, 

I F Christianity was inconsistent with true politeness fW pre* 
judicial to real happiness, I should be extremely injudici* 
ous, and inexcusably utigrateful, in presenting these essays 
to your LADYsffTf. But as the religion of JESUS is the 
grand ornament of our nature, and a source ot the sub- 
limest joy, the purport of the toUowingpatfes cannot be un'* 
worthy the countenance and proteciiori*or the most accom- 
plishea person. Neither can ihcte be a wish, moire suit* 
able to the obligations or the dictates of, n grateftd heart, 
than yon may expt rience wh^t you read» and fe wnat you 
patronize. * 

H 

Did religion consist in a formal round of external ob$cr* 
vance$, or a forced submission to some rigorous austerities, 

J Should not scruple to join with the infidid and tlic sensual* 
ist, to dread it in one view, and to dci’pne it in anotfer. 
You n**ed not be informed. Madam, that it is as mut^h 
perior to all such low Jorbidding singulariftes, as the 
heavens ate higher than the earth. It is describ’ed by an 
^uthdf, who learnt its th^^ry regions 6f paradise, and 

wh^o cHsplayed Its efSeacy in his own most c,x<‘mpjary cour 
vei^|ln^-**‘It is tjjUsdra^ibed by that incomparaMe author; 
The Kingdom pjf OOUy, h "tiet ^ent and dr nk, bn$ rigide^ 
tmsmm^ mdpmce, andp^ in tht OflQ vT. 

To be feobttailod to the omnipotent bo intC'i i 

mted in the dbsearchabk of be it* 

' i I 
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nev^’ed m our hearty and influenced in oiir lives, by the 
s i!,t nfving operations of the diy^ije SPIRII — 1 his is evan^ 
gf'licul ri‘i;hteoij'iness.-“-This is senuinc religion. This 
M•‘DAM,,is the king<lom of GOD established in the soul. 
--How benign and inviting is such an institution ! How 
lionorable and advantageous such a state ! And from such 
privileges, what other eFecls ran H'^w, but peace xokich 
pause!h all uncleistanding ? I hat juy, zcnich is unspeakable 
and glorious ? 

Ts there any thing in the amusements of the gay, and 
pursuits of the ambitious, of greater, of equal, of compara¬ 
ble value ? Is not all tlsat w ealth can purchase, all that gran¬ 
deur can bestow, somewhat like these glittering bubbles, 
which when viewed arc emptiness^ w'noit grasped are no-- 
thing f W hcreas, the comforts, the benefits, the hopes of 
chrisM’anity, are at once supremely excellent, and infinitely 
durable. A portion, suited to the dignitv of a rational soul; 
large as its faculties, and immortal as its being. 

All these blessings are centered in CHRIST ; were 
purchased by CIIRiSl'; are communicated from CHRIST. 
—It is fot want of knowing those boundless and everlast¬ 
ing treasures of pardoning, jushfping, saving merit, which 
tltc LORD JESUSCHRIST possesses, and which he free¬ 
ly dispenses even t(^ sinners, that so many unthinking per¬ 
sons are attached to ignoble objects, and beguiled by dela- 
601 y pli'asures. Vnhappp creatures ! Wiiat can they do, 
but catch at .diadous, and stoop to,trifles, while they are ig- 
norar.t oi the grand the substantial, the exalted good ?—It 
js for want of duly attending to that fullness of grace, and 
^hat plcnteonsnes,5 of redemption, which duell in our most 
adorable SAVKjUR, that so many serious persons are stran¬ 
gers to the tranquillity and sweetness of religion : are sub- 
. ject to all its restraints, but enjoy few', if any of its delights. 

' Mistaken zealots ! How can they avoid the gloomy situa- 
j, pop and the uncomfortable circumstance, so lung as,they 
ivilhdraw from the SDN OF RIGHTEOUS- 

^ESS »in4;i& ali-cbearing beams ? 

nally under his heavenly 
fully assured of his dying; 


live cbntin 
Re more 






iove, and hav« brighter, st'Il brighter manifestations of his 
immense perfections ! Bj these delightful views, and by 
that precious faith, may your heart be transformed into his 
holy, his amiable, his divine image 1 Your happiness vvij 
then be just such as is wished, but far greater than can be 
expressed by. 

Madam, 


Your most obliged, and 

Most obedient humble Servant, 


JAMES HERVEY. 




PREFACE, 


nr^HE reader will probably expefl. fome account of thren- 
fuing work ; ar d, to gratify him in this particular, will be a real pica* 
lurr to the author. 

The beauty and excellencv oF'^he rcriptures—the ruin and depravity 
of human nature— ts hipr-v r iovety. founded on ihc atonemnir, and 

hv the Sl’iRrhT of CH'^ IST—ihefe arc fome of the chuf points, 
ymdicited, illuflrated, auil applied in the following fhects.—Bui the 
gjand article, thnt whu'h ni.’kcj the principle figure, is the iMrucKB 
KI GHTEOUSN of our divine L051D ; from jvhence ari.es our juni¬ 
fication before iJOD, and o-if renewed title to every heavenly blelling. 
An article, 'Alncli, though cinineut for its import-^nce, feems to belit¬ 
tle uuderftood, and lefs regnded; ii not much miftaken, and alrnoll for¬ 
gotten. 

The importance of this great evangelical doflrin?—how tvorthy it ig 

of the molt attentive cc'ufideracion, and of univ rlal acteptance_is 

hinted in the fecond dialogue. So that I need, m this place, do no¬ 
li 'ug more, tnan give the fenie of a pjffage from Witfius, which is 
there, introduced in the notes.—“ The doctrine of juflihcation, lays 
‘‘ that excel'.nt author. Ipreads itfelf through the whole IvHein of 
“ divinity. As this is eulurlbiidly eftablilhed, or fupcrhcallv touch- 

ed; folly ffat'd, or fiightiy diliniifcd; accordingly, the whole 
“ /liuftuie of rclig 0 . 1 , either riles graceful and rn.iguihcent, luperior 
“ to aliault, and beyond the power of decay ; or elic it appears difpro- 
“ portiona e and d. fettive, totters on its foundation, and threatens 
“ opprobrious fall 

The defign is exe'.'uted in the form of dialogue. Thofe parts only 
excepted, in which u was not eafy to cany o,i a ronyerlatio,., and af- 
fign to i-ach per on a proper degree of fignificuncy. Here, to avoid 
the coiiimon imputation, of bunging upon the ftage a mute or a flia- 
dow—one who fights without weapoms, and fubmits without a con- 
teil—tnc fecne fiiifi.s, O .i g.^nilemeu feparate ; and, in Head of con- 
verfing, enter upon an epjftulary corrslpondcncc^ 




vm 


Tht* (Ii form fcems, on many coufitlcrations, a very clv;'h!e way- 

—Mertfbv, the author gives aa air buth of d\<4;aiv aid of 
niod^Uyto lih {irntiments. Of dignity ; bv <lei!veiiiig taem fie.n the 
Ti.nvit.h'' of pcrh'ns. in every rrfpeft I'uperiorto himlelf. mnd^ity ; 
bccanie \vc no longer coniider him in the raifed, but iri''’!<lu)us capacity 
of a teat her. Irifiuat! of tailing us to Ins feel and ditliifing his pre¬ 
cepts, he gratilies our curiofuy. He turns bark a curtam, -and admits 
us to lome reinarkahie interviews, or iaterefting co ifercuces. VVe 
ovcr-heai, by a kind of innoceiit or imaginary ilealti', the debates whirll 
pals in the ret elTes of privacy ; which are carried on. with the mofl 
unreferved fterdovn of (pecch, and opernefs of heart.—A t ircuniflanc'*, 
which will apologize for lome peculiarities, that might i>therwiSe b« 
inconfdlent with humility, or olfenuve to delicacy, PaiticuUrly, it 
may obviate the dilguft, which general 1 \', and indeed defervediy, attends 
the frequent iiuruhon of that ambitious and usurping little i»o:ioiyl* 
lablc, 1 . 


The names of the prrfons are prefixed, each to his rerpenive fiiare. of 
the diicourlf ; m imitation of Cicero, and tor the reaons which h? al- 
fious. O.i.ili ensm ipfos induxi loqu mtes : ne li.qaam and Inqult 
Iscium Hit'-T ponerentur. Atque id eo f ci, ut tanq tam pt aelentib is 
coi .111 iuben Si.rmo videretur. Thw me hud, he veiyjuftlv intimates, 
is icmuvcd fart heft from the narrative, and makes the ncareltapproachc* 
lo life and realitv. It quite feentes the author ; and, by introducing 
tlie perlbns themfelves, tenders all that p.dlVs entnely their own.—It 
pievents likewde the repetition of thofe interlocuioiy words, he laid, 
he leplied. Whish, unless the Ipeeches are very long, mult frequently 
recur, and have no pleafing effeft upon the ear. And if the Ipeeches 
cic long, the tpiiit of cimverfatton is loft. Ttie alh)rio.Les are uo long- 
ei talking , but one of them, or the authoi, is lecturing. 


Though I have fo much to fay in behalf of the model, I have very* 
little to lay with regard to the execution—unlels it be to confelsthe de¬ 
ficiency. There ,s not, I am lenfiMe, that peculiar air »nd diftinguilh- 
ing turn, which fliould mark and characterize each Ipeaker. This is 
what the nature of hnilhtul dialogue requires, and what the author ap¬ 
plauds in h.nsf very iuperior writers. But, not having the ability to 
copy it, he has not the vanity to affeft it.—Neverthelefs, the attentive 
leader vul!, all along, peiteivc a difterence in the fenriment, if not in 
language. The niawrials vary, even when they run inic<ihe iame mould* 
and take the lame loim.—In the diftion alio there muft be lo .e divcr- 
fify. Beraufe, fcveial of the objetlions are propoled in the very words 
of one or two eminent \\ liters, who have appeared on tlie other fide of 
the queft'on, Thele are not particularized by the maik of quotation; 
bccaufc, the man of reading will have no occafion for the afliftance of 
fuch an indix, and the man of tafte will probably dilcein them by the 
linguiarity of the ftyle. 


Some of the following pieces, it muft be acknowledged, are of the 
coutrovcrfial kind, A Ipecies of writing, leaft miccpiiblc of tlic gra* 
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CCS, which embellifli compofifion ; orr<th?r mofl: cleflltnf-e of tlic at- 
tratlivcs, which rittentinh, and create tUdight, — Yet I lijvc lomc- 

times thought, that it is not abioUucjlv impoiribu*, to tn’k? even the 
fterri fare of ' ontroveriy wear a hnile ; and to reap lomc vjlu. h.e fruit, 
i'o.n the tugoerl fmrows of di^putatien, W'he'ticr this is eh'i'teil iti 
tlir preleni woi k, the public mufl judge; that it lias been attempted, 
tlie authvir may he perniitted to declare. 

To foft''n ilir alperities of aigument, views of nature arc interfnerfed, 
'"I haw if tliC tomrr Ihould carry the appearance of a tude entangled 
i”.' or of a fiosMiing gloomy rccefs, ther' may he iome agreeable op- 
’"e:, and lighi.ome aveitucs, to admit a prolpeet of the country ; 
w.',’< ti IS a'wa\$ arrayed in charms, and never fails to pleal'c. 

i'U ’ author confen'''s a very pecuhar fondnef, for the amiahfe fcencs 
. TCiltoii. It i‘i ■ IvTcfoie not al ail impiobable, but his excun'ions 
fT, t^'is t<»pir may 'o* uf the difi'ulivc kintl, and his deiciiptions ionie- 
jt Uixuriai t. It is hoped, Inmevei, that the beuevo.cnt reader wll! 
ii'. ..!gc’ him i’( 'I IS favoui'te hoblc.—If anv flioukl fevd the laiiie ; re- 
.i!g p-ilooM ;.-.r<he hi' oi of n ifurr, his pidhble thi-f-- jHiions 
. he i.en onl', lo v xr, le, hot to appiove ihe l.oj i ; 

0 take pan w.t'i tlV' loVf, tvtu in o]ipo‘atiOii lo the < run., 

r ifhcr to ilit'c [’ '"v the r*rme. Ikelf hes of p! iioiophy ate introdneerj, 
i . V to he Lii.uei ll ood, and t-ilculaled toent.,ili!n the imagiuatioij, as 
as to impiMV'" t.i" '•■"ail. More particularfy, to di nl-y the wiie 
I'^mencet.! d * p' c! piovulenee. in t!.e vario is app jiances and 
'jberlc's nro'i; r.'.or.s of the rnaicnai woild. Neither ar- ihelf ie_ 
X 'ks alto.pthci toieopi to liieiiK'm uoirit. But. as f.ti as i''r v oiul rs 
<'t ' .ejljOii iTi.iy eoin[io.'t with the nciies of grace. iiib,(‘’rvc t!;« t'cncrai 
Cl'ih 

fo the choice of inv riibj‘'6ls—'ome peopi.' ! ave ilebred to Ire u 

in 'ci:! v-, agaiuib ihe l.i[h>onah!f ?.:k' pr don i,''';i: Vwfs (A tin- a^e,_ 

'i ■ >',,1 • pjjIX henrl, would be bke pirkuig < ll li e naves, sn t.ippui';' 
a-., 'y thi twn s, from loiiie over-grown aii'l i f>Xi i m tier. Wavirjc’ 
tins tcihous micl iiirl’lt^u.il toil,] svoukl rath; i l.i, in - .ixc i. l|ic 
L't ibe kiTowicc.oe and io\ c of CifRlSl' take i.h'fc ;n tin iit..ir, a,id 
not oiiiy a few ot tiie branches, but the whole body or hn wiii tad if 
once. 

Some would hnv'e the author inCft upon the rordcientinns olinmv.iti- 
on of the labbath. lut ulcate tbs daily woifiii • o' (lOD iti tiie family, 
and urge a devout attendance on the public oidui uices of relnoon.-L 
But wiicn a person is convinced of fin, and made Uniihle i f iMieiy ; 
when he has t.uied the good wotd of ffOD ruil fun in fauii I'lc 
I^ORD's CHRIST -f, lie >eill want no iolicitat.cn oi nickc; •.eut, to 


• >h.'n, vi. fi. 


i Lukr .. fN 
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fhefe mean* of graff«, and excrcifes of godlincft* He will have juft thf 
lame tiiipofitiori to them all, as the hungry appetite has to wholcfome 
food, X)r the new-born babe • to the milk of the breaft, 

/ 

Others may imagine, that I havenegletted the interefts of morality j 
hecaufr, here is no proh-fTod attempt lo delineate its duties, or enforce 
j^s praQice.—Ijel thele pertons remei.ber, that moralitv never make! 
fuch vigorous Ihoots, never produces Inch generous ttuit,as when en¬ 
grafted on evangelical principles.—And if I do not crop the r)ink, tlie 
JTofe, and the carnation; il I do not gaiher the p.ach, ihen.»£^j.|ine, and 
the pine-apple ; and put th n\ nrtoniv reader*s hmd, for his^mmediato Tf 
enjoyment ; I am endeavouring to fow the feeds, and plant the roots, 
in his garden; which, if rh..‘nihed by the favorable influence of hea¬ 
ven, will yield him, not an occahonal, but a conftant iupply of ail. 

As fcveral texts of feripture come under confideration, cnticifms 
upon the original are frequently fubjoined. In order to clear up fome 
difficulties, to reftifv lonne miftranfl uious, or point out the many deli¬ 
cate and mafterly ftrokes, which occur in the Bible. —And glad ftiould 
I be, fxtremelv glad, if I might recomrnend and endear that invaluable 
bsok. If, as the divine REDEEMER- ndeth on in the word of tnuh, 
of inecknefs, aj.d rlghteoiftnefs, this h'ncl might Icatter a palm brancli, 
or this performance might lie as a floweret, to ilie v his way, and 
foleranize his triumph. 

In the c.ouiTe of the clifputation. I dire not fuppofe, that I have dlf- 
cufled all the arguments, which lagacilv may d^ vae, or lopluflry urge, 
perhaps, I h-ivc not remo' ed all the Icruplcs, which niiv awaken pre¬ 
judice, or t'uihairais inregiitv. This, however, I in,'y venture to affirm, 
fh.at I inyfelfhavc met witii no confiderable ohjeciion, which is not ei¬ 
ther r::orcny anlwer.d, or virtually leluted, iu ihr ic conferences. And, 
though I fliould neither lalisfy nor fiKnce the giiniaycr, I ffiall think 
jny endeavours happily emjiloyed, cf they may ihrow light upon the 
dim appreheufion ; eftahlilh the waveriug faith ; or comtort tfle atilict- 
ed confcicnce. 

If any fliould hinleique or ridicule thefe, venerable tr'dliv, and exalt¬ 
ed privileges, ] IimII only lay with my divine MASTER; O ! that 
thou h-idll kr'iuvii, in this thy day, the things that belong torhy peace ! 
but now they aie Ird, n is evident from luch a pincedure, they are hid 
from thiue eyes.—Should any, in the Ipint of decency and candoi, 


* I F<-i. (i. This ron;psri(on i*, perhaps, the moll esaft and nrpreffive, that words 

|ian form, or faiic'’ couckivc. Babes coset nothing but the milk wf the breaft. They fire 
jnilitrcreiil .ihoiit all other iliin^s. Give them uches, give them hoi)or>i, give then, wh-it- 
fvei you plcite, wiihmii this rich, dehcimis, balmy nutriment, they will not, they cannot 
Ini iaiufied.—How hfcly docs this iliuftrate. and how forcibly mcuicate, whavour LOilU 
ftilea, the ftngk eye, and the one thing uredful! or, ilie lalutary do6lriues, and delightful 
privikgesol the ;;'»lpei; together with that (iiprcme value tor tlicin, and undivided com- 
pkcettcy in them, vyhich arc the ULllinguilhing charadcr of the ciiuiiiau! 




feifher ftiTt new, or revive ol<3 oMesfikictts, I donW not, bu< tb^vA-ill re¬ 
ceive both a du? f-xaminativm 9ua'''aj.>rope» rej>lv' A“, thel'e d.ii'.rin;' 
enter into the very fffencc of §bfpel^anfl • safiifutc ■; r.h'iv oi 
our religion, they cait iiever vV«t]it; a of advp/’iare-. lo as 

the fun andi irioon-^ttHiurei-^For ■my own'pari, T muft leave to re¬ 
tire froiji t'e Ufls, and lay down the weapons ot cotitroveify* Virvil’s 
language ifc my idolutton'j 

Ddeedsm, exp\fbo NumerhiAi reddarqne Tenribris. 

. The declaration is made, hot from any the leaft: f jfpiciqa. that ray. 
tenets are indcfei.libli*but becaulc f , would'appriite ray fVf.-nds, and' 
t* e friends of our co r.moh chriftlanity, iJiat the heU is cl. .ir ■ .ul o;; n 
fc rthein to advance; that I refign to others the glorious comb.ir ; ;;..d 
fl.dl coiuent myfe'.f with widiing them' fuCcets in the-nanje ri the 
LORD-—Becaufe, it becc.noa a perfpn in , my declining Hate, to he 
more peculiarly intent upon vntountfenng a different'advcrlary ; whrt is 
furc to oveiTorae, and never allows, quarter. Yst-^ by thi.s word of iny 
Teftiniouv. and by the blood of the LAMB *, I hope to triumph eVen 
w-hen 1 fall; and to be raor.i than conqueror, thrdhgh JEHO^’Ail my 
rmlileoulnels. 

Should any thing be nvg. d, ^'orr ihlc enough th overthrow my arg.i- 
oicnts, or det-ft a raidak- ni niv ientiinents, the world niAy depend 
upon kH'ing a fr'^e md sia.liHen'Lhed rctraftation. I^ihall look upon it 
as a duty, which I owe to i,;y conicience,' to niV .ead'trs, and to my 
LOD, publicly lo a< knosvh dye the erriU'.'“tt ii o; c t hir. ro befilrnt ; 
another VO be obfl mate. A^ I iball iiiil-xiblv achu’re to I 

woulu, wiih •<].!.1 fc.dmeis. u-nounce ib '7 iaft. Though 1 wdihdraw 
from the llnlcct p-ns iiui <T tongues,! flaalt tik" rue to pie('*rve a 
mind, evei acct ITiblc lo truth, ever open to cotivui'fn. , A trind, in- 
hnitelv more rof,c,.*rntd ior the 'luptv and prolperU/ of the eCi'rl.o'hing 
goipel, than lor the picvaience of ray own opinion, or the credit oTray 
own performance. ■ "^ 


As I have the happmefs of beio^ a member, and the honor of beingt 
a no niftcr ot the reformed idlabUlbed church; 1 cannot but 1 ricct, 
■With a peculiar pieaKin , that cvcfy ..^l^rinejdf nr.ie, riicimr.''iir I iuth^re 
dialogues and letiers, is citlicr impliitdip',. bur 1,'tumv, m om- 

articl^ or tauglu in our '■ " ' '-''‘wi'e ibnic degree 

of latisfacdc.n to obkrve, thut thtt:^mo4’’matfiiai <d'ire ""ntimei.t huve 
b6en adopfed by Niiiton ; are 'it^^li^^S^rdted into ids ihraclUe -. ind 
add dfgniTV to t>’c fhhlime^ p^^^li- thc wmId. r>< nave f e h gi.eft 
bnmail authority, ana the of the nation on a writer's hde. 
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is no contemptible lupport. This muft furely give z fanftion, where- 
ever our religious cftablifiiment is rev<renc;«d, or polite literature is held 
in repute. Yet even'this, laiiaiop, icopipHTftd .with the oracle of yeyiela- 
tion, IS only like & range of^cyphcrs, cotinci^d with the initial figure. 
Which, were tliey detached, would be infigaificant; but, infuch a lub- 
ordmation, are corifiderable. ' 

Perhaps, it Ihjouid be farther acknowledged, that I have not always 
confinedTinyfelf to the method of our fyfteniatic writers, nor followed 
their train of thoughts with a lOrupulouS regularity. I would condaft 
Mlow-creature to the fupreme and eternal good, CHRIST JESUS, 
T.have cltoien the path, which feemed raoft agreeable and inviting, ra¬ 
ther than mbit beaten and ftequented. If this leads, with equal cer¬ 
tainty, to the great and defirabie and, I dare promifc myfelf an eafy ex- 
cnle. However, that method and order, in the doftrinal parts of the 
plan, are not wholly negletlcd, the following fummary of contents may 
fhew. 
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Extremelyshady B'^nver—Tru^ Me¬ 
thod of derivinsr Btsnejit from the Classics—^The woadertul 
Structure and CEcQt^my of the human Budy: 

DIALOGUE XIIL 

Walk upon the Terrace—Depravtry of human Nafditt 
lard open, a id proved from Experience—Uses ot the Doc¬ 
trine, and its Subserviency to the grand Point. 


DIALOGUE XIV. 


Theron alone in the Fields—His Soliloquy on the Charms 
of rural Ndturc—I fis P.eHccrions on the past Conferences 
—A'itxi-io reinforces his Arguments for the fiuputatiorr of 
C! 1 1(IS S ’.' Ri ;>ht<^T*);i:,nv.ss—Recommends Self-Examination 
the Ket\)in ,7 of a Diary, and Prayer for the enlightening 

SPli<lT-^iX’parto, under an Engagement to correspond 

by Letter. 


LEiTER I. 

Aspasio opens the Corre.spondence with some important. 
Articles of L>uty ; designed to lacidtate Self-Examination, 
and promote Conviction of Sin. 

LETTER II. 

Theron, convinced of the Iniquity of hi.s Life, and the 
Evil ot his heart, sees the necessity of a better Ivigirteous- 
pess than his own—Desires a farther Explanation, and a 
fuller Proof, of the Doctf^e udder Debate. 

'1 J '' r 

LETTER III. 

Aspasio proves the Point—from the Liturgy-the Ar¬ 
ticles--the Homilies of the Cnurch ol England-ar\d 

the Writings of the Fathers. 

' ' ' ' : - 

Accp. iaa^L9AS...'DBM^f> 



COOT®™. ■ 

LETTER ly. 

I ^ Aspaslo rc-esfablishes the Tenet, from tko Sertptures of 

’ tbe Old Testamenr. 

'""fo ^ 

LETTER V. 

* ^ i 

Aspasio relates a remarkable Panic-—Terrors of the Day 
of Judgement—CHRIST’S Rigiiteousness and its Imputa- 

: largely demonstrated froui the New Testament. 

f' '.f •'>' ^ - 

LETTER Vr. 

T1;icr<^ takes a cursory View of the habitable Creation-- 

; Tifac^^ the Perfections of Nature, through the Earth,^ Air, 
aod Pirc——Admirable Construction, and advantageous 
l^ects, ot these Elements. 

' 'V 

LETTER VIL 

^ Aspasio takes occasion to display the no less admirable 

Perfection of CHRIS Es Righteousness-Its Priiiciple— 

pxtent-Perseverance. 


LETTER VIII. 

r' 

" Aspasio describes a drought-Majesty and Beauty of 

the Sun, after a Night of Rain-^’Fhc meritorious Excel- 

flencyof CHRIST'S Righteousness illustrated, from the 
Magnificence of his Works, and the Divinity ot his person. 


LETTER IX. 

■ Jheron’s Account of the tVestern Cliffs-the Wonders 

if'the Ocean——and the Benefits of Navigation. 

; , ' LETTER X. 

' 'u' i's' ' ' 

Aipasio enumerates the much richer Benefits, resulting 
the Imputation ot CHRIST'S righteousness—Shews 
Happy Infiaencc, on Holiness of Heart, and Obedience 
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LETTER XI. 

Aspasio exe«nr>lifi^:?s the last Particular, in two very me¬ 
morable Instances—Especially, in the Conduct of Abraham, 
offering up his son Isaac. 

letter XII. 

Aspasio touches upon Union with CHRIST—How dt" 
scribed in scripture- -Its blessed and glorious Effects. 

DIALOGUE XV. 

Aspasio revisits Theron—^I'heron under AnxietV^ of spi¬ 
rit—Partly to entertain, partly to comfort his Friend, Aspa¬ 
sio enlarges upon the Bi>infty, of the CREA FOR, both in 
the animal and veg£:aolc World—The new Convert is slow* 
of Heart to believe l^erfect Freeness, with which the Evan¬ 
gelical Righteousness is bestowed. 

DIALOGUE XVL 


Harvest Scene—Phile.svjGa vr 
Ever-G reens— CHRIST w.l hisR- 
ners ; for the chief of sin^.tf^ . ruerei 
anv jTOod Q,uaiifications whatevc-, 

y O 


'.s—-Sratues—-Grove of 
;'('.'oiii»ncss fre<; tor sin- 
' as sinners ; without 


DIALOGUE XVII. 


View of the Country, through a fine Vista—The Nature 
of Faith—Is an appropriating'persuasion—Assurance of my 
title, and a Personal Application, enter into its Essence. 


DIALOC^tFE XVIII. 


A terrible Storm—Retreat to the Summer-house—Mo¬ 
tive* and Ent oura^^miei.rs to that bkssed Aisurance, 
for which the Inreg h -g Dialogue pleads—Some observati-,, 
ons on, what U usually called, the direct and reflex 
Faith. .:j l> 



sWit co?r#Nts 

0UtOGV£ XIX. 

A Riv<‘f Vpjrag^^tfisi 4ivcrst|eii 
tinie Mappiness--“A4v*cv<;&g<?8 ^ r#«^A ‘to^bmtioii pf 
^Cfcspel artd iti ft KW 

OHR is i’^s Ri^tttoames^ appW to Me of 

and every tfeie of Need, ’ 




DIALOGUE XII. 


A HE sun was fiercely bright, and the sky with¬ 
out a cloqd,***-^Kot a breathe fanned the woods; not a gale 
curled the stream.—jjXhe fields, exposed to all tlie fiery 
beams, were like a glowing hearth.—The little birds, over¬ 
come by the potent influence, lost for a while their tunelul 
notes. Nothing was beard in the garden, but the drowsy 
hum of becb, and the moan-like buz of winged insects.— 
Ail nature seemed to languish. The flourishing meads 
looked sickly; the gayest blossoms began to fade ; the 
sprightliest animals, if not reposed under some cooling 
shelter, panted for breath, and hung their drooping heads 
amidst the all-surrounding blaze and the most uiiaullerabie 
heat. 

Aspasio disappeared since dinner. None could tell 
whither he was gone.—Theron, as soon as the tea equipage 
was removed, took his way to the wood. Longing for ti\e 
thickest shade, he hastened to the centre. Tlie avenue 
consisted of a serpentine walk. Which, alter h iving pre¬ 
sented )ou with several species of plant., and sevcial de* 
grees of vereure, ends in a large circular area: not cover¬ 
ed with a Gneian or Roman temple, unmeaning imitation 
of Pagan idolatry; bvit surrounded with aged and princely 
oaks. The coalition of whose branches, threw over the 
gi^asssy plat a m .jeuie rural dome; and thfir unpierced 
foliage imbrowmi Ific noon-tide hours. 
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In the midst, and feleyatcd'on a.-squafe ' 

representing the venerable Elyah.^iii a 
—-with liis hands stretched out, and 
His attitude^ his air, his eveiy 
comment on those strong: 
ture; /^7/,-e holdon GOD * 

pour out your hearts before side of 

destal, were engra\*en die^Prie«rs;hif Baal j in frantic ertid- 
tions calling upon their senseless fidityj and gashing themi* 
ing themselves with unavailing wounds.—On tllc-6tder, 
was exhibited,' in basso-reliev6^ the adoring Tishbtfe altar; 
his vktim burning with fire from the LORD, even While 
the Water ran from every limb, and overflowed the trench 
below. - 

A remote cascade tumbled from a craggy rock. The 
very stream, like its master, seemed in haste- to. escape 
from the intense and raging heat. With hurry and impe¬ 
tuosity, it rushed into mis grand harbour. But here, im¬ 
pressed, as it wore, with the unexpected solemnity of' the 
scene, it suddenly checked the tumultuous wav And, 
liaving just saluted, pr kissed the skirts of this revered spot, 
turned aside into a most sequestered path. As sonic heed¬ 
less triflcr, who bolts unawares into the royal presence, 
stands struck with reverence and awe, or retires with pre- 
cijiitance and confusion. 

1 he deep gloom, shedding a kind of night, even when 
tlic sun glared in-the sky—Not a whisper stirring, among 
so many iniiliojis ot leavesand all their warbling natives 
liushcd in silence. The sonorous toll of the distant cas¬ 
cade, and the liiiKling chime of the nearer rill——The pro- 
t^pnd adoration, and fervent devotion, which lived in the " 

S meats oi the irnpassionated stOrie^All these ciroupi-^^' 
es rendered the place, peculilgiy pensive and auguiff 
much unlike the ,• where holy peopife' 

w'tthdrew from die giddy the bustling 

’nnobic their minds with siiKtoihisi' 


ennoble their minds with shplbe contemplation. 
they bid a temporary adieu : tdpe tumultuous wofldy 









gay impertinence; in order to rhaihtain a inore uninter¬ 
rupted, comnldnion with thdt Mighty jBEING, xoho sitleth 
ttfidii the ardc idf the earth; ami the ihkdbitants thereof are 
as grasshoppers before HIM 

Welcome toi Thefon^ was the shady bother; welcome 
the cool aspectj and the musical flow of the water; but 
more w^elcome than all, was the sight of his friend. Who 
lay reclined at the foot of an oak; with a book half open 
in his hand, and his eye fixed upon the statue. 

Thef. I know not, Aspasio, whether I must make an 
apology, for breaking in upon your retirement; or call you 
to an acedUnt, for depriving the ladies of your company at 
the tea-table. 

Asp. Indeed Theroii, I have been so much dclightect 
Vv'ith the place ; with the alluring companion in my hand ^ 
and the commanding object before me; that I scarce ob¬ 
served, how the tirrie stole away. I flatter myself, if you 
will take a seat by my side, and share my entertainment; 
you will be more inclined to excuse, than to aggravate my 
fault. 

Tlier. Is I ully then (for I observe his name on the vo-‘ 
lume) your alluring companion ? And can such a devoted 
admirer of the bible, be so highly charmed with a Heathen 
classic } —St. Augustine somewhere declares, that, though 
passionately food, before his conversion, of Tuliy’s writ- 
ings; yet, alter that memorable change, he could no long¬ 
er relish those once admired compositions; because they 
were not sweetened, as he expresses himselR with the ?nel- 
lifiuous name of JE^US; 

Asp. I am far from pretending to such an exalted pitch, 
of devotion, as that seraphic father attained. I can spend 
a vacant minute on the delicate odes of Horcfce; I can 
taste a refined entertainment in beautiful poem i 

and not be chagrined, Ihough I find no mention of in^ 
^AVIOUR.-*“But wheti t hear a sermon, or peruse a 
ligious treaiise, which bbtrows neither dignity nor charntt 

Z t 
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from that amiably and glorious name, I own myself ex¬ 
tremely disappointed. without the offices, the meritSi or\ 
the grace of CHRIST, the sermon and the treatise ap|iear 
as defective, as a body that is neither adorned with the head, 
nor enlivened with the heart. ;; 

Thcr. I suppose then you cultivate ah acquaintaace with 
the Grecian and Roman authon:, in order to improve your 
taste, and polish your style. 

Asp, These, and, 1 am apt to think, more considerable 
advantages, may be derived from a proper application to 
their works. They may serve as so many shades, to set off 
with heightened lustre, the beauty and glory of the sacred 
oracles. 

■ While I peruse Platons ornamented page, or listen to 
Cicero^s flowing periods, I am somewhat like the person, 
who amuses himself in a gallery of paintedJ/owers, He is 
pleased with the curious creation of tlie pencil. But, finds 
none of that delicious fragrance, none of those 
sweets, which meet him in the garden, ;nid reg.de his sensu 
from the blooming parterre.—So, here are brilliant sciui 
ments, and a florid diction j delicate touches of wit, and 


bold strokes of description. But no discoveries ofCHRIST 
JESUS —no displays of his ineffable love-—no overtures of 
reconciliation with the blessed GOD. Kolhing to yield us 
solid comfort, in our present state ; or nnw^joj/ful cvjiecta- 
tions, with regard to the approaching eternity. 

Besides ; wdien I converse with those celebrated geniuses 
Oi antiquity, who were the most erroneous, and the most 


judicious—the most judicious In their ta^te of polite litera¬ 
ture y the most crroncouSy in their apprehensions of invisible 
things; the) shew me, what they never intended, the in- 

g prcssible need of revelation. They teach me to set a 
^icr value on that inestimable gift. 1 bless the distiu- 

TS. ' « I « « f* a « ' ' a a a a a 


goodness of Providence, "whicb has cast my lot, 
Athensy but in IMMAKUEL’s land, .*I say, with 
y^^ndcr and gratitude—“ Why did not my heritage lie in 
those seras of religious dotage ? Why did not my heri- 
“ tage lie ill those regtons of barbarism and delusion ? 
‘‘ Why am not I burning incense to idols ; paying senseless 
adoration .to sculpturca stone j or worshipping, with dc- 
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“ tqst^ble ceremonies, a set of lascivious, debauched, and 
scandalous J);eities.” Surely, Theron, from every peru¬ 
sal of those volumes, attended with such a reflection, we 
shall see the utmost reason to magnify the tender vierdes of 
our GOD ; tvhereby the d^^-spring from on high hath visited 
us*^ and brought us, out of darkness into the marvellous 
light of the gcjspcl. , . 

Permit me to mention another benefit, which may result 
from an occasional correspondence with those masterly 
writers —The streams may lead us to the inexhaustible 
fountain. Lead us to admire the oniy wise GOD our SA¬ 
VIOUR, w'ho has given such a shining vein of ingenuity 
to liis rauonai creatures. As I read their works, and am 
channe i with their beauties, I would frequently reflect-^ 
Ii the essays ot a finite mind, and the compositions of a 
moruii pen, yield, yield such high satisfaction ; what iin- 
knru.vn delight liiust arise, from an uninterrupted com¬ 
mit; ion with infinite wdsdom ? To stand—not at the feet 
ot ] loincr, and attend the flights of his elevated imagina- 
tion—Xot in tiie presence of Solomon' and hear the dic- 
tales o[ Ills sagacious soul f —but, to stand in the courts 
o! the IX)RD. and before throne of the LAMB. There 
to c(mlem}>]ate, without any interposing veil, the couii- 
.-.els of his unerring Providence ; to have the mysteries of 
“ his redeeming Io't, laid fully o})on^to our view ; and rc- 
“ ceive the biighrest manifestations ufliis amiable, his ado- 
“ rable, his ur.spcakablc atlrlhutes?” 

Ihcr. Th ese are advantages, truly desirable, and equallv 
obvious. Afetliinks, it surpri'^t^s me,that I sh<juld so mucii 
as propose tliem ; and grien s me, that I should S(^ long he 
deprived of them. A view to such very suiicrior impiose- 
ments will, I hope, render my future intercourse with ihose 
favourite authors, still niore agreeable, and abundantly 
more beneficial. 


* Luke i. 78. 

t Happy, says ihc Queen of Skeba to Solomon, are tby men, and hnpov are thc>c il \ 
.v^s/vants, vv.b'ch stand conthnially bclori';bte, and'hear thy vvisilom. ? Cjjon. 









^ Byt lejt iTje ask> p^ssagQ was tiiig^g^ng ymit ^tenr 
tjop, Jhjs afternptiS''?' ' ", 'r ' ’ 

Aspf The gr/sat Orator’s treatise* cpn^»^hiii^ nature 
M the pivim BEING. That part espdfciallyi which proves 
Ws exUteiJce aqd perfections, from the formation of the 

humaphpdy. . 

Ther. I^h’t you perceive, that the Orator is almost a^ 
^ehcient,' in the knowledge of his subject; as he is mistar 
ken,‘in his j^eas bfthe Supreme CJ^U§E?~Th.e e^qiiisitp 
Contrivance and inimitable workmanship of the human 
/rame, were, in those early 3ges, bi|t dimly discerned. It 
was the vi/afiey nf anatomy: when the very professors had 
stj^peely had the qualifications of a modern pupil. Many 
jOf the received notfons, were childish ■, almost all of them 

.superficial^. ■ 

" ‘4?P^ Vili my Theron theri entertain me with a more ac¬ 
curate description of this wonderful structure ? 

Ther^ ||ow cqpjd you take occasion, Aspasio, trom the 
hint I dropped, to conceive any such cx])ectation ? It is one 
thing tq discover, another to correct, what is amiss. Many 
spectators can point out an accidental defect in some cele¬ 
brated statue, or a small indelicacy in some yaliiable piece 
of painting ; who a^ie absolutely incapable of retouching 
jthe one, or supplying the qtheu. Remember the cobler and 
'ApcIJes ^ 

Asp, I rememher the story,but without relinquishing my 
request. No; since we arc fallen upon this point, I can¬ 
not, I had almost said, I will not dismiss it, till I am favor¬ 
ed with your explanations and reqiarks.—Especially, as you 
bave made this branch of science, a part of your amuse¬ 
ment; arid not without the advantages of anatomical dis- 
^jtionsi ^►Vhereas, I have very seldom applied my thoughts 
i the formeri and never had aq oppprtunity of being pre- 
latter.' ' 

me also observe, that our very situation favors, or ra- 
suggests’ a ppic of corivers^ion. This deep |mfeovver: 


• As some mts^i will fee at a loss to understaod the meaning of thia hint, I rcfertjbe^ 
irMvasory, ot'4lDt^%^bler an 4 Apelles, ■' ■ 
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ing shade has j^rawn a curtain betw^(in us and the world. 
All jthe fine prospects of the country are excluded. We 
hav^ scarce any; thing left, but ourselves, to contemplate. 
Arid shall this* be the only theme we neglect ? 

TTim It is somewhat preposterous, I must confess, to 
pry into the recess of libraries; to ransack the cabinets of 
the virtuosi i and carty our search through the whole com¬ 
pass of external nature. Yet overlook the far more sur¬ 
prizing curiosities, which abound in the composition of our 
own bodies. The rarities, the mysteries, the miracles, in¬ 
laid or locked up in these cabinets of flesh and blood. 

Since you insist upon it, my observations, crude and ex¬ 
temporaneous as they are, shall submit, themselves to your 
judgement. Provided, you will be content to receive,only 
a few of the outlines, and nothing like a finished draught. 

Asp. Let me just hir.t, that the more circumstantial your 
account is, so mueh the more welcome it will be to your 
friend, and so much the more honorable to our common 
CREATOR. Let me also remind you of Galeii\ dcdara- 
tion ; which, as it is judicious and important, will, 1 hope, 
induce you to enlarge your plan, and give full scope toyoui 
imagination.—“ Ihose treatises, which display the trans- 
“ cendent excellencies of the great CREA I'OR, compose 
“ one of the noblest and most acceptable hymns. To ac- 
“ quaint ourselves with his sublime perfections; and'point 
“ out to others his infinite power, his unerring wisdom, his 
** boundless benignity; this is, according to my opinion, a 
more substantial act of devotion, than to slay hecatombs 
of victims at his altar, or kindle mountains of spices into 
incense —Theron, after pausing a few minutes, thus 

resumed his discourse. 

Tker. When some master-builder undertakes to erect a 
pnagnificent edifice, he begins with the less decorated, but 
piore substantial parts. Those which arc to support, or 
Jthose which are to contain the rest. This order, if you 
please^, we will follow, in considering “ the earthly house 
of dilV tabernacle f.” 


*«*« utu part. tiib. 111. '■ 0s. Cor. Vy''#. 
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Firsts You havfs: ^ system of bones; cast variety of 
moulds; enlarged di* contracted into a variety cf 'sizes. 
All stron^y that they may commodibusly bear thd ma¬ 
chine ; yet lighty that they may not encumber or clog the 
itmmah Some and solid throughout. Some 

horedviiih an internal cavity, to contain the mbistening 
marrow; and jyerfdrated'mth exceedingly fine ducts, to 
admit the nourisihing vessels.,—Insensible themselves, they 
are covered with a membrane *. of exquisile sensibility. 
Which warns them of the approach, and secures them 
from the annoyance, of any injurious friction. At the 
, same time, it preserves the adjoining muscular parts, from 
being trotted in their action, by the hard and rough sub¬ 
stance of tire bones.—Their Jigures are alvi^ays nios.t, pre¬ 
cisely fitted to their uses. They are generally larger at the 
extremities, than in the middle; that they may be joined 
more firmly, and not so easily dislocated.—The manner of 
their ai'lkulaiion is truly admirable, and remarkably vari¬ 
ous: yet never varied, without demonstrating some w'ise 
design, and answering some valuable end. Fiequently, 
when two are united, the one is nicely rounded, and cap¬ 
ped, v.'ith a smooth substance; tlie other is scooped into 
a hollow of the same dimcnsitais, to receive tiie polished 
knob ; and both are lubricated with an unctuous iluid, to 
yield the readiest rotation In the socket. 

1 hefeet compose t!;e firmest and neatest pedestal; infi¬ 
nitely beyond all that statuary or arciiitectare can accom¬ 
plish : capable of altering its form, and extending its size, 
as difierent circumstance^ require. Besides performing the 
office of a pedestal, they contain a set of t1ic nicest springs; 
which place the body in a variety of graceful attitudes, and 
quality it tor a multipiicily of advantageous motions. ^ For 
|J|e decent step, and the'stately stride; the dance which 
jswiufs^-and the race w^e run.—-Ibe undermost part of the 
bip'ei, and the extremity of the sole, are shod with a toughs 
insensible, sinewy substance. 'Ibis we may caljj^^a kind df 
natural sandal. It never wears out; never wails repair ; 


** The rcacsteiioi. 
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and always prevents that undue comj^^ssjon of the vessels, 
which the w^%ht of the body, in walking or standing, 
might dther^fse occasion legs and (highs^ are like. 
'??trfeantia]*and stately columns j articulated in ssuch a man- 
ner, thajt they admihister mdst commodiously to the act of 
wAlkingi yet obstruct not the easy posture of sitting. The 
legs svyell out, towards the, tp|),'with a genteel projection ; 
and atd wrought oiF, towards the bottom, with neat dimi¬ 
nutions. A¥hich variation lessens their bulk, at the same 
time that it increases ilieir beauty. 

The ribs, turned into a regular arch, are gently move- 
able, for the act of respiration. Titey form a secure lodg¬ 
ment for the lungs and the heat • which, being Some of 
the most distinguished and important organs of life, have 
their residence fortified by this strong semicircular rampart 
—The backbone is intended, not only lo strengthen the 
body, and sustain i|g,most capacious store-rooms j but also 
to bring down that communication of the brain, whic.. is 
usually termed tlic spinal marroxv. As an open chanel, it 
conveys, as a well-dosed case, it guards this vital silver f ; 
and, by several commodious outlets, transmits the anima¬ 
ting treasure, into all the inferior parts. Was it only large 
strait, and hollow, it might have served these several piir- 
poses. But ll'ien the loins must liave been inHexible, and 
every man impaled ''not by the executioner, but by nature') 
on a stake co-eva! with his existence. To avmid which, it 
consists of very short bones, closely knit together by inter¬ 
vening cartilages. This pecuiiarity of structure prevents 
dislocation; and gives the main pillar of our frame trie 
pliancy of an osier, even while it retains the firmness of an 
oak .—By this means, it is a kind ot continued join^ ; caj;a- 
bie of various inflections, without bruizing the soft, 
lary substance, which fills its cavity j without intciceptiog 


, * .Thou ha^ fenced ine, seenred my inward and vital pans, wUli bones and sinews' 
Tectorii, i* Virgii'i c’tpvessiaii, ■ ■ 

+ Th's is supposed to be the pait, which Solomon dc'cnbes by the silver cord ; and i.> 
® tom, un acconni o! 'ts shap;: li'.tii silver, on acco int oi iictolou', 

fccclcs. xii, V. I , • 
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the nervous fluid,' yvi^hjch is to be detached from this grand 
reservoir; or dinitinishing that strength, which es necessary 
to support all the Upper stories.-—A formation so ycry pecu¬ 
liar ill any other or the solids, must have been attended 
with great;, mconveniences. Here, it is unspeakably ser-» 
viceaSle. Is, both for workmanship and shuatibiiiy a mas¬ 
ter-piece of creating skill, never enough to be admired. 

The arms, pendent onleithef side, are exactly propor¬ 
tioned to each other; that the equilibrium ot the structure 
may not be disconcerted. These, being the guards which 
defend *, and the ministers which serve th^ whole body, 
fire fitted for the most diversified and extensive operations. 
Firm with bone, yet not, weighty with flesh; and capable 
of performing, with singular expedition and ease, all man¬ 
ner of useful motions. They bend inwards, and stoop 
downwards; they wheel about, and throw themselves into 
whatever direction we please.—-To these are annexed the 
hands; and all terminated by the fingers. Which are not, 
like the arms, of the same length, and of an equal bigness j 
but in both respects different. AVhich gives them a more 
graceful appearance, and a much greater degree of useful¬ 
ness. Were they all flesh, they would be comparatively 
impotent: were they one entire bone, they would be utter¬ 
ly inflexible. But consisting of various little bones, and a 
multitude of muscles, what shape can they not assume? 
What service can they not perforin ?—Being placed at the 
end of the arm, the sphere of their action is exceedingly 
enlarged. This advantageous situation realizes the fable of 
Briarcus; and renders a pair of hands, as serviceable as an 
hundred.—'I'hc extremities of the fingers; are an assemb¬ 
lage of tendonous fibres, most acutely sensible. Which, 
notwithstanding the delicacy of their texture, are destined 
almost incessant employ, and frequently exercised among 
Jigged objects. For this reason, they are overlaid with the 
a sort of horny expansion: which, like a ferule, hin- 
the flesh from being ungracefully flattened ; and 
preserves tlic tender parts from injurious impressmiKlb, 


* Called, in Solomon’s butebgaot sketch of •itatothy, 

fiotut, EccIcs..'Xii. 3. ■ * 
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for <he^ e^ecmtioa of 
ge™“5 ca4|4evise:, or 
■ Eiri»rB?- we are.oblig^d tor the 

?.‘«oos; ,>fhKch hstte bftefit .eiitfetamed our eyes, in 

yoDddr solitary WaI|s ; iifVfeh fdf %^ 

Jih Ii'^c k now ad^e^shs our eats/ffoiii' the .summer-house 
X*]!®'’f’'P®“‘’-rvrTtee.ra and turn 

adjust the majestic dome, and ' 

aojust the copmodtous aRwttjtient. - Architecture, with all 
her striking ^auties,-and filter rich benefits, arc the cre- 
ation of the human hand,i^YieJding to fhe strength of t!,e 
hand, the tallesf^ts fall to the grouhd, and'the iSgest oaks 
descend from; tile mbuhfains. Fashioned by the dcxterite 
otthehand» they ij^cqm^iodate the sailor with a Aouthw 
t^arehdmn and circulate, rrom Britain to Japan, the pro- 
auctions cF nature, and the irnprovements of art.—Obedi¬ 
ent to the human hand, metals ascend from their subterra¬ 
neous beds; and compose the most substantial parts of that 

wliich transmits far and near, to tlie mo¬ 
narch s palace, and to the peasant’s hut, such treasn es of 
kno\. ]cd^re, as the gold and crystal cannot 

Among the Egyptians', the liand was the symbol of 
f tne Homans, it H as an emblem of fidelity: 

ana i tmnlc, it may, among all nations, be looked ui^on as 
the ensign of authonty. It is the original and the univer- 

1 • • ^ ^ only represents, but ascertains 

our ommion,* (wer all the elements, and over every crea- 
hough Providence has not given us the strength of 
the horse the swiftne$§iof the greyhound, or the sa-acioiis 
sc^nt.of the spaniM;;'^^^^^ by tlie understandmg, 

by tile . ran i-UaiY^ 




'*v,XfP fiidt'dg-pi'-ss. 


t Job xxviii, I'j 
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4hort hands hay^^'%dpd out a W'ay, wh^ dive 

to the bottom ^ itile ocean; pt 

the earth } 'and, reach from, .shbfp ,;4p s ’^These 
hapds cari!; tnanage4he wings of ,t^ wipd ca|ji^ them- 
. selves with the Vage* pf the fire,: f^nd prps into niS service 
the forcible impetpdstty of, tj),c ^vvatefs.-rtHow eminent is 
the dignity! how ,Cxtepi^ive’the age^^ the, band! :it 
would require more elo<ij,U€nce> than your,orator possessed, 
to display the former,; and mot^ .pbg^s, tb^n your book 
contains, to describe the latter.;—bloW: greatty then are we 
indebted to our indulgent CREATOR, for accommodating 
us with this most useful, this' most distinguishing, this inva¬ 
luable member 1 

Above all, is the a majestic dome, elevated on 

the neck, and designed for the residence of the brain. Ii 
is framed in exact conformity to this important purpose; 
ample, to receive*, strong, to uphold; and firm, to defend, 
what is the origin of all our sense and all our motion.—As 
the head resembles the ffewem/V tent in the army,,.or the 
ino7uirdis palace in a city; it has a communication esta- 
blij^licd with all, cveU the most inferior and remote, parts 
(d the sy.siem, It has outlets and avenues, for the ready 
dispatch ot couriers to all quarters; and for the reception 
r)f speedy intelligence, on every interesting occasion. It is 
furnished with lodgments, wherein to post centineLs of va¬ 
rious characters, and appointed lor various offices.—'fo cx- 
]>editc theif operations, uhctlier they are empJpj'ed in re- 
connwitriug wlial ])asses without, or examining what claims 
adir.i'taace widhn ; the vvhwlc turns upon a curious pivot, 
nin-,!: nicely contiiecd, to alf .rd the largest and freest cir¬ 
cumvolutions. 

,1 his stately cfip’t.d, is screened from heat; defended 
from cold; and vtrr much beaiit|fied,:by a copious growth 
of hair, V/hich fj(>v\s down from the, parted Ipjelqck in 
■idvtceur curl.^; and hangs, mantling on the che^ks^|:'|ijiukt^- 
i'h'g on t’.ie'shoulders.—A decoration,* incomi^|sitWf%ibte 




t ill <1'n^nXtiirtg part of '}r>' I 
> ',,:i xiv, i;!', ' ; 



D'lAtbGVES. 


385 


<!e)i.catc, dr all' the orders ^ know 

how tb corned ,3 aii(!' So |>erfect|y'®ht, that k, no way in¬ 
cumbers, i||f^ahy <\’'ay iiifcoibmwes tne wearer. 

'^hife^any a^ whUe all of 

them^alp^^he in thefir fihsture," or their aspect: the atti¬ 
tude of'isan 'is erect,.*?^Whidh is by far the most gracefulj 
has ah air of digpity^ thd bespeahs superiority, and is suited 
to th^;post of cothihShd.^lt is by far the most commodi 
ous; enabTcs us ko auityey the universe, and contemplate . 
the heayen^'p;fitS’;'^^^ prosecution of every grand 

Scheme, ariiJ'TOciliMei ^ all our extensive de¬ 

signs.-—It;5JhkeWlsd amended with the greatest safety; 
being/iT hbflt^^ than atty Other position exposed to dan¬ 
gers, yet rhore happily Contrived to repel or avoid them. 

Asp. May,it'iibt likewise remind us of our exalted ori¬ 
ginal, ahd’bur Stibliihe end? Our original, which was the 
breath of the AL^^GH^Y, and the spirit of the MOST 
HIGW. Our end, which'is not the soil we tread on, or 
any of its low productions, but the heaven of heavens, and 
the things that are above. 

But not to divert from our subject; which, in my friend’s 
manner of handling it, is as entertaining as it is instructive. 
—d'hc bones do carry on your (nvn allusion, arc ojilv tlie 
rafters, the beams, the siiell of tlie living edifice. You 
have raised the walls, and laid the floors. You have made 
the proper divisions, and left the necessary apertures. But, 
in every finished house, the rool is covered, and the rooms 
are wainscoted. The sashes iire hung, and the doors turn 
upon their hijiges. Tae gtatvs are fixed, and the stairs 
ascend. Within, the kidcdugs are lurnidied ; wifliout, the 
front is ornamented. All is rendered commodious for do¬ 
mestic use, and graceful to the external view. 

This likewise is c.Ke..uted by the sovereign, the 
divine AR ligaments; a tough ajid 

;||fpb!]^rrdngeinent to unite the several iiinbs,; 


Two of fai nobler shape, erect and tall, 
GwdJ’kc irrn't! VI t',' native honor clad, 
-lu naked n.dii ,!v vcciu’d lords of all, , 

vl J «' 
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f^lem'branes''; t);?: ■thm; 8 ;;:^^gppmtei}" to 

thj; fleshy p^rt^^SffelKwM&rfctvrv^ 

^:pf the.;oTffanizcd.;Ri^^trQ^plisv% ]^toich''a8^^p4.|o. ,the. 

’■ Ad'ii’-dtpers 'Spread- t'lte'|3pi^.^1v§'::4^|f'''pe^ 'sbpi|piS‘^s,;?|^e 

'p,t<^jn4.t6 the' arms: ,SQpie, d'e^cejqS■iq,JPe,^ieet';^^ 

* Jl^JK M A 'l‘<^ ' j«k* 


ang put, as they; go, iritP nur 


s^ visit the 


Vstreets, the alleys, and.^yety, 

vita! city.—These, being wide at their' ori^£jOTd lessen- 
;iing^ as they branch themselves, phpclc tliei^mbtC'i^ of 
vthe biiyod. To Sustain.this, shopl,;they with 

.uncon mm strength: by p,erfpni||ng: ||^4^S|^!s^rvice^^ they 
oblige the crimson curcent to j^issfih^ iihe '^ de¬ 
files, and distribute itself intprialf .ptiafters.-^The blood, 
i^thrown from the heart dilates the arteries, and their own 
elastic force contracts them. By which means they vibrate 
n proper places, very perceivabh agaiiist the finger; bring 
advices of the utmost importance to the physician; and 
very much assist liim, both in discovering the nature of 
d:sea!-cs, and prescribing for their respective cures. —The 
larger artcri s, where-cver the body i'^ formed for incurva¬ 
tion,, are situate on the bending side : lest, being stretched 
■to an irnproper length by the inflccti(jn, their dimensions 
should be lessened, and the circulating fluid retarded.— 
They are not, like several of the considerable veins, laid so 
near the suriace, as to be potrusive of the, skin; but are 
deposited to a proper dejith in the flesh. Anti, generally 
^-^poaking, the larger tlicir size, the deeper ls their situation, 
ll^hich renders tlicm more securp from external accidents; 
^^d enables them, like a mainspijpe lodged ni the cpnter 


^ The intesUjjcs .are fasteneg to each other by the mc.scntcry. The „ 
to^^o'^cavjLies by the mtsiibstinum. fioth winch,are reckoned among’t£|^ 



into 


+ A human body-was called by the anf'-ents. the micro<;osrn ; that »» 

joiniature.",. 4ti abridgmerrt or e^utome, of ii' th..; li convenient nnih 
'ih'gaut and majcitic,’ ill the whole iystcit) ol cridU'd ililngs,' , ' 
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and trie a -po,oa. To obviate 

''feoth are'‘pfovided: which, 

parrying off t|e titircharge^ i Jsjr^veht a glut .above, alid sup¬ 
ply the 'b'^qks &}b\vv^; Irf;,,,,'' 

III those, p^H^ qf ^e ^ ate most liable to pres- 

sr.re, mitch: the takes place. The arteries 

uiusciitat^s ot^teakin^'ihtq a nev^ track, they ie(ch a lit¬ 
tle circuit, inwd^r to retutqVand communicate’again witli 
the main road. So that, of aiiy obstacle blocks up or strai¬ 
tens tiie direct jjassage j the curreht, by diverting to this 
new cliannel, eludes the impediment ; maintains an unin¬ 
terrupted flow ; and soons regains its wonted c-)ur,se. 

V^eins are appointed to receive the blood troin tiie arte- 
p> s, and reconvey it to the heart.—-Small at their rise, and 
enlarging as they advance, they are void of any pulsation, 
|n tile e tile pressure of the circulating fluid, is not near si 
forcible as in the arterial tabes; tor. which reason, their 
texture is considerably slighter. S.ich an exact oecunoahat 
i.s nature, even amidst ail lier liberality!* 

In rhany, of these canals, the current, though widening 
continually, and acquiring a proportionaole increase of 
graviiv, is obliged to push its way against the perpendieu- 
Jar. By which circumstance, it is exposed to the hazard 
pf falling back,, and overloading the vessels ; if not of sup¬ 
pressing the animal motion. 


A parallel Instance of frugality is observable in the arteries. Wnose coats are splla,' 
as the of the vessels becomes smaller, and Ihe preasttfe of the blood; 
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steep■ asc^t, cea^8^;jaridfJi|^^i^W^utjo'n";wouId''“'te‘ 
heedless^' ;■; ■'■;■ ;. 


compliaitcd ?nd interyblyi^d; ^fusion, but 

^ with perfect regularity.,, 

As some kind of sieves trafiWpit the dust,, and retain the 
corn 5 others bolt p^t th^ mealj tandr bran ; 

so, some of these.gJandulous stniitiefs dm-vV dfF the finest, 
others .the groisest parts of the blbodf 'Some, dike the dis¬ 
tiller’s alembic, sublimate dthi&fS, like die eOrximon sew¬ 
ers, r/c/^rcia/e f. Each forirTsa secretibn, far more curious 
than the most admircd'bpcrations of cbemistiy; while aJ| 
are necessary for tlie supporjt oi liic, or conducive to the 
comfort of the animal. ’ ' ' ' 

iMuscles, wove in nature's nicest loom; coni[)Or,od y^f 
the slenderest fibres, yet endued with incredible strength; 
lasbioned after a variety of patterns, Imt all in the higliest 
taste for elegance, conveniency, and usefulness.—Tiiese, 
with thcir^tcndoiiS annexed, cemstitute the instruments ot 
motion. Ihe former, contracting their substance, operate 
like the pulley in meciianics. 1 he latter, resSembling the 
cord, arc iaslcned to a bone, or some partition of Hesh : 
and, following tile muscular contraction, actuate the jiait 
into which tiiey aic inserted. Ihis, and all their functions 
they execute, not like a sluggish beast of burden, but 
;quick as the lightning. 

Nerves, very n inutc tubes; derived from fne brain, and 

^Vhich |hdin| 


f Tie glaaiciulous subitanceof the bi'aui; which secretes the animal spiiri^fi Sv* 

■' v:*' 

bvcf and kidrteys. The former bf vvbVli scpamip* the .gall. Ihc 

■ l.uid, vrhsch, leing sufficiently rij lurcl lio! br narjiir^." ' n 



:; diaiogu'e:^. 



into the sets them on wor|;$'^I^^ the power*, 

of $ensatio|iii ,t]irpU|^h; t|ie !l;>ody 5.61*5. rcWrhing from an/ im- 
pres^sion wi|%M> to the soul, 

---yesri^ls^^'distended 4 !n uhdtjous matten in some 
places j in'other '-places, 

they fill W lier v^cnitiesij her inequalities. /«- 

ivaj'dhjX they “supple thp spheral moVem^.As of tire active 
machine, Oufiiidrdl^, they render its appearance plump,! 
well-proportioned, and,graceful: 

it is said of the viftupos woman ; aS’/zc is not afraid of the 
snoii! for hrn hoiiseholdi for aM tier household are clothed 
with scarlet^-, or as we read in the margin, with double 
garments "ff Whether the adhiitted or the ejected transla¬ 
tion is best, I am not a competent judge. But that the 
ever bountiful GQD has, jn this most warm, comforrable, 
and secure manner, clothed our vital parts, is an undoubted 
fact. One of ^Jihe two garments, the flesh, has already 
been examined. Another, the skin, is still to be consider¬ 
ed. This is a kind of surtout, exactly fitted, and superin¬ 
duced over the vvirole. Like our LORD’S vesture^ it is 
vvitliour seam, Iroin the top throughout. It consists of the 
moat lb licate net-work ; whose meshes J are minute, and 
whose tineads are 1| nuiltij)lied, even to a prodigy.—d'lic 
meshes so luinule, tliat nothing passes them which is dlscern- 
able by t’le eye; thougli tiiey discharge, every moment, 
myriads and myriads of suj>er!inous incumbrances from the 
body. The steam, aribing troni tlse warm business trans- 
ac'tccl within, is carried oM by these real, though impercep¬ 
tible funnels §. Idiis cvactiati(m constitutes, what we usu¬ 
ally call, insensible gersgiration. — I'lic t!irea<ls so mu!ti[)!ied 
that neither the point of the smallest needle, nor t!ie iucoin- 


* Prov. xxxL ai. + See Gr,i. vi. 13, 20. 

^ Ybc Por(,s f-l ihf Cuticula. 

The ncivoiis fibres, and oLher vessels of the cutis. 


' ’' i'v'Vi 


j^I^TIwsb are sojr^when? p)etti]y siyk'd cutaneous efii mines ; and po wimdcr thes- fie 

i'l, as,'SlL'ttwenh'K>.r f>'iirin'>, a sm'gie gram ot sane., -wnl cover no 3W‘ 


Uis 11 s a j,oOP, 
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■- V— — ,^.,^^..-l}t$Ido(^t\Consequenjlv 

^yiti ^ 0ml a' ptjnctUf^' tiotli' a 

.:' with thi^ 


^Ith^ hmiiah structure; those 

d 


1 uey 


.•they yanegite Vvvith an miay of living sapphire, _ 

ypfead vermiliiph over the lips^^nd plant pjses in rl)'; 
.cheeks.; Whil^the eyej, tinged ivith glossy jet^ cr spark- 
liiig with the'blile of heavehj is fixed in an orb of polished 
crystal {. lasompcli that the eaftlily tabernacle exhibits 
nicest proportidns; and displays the richest graces. Such, 
nice propoftJmSf'^s afford the most correct model for statu¬ 
ary and architecture, such 7'fch graces, as the canvass never 
bore, as paintitig imitates in vain, 

Jlsp.^ H >W just in itself, and hoW pertinent to our pur¬ 
pose, is that well-known acknowledgement of the sacred 
and royal anatomist; •* lam airloii^hj lorought! Hicre is 
“ a variety, a regularity, and an elegance, ni the texture 
“ of my body; in the formation and arrangement of these 
“ bones and muscles, these veins and arteriesresembling 
“ shall I say ?—-rather, infinitely surpassing, the most cosi- 
“ ly and admired pieces ol embroidery." Even those, 
which were wrought under the direction of inspired v’l is- 
dom ; and Compose tlic rich sacerdotal vestments }|, or the 
grfuid and sacred ornamcM-its of the tabernacle §. 

Jt IS one of tne iinest similitudes, which the whole circle 
ot polite arts could aflurd. And, as used by tlie Hebrew 


l)l<)od-vc.ssc 1 at least. 


lips Sff Tike a thread of -t, Cant iv. 3. Likca thread for their dcKcatc shape: 
- of jjcayjet fyr their g!o-Aiin-colour. . 


^ i Solom'oJi has compared the c-yes to the fish-pools in llcstibon. X compariMiri^'as 
'tost, as It is nol)l,e. . ’ ' . 

I'V ' ‘ " ■ 

V '; II Exod. xxviiu'ijg. ‘ ^ Exod. xxvi;'36, 
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I^oet as referring to the venerable embelKshm^nts of the 
sanctuary, receives a peculiar dignity. Yet every cqnapari-- 
son, fetched from the perferraiances of mankind, must ne* 
cessa‘fily debase the matchless Subject.—All the enrichments, 
which the needle can give, or tb^ most splendidsttks receive, 
are rude, are coarse, -are mere sack-cloth, when set in op¬ 
position to the consummate perfection of the fleshly web. As* 
indeed all the celebrated palaces, amphitheatres, temples,^ 
which ever adorned the most magnificent cities in the world* 
arc but ? heap of confusion, if compared with the symme- 
tr and beauty of the bodily fabric,—And, what is beyond 
measure marvelous, all these wonders of mechanism and 
decoration arose—not from the purer elements—not from 
the more refined parts of the creation—but from dust, dust 
of the <>' ound* How easily, Thcron, can that stupendous 
ARTIFICER renew our hearts and transform our souls 
into his own ima^e ! Who could raise such delicate and 
majestic edifices; the blooming countenance, and the 
graceful mien ; the fine turn of shape, and the enchanting 
harmony of features; could raise them all from particles— 
despicable particles of the trodden soil! 

T could not forbear interposing this remark. Because it 
tends to manifest our CREATOR'S glory, to encourage 
our hope >, and strengthen our faith. Otherwise, I. should 
he angry with myself, for interrupting your discourse.—> 
Pray, go on with your description of the animal oeconomy. 
On’y let me observe, that such a course of incessant action, 
must exhaua! the fluids; must waste the solids; and unless 
both are supplied with proper recruits, must gradually 
weaken, and at length totally destroy the macliine. 

Ther. For this reason, it is furnished with the organs, 
and endued with the powers of nutrition.—'I'eeth; the fore¬ 
most, thin and sharp; fitted to bile asunder the food, or 
cut f off such a portion, as the mouth can conveniently 
manage. 


♦ The LORO GQO founed man of the dust of the ground, Gen. U. ?, 

' ■ 1 ' ^ 

f Called therefore, ioeisIrL 
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'i The hindermost, broad and strong; indented, like the 
Wface of a mill-stone,* witk ^ipall cavities, a,nd jagged 
with little asperities/ Which qualify them to grind in pie¬ 
ces, whatever is transmitted to their operation. 

Were the teeth, like our other bones, covered with the 
usual membrane, the act of chewing would always occa¬ 
sion great uneasiness; and, when any hard subvStance is 
eaten, might even lacerate the tender tegument. Were 
they left without any sort of covering; they would suffer 
from the inclemencies of the air, and be liable to the pene¬ 
tration of liquors. In which case, they must soon become 
soft and unfit for service, or be corrupted, and entirely 
perish. 

To guard against these disadvantages, they are curiously 
glazed, or ovetlaid with a neat enamel; as white i.s ivory,, 
and harder than the bone itself. Which renders them an 
ornament to the mouth ;•!* secures them from various inju¬ 
ries ; and exempts them trom pain in the office of mas¬ 
tication. 

As the rims and cushions of a biiiinrd-tablc, keep the 
ball from flying off ? and send it back into the green area, 
for .repeated essays of skill; so the lij)s prevent the food 
from slip})ing out of the mouth; and, assisted by the tongue, 
return it to the renewed attrition of the grinders. 

While the lips, in concert with the elteeks, are employed 
in this work, their motion compresses the circumjacent 
glands; and, from innumerable little orifices, a thin pellu¬ 
cid liquor J exsudes. Which nnustens the attenuated food, 
and pre]>ares it for more easy digestion. 


* Styled accordin trjy jmi'. —W e fin.l iicitlicr of these kinds in tlii: new-born babe. 

As milk is, for a (ohsici^ I. ’ utnr ts dpiMiLiit luuJ, teeth woula be ol no .service to 
lo tb« infant itseil A\ u i lo pic liic tender inpple for this milky .siistenaiite, teeth 
.woitld be painful and puj'i » iIr nuisc. '1 herctorc nature has postponed the toi- 

lOaiton oi these fine iiuplem, 1 iliey become both necessary and benehcidl. 

p -'t Thisprnatpiental furpiiurc of the mouth, is, in the grand oucntal manner, described 
hy Solotnon,' Thy teeth are like a flock ol sheep, that ate cten shorn, which come op 
ffoin the wisiun", Cant. iv. 


J Th« saliva or spittle. 
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tlie mouth remains inactive,’*these fountains are 
closed. But, when it is exercised, either in speaking ©r 
eating, their moisture then being peculiarlynccessary, they 
never fail to give out a sufficient quantity. 

When the soldier charges his carbine, the cartridge could 
not make its way to the bottom, without the protrusion of 
the rammer. Neither could the food which we receive at 
the mouth, descend, by the force of jts own weight, through 
a narrow and clammy channel, into the stomach. To ef¬ 
fectuate therefore, and expedite its passage, muscles, both 
straight and circular, are provided. The former, enlarge 
the cavity of the throat, and afford a more easy admittance j 
the latter, closing behind the descending aliment, press it 
downw’ards, and hnish the deglutition.—Before the food 
enters the gullet, it must of necessity pass over the orifice 
of the wind-pipe; consequently, must be in no small dan¬ 
ger of falling upon the lungs. Which would, if not en¬ 
tirely obstruct tht;*breath, yet occasion violent coughing,* 
mid great inconveniencies. 

To obviate this evil, the all-foreseeing CONTRIVER 
has placed a moveable lid, or hung a Cartilaginous draw¬ 
bridge.f When any the smallest particle of food advances 
to the stomach, this lid is pulled down and shut close; but, 
the very moment the morsel is swallowed, the cover, in 
stinctive as it were, springs up and leases the passage open. 
By this two-told artifice, the important passage is always 
barred and made sure, against any noxious apjiroaches; 
vet is always left free for the necessary accession of air, and 
uoiiimodious for the purposes of res[)iration. 

When the maltster prepares liis grain tor the transmuta¬ 
tions of the hrewhouse; he suffers it to lie, several hours, 
steeping in the cistern; betore it is fit, to be spread upon 
the tloor, or dried on the kiln. „ 

The meat and drink likewise must remain, a considerable 
time, in the stomach; before they arc of a proper consist-. 


• This is whst we evpericncc, when, in eating or drinking, any thing goes (ai iS C03^-, 
pf^anly, and net (inpiopi.ilv said) the wrong way. 

' , . . 

+ Called the Epiglottis. . ' ' ■ 
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•nee and temperature, either for the tender coats, or the 
Jelieate operation of the bowels,—For which purpose, that 
^eat receiver is jnade—^strong to bear—capacious to hold 
^and so curiously contrived, as to lay a temporary em¬ 
bargo* upon its contents. Here, they are lodged in the 
rery center of warmth, and concocted by the most kindly 
:ombination of heat and humidity. Here, they are satu¬ 
rated with other, fermenting or diluting juices 5 and are 
Icheaded, as it were, by the motion of the stomach, and 
compression of the neighbouring parts. So that every the 
minutest fragment is separated 5 the whole is reduced to a 
tenuity, abundantly finer than the exaefest grinding pould 
effect; and all is worked up into the smoothest, most 
nicely mixed pulp imaginable.—From hence it is dislodg¬ 
ed, by a gently acting force; and passes, by a gradual 
transition, into the cavity of the intestines. ' 

Near the ehtrancef punctual as the porter in his lodge, 
waits the gait bladder;^’ ready to transfuse its acrimonious, 
hut salutary juices, pn the advancing aliment. Which 
dissolve its remaining viscidities; scour the passage of the 
intestines; and ktep all its fine apertures clear. 

This bag,”as the stomach fills, is elevated by the disten¬ 
tion; as the stomach empties, is proportionably depressed. 
The former posture brings on a discharge, the latter' occa¬ 
sions a suppression of the bile.’ It is furnished also with a 
valve, of a very’peculiar, but must convenient form;}; 
through which the detersive liquid, cannot hastily pour, 
but must gently ooze.—Admirable construction! which, 
without any care or consciousness of ours, prohibits an im¬ 
moderate effusion, yet ascertains the needful supply. 

Sufficiently charged with this adventitious fluid, the nu¬ 
tritive mass pursues its way through the intestines. Whose 
’meanders, are incomparably more curious and wonderful. 


t 


*'WWefe is quite eontrary to the oeconomy of the gullet; though djey are not only 
to'fiech other, but a commualion of the same tube. . ' ' 


TfiSeIpiQil-bhd^r it situate upon the lower margin of thr liver; and to SCcKte th* 
M supgoin^ to be the pnnc.pal ule of that largest of glands, —; > * 

j,'v''i''"' ' ' ' j'' 

'( ; ’’ <$ A spiialform. ' ' ' ’ 
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than the rqazes of the Daedalean labyrinth. They are act 
tuated with a worm-like or tindulatory motion which 
protrudes the received aliment, and forces its fine milky 
particles into the lacteal vessels. These are a series of the 
most delicate strainers*, ranged, in countless multitudes, all 
along the sides of the winding passage. Each so nicely 
framed, as to admit the nutrimental balmy juices, and re- 
*ject the gross excrementitious dregs. 

Had the intestines been strait, they must have been 
short. Then the food might have gone through and esca¬ 
ped, without resigning a sufficient quantity or its nourish¬ 
ing particles. Therefore, this grandest of all the vital 
ducts, is artfully convolved, that it may be greatly extend¬ 
ed : that, it may afford nature an opportunity, of sifting 
more thoroughly whatever passes, and of detaining what¬ 
ever may serve her purposes. 

Lest such lengths of entrails, should be entangled among 
themselyes, or bfe' cumbrous to the wearer, they are packed 
into the neatest folds, and lie within a narrow compass. 
They are at least six times longer,f than the body which 
contains them. Yet are they lodged,’ not crouded ; in a 
part, not in the whole region, of the lower belly. And 
amidst this small space, have sufficient room to execute the 
nicest and most important functions. 

Though the alimentary substance can never mistake its 
way; yet it may, through some accidental impediment, at¬ 
tempt to return backward. In this case, a valve inter¬ 
venes; and renders, what would be extremely perniciousj 
almost always impracticable. 

As the whole proceeds in tins serpentine course, it is 
perpetually sending off detachments of nutritious juices. 
In consequence of which, it would lose lt^ soft tempera¬ 
ture 5 might become rugged, and pain the* tender parts j 


• Styled vermicular or peristaltic. 



'■+ According to this calculation, they must measure, in a pretty tall un, irtWe Ulftt 
tliirty-six feet—The substance of the bowels, though thin to a delicacy, is strong'to 
Vender. The skin of an ox-^ut, i am told, will endure the blows oi tht, 
futmmer, for many mouthS; uay for several years. 
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perhaps, be hindered from sliding on to its final exit. To 
prevent sue h an obstruction., glands are posted in proper 
places, must disc^barge a Iiibricking fiuid j which aids the 
progress of the ma&S, and renews the secretion of the chyle, 
rill all that remains of the one, is clean drawn off; and 
the other—but here you ipu^t excuse me*, and for riiy peg- 
Ject of farther parlicubnity, yqur author shall make an 
apology; Quemadmodum aulem reliqula? cibi dcpeilantur, 
turn astringcnllbus sc intestinis, turn' relaxaptibus, baud 
sane difficile dictu cst: sed tani^ni prstepeiipdprttj.est,:ne. 
quid habeat injucunditatis Oratlo. ’ , ‘ 

The chyle, drawn off by ail the secretory orifices, is 
ried along millions of the finest ducts,* and lodged in se¬ 
veral commodious cells.f As a traveller, by baiting upon 
the road, and taking proper refreshment, is better qualified 
to pursue his journey: so the chyle, diverting to those litlie 
inns, is mixed with a thin, diluting, watery substance; 
which renders it more apt to flowq and more fit for use.— 
From hence it is conveyed to one common receptacle,{ 
and mounts through a perpendicular tube, Wlicn provi¬ 
sion 6r ammunition Is transmitted to an army, it generally 
passes under an escort of able troops. As this miiky fluid 
is the immediate support, and prineipal nouridiment of the 
W'hole system, jits conveyance is guarded nith singular 
caution. 'I'hc perpendicular tube, having sutheient 
force of its ov. n, is laifl (OTuiguous to the great artery; 
whose strong pulsation dri\es on I’ne creeping fluid; ena¬ 
bles it to overcome tiie steep accent, and unload its preci¬ 
ous treasure at the very door oi il.e heart,-—Here, it enters 
the trunk of a huge xein, most coiivenientiy opened for its 
reception. It enters in a slanting or oblujiie direction, 


* Fine indeed! .s ".r: iSfir tlijo-i’S wliirli llxyadmit ttic rliylt;, are not dis¬ 

coverable even'by the very ln-st in K-’o'u-opf.. 'J’o this prodi,Tiously met constfuciicn it 
is owing, that tiotbiiig enters ihr ..uI'sMik, cf the blood, bm svliat is spialler than the 
^l^aliest arteries in the system, and ibeieb^ [ tted to piss thr'jujjli the finest capillary ves- 
%its*, without causing any obstruction. 


;> ■'' 


+ The glands oI ilio tiu'sentery. 


,,, $' The rcccp'aciiJumxiiyli; a reservatory, pl.icut near the left kidney. 
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By this method of approach, it avoids thwarting, and coin¬ 
cides with the purple btreanij which, instead of obstructing, 
its admission, expedites its passage; aCnd, instead of being 
a bar to exclude it, becomes a vehicle to waft it.—Its en¬ 
trance is farther secured by a valve, whose ministration is 
doubly serviceable ; shutting the aperture against the re¬ 
fluent bJoyd, in case it should offer to obtrude itself; but 
openirig a free, safe, and easy avenue, to introduce this 
manna pf nature. 

The blood, through every stage of its ample circuit, ha¬ 
ving sustained great expences; being laid under contribu¬ 
tion, by every gland in the whole system; and having 
supplied myriads of the capillt^y vessels, with matter for 
iivlens hie perspiration ; must be very much impoverished. 
But is most opportunely recruited, by this accession of 
chyle.—Yet though recruited, it is not refined. lu its pre¬ 
sent crude state^ it is absolutely unqualified to perform the 
vital lour, or carry on the animal functions. Therefore, 
by a grand apparatus of muscular fibres, it is wafted into 
the lungs; and pours a thousand, thousand rills into either 


lobe. 

in the cells, the spongy cells of this amazing labratory,. 
it imbibes tlie Iniiueuccri of the external air; its heteroge¬ 
neous parL-> are tiioroughly incorporated; and it,j whole 
sub-.tance is made cool, sruootli, and florid.—Thus impro¬ 
ved, tiv.is exalted, it is rraubinitled to tlie left ventricle of 
the hkart; a Strom,'-, active, indefatigable muscle; placed 
in tlie very center of tlic system. Impelled by this beating 
engine, part shoots upward; and sweeps, with a bounding 
iii/petus, intci the head, 'fhere, it impregnates the prolific 
fields of the brain ; and forms tiie^sc subtle spirituous dew'S, 
which impart sense to evi:ry nerve, and communicate mo¬ 
tion to every limb ihut flows downward; rolls the reek¬ 
ing current tlirough all the lower quarters; and dispenses 
the nutrimental stores, even to the meanest member, and 


the minutest vessel. . ^ 

Observe, how the stately thanics, and the rapid rhine, ' 
refresh the forests and the groves-; water the towns, which'y 
croud their banks; and make the meadows they intersect, i 
laugh and ^ing. So, only with an incomparably richet b 
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fluid, and with infinitely more numerous streams, this hu* 
nSan river laves the several regions of the body. Transfu- 
wng vigour, and propagating health, through the whole. 

But, how shall a,stream, divided into myriads of chan-r 
nels, and pervading innumerable tracts, how shall this be 
. brought back again to its source? Should any portion, 
like your lake-waters after a land-flood, deviate from their 
course, or be unable to return—-putrefaction would take 
pla'ce-—a nuisance would arise^—death might ensue. There- 
ipre the all-wise CREATOR has connected the extremity 
of the arteries, with the beginning of the veins. So that 
the same force, which darts the crimson wave through the 
former, drives it through the*latter. Thus it is reconducted, 
without the least extravasation, to the great salient cistern. 
There played off afresh, it renews and perpetuates the vital 
functions. 

Where two opposite currents would be ip danger of clash¬ 
ing, a fibrous excresence interposes *; which, like a pro¬ 
jecting pier, breaks the stroke of each, and throws both 
into their proper receptacle.—When the wafturc is to be 
speedy,the channels either forbear to wind in their course t, 
or to lessen in thcir dimensions J. When the progress is to 
be retarded, the tubes are twined into various convolutions [j, 
or their diameter contracted into a narrower size.—Modeled 
by tbqse judicious rules ; guarded by these wise precautions; 
the living flood never discontinues its interchangeable tide j 
but, night and day, whether we sleep or wake, still perse¬ 
veres to sally briskly through the arteries, and returiJ Softly 
through,the veins. 

Such astonishing expedients are used, to concoct, digest, 
assimilate the food ! To con^'ert it into Chyle—to blend it 
with the blood—and to distribute both through the body! 


* In tbi!, point, -where tlic streams, from the vena Cava and Vena ascendens, meat, 

'' ' '' 

, + In the great artery which descends to the feet. 

t tn every Interval, between all the ramifications. 

.51 fn vessels, which carry the blood to tfa« brain; wbicb fornv .Ute viscous eecrii 
iwi'i indeed which constitute all'the.glands. 



DIALOGUES, 


B99 


By means of which, the animal constitution is nourished 
and maintained. In youth, its bulk is increased ; in age, 
its decays are repaired; and it is kept in tenantable 'Condi¬ 
tion tor the soul, during the space of seventy or eighty 
years. 

These are a few, and but a very fexv instances of the cod'- 
trivance, regularity, anti beauty, which are observable in 
the human frame. Attentive enquirers discover deeper 
footsteps of design, and more refined strokes of skill. Dis¬ 
cover them, not only in the grand and most distinguished 
parts, but in every limb, and in every organ : I may ven¬ 
ture to add, in every fibre that is extended, and in every 
globule * that flows. 

//?/?, I low various is the system of the body! Various, 
in the substance, as well as in the shape, of the several 
parts! yet all wrought of the one and the same original 
mass !—Is it not strange, that the very same speck of mat¬ 
ter, should spread itself into a lining of skin, and swell in* 
to beds of flesh; should be extended into soft sinews, and 
hardened into strong bones ; should here be impenetrable 
as the solid rock, there be transparent as the finest gause ? f 
—Is it not exceedingly strange, that one and the same 
scrap of simple uneompounded materials, should form the 
columns and the rafters; should compose the aqueducts and 
reservoirs; should he sufficient to execute both the inasonry 
and the joinery: in short, to constitute the shell, the :urni- 
ture, and all the ornaments, of the complete edifice in the 
world! 

'The system I observe, thougb various, is uniform. 
Ami 1st the greatest multiplicity ot parts, the most perfect 
subsists. No one hinfors, but each assists, the operation 
of another; and all conspire to the benefit and preservation 

E 


* The «xtremc minuteness of the which foim the red part of our bloody is 

one cxempUficatioii, of thi'. reniari. If, as Mr. Lewciihoeck computes, every giobule 
be Xj,ooo times smaller than the smallest gram of sand. 

+ Rock, gause —this is particuIarJy observable, in tit® construction of the teeth, and the 
.composition of the gums. 
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of the whole.—Most judiciously has the great apostle 
touched this subject! most happily has he applied it, to il- 
fustrate the reasonableness, and enforce the practice, both 
of personal and social duties, of private content and public 
concord. 

. 77/e he observes, zs not one member^ hut a many. 
To each of which some pef'uliar ami needful office is as¬ 
signed. So that the foot, though placed in the lowest or¬ 
der, and destined to serve on the very ground, has no rea¬ 
son to reckon its(df a worthless outcast; or to say. Be¬ 
cause I am not the *head, J am not of the body Neither 
has thein its exalted station, and amidst its honora¬ 
ble functions, any cause to despise the inferior limbs* or 
to say, with contempt and sclf-sufficrcncy, 1 have no need 
of you .—If there were no feet, what would become of the 
locomotive faculty? Or how could the body convey itself 
from one place to another? If there were no hands, what 
should we do for the instruments of action ? Or how could 
the animal frame be defended and accommodated?—Nay, 
the parts, which seem to be less honorable, are necessary, 
Tven those, which form the sediments, or throw ofl* the 
dregs, are of the last importance to life and its comforts. 
Should those be obstructed in their action, the most raging 
torment ensues; should the obstructions contijiuc, death \> 
the inevitable consequence. 

. By this wise adjustment, there is no schism in the body; 
no separate or interlcring ends arc [ujrsucd hy the mem¬ 
bers ; but the safety and suj)[)ort of cadi are t'iie one undi- 
\ ided care of all. 

Thus should it be among men, and among Christians; in 
the civil community, and in the catholic church. I'hcrc 
is in both ft siiborihnaliun ot persons, but a concatenation of 
interests, i’or reason, a general agreement should 

lake place, and a mutual subserviency to each other’s 
welfare. 


I'be meanest have no cause to be dissatisfied with their 


condition; but to acquiesce in the unerring disposal of 


I C*r, xii. 13 , 
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Providence, and chearfully contribute their share to the 
common good. 

The hii^licst should condescend to men of low estate; 
and maintain a regard for the. well-being of the poorest, as 
that which is intimately connected with their own.— In a 
word ; each should feci a tender concern for all; rejoicing 
in their happiness, and studying to establish it; sympathi¬ 
zing with their miseries, and endeavouring to relieve them. 

1 am sure, my Thcron wall be jileased with this fine 
comparison, used by the apostle; and adapted to purposes, 
at once so noble and so benevolent. Especially, as it re¬ 
ceives additional propriety and force from his own obser¬ 
vations.—But I have one more enquiry to make. 

Yonr system, though or^anhed, though endued with a 
principle of woZ/biz, and furnished with the powers of nil- 
triflon, is still destitute of sense. —The creation abounds 
with objects, fitted to yield the most refined entertainment. 
The sun impurples tlic robe of morning, and stars bespan¬ 
gle the curtains of night. Flowers of silver wliiteness, and 
of golden lustre, enamel the ground. Fruits of all radiant 
hues, and of every'delicious taste, hang amiably dangling 
on the boLiglis. 


-Airs jlso, vc'injl airs, 

Bivallinio the smell ol held and grove, attune 
The ticndiliiig leaves. 


Bat w'c beer of no enparltios, formed for the enjoyment of 
these various delights. V.'itli )ut which, the breath of 
fields must lose its reVi\lng Inigrance; the whispering 
grove must degenerate into sitlien silence; and nature 
book of knowledge, all fair and instructive, be no better 


than a vast unmeaning blank 


Tfier. d'herefore, tlie great CRF.ATOR, profusedly 
gracious to mankind, has made us a present, an inestima¬ 
ble present of the senses. To be the inlets of innumerable 
pleasures, and the means of administering innumerable 


advantages. 

Fligh in the bead, bright and conspicuous as a star in 
the brow of evening, is placed the ei/e. In this elevated 
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situation, like a centinel posted in his watch-tower, it 
commands the most epiarged prospect.—Consisting only 
of simple fluids, inclosed in thin tunicles, it conveys to our 
apprehension all the graces o( blooming nature, and all the 
glories of the visible heavens. 

How prodigiously wonderful! that an image of the 
esf mountains, and a transcript of the most diversified land¬ 
scapes, shall enter the small circlet of the pupil!—How 
surprisingly artful! that the rays of light, like an inimitable 
pencil, should paint on the optic nerves j paint in an in¬ 
stant of tinie ; paint in their truest colours, and exaelest 
lineaments, every species of external objects! 

TTie eye is so tender, that a slight accident, scarce per¬ 
ceivable by some other })arts of the body, would be very 
Injurious to its dedicate frame. It is guarded therefore 
with remarkable circumspection, and the most solicitous 
care: with a care,' evidently proportioned to its nice tex¬ 
ture, and extensive usefulness. It is infrevched deep in 
the head; and harricadoed) on every side, with a strong 
fortification of bones. 

As the incursion of the smallest fly* would incommode 
the polished surface, it is farther defended by two substan¬ 
tial curtains^ hung on a most, slender cartilaginous rod. 
AVhich secure it, not barely from blows, and from any 
hurtful attrition, but also from every troublesome annoy¬ 
ance. 

In sleep, when there is no occasion to exercise the sense, 
but an absolute necessity to protect the organ, these cur¬ 
tains spoutaneousli/ close. At any time, they will fly toge¬ 
ther with a motion7 quick as the alarm of fear, I had al- 
inost said, quicker than thought itself. At all times they 
are lined with an extremely fine sponge,* wet with its 
own native dews. Which lubricate the eye-ball; oil, as it 
were, its wheels; and fit it for'a course of unwearied acti¬ 
vity.—At the end of this skinny mantelet (if I may use 


* Tibe glandulo lachryma’is and its ducts; opcninfi; on the inner part of thf eye-liJ, 
•nd seeretint; the fiuid, which Thcron calls bis oil; because, itini{;atcs the eye-ball, and 
facilitates iu motion. 
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the military style) is planted a range of bristly pailisadoes.^ 
Which keep out the least mote; ward off even the strag¬ 
gling atom; and moderate the otherwise too potent im¬ 
pressions of the suh-beams. 

The hroios are a kind of natural pent-house, thatched 
and arched with curious wreaths of hair. The thatch lies 
as smooth, as the linen that is neatly plaited, and newly 
ironed. It serves to divert the sweat, from trickling intQ 
the eyes, and offending them with its brine. The arches 
are so finely coloured, and so elegantly turned, that they 
set off the whiteness of the forehead, and bestow additional 
gricc on the whole countenance.—Because, in our waking 
hours, there is almost an incessant call for those little orbs, 
they run upon the finest casters; rolling upwards or down- 
w'^ards, to the right-hand or to the left; with the utmost 
speed, and with equal ease. Which circumstance, added 
to the flexibility ^f the neck, renders our two eyes as use¬ 
ful, as if the whole body, like the living creature in St. 
John's vision, was full of eyes before and behind.^ 

The ear consists of an outw'ard porch and inner rooms, 
with tools of the most admirable contrivance and finished 
workmanship. The contrivance and the workmanship in¬ 
comparably nicer, than the designs of Palladio, or the ar¬ 
chitecture of Solomon’s temple; though the former were 
drawm from the magnificent monuments of Rome, though 
the latter was built in the taste of heaven. Yea; so con¬ 
summately nice is the structuie of this organ, that GOP, 
the only wise GOD, is not ashamed to be called its arti¬ 
ficer. He that planted the ear,\ is to be found among the 
titles of the exalted JEHOVAH.—In one very remarkable 
peculiarity, this minute fabric resembles that sacred edifice, 


* The hairs, which arise upon the extremities of the eyc-lash, grow only to a certain 
convenient length, and never stand in need of cutting —'J’hey are not flacid and pendulouii, 
like 'hose of the head; but slid and prominent like bristles. The Hrit sort would b* 
troublesoicc, the last is bencticial. 


+ Rev. iv. 6. 

The psalmist uses the word planted, to describe the situation of the ear; and the 
word'formed, to denote the structure of the eye. In both which exprestioni, there 
seems to be the utmost propriety and the greatest delicacy. 
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the porch being loftier'^ than any other part of the 
building., • 

Tlie porch, I call that semicircular lodge, which stands 
somewhat prominent from the head; and is—-not soft and 
sinking as flesh, lest it should absorb the sound, rather than 
promote the repercussion; not hard and stubborn as bone, 
lest it should occasion painful inconvcniencies, when we 
repose ourSelves on either side—but of a cartilaginous sub¬ 
stance, covered with a tight expansion of skin, and 
wrought into irregular bends and hollows. AVhich, like 
circling hills, or surrounding rocky shores, collect the wan¬ 
dering undulations of the air; and transmit them, with a 
vigorous impulse, to tlic finely stretched membrane of the 
tympanum.—The avenue, or narrow entry, is secured 
from the insinuating attempts of insects, by a morass (shall 
I sayr) of bitter and viscous matter: disgustful to their 
taste, and embarrassing to their feet.—The hammer and 
the anvil; the slhriip and the drum; the winding laby- 
rynths,' and the sounding galleries; these, and othcb pieces 
of mechanism, all instrumcQtal to the power of bearing, 
are beyond description curious. 

Amazingly nice must be the formation, and inconceiv¬ 
ably exact the tension of the auditory nerves! since they 
correspond with the smallest tremors of the atmosphere, 
and ea.>ily distinguish their most subtile variations. With 
the gentle galcas that Ian us, or even with tlie ruder blasts 
that a.'Sault us, these delicare strings arc but little ■tiflected. 
Whereas, they arc perfect unisons with tliosc fine, those 
significant agitations of th.e air, whicli the acutest touch is 
unable to discern. These Jiving chords, tuned by an Al¬ 
mighty hand, and diffused tlirongh the cclioiug isles, and 
sonorous cells—tluvsc receive the impressions of sound, and 
propagate them to the brain. 'I'licsc give existence to the 
charms of music, and reciprocate the rational entertain¬ 
ments of discourse, i he<^e treat my Aspasio with the me¬ 
lody of the woodland choirs, and afTord me the Luperior 
pleasure of my friena’s conversation. 


* Compile 1 Kings vi. a; with a Chron, ill. /. 
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The eye perceives only the objects that are before itj 
whereas, the ear warns us of transactions, that pass above 
us, behind us, all around us.—The eye is useless amidst 
the gloom of night; and cannot carry its observation, 
through the bolted door, or the closed window-shutter. 
But the ear admits her intelligence, through the darkest 
medium, and the minutest cranny.—I'he eye is upon dutv*. 
only in our waking hours; but the car is always expand¬ 
ed, and always accessible: a courier, wliich never tires: 
a centry, ever in his box.—To secure a resource, in case 
any misfortune should disable one of the hearing or seeing 
organs, our all-gracious IMAKER has given us duplicah's 
of each. 


As there are tremulous concussions impressed upon the 
air, discernable only by the instruments ot hearing; there 
arc also odoriferous particles, waited by the same aerial vc- 
bicle, which are perceivable only by the smell,—The nos¬ 
trils are wide at tht bottom, that a large quantity of efflu¬ 
via may enter; narrow at the top, that, when entered, they 
may close their ranks, and act with greater vigour.—Fine, 
beyond all imagination, are the streams vvhich exhale from 
letid or Iragrant bodies. Ihe very best microscopes, which 
<liscover tliousands and thousands of animalcules in a drop 
of pulrified water, cannot bring one individual, among all 
these evanescent legions, to our sight', 'i'hey sail, in num¬ 
berless scjiiadrons, close to our eyes, close by our ears; yet 
are so amazingly attenuated, tliat tliey elude the search ot 
both. Nevertheless, so jLld!ciou^]y are the olfactorij net:, 
laid, and so inltuilv their meshes sized, that they catch 


these vanishing tugitives. 
fumes, which lly oH’ Irom 
lake in the stationed svvee 


I'iiey catch tlie roaming per- 
ll'ic ()[)cn!ng honcvsnc'kle; and 
ts, vvliich hover round the ex¬ 


panded rose. Tlicy imbibe all t’nc ])aliny li.igrancc of 
spring, all the aromatic exhalations ol autumn, and enable 
us to banquet even on the invisible dainties (d nature. 


Furnished as we arc with these several organs. 


-Not a biTcze 

Flk's oV'i the meadow, not a cloud iin.nbns 
The setting sun's t'fiulgcni*.. i ‘'i a iti.iiu 
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From all the tenant’s of the warbling shade 
Ascends, bui whence our senses can partake 
Fresh pleasure.* 

Another capacity for frequent pleasure, gur bountiful 
CREATOR has bestowed, in granting'us the powers of 
taste. By means of which, the food that supports our bo¬ 
dy, feasts our palate; first, treats us with a pleasing re¬ 
gale ; then, distributes its beneficial recruits.—The hone 
bedewed wdth oil, whets the razor into the utmost keen¬ 
ness. The saliva, flowing upon the tongue, and moisten¬ 
ing its nerves, quickens them into the liveliest acts of sen¬ 
sation. 

This sense, is circumstanced, in a manner peculiarly 
benign and wise; so as to be a standing, though silent 
plea of temperance. Without recurring to the vengeance 
of GOD, or the terrors of eternal judgment, it is a power¬ 
ful dissuasive from irregular and excessive indulgencies. 
Because, the exercise of sobriety, sets the finest edge 'on 
its faculties; and adds the most poignant relish to its en¬ 
joyments, Whereas, riot and voluptuousness pall the ap¬ 
petite ; blunt its sensibility; and render the gratifications 
extremely languid, if not perfectly insipid.—I'he sight, the 
smell, the taste, are, not only so many separate sources of 
delight, but a joint security to our health. They are the 
vigilant and accurate inspectors, which examine our food, 
and enquire into its properties; whether it be pleasant or 
disagreeable j wholesome or noxious. For the discharge 
of this office, they are excellently qualified, and most com- 
modiously situate. So that nothing can gain admission 
through the mouth, till it has undergone the scrutiny, and 
obtained the passport of them all. 

To all these, as a most necessary and advantageous sup¬ 
plement, is added the sense of feeling. Which rendersthe 
whole assemblage complete.—While other senses have a 
particular place of residence; this is diffused throughout the 
whole body. In the palms of the hands, on the tips of the 


Sre that very elegant Poem, “The PlcMures gf Imagination," Book III. 
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!' compared, either in 

^ or(|eri: wjtTi thpse. ftervous detachments, which perv^d6 
tektjire bf the slcih, and minister to the act of feeiiftg:^ i 
'happily is this sense tempered between the two dx- 
treineS! Neifher so acute^ as the membranes of the eye: 
nor sb oh/use‘^ as the callus of the heel. The former would 
expose us to continual pain; render our clothe? galling, 
and the very tlown oppressive. The latter would gbitb be¬ 
numb the bpdy, apd almost annihilate the touch,-r^br this 
alone, but all the senses are niQst ,exactly adapted fo their 
respective pliices, ^^d to the Several exigencies of our pfc;^ . 
sent state. Were i\\Qy'strairied to z. much highertone, they 
woul4 be avenues of anguii^l Were they relaxed into 
greater insensibility, they would be ,§o many useless incum** 
brances. 


Say, what the use, were finer sfiftses given, 
Thnspect a mile, not comprelicnd the heav’n ? 
The touch if tremblingly alive all o’er, 

To smart and agonize at every pore ? 

Or quick ellluvia darting through the brain, 
Dh' of a rose in aromatic pain ? i 


Asp. How admirable and gracious is this provision, which 
the blessed GOD has made, to accomodate us with delight¬ 
ful sensations, and instructive ideas!—The taste, the touch 


The soldiers and attendants of Xerxes, amounted to five millions two hundred bid 
eighty thousand, Another army, so large and numerous, occurs not in all the recotds «£ 
history. ; 

^ Vid. Heiroi) Lib. Vlt. 


f Fth. Epist. I. 
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"and the feell, are ^rtiewhat st^itened in the extent of 
their The ear cutties dtt W correspondence 

with;a;&|^^/tlfe .most amply 
suppjiesi,;i:#haievfer.is' wantingin ah'Senses. The 
,, sfiteahs itself to an and 

-pur'notice'spme pf''the'‘'>em^^&j/,,'P^^^ , of the 

taste, the touch, thesmelf'hei^ef^e’nothing 
b|ought to their very doors. ^'‘Wheteas, the eye 
its oHservation, as far as the orbit of Saturn ; nay 
glisi^pjes, and in an instant of time, to the inconceivable 
distance of the stars. The compass ot the earth, togethe. 
■wriththe iifimenslty of the skies, are its unlimited range. 

Trotri this remarkable variety* with regard to the sp/ier^ 
and actip^t^f the acuteness and vivacity of the senses, St. 
Paul fortes one of the finest, boldest, and most important 
compansohs in the wp||ld. By this he illustrates the differ¬ 
ence between the wisdbrh, which is derived from the word 
of .divine revelation; and the wisdom, which is aepuifed 
' by dint of human application.-^ln his oration to the\^^/ie- 
nianst speaking of their most celebrated sages, he says; 

so be, they ffifght feel after, and find ///J/*. In his 
i^pistle to the speaking of the man Moses, our 

author observes; that he endured as seeing him who Is invi- 
ble'\ wilting to his Corinthian converts, he adds, as a far¬ 
ther heightening to the contrast; We all beholding zeith 
openjace the s^hry of the Z-.ORD\. The knowledge of the 
Philosopher, is lihe that obscure, and scanty information, 

. which is but diilicultly obtained by groping with the hand, 
Jh the gloom.of a dark night. 'The knowledge of a chviS' 
like that copious influx of clear and enlarged ideas, 
wh^ch w^e receive by the mediation of the eye, amidst the 
JS^iaing of a bright day. 

f Tally, wc find, has in the book before us, hit upon some 
of tbe most general and obvious uses, to which the several 
rpaa-ts.pf the human body are adapted. Yet hovj, supt^rficiai 
and deikknl appears his penetration, when we take in the 
much deeper disgoveries, and the much higher improve 
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ments of our moral duties and divine doctrines j when com- -. 


pared with what iis taught us, in the plam sermon on the 
Mount, and tlhstiidied Epistles of the /i^wh tent- 
maker.. . / ,/ 

Therefore^woiild: bless the tenefi^pt 
for the rairiisfi^atiok bf- albm senses, aW pafticiii&#yifbr 

the noble orgads: : I would be more 

•thankful fbt that %ht of the world, CHRIOT 

his glorious^gospel j as well as for that 

which the one is understood, and the other iseen'^i /n^f 

faith, I would also long for that place of beatific enjpy- 

nient, where our views of the adorable GOI>HEAD, and 


our acquaintance with the subliraest truths, will as much 
transcend all our present apprehensions, as the most en¬ 
lightened saint exceeds the benighted gentile. ■ ; ' 

Ther. The crowning gift, that which 
why am 1 so, prolpc? Why Ishpuld, I resume a Object, al¬ 
ready spun' out tQ.!! a degree, of „tedipusaess ? Why weary 
my Aspasio, and put his attention to penance? ■ 

Jgp. DearTheron, why do vou talk in this manner? 
How can you admit such a suspicion ? tlow can you of¬ 
fer to drop your narrative, just at this interesting point? 
Weary! no; I am almost inclined to speak, what perhaps 
your modesty will dislike to hear speak-^ ' . • 

Ther, Enough. Forbear. I proceed—-That which im¬ 
proves the satisfaction, and augments the beneficial effects,*" 
accruing from all the senses, is s/kxrh .—Speech makes me 
a gainer, from the eyes and cars of other people ; from the 
ideas they conceive, and the observations they make. 
What an admirable instrument, for articulating the voice, 
and modifying it into speech, is the tongue !-—The tongue 
has neither bone nor joint; yet fashions itself. With the ut¬ 
most volubility, into every sliape and every posture, which, 
can express sentiment, or constitute harmony. 'This little 
collection of muscular fibres, under the conducting'skill of 
the CREATOR, is the artificer of our words. By this 
we communicate the secrets of the breast, and make our 


very thoughts audible. By this we instruct the ignof'ant, 
and Qomfort the distressed; we glorify GOD, and edify 





0$ Rogues, 




* fLV V I* . 

, (|.!V,U-' .,' 
«> Sr* f ,\\ 


^jacn Other the ac^emic explains the abstrusest sciences^ 
the gfplcsiastiic,pi;e^he$ fverla^ gospel. 

*.a. VM'.v'ii■'* 'i. V’s'. ._. -» 




SS fe: organ. ConneCtlhg'f'ftef's^tjCThe^^ of its 
Ne soleinnities of devotioni'^^'^^he the spi- 
id raise the sacred antherh. " = W .spb|h the 
uile the toils of life : we imitate thie aingeljc 
ticipate, in sotpe degree,’ their celekial ;|oys. 
e requires fplj.$cp|)e, and an easy play, it is 
ample eayifyO^^o sptrotinded with reservoirs 
y'ays ihe'vldbfiGatihg ■ dews, ,'lt 

>a copcafeiffiy^'hlchserves ’sl sounding-- 
^icthe'-sarne' add itional y i- 
^d#'‘‘and:.grac'e.>'at^'^i®Ii!pf.a 'Vi'olin k^d$ to the lan- 

;; '" ^ ^ ' 

|||'WJse^vyppde^y|i^ ,and'eminently''gracious, is the 

sj)'d0i&kotiS ^v\d {7ivolu?i4ary motion. Was 
^^^legulati^'^Vtrsed, what deplorable inconveiiiencies 
;!i!»dilld take'nay, what unavoidable ruin must ensue! 
■i^DepIorabletWconveniencies; if the discharges of the 
bowels, or evacuations of the bladder, was quite inde¬ 
pendent on our leave. Unavoidable ruin ; if the action ot 
jthe heart, required the co-operation of our diouglits ; or the 
;|bUsiness of respiration, w aited for the concurrence of our 

will^'^^ has not so much as a a single 

in she determines and commands^ like an 

y^^olufie sovereign; nor is there a monarch upon earth, so 

S ictually obeyed, as this que* n of the human system. , If 
^but intimate her pleasure, the spirits run, they fly, to 
^Ute her orders; to stretch the arm, or close the hand; 
tp the bydw with frowns, or dimple thb pbeelk with 




ating tonjHfe is called oer glory. Pjal. Ivii. 8 , 
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smiles.—-How easily, as well as punctually, are these 
ders carried into execution j To turn the or work ' 

the lever, is labpfi^ns and wearisome., Bu^ the 

vertebrse, wt||^t’;|li'''the1r;j^F*jpe'l^tlent, 

the leg', bodyj;'W';q;yise"fro,iri^our 

seat; we s|^ri^!g ifo&ibe,groun«i jtbppgh much ferce 
is exerted, .ppugfi jt'^eiy weight is rai?ed>, we;;, 

meet with.:]o%difEcalty^ we complain of no fatiguCi ; - ^ 

That'alltifllfii should be eiTectcd, vvithout any tpU>, 
a bare ack'bjp the’will, is very surprising. But th^t the y^^^' 
rious rhotions should be made, renewed, continued, ‘evbu ' 
'Vrhile vve yemain entirely ignorant of the rrtannef, in which 
they are performed, this is still more astonishing. Who, 
can play so much as a single tune uppn the spinneL vyith- 


loueiics pvery ui WfJ.m ine niOSt 

masterly skill i t^teDughi she'^ at all, concyn^- 

ing the nature of her implefndnpi the process of 
operations.—^We walk,! we run/,yye leap; we throvy our¬ 
selves into a variety of posturea^'^^d go; through a .I’n^ukt# 
tude of exerci-ses; yet are uttpriy unabfe , to sayi yrhich 
nerve should be active; which muscle.'should svyell; or 
which tendon approximate, in order to produce any one of 
tliese eiTects. 

Put a german flute into th.e hand even, of a sensible per¬ 
son : without a master to instruct him, he is at a ios.v ro 
inaLe the instrument speak; much less is he abic tc 
and soften the sound, to cxvilt and extend the note 



unpivineaitaiea nue cy, 

cadefice of sorrow, or the sprightly airs of joy, iri, 
fauiteiring accents of fear, or the elcyftted tone uni liippid 
salfe^ Pt anger. 

'The, eye Ot a rustic who lias no notion of optics, or an;.' 
of Its laws, shall lengthen and shorten its axis; dilate and 
contract its pupil, without the least hesitation, and with 
the Inmost propriety i^.sadaptlng itself, even with mathema¬ 
tical exact n^s, to te particular distance of oblects ancj 







tbc5 difFercn*^ dcgices of light. By which means, it pei> 
forms some of the most cuiious experiments in the impro¬ 
ved philosophy, without the least knowledge 

of the science, 'or so much as an/ consciousness of its own 
dexterity* 

^ I can never '^^iBcientty admire this multiplicity of ani- 
wjated organs j fheir finished form; their faultless order; 
nnd/toe'cxnulsite regulation of all their movements. Yet 
J 4<)tjfess^my''Clf strutk with greater admiration at the 
the truly m)btciious power and sway, which the 
Sohl Exercises over the whole. Ten thousand reins are put 
into her hand. She is not acquainted with their office, 
their use, or their name. She has not learnt so much as to 
Idistinguish one from another. Nevertheless, she manages 
all, conducts all, without the least perplexity or the least 
'irrcgulii'rity; nay, with a promptitude, a consistency, and 
a speed, which nothing ’#lSe fean equal! 

Wonderfully, perceive, and fearfully are w'c 
-fUadc!*^—Made of such complicated parts; each so cor¬ 
rectly fashioned, and all so exactly arranged ;t every one 
executing such curious fiittctions, and many of them opc- 
rathig in so mysterious a manner; as may justly render us 
' a wonder to ogjselves.—Since health depends upon so ma¬ 
ny minute requisites; upon such a numerous assemblage 
01 moving organs, since a single secretion stopped, may 
destroy the salutary temperature of the fluids, or a single 
wheel clogged, may put an end to the vital motion of the 
solids; with what holy fear, should we pass the time of our 
sojourning heic below >;[; Trusting, lor continual picser-. 
Vation, not merely on our own t.ue; not nier(..ly on ali-. 
rdtptury iLcruir*; but on that omiii})oteot hand, w’hich 
formed the a^imirable machine. That the same hand, 
which prepaied the pullies, and hung on the weights, may 


, * P»al. cxxxix. 14. ^ 

'V ft. TauVs'.ingjjige on iV.« sttVicct is eucccditigty Vcauc\{u\ »id «pTfesiv>'«. E^tv. 
' ; i Pet. i. 17.' ' 
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^aily wind up the wheels^. May never cease, to superih- 
teod their agency, sind siipbart our heitig. ;i ,i 
when we,fe 2 *;|tensive;^contn^«|i^|i|>,^nd de- 
licate niechai,||^t^'w&pfjahs,|;pf;;:<’geometyy>^^^^ 

-Jaid j what , ^ff.3r« a 

word, what’^illiijtacfc&jJ^f, art and cfeganc^, , 

order to fii^'i.sh'us;with the necessary r^<ipits, ■' 
veral dcjligl^s of life—is there not abundant reason tl^r;cry| 
out, with thie same inspired writer; dear 

counsels u^o me, O GOD! Tliy counsels of cretiting-: 
wisdom! Thou hast not been sparing, but even lavish 
of thy artificial and elaborate designs. I'hou hast omit¬ 
ted no expedient; whicii-might establish my ease ^^ en* 
large my comfort; and promote, yea complete my.bd- 
d*rly happiness }” • Arid is ript this a most endearing olifii- 
gation, to preserit Out bodi^^JtjSiVirig .sacrifice,- fibly;, arid 
acceptable to QjGtD.? - '• / 

Should we not, every one, ?ei|^lipivviedge Vvith David?,,- 
7%v hands- have made mCy iand fashioned me—-pray witn ' 
David? Og’/ee me spiritual and godly ieal/ 

—and resolve with David? maj/ karn aiid keep^ itiy. 

commandments “ What thou, LORO, hast, with so 
much curiosity contrived, with so much accuracy framed, 
and with so much liberality adorned, I would tain dc-* 
vote to thy glory. Never, O! never let me debase to 
the drudgery of satan, nor prostitute to the slavery of ray 
“ lusts, those members and tliose faculties, on which thou 
hast bestowed so much divine cost and heavenly skill. 
“ Let them all be servants of righteousness, and instru- 
“ ments of holiness. I.-et them ail ht pessels of Iwno^^ji 
sanctified and X meet for their indulgent CREATOR’S 
“ service. That I may glorify the great AUTHOR of ex- 
*' istence, zvith my body and zvttk my spirit^ ichicli arcy as 
to workmanship, property, and redemption, wholly 
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* In the muscles alone* says My,. Ray, there seems to be more geometry, than in 
Ae artificial engines in the world^'Jf^’''' 


+ psal, Cxix. 73. 
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- Ther. WiUi my spirit-^S.y \ what is this mansion of flesh, 
though Sp estqbisitely wrought/ comp?iTed with that sub¬ 
lime and immortal mh!^bltaDt/%Vhi(Ch re$ides within ? 

if* ! 

. . "^That 4**tellecttial Bcihg i 

Thojta thoughts^ which wander through eternity > * 

Thi$ consideration inclines me to think, that, if thert^r/- 
' * c/,bC 80 |iighly polished, the ]cuel cannot be so excessively 
COar^ie^ as my Aspasio’s doctrine ot original corruption 
supposes. 

Asp. I perceive your aim, Theron. But must h'*g leave 
at present; to dcv line all overtures fora dispute. If my nr 
; ^aments have faded, your description has answered its end. 
' —"I cannot sufl'er my thoughts to be diverted from a s-ibjei f 
wltich is so very cngagingi^ct.|0 rarely discussed. I have 
such a stror^ desire to rcctme#' and retain what has been 
observed, th^t even Mnversalton will, at this junc¬ 
ture, lose its relish. Here therefore I put a period to our 
! discourse, and must break away from your company, in or- 
; dfrtO ruminate and digcst'^y'notions, in some sot}uesteretl 
J Walk. Unless you Vill permit me, betor* J retire, 

[" to make one remark.—And let it not startle my friend, it 
f I venture to say, that, amidst all his curious observations, 
lie has foigot the j)rincipal circumstance of honor and er- 
! ctUetict', which dignifies the human body. 

[ Thcr. I have omitted many line and admirable proper- 
; ties, i confess. But sure I have not forgot X\\o p'inripal 
! and most distinguishing. 

*Asjh You need not be dis])leascd with yourself. Jt ar- 
i ^es^no defect in your dissertation. 'I'he circumstance I 
1 1 in my^ view, could never be discovered, by following 
; the dissecting knife. It is learnt, not from Cheseldai's 
draughts, or the tables of Albinus; but from the word of 
: revelation. What I mean, is this—The human body was 
>oxalfcd to a most intimate and personal uniou^ with the eter¬ 
nal SO of GOD. He who decorated the heaven with 


• MltTON, 



DlALQGXrES.' 


’.A 


' i-’, 


stars, and crowned the st^rs with lustre 
to be made fleshy* 

Nay, this is, ev,eiVn6\y, 
adorable PERSONv;' 
svcars our very rinib&jj 

iiity,evcn at th^, righ't-b'ind 'ofOOl^y abd;^t,,ifch0 
the heavenly hosts.'.; ’ ^d'";j: \ 

_3Vhat thfnk ,y^u<'Of another privilege, 
apostle? Your bodies are the ieniplc ^ ifie H0 m^\\ 
ailOST.l Not your souls only,,^,but your very bodit^;;' 
aro tiio shrine, in which the J$i^h and Holij ON^K that in-' 
hahdeih eternity^ condescendsi to dwell. HE, who sitteth 
be tween the cherubim, and yyal^eth in the circuit of |h^;„ 
skies, is pleased to sanctify dh^# ^earthly tenement,s,:,;andjp 
to choose them fpf his o\yn :h?kbit||lio^* Is not this ;^v\itdch:< 
grander embellishment,;than »^f;'%atchle.^Si 
and masterly worloslKinship ? jd^^the rod wfejeh bud¬ 
ded, and the manna, which wasvP^dlously preserved; 
the sacred oracle of tJrim and Thpmtnimj with the cloud; 
of glory covering the mercy-sedti}.,i^ere a much more , 
nent distinction of Solomon’s tenT|ij|^, than thf most height¬ 
ened beauties of architecture. 

Nor must I omit the 'dignity—the transcendent and 
an azing dignity—which is reserved for these systems of 
Ih sh, at the resurrection of the just. They will then be 
rc'Hned awl improved, into the most perfect state, and the 
most beruitc'ous form. Surpassing whatever is resplendent 
and amiable in the most ornamental appearances of mate¬ 
rial nature. They will be purer than the u^lpj^tted firina-,. 
inent; brighter than the most brilliant s||;|^tif,dud w^ch 
exceeds ail parallel, w'hicli comprehends alE|icfTdttion>fbey‘ 
will be mj^ide^ like unto CHIUS L's 

that inco|dp3rabIy glorious body, winch the blessed JESUS 

' ' ' y , 1 1 ■ , 
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wears, In bis celestial kingdoih, and ott bis triumpliant 
throne*^ “ ^ 

When we add all tti^se |)t*ferogatives, ^liicb 

are revealed in |(fyiptt|re# tdi 8l ftpse inldiitable niceties, 
which ar0 by tokfulness, wbat 

adn^ratiojj^ can equarsuch a proftslclif pf favors ? 

atl thy raeic’ts, 0 my GOD, 

^ My usi g soul Mii\cys, 

'franspoilt d with the view I’m lost 
In wonclei, lo\e, and praise! 




f ♦ TKi^ »> a ciKamstance, wthw j#S|iw^lli4y n«jivclloi« lit ^ht < i ttan, 

' hk«thewni«i <?£|k« nott,, langimjlM siftkly con»i|w»o», i^hiuk upon it yrh'i 

paculwi* sttenUott^lipd with ^ Cna 1ST Ui »( I »»*> sU 

not, the ndbi^si mA most finbltbu v (hb m»je«rla} fymtd u m 

the womb of vir^jirti «, % 'trongcit prUpf pf the on^nipoitna md u \ m i 

uf thebUmdSPIRIT—TlSl| wAy *t«i»d», the firtt-bom m the fimily «l oon 

? os>;c in^ the ixcdlcnc) of dignity and the excelltncy of power --i-ln the Mount of 

'miiish^jUration it “shone likefh®To la hjn, jouutey towjuje ^^afunicui, it 

: “ abi\e the bnghtne :>of tW And who chn tell how llluntfioUsly if will 

limine; whai the MSh CHRIST JiwS oobjias m ths cloUjtU u( heaven, and tahtj hiii si t 
dn the gical tnbt UaiP-^But this tell, of this wi u suu, that these bodies ol i 
though now riifoibliali by sickncst, pOUUted by $In, end soon to U degraded in the du i 
that uiese wy buait# ^I'l, at out RFPEJfc MBR’i Sipptii n^,, 1 1 exalted to th. sinic stui 
of purity mo perfesfitton, the same liie of immoriahty ai d In w ili Ins oun * >11 is c I 
he GOD ioi this ddightful hop;i No lestorattve so ui n.us, No (.nidiol so > 
VCK igl) 
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1 i U,' 

ceasedi'a-'Bttt» » »fea4Wl^ii^-fi'0W-r?yjayaf?^‘ 

, the;;de||4|f 

■engage4.'fi-om the ,w»th 

liar;%l^abr., 'His th*jiate^s 

sion,',were doubly vve^pfee-r*'aud'j^rqduceMf g^*f*y- 
At this juncture Ihetbn and A^asio wal^ea auroad. 
They walked alternately,On thederi^aces; one q£ which was 
opposite to trie countyfv the other ,,,contiguous to the par- 
tevre.—V^hcre thj ^alesif intprc jutted with l^ freBcst ex- 
natUrc, breathed the of meads, and fields, 

■ ’ ' roses, and 

and, odours 


halations q| nature, uiL-tiiu<f',.i tiic .^ 

and ffrovesn'^T^"‘-dse, shalcln^ the '‘clpstc^ ^p f roseSj^and, 
swe-fping the bcd^. oi fragrance, they flipT " 

festancB, W9t*C heard the l>le^t|^^^ 
fii»tt,^;Xhe''Ipvy|ttgs . of the inilWy''Potucrs. wmJe 
ICtls music,, swarbled from, the neighbouring 
^fipoke aloud the joy of featheyed inhabit-, 
only spoke their-joy, J 

Alfp«oyeL all tlfilvj^hdscape. tor, amidCs^cn 
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riglif-kand as 

a lenty for innumeraW^ £reaturvs,\wqrl^s> j^fe^ dwetl 

—Charmed ,, they wet"*?,''at the\i^(?>nsidet^tid#\ 6f''the 
^pLEATPR*s- boundle^^’-, b^heficcncef' .Who 'Hft^’';'tip ’ the' 
Jl^ht of his;i^fejatenanc^katid joy is shed; who open^, his 
munificer^SA ,^od plenty i? poujoed, throughout ajl the 
regions of f^^riiverse.. that even inanimate 

beings seena.,to smile unfep'^ s'ens(j;;pf the blessings: and 
though they find nQ| a tppguc to ptajse* yet speak their ac- 
plarpatFons by thcirt|gladgien<d,loofc$. 

The)'. How very ^-^ptpr^nt, Aspaslo, is this delightful 
Appp^rance ^ ihings^/ih'om.yQur ill-favored dPebineof orf- 
„ginal guilt.' ^ MIft rj^ ma] depravity I ^\)ur doctripe is a con- 
t.fa(liction,..i^^^^^guage of nature. Nature says^ through 
.‘’hft'her won^^H'hat Godis^^;«d, and,ipfn arfyinaap& 
;‘^;be /i£^?^j/.’^^'*Vhereas, your ■■t^pinion' 
whole wofld,into,a yast hospi^J,' apd make, 
al person;Itperypr^ Jazarus. ■' , ' '■• 

A^. i join with my Theron, and with 
in b||nng witness to the goodnless of Axi|;^r' 


;^|P)6i(es. 


thing, I am persuaded, ‘displays it more, np,thing manifests 
it so much, as the?4^ctrit® of our fall connected 


^vitho^^ reC0:y^'’ti^\Ghitis^^^^^ in ohe^pa^&kr I am 
obliged to’,dl^ft|*,i. opinion 

bat the Whole 

world an in'<t’rm'aji‘|isisi|i'(f th<|iyidOal ^jietsdn’ a' . 

They. At thiS;^ rat^, you woulS ‘ croud, into thatt 
act of diisobediehce, evils more tiumerouS'jVartd mbtC^ik^^ 
"tliau the .plagues y^diich were lodged in if’fedpra’s boxi'^di^K^ 
the troops Wpich; were stowed in the IV-.-ijan horse. 

elf/?, .. Far mpire numerous, and inlinilely more pernici- ',' 
ons.r^TljC fable: of‘Fan^or^’s b<tx seems to have been a'|* 
$hred bfthe ddCttlUe,up by the Heathen wits, and 7 
'‘fesbior>4d, accordingfancy. This would, 
s; if' tlkir'd^Wu’s' any; weak'' assistance,,;,bring 14 

v.t}ir>P^g^?wdoIog|j|||fer;A-4ubsiQtary evi^ej^ to .our causeV; 
--^"]^C.nf^^4%|fe|^;^'ui:ed< city; but'' 

the pHmitljii^e ertt4tt^niisb’ry upon all genera- 

'H'} advanced:'this h^avj charge pretty fstre- 

‘nhi6;u%i I must i^onfess#*: fiiif without descending to facts, 
or ^pfialing to experience, Ajl the iny^dfives are general 
and declamatory, ndpe pointed and partl|Jii|t|^r# 

Asp, It is easy, dear friend, to6 W$y to draw up a 
particular bill of ^n|ictmdcit;;> and not or# to specify the 
facts, but to deni’bbjStrate the, ^charge. Experience, sad 
experience will fuibitsb us witii: a cloud of witnesses, and 
prove my retnonstrances to be tt|ore than invectives. 

Were we to dissect human naturpyiiii^dp our last con¬ 
ference, you treated the animal syst<^|^Bw| should find the 
'>\idprpSy of, corruption, spreading ourwliole^_ 

VTrambi.v. .Fpr'Avnich;'**^"^^?^* style^p^ymi inspired wri- 

because, in its commence- 
early'is:rteTalI; and',' in' its' communication 
i'J^MiyWals, is coeval wiih'theiTbeing.—"m.ihbecause 
the body, ipfecteid'the'soul, and.'disordered 
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our nature has 8Ustained?%[3estructive blait;!, >|h^t It ts quite 
dilicrent Tram :' that^ whit'^''l!^k'€n of il:e 

Isratlitish'to the 


\.\j Liiv I pku 

Wf& , ri^ht'se 0 d;:'Kjii 0 'M^ii^^ri thou 


ed thee a ^ 

turned 

' % T Y ' ' ..i':! ' i' 

How 


m 


As dti;r eicamination 


:fet |8,|^ef ra-.your ^ 

'fits;'*'‘But descend td''f ;p|.rlieulaf 
ination will chicHy ix'spedt1he‘''Sp!il,1et"i^ 
'quite, what lire h^rprincipal lacultifs? ’■'- ,''' 

'; ,,.*I>iesp:§m the ifi,dst'4isdn^ishin^ vJjich tiiat queerT'l 

'’'■y of'thdis^tltmah her scrvi l'c. l'iu:se, lik^f 

distrroutld^ioM'ohie ample river, run throuffl^^ 
rnan;,and curich ,all-! h^i 

therh bitter,;,as';the 
as th% ^reims^'df''"JericM,j^ 
K prepared ,for the sohs of the pro- 

* misrepresentation. For, such the/'- 
'^race,' like Mosef^ woodj, like EH* 
by that hply nian of Goo, 

; ^^e6'ten ^h^ai, heal them,, and render this^ir,iO])crations salu- 


' 1 he ,undcrstandipj| p|ai.|i%pur first reg'^fd.—This, how¬ 
ever quaUtied’tq civU 'life, is unable tp 

/discover the truth^4|p|iwhphi,^ifdom consists; or to forui 
.,/'the tempers, from-'#S|||i|tip,]^.|^ss fio\vs*'' ^ ^ ' '''• 

Let us take our spe&periy hft from the uncultivated &a- 
■" 'vages.oC^ Afdc, but .ic§,ti^|’the''polit^^^^^ion in' Europe. 
'; '/^]^‘e''''/jfefed'ans piqued 
'/S^otoMishmetits. ,Thev tetpied a^fS 


^iiintcllectual ac- 
j;J|lmankfnd Bar-.- 
iy prq/essinit them- 
d^^P.§'tduS Jools ISot to 
^tyhe shbckii^liidmdraiities, which the poets as- 
deities. >^N6t to insist upon the gr^/js idola- 
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geniuse|^’:i|pSf^^U^iSi,c(]uainted principle'^ 

of they c6Mj4*'hot,pt'^'»dUi1cp, with an 

■ pliiiosdjihe'r^^ tfie' ^prejudices 
pervert their judgment; or^ 
prevailing mode^ they, might adopt^ 
iipb^nrif;lto;'asseil to notions, which they did not tho-~ 
Vdi^hly approve. > . ’ V 

A poor compli nent this to their integrity!, Had I 
their advocate, methinks, I would have given, up the 
j^Apity of my clients^ rather thah their fidelity to the fcaipf,^ 
and of truth. -:■; i " 

■|f‘ .^ith4etlerence to the supreme GOOD, they Were equal-* 
;<& at » ;Ic^.‘-r-T|iere*S'not one among all the Inieriof crea-" 
tures; not. even the crawling worm, Or the 
hut perceives what is beneficial, and pufsS^sit ; dls^ 
what is pernicious, and avoids it. Yonder catQrpillaf> iyh9i^ 
nourishment is from one particular species of veg;etghl% 
new makes a wrong application to anothet; never'is hl- 
Jured by the fragrance of the aurjcula, or dazzled by the 
splendor of the'ltnHp; but constaiitly distinguishes, and as 
constantly adheres to the leaf,':^ ;Which affords her the proper 
"food* rSo sagacious are the nieanestgnimals, with relation 
to fl>eifvrOspective happingss:^ ; while the tnost celebrated of 
the'Heathen sages were, op a sdbjeOt of the very same im¬ 
port, mere dotards.— Vurro reckons, ilp no less than twm 
fnindred and eidiily^tght difier^i^t opinions, concerhingthe 
true'good ; derives it from the true '* 

^Durce. ' I me''^^^TOWrmity''ib'the ever*blesse,d GOH,;' 
and aiji,enj(>ym'i?nt;i®4'iS' infinite" p^rfoGtlods,'‘ ‘ * • •' 

■’ If,'on these/eaJ/wgpoints,>j^W;iydre 'so efroneouaf'inli,' 
wonder, that they were bcwildcfOa in their other refetohoff :^ 


* Th* comihandments i^, Hear, O^tstaet, jhe LORp>'iw' 

tOfflJ; iffit the LOUD, &c. 

the of OopH^AO,. ia the fownd^jan 


name, awi^we 
'|a»l, O'r Ic'C&nd, ©r in any 
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‘ No wonder, that being thus foohsh, they were :8l^ dhobe- 
dient s that, having lost * their woi/ to happii^ky took 
every deceiver tor a guide, and served 
pleasures, . - , ' J ' 

. Thcr, W^lare not enq'dirmg into the circumstances of 
this or that particular nation ; but into the state of 
kind in general. 

, Asp. Cast your eye, Theron, upon those swallows. They 
shoot themselves, with surprising rapidity, through the air. 
I should take them for so many living arrows, were it not 
for their shifting, winding, wanton motioiis.—Are not these 
what you call birds of passage? 

77z^/*/*TheSe, and some other of the feathered race, are 
our constant visitants in summer; but leave us, at tiie ap¬ 
proach of winter. As soon as the weather becomes cold, 
they assemble themselves in a body ;• and concert measures, 
for their departure.,,sijj,^4i? convenes the assembly— What 
debates arise-^Or hdxh do they commu icate. tlie resolution 
taken—I do not presume to say. Ibis is certain, that not 
one of them dislodges, till the affair is settled, and the 
proclamation has been published. Not a single loiterer is 
to be seen, when the troops are preparing tor their decamp¬ 
ment ; not a single straggler to be. tound, when they have 
once begun their march. Having finished their journey 
through uie land, their wings become a sort of sails f ; and 
they launch, though not into, yet over the ocean. With¬ 
out any compass, to regulate their course ; or any charts to 
make observations in their voyage; they arrive safely at the 
desired shore. And what is still more extraordinary, they 
always find the readiest way, and the shprti^t cut. 

Asp, The stork in the heavens knowelk hm^^poliited times: 
and tW: turtle and the crane, and the swatUw, observe the 
tm$ of, their coming: but my people knoxv not the judgement 
pj their GOjbft. The young ones of those birds perceive, 

H 


't Jer.'vUi'.V4^r' tTh. iii. 8- 
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how absolutely necessary it is, to forsake the land of thei 
nativity, and travel in quest of milder climes.— But our off 
spring, even when their minds begin to open, are bruff/s/i 
in tkeir knoivledge^. Born they are, and too long continue 
like the xvild ass's colt^. Not only quite destitute ot hea¬ 
venly wisdom, but stupid to apprehend it, and averse to 
receive it. As soon as they are born^ they go astray, and— 

Ther, Go astray^ —Fo what is this owing, but to the bad 
examples they bcliold ? d'iiey catch the wayward habit, 
from the irregular conversation of others. 

Asj). Is not this a continnation of my point? W!iy are 
they not yicKinig clay J to each bad impression?—Case 
hardened steel to every edifying application? To do mis¬ 
chief, to be proud of their apparel, to seek revenge Ij they 
are not teacliahle only, but self-taught. Whereas, if you 
■would affect them with a sense of divine things, or bring 
them acquainted with GOD their maker; l^lne must be 
upon line, ii/ie upon line: precept must be vpon precept^ pre¬ 
cept upon precefrt: here a little, and there a litlle.^ —What 
farther corroborates my sentiment, is, that all these tender 
toils ol eruaition are generally unwelcome; are too often 


* Jer. X. 14. 

+ Job X'. 12 . How keenly is this comparison pointed!—Like the an animrl 

remarkable fm us stupidity, even to a proverb.—Like the ui r’l colt, which n jst be stiJl 
moreegre4;u>usty stupid than the dam—Like the wildasi'j colt, which is not miy block¬ 
ish. but stubborn and uutractabie; neither possesses valuable (juaiitscs by natii riur will 
easily receive them by discipline —The image, in the original, is yet more strongly touch¬ 
ed. The toinpar iiue pciriii.je like is not m the Hciiccii; o.ju a v.ild tnCs colt; 01 , as we 
should say in L,n^liihf a nuic mid, See. 

t Ccrcus in vltium flecti. 

j| This is evident, from the success of a method, .frequently but injudiciously used to 
quKt dnldien '11.e method 1 mean, of the Uius^, which has raised their Midig- 

naiion 

> A gicat critic has laid down I'ne following rule, to be observed in line waiting j 

■'Tis not enough no harshness gives oITence, 

The sound must be an echo to the sense 

Popx’s £jjfip on Criticism. 

, 5, ■ ^ 

Never was this delicate maxim motttikUy exeinj^lificd| than in the above-eit^ pxtiagedf 
Isaiah, chap, xxviii, 13, , r , 
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- unsiiccesSsfuI; nay, will always be incfibctual, without the 
concurrence of Almifrhty ^rnce. 

Besides, Thernn, it tliis propensity to evil be observable 
in all children, it seems more than j}robabIe, that the un- 
Jiappy bias is derived from their parents, rather than catch- 
cd from their nei;;hboLirs; and owing, not to the influence 
of external examples, but to a principle of internal corrup¬ 
tion.^—Neglect the education of children, and you are 
swe to have their manners evil, their lives unprofitable. 
Nay, only remit your endeavours, and they lose what has 
been gained: they start aside, like a broken bow. And 
wheretore this ? Why do they nf)t, without the rules of 
discipline or lessons of instruction, spontaneously addict 
themselves to the exercise of every virtue ? Just as the 
cygnets, in yonder canal, spontaneously take to the element 
oi water, and the act of swimming, 

lhat bed, in the garden before us, will suggest the rea¬ 
son. It has been'idigged and dressed tiiis very day. It 
now lies smooth and clean. Not a single weed a])pears 
on its surtace. Yet, how certainly will it, in a very little 
time, produce a plenteous growth of th-sc vegetable nui¬ 
sances?—Whence can this proceed? No hand will sow 
them. No wisli will invite them. But tiie sced’^, tliough 
unperceived by any eyes, are already tliere. Disseminated 
by the winds, they have mixed themselves with the mold, 
and are sunk into the soil.—So, just .so, it is with our chil¬ 
dren. The seeds of iniquity are witliinj them; and un¬ 
less proper diligence be exerted by us, unless gracious as¬ 
sistance be vouchsafed from above, they wi;l assuredly 
spring up; over-run their souls; and dishonor tlieir lives. 

T/ier. Let us leave the children, and make mai the sub¬ 
ject of our etiquiry. 


* St. /’aa/ confesses, that lie an'l his fellow-sa', ts were, in their uricc'tn cited .sMto, Je- 
praved; and this, not by cuitum or habit, but by t.uiuic. Lph. ii 3. 

+ Whosoever chooses to examin* the seed';, th* poisonnus seeds, v.hirh are lodgwl in 
this nurttry of all evil, may sec a sample ot them r.i our LORD’S d siription, Mark vii, 
*0, af, aa, 13, Where be ohataewrizrs the heart, not barely of the hypocritical pharucc, 
r>t ibiJ al»pdon^d publican, but of maiitind io general. ^ 
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Jsp. |n this respect, Theron, 

Men are but children of .1 larger growth. 

We* may leave the vest or hanging-sleeve coat, but we 
shall still find the follies of the child.—In yoii//i what low. 
ambition, and fondness for despicable pleasures.—In man- 
hood, what a keen pursuit of transiforv w^ealth j yet what a 
cold.inattention to GOD and holiness!—Men, and .men 
too of enlarged anderstandiiig, whose penetration on otlier 
subjocts, is ])icrcing as the eagle’s sight, are, on the most 
imptirtaiit points, blind as the incaverned mole? 

'llier. W'ih'it! i„ tlie understanding like the most dim- 
animal, when lodged in her darkest retirement? 
That sublime faculty of the soul; which lends her eye to 
all the rest: sits at the helm, and directs tlieir motions? 

Asp. You remember, I {>resume, that beautiful passage 
in Milton which Mr. Addison so highly admires, and so 
judici(msly illustrates. The passage I mean, where the 
archangel Michael comes down, to advertise Adam of fu- 
tore events, a .d to execute the sentence of divine Justice. 

Thcr. i remember it perfectly well.—In the East, the 
great light of day lies under an eclipse. In the West, a 
bright cloud descends, more luminous than the sun itself. 
The whole theatre of nature is darkened, that this glorious 
machine may appear in all . its magnificence and beauty.— 
■From this radiant meteor, pvlentate (jf heaven alights; 
and advances, w ith a majeslic stateliness, to meet Adam. 

Asp Simuld you see-such an august personage, alighting 
from his spleijdid chariot, and walking amidst the thronged 
streets 01 'a city?—Should you behold every one intent upon 
his business or .'iversifms; struck with no awe; paying no 
reverenlial regard to this celestial visitant; what would you 
think ? ^ 

77/er. I should certainly suspect, that some superior 
power had drawn a veil over their sight, and hid this w^on- 
derful spectacle from their view. 


« Book XI. 293, &c. 
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Asj). Such Is rcallv the case with all mankind by nature, 
and with the generality of people, during their whole life. 
—GOD, the infinitely great (JOD, is in every place, Yet 
how few advert to his presence!—All nature exhibits him 
their senses; yet, perhaps, he is not in any of their 
thoughts. 

The sun, clothed in transcendent brightness, most illus¬ 
triously displays-his MAKER’S glory. The moon, though 
digest in fainter beams, has Justre enough to shew us the 
adorable DEITY, and his marvellous p' rfeciions. The 
stars, fixed as they are at an unmeasurable distance, and 
lessened almost to a point, come in with their evidence, 
and magnij)/ their CREATOR to a gazing but unariected 
world. 


The air xchispers his clemency in the gentle, the refresh¬ 
ing gales ot spring. If we take no notice of this soft per¬ 
suasive address, the^tone is elevated ; the maje.ty of JE¬ 
HOVAH sounds aloudi in roaring w^i ds, a id rmuing 
storms. Yet both expedients fad. Man is like tiv? deaf 
adder, that stop[)eth her ears. He refLU^cth to hear the 
voice of the charmers, charm thev never so sweei v, never 
SO torcibly. 

Each Hower, arrayed in beauty, and breathing 


courts our aliections for ils infinitelv amiable AC J TOR. 


—Not a bml that sings among the hranche 
that murmurs over the [lebbles, but in.vites 
chides our ingratitude.—All the classes o 


s, ner a brook 
our praise, or 
f Iruii^ Jeoosit 


their attestation on our palates, yet seldom reac.i onr hearts. 
Tiiey give us a pro;>f of the divine b^mignity; .i proof, as 
undeniable as it is pleasing, and too often as invdlvfual eUo. 


Ill short, the whole creation is a kind ot 


mapm'i eut 


embassy from its Almighty LORD; deputed to j-roclai i 
his excellencies, and demand our homage. Yet, vho has 


not disregarded the former, and with-held th'* latter?—i 1 iW 
few walk, as seeing HIM that is invisible, or have iello'v- 
ship with the FA IpIER. of spirits? Tiough, to walk: be¬ 
fore him, is our dignity; and to have ieilowship 


with him, is our only felicity ? 

Ther. This is owing to inattention, rather than to any 
blindness or defect in man’s understanding. The many 
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works of genius, which hav'e been produced in various 
ages, ^llre an abundant proof of his intellectual capacity.— 
Have not the seas been traversed, and .the skies measured? .. 
Has not the earth been disemboweled of its choicest tiea^- 
sures; while its surface is beautified with towns, cities,* 
palaces, innumerable ?—What fine arts are invented and 
exercised ; and to what a pitch of p^Tf'ction are they car¬ 
ried ? Arts that seem, if not to exceed, at least to rival 
nature.—It was the understanding, which formed all the'se 
gseat designs. It was the umierstanding, which contrived 
the means, and conducted the execution.—Jire not 
these ui'.quesli'-'nablc evidences ot her very superior abilities? 

y]sp. Tlien she is like some great empre.ss, who conquers 
hall the world, but is unable to rule herself. W^ho extends 
her regulatitms into foreign ciimes, while her domestic af¬ 
fairs are involved in confu’ion.—Do you doubt the reality 
of tliis remark ? Set yourself to meditate up<m the most 
interesting truths. How desultory, how incoherent are 
your t]u)ugnts ?—Charge them to be collected. They dis¬ 
obey your order’s.—Rally tlie undisciplined vagrants. Again 
they desert the task.—Exert all your power, and keep them 
close to tlieir business. Still they elude your erKlcavours. 

I'iic other day, 1 could not forbear smiling at a little ad¬ 
venture of your youngest son’s. Some quicksilver, which 
happenctl to be spilt upon tiie floor, parted into several glo¬ 
bules. The shining balls looked so prcttilv, he longed to 
make tiicm his .own. But when he ollered to take them 
up, they slipt from his hand. As often as he renewed the 
attempt, so often he met with a d]s:i;q>ointment. The 
closer lie strove to grasp them, the more speedily they es¬ 
caped from his fingers. He seemed, at flnst, to be amazed; 
then became quite angry, that the little fugitives should so 
constantly baffle his repeated efforts.—Thus unmanageable 
1 very often find my own thoughts. If yours are under no 
better regimen, this may convince us both, that all is not 
according to the original creation. 

W^^ apply ourselves to converse with the everlasting Goo 
in Ptaycr, Here, one would expect to have the thoughts 
all clearmess, and all composure. But here We are mt suf- 
JiCitni of ourselves, to think an^ thing as of ourselves. All 
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those holy ideas, which create reverence, or strengthen faith, 
or quicken love, come from the FATHER of lights. Should 
HE withdraw his inliuence, all will be dull, and dark, and 
dead. It may be, we are somewhat enlivened this sa¬ 
cred exercise j before we are aware, perhaps in the very 
'midst of the solemn office, our attention is dissipafeds and 
not dissipated only, but scattered to the ends of the earth. 
The GOD of all glory is forsaken, and tlie devotion paid to 
some senseless foppery. A malefactor, begging his liie at 
the knees of. Jiis siwereign; and discontinuing his suit, in 
order to a /u/t-t/V-’g, or pursue a bnlterjiij; is *iit a 

faint imajlpf the vanity which attends our devotional ser¬ 
vices.—K®on, which ought to correct lliese irreguiaritics', 
is treated like the incredulous lord; who, instead of con- 
trouling the unruly multitude, was overborne by their im¬ 
petuosity, and trodden under ^ot.^ 

Since then the reins are struck out of our hands, and we 
have lost tlie rule (Tver our own faculties; surely, we are in 
a state tiilferent, very ditl'erent trom our primitive constitu¬ 
tion. 

llier. However insensible to refined' speculation, the 
understanding,, when interest is in the case, is apprehensive 
enough. 

Asfh In temporal f, not in spiritual affairs.—Your young¬ 
er brother, 1 heron, is a merchant. We will suppose him 
at the sea-side ; within a small distance of the vessel, on 
wnich a considerable part of his Substance was embarked. 
We will sup'pose tne vessel In the utmost distress; ready to 
fijundvi* wirl. her leaks, or to strike upon the rocks.—If he 
discovers no sign of concern; calls in no assistance from 
the country, makes no effort to sate the crewq and secure 
the cirgo; wouid you not think him bereaved of his under¬ 
standing, or deprived of his sight? Could you conceive a 
more tavorabie opinion ot bis eyes or his intellect? If, 
instead ot trying every method to prevent a shipwreck, he 


* 2 Kings, vii. 1 % 

' f Called therefore by the spoitlc, aiisdstXf and opoosetl to the jrw of GOD« 

s Cer. h lit* 
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8}i<iuld amuse.himself with picking from the ocean, or 
drawing on the sand ? : . 

Wcf 'Stod every one of our fellow-creatares,; have an in¬ 
terest in jeopardy, iitt^peakably more precious, thati all the 
rich lading of a thousand, fleets. Our souls, our immortal ^ 
souls, are exposed, every day, every hour, to the peril of 
everiasfing de^iruction. Eve.*'y temptation is threatening to 
their endless welfare, as a ridge of craggy rocks to a ship 
that drives before the strongest gale.—Yet, hoyy Unconcefrn- 
ed arc mankind? "Where is their holy fear?. .:;j» ij|ere their 
godly jealousy.^ Where their wakeful C'^H^^ction? 
Kathcr, what a gay insensibility is observabl^Hpieir be¬ 
haviour? Or else, what a lifeless formality pre^ffls in their 
supplications? Their supplications to that Alitiighty BE- 
who alone is able to save and to destroy.—Was not 
the human understanding both darkened and besotted, we;" 
should see our neighbours, we should feel ourselves awa¬ 
kened, into much the same earnest solicitude, as the disci¬ 
ples expressed; when perceiving the waves boisterous, and 
their bark sinking, they cried; LORD! save us! we pe^ 
risk! 

But alas! in things of an unseen nature, though of eter¬ 
nal donsequeiice, that, habitual darling of every 

heart, loses its engaging influence. Kay; when eternity, 
allriraportant eternity is at stake, tvtn self-preservation h 
sc.^e. any longer a governing principle.^—What can be 
nii^e feplorable? And, if we admit not the doctrine of 
origin^ icorruption, vvhat so imaccoUntable ? 

.This, I,niust confess, is true, with regard to the 
unthinking rafeffe To them maybe accommodated 
remark of Ab|b#Sy;*b'Whp,^ifh!e'n saw some foreign le- ^ 
malef^ carryih^apes in their arpr's instead uf infants, said 
to rifle of liis (puttiers; the women of those coun- 

“ tries 710 chil0€n, that they are so fond of such despicable 
“ animals ?”“-^The vulgar are so immersed in secular eareS, ’ 
that ono,^^;|night mdeed be tempted to ask; “ Have thpse 
‘f |ie.0|fe^o i that buying and selling, eating^,, arid! 

‘ingross their whole concern?”—But pefsufls' 
.^ii&ifc^A'education,, thigk,, in, ^ore exalted ‘ 
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Asp. Do you Hii?n imagine, that an '^iev^tion of circum¬ 
stances sets affections on tilings above ? Or, that it is 
thg pettriiat infelicity of the vulga)\ Xo grovel in their de¬ 
sires ?—^Goldi 1 believe, is more likely^to encireiisei tH^n to 
dissipate, the fog bn the intellectual faculties. Abuitdbnce 
of possessions, instead' of disengaging the heart, fasteh it 
more inseperably to the earth* Even superior attainments 
in learning,, if not sanctified by grace, serve only to render 
the*owner somewhat more refined in his follies, or vainly to 
puff up hisfieshlij mind —But comparisons, between the va¬ 
rious classe8;$>f mankind, are as useless as they are invidi¬ 
ous. None^ in dther condition, attend to the things which 
make for their p?ace, till they are arva/ce?ied from their le¬ 
thargy, by the quickening SPIRIT of CHRIS f. And 
even then %ye cannot biit^jobserve evident indications of 
niuch rmamzwg bUndpessi^’''’ 

How apt are sncb^pcrsohs to mistake the way of salva¬ 
tion ? To place their own works for a foundation of h >pe, 
instead of CHRIST, the rock of ages ? Thinking by t'heir 
own performances to rtiw, not seeking from unmerited grace 
to receivci the inheritance of eternal glory. Which is more 
absurdly vain, than tp offer toys as an equivalent for thrones; 
or to dream of purchasing diadems with a mite.-^They are 
also prone to misapprehend the nature of holiness. Are 
zealous to regulate the conduct, without attending 

to the renovation of the heart: in outward forms elaborate; 


with respect to inward sanctity, less if at all exact. A la¬ 
bour just as preposterous, as to skin over the surface of a 
wound, white it festets at the bottom, and consumes the 

UUIIC» '' ' V' 

:GiVe.me leave'to;,.when'0!ur;LORD'declares, 
U^dn he bbmi agdint he cannot enkr into the king¬ 
dom of heaven \: when, bo speUks of eating his fleshy and 
drikk^^ Klg blood J .* when you hear or read of union with 
the blessed JESUS, or communion with the most high 
GOD i is there not a cloud, if not total djirkness, 9« ,your 

h.j- T w'' ' ■' ‘ ' 

‘ ; I, '' V', 1. 
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Itojiid* ?—How erroneous was the Psatmift Ijimself, in his " 
judgcipent concerning the divine disposals ? ^oj^Ush and 
tgnorani was I, emn it were a bei^si^ or as th6 veriect 
beast btfort Tbc voice of experience therefore will 

attest, wh^titha word of revelation has averred j that the 
natural Ije his intellectual abilities ever so pregnant, 
or ever so improved, cannot know the things of the Spirit or 
GODf: He has no sight to discern their beauty j no t^te 
to relish their sweetness. Nay, though they are the purest 
light, and the most perfect wisdom, to Him they appear, 
,»ot only dark and obscure, but even /ho/Mnm itself, 

\ Would this be the case, if the understanding was not 
^greatly depiaved? Should it be difficult for your ear to dis- 
tin|^i$h the diversity of sounds j or for your eye to discern^ 
ih^^ariety of colours; would |kn not conclude, that the 
organs were very much impaired r 

Ther, "I think, you have treated the understanding, as 
Zopyrus served his own body, J when he went over to the 
enemy —Do you intend to mangle the qther faculties, at 
the .same unmerciful rate? 

Jsp, That nobleman made the wounds, which disfigured 
his 0€sh, , I have only probed the sores, which were found 
in the understanding. If* I have touched the quick, and 
put the patient fo pain, it is only to facilitate the operation 
of medicine, and make t<^y for a cure.-^But permit me to 
lask, Wherein does the eXcefietJcy the human «?///consist? 

N Ther. In following the guidance of reason, and submit*' 
ting to the influence of proper authority* 




4 






\ 


I* • Wit'i regatd It? th* ftiyjtenes of CUatST, tip hvH^tuit aetftt-, 

Sull c\ ta m t^cir acoWBo** W>i« «ayt ttus viM f A)a Mvalunhfe yhoie 

vi'oriss isp>C(,crv*d|n thcboofeol riovertn. I am more initsJIt fkatit mS 

haienut tk ^ndnMomtn^ of a, hun even ttte fullov^ang vwitsas the vwy 

amguUr eirviii ni ind ISKtAnt of 1«4 luttbwletjg^ Ptov xxx s t}l« eK*> 

peneni$^ ol rhi^ ixceUcnt man, I ha%e always observed, that the enliight<^4 PMloplc 
’ iatdf* tb*y lament tiieir ignoraot*e j the more they papt after h continttU proiiims 
IkAoyilwtej the more they ptiy for ckartr, atill dearer manifeMatii^ of 

trajosceadetttly rich grace in CHRIST JfSPS, ' I' ^ 
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S ' • I 

than 


'^’%,'that team of 

ling, his /ali{bw''*grouhd';;'‘)^ less 
'ammal5''a^%rHhked\togethei‘i^^^^^^ 

'' fiikf n^y<i 


,’|tci the'voib^ pf theif dt^ They turn to the right-hand or 
: ”to;the left^Jthby ^ or atop short in the 

j fiirrow'^^ of his pleasure.—Are zue 

edublly dbedien,tTd'^;;p^^ the exhortations, the ex¬ 

press injunctions of .but heavenly LORD? The blessed 
JESUS spoke at the bfe|[innihg, and the world was made. 
He speaks by Ms |>rhyrde^^^ the universe ia upheld. 

When He shall Upeak^t the last day, the heavens will pass 
away, and the ehrth be dissolved: Yet He speaks to us in 
his difid^ yvord, and we turhjd deaf ear to his address. He 
speaks tettdet'expostulatthns, and no melting of heart 
ensues. He speaks'in precious promises, and no ardent 
desires arb enkindled:—'Hib w1U, which In these cases 
ought to fur^^bd as Wax to the seal, is unimpressed and 

inflexible as'ah^tro7Zjmer£;.V^ 

Ther, The litiiman will is <?dt^tahtly inclined to preserve, 
accomrnodatei ahd^make^ ij^S; possessor happy. Is not this 
the right position, in. whiibM $1 shb^Id^alWays stand ? Or 
i the /most destrablW:#^ given to itsrag- 

; tiorts? , a, 

T; should'ify^dr asser- 

' ' 



fidy^ifptf%pc^ntriary side.—I 
pbtice, of sdlhe busily ^em- 

' ‘ on a li^eJ®|dck.;'j;'J^ observa- 

•Therph,'on''this,;yepPe‘^ddm'^^ ; 

a little rb^nblic ^. < They inhabit a kind of 
^ divided into various streets. Tliey are govern- 
Jawi' and regulated by politics, of their ovy h; -JJ'heir 
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. magazines, ^re, /commo{|i6usl^ fori^e, 4 j,|:a^ 4 >^ 

"'gua^4M. injuries -4f ;the!',,weaifi'er,,ife|^m€; are 

earth, 

peculiarSome are C; 4 ! 

^n,d;(;jte^ed ■ with ' 

roof'- is.valw^jri^taii^! a, doubly, 

; store-bb^se§j;':,_^;! ’JT^jey „ att|'p^stir them,selyi5S,’,::^ith' ‘i^c|!ssaiiiy 
assiduity,' 'w^letlje’’ air is'serene while the-rpad^ 
and abundant^ of loose grain lies^scatterj^d :ovefthe ;pp^^^ 
’By these precaution^ they live secure, ^hen'liprpiis/emv! 
^Hbroil the sky; they want no planner of cohvenlehcy, eyen 
f w'inrer lays waste the plains.,'; , * 

‘ Asp. P') we improve, so diligently, our present dppor- 
tuhities? Ibis life is the sefed-time of eternity. Do we hus¬ 
band die precious moments, Jiko p^^^ons'sensible ot their 
unspeakable performance f Sensible,Vtha^^^ if we trifl^ and 
are ignorant, th^ will be"irrecoverably gone, and irre- 
trievably ruined. ' ‘ , / V 

Sickness, we know not how soon, may invade, us, pain 
pay torment us, and both niay issue in out final di^Iution, 
Arp ,we duly aware of these, aw^l changes,'and properly 
^ jplicitous:tp ,put all in ordep for their approach J—?We walk 
^alarming thought 1) uptmtSeivery brink "of de^th, resurrec¬ 
tion, and judgement. DoWplk like p/ie with 

pur loins girt > with our knips trifhmed ; in a state of con¬ 
tinual readiness, for BRIDEGROOM’S 

^adyenjt? ' 'j''■ '* "’-'‘r 

^ 'y;:Thdp ants have no 'guided or the^ 

prepare in Hie su^mer^ and gather 

in the *a>%<:^y,i!Wrhaye;4l;.^se,'yjt::yglect,^ 
.pf,;our We%|y^.;6Q;6’sivi8iemng' w(^,-,to 

guide us i A>^vDs ever y^aphful eye,, to overs^, us:; 
GOD’S soveip,gn’command,"tb;fuje and puick€n:u^^di^ 
withstanding all, these „ motives,, is not the 
sluggai^,^ the^ypry language of otir conduct 

^/«7»6er, a little moreJaiding pf 
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' to sleep,, 





rt%fe ,mciiff|j*ence, 

a:||ffie!^;,tl'-This. yoiMt .ap'S 'is 
, iMpinanltjnd in ff,:ihis 
Tm^tMae..01 their wpl'ir , /■■' 


should descend to the 

f round^ though fejhar^^%wk^^ that arc light as air^ 

f the other should Sofe thelheam, though its contents be 
weightier, than the not this an exacts 

representation. •ol. on^^ the Jeelmg plewres of! 

^Behj;e,,■.or,the^|5»^«^^^^ ,.time,excite our wishes'l evSb 

' while'"^he;,,spUd''deligJ^|s ;pp^ religion, 'and the immensely rich 
treasures of;immortaHty, can h^^ obtain our attention? 
—Hdweyer, , Jet us qui^ metaphor, and examine fact. 
Supjiose; I mike K app^^ instead of choosing the 

most:eligible pbj^iCti, theywilf is so deplorably vitiated, as 
to Me what is salutary^, and Ho fond of what is b^efiil.' , 
if you prove this to universally you 

will prove your favourite point wlt^ a wjtne^J ‘ 

When Pfoyidence i^ to thwart our mea¬ 

sures, or defeat o^r ehi4ay%fyi to bring us under the 
cloud of disgrace, of iapupbri ;us the rod of affliction; what 
^®havfbur.^--yt^O' l^e^bpw our heads in humble resig¬ 
nation,? Do we dpepl^dr ‘mouths in thankful SLckfipW” 
\;iedgments?—Observe tHe;:^vaters in that eiegant ociahgular 
, 7.. They, aaslmai;|g|%;4^^ Utmost rea- 


;iy||alrringly wise, and,'of ,all possible contingencies, 
mp^bly the best.—how apt a^ywe to fyifet with 
^uietude; and struggle under afflictivC ^ispensyi^idhf f^^ 
, 0;0ld bull in a net I ' 

y y^bis is a very inmferf^t proof, Aspasio, and cjt 
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Hke wkat is wholesome, cspeckn|: if it ,be'|iiip^Ja| 2 ^bk, yet 
noi'%.lbnd;^;;jE>^r bane. , , •«/,: . 

person, 

trid like,;''bbf'''disffeiM the clear rqpS® wiii^taib} , wh^ ' 
longs for berries of the. pigKtsna^egbut ab^ 

hors 7bdTapii'l4^4'; 

the regiilantyjpf his'i^ppliitef- 7 -I doh'tJ'-\^^it; for^yoiMf a'n-; 
swer. 'idt I more thap su^^ this is['a j:rue pictured of all 
unregeneratfe people. See! how they aftect .dress prid 
ternal ornamenUibu^ are ub^iliipgi,rather.than tO; 

|>e clot/fcd xi'ith 'humilitij* and to ^tH ow CKfeisx!} Amuse- 
';|Tient wdH engage, play animate, and diversion fire them: 
lipt a's to the worship of the Hying GOD, O! whut a yem- 
'Timss. is itlX h'rothy novels, and flatulent wit, regale their 

afld; fatness of the divine word, 
lire ** as their sorrowful meatJl.” Flatter '‘them; and, 
though your speech is a loscious pQisohi,§ their eyes sparkle 
with delight. Admonish them j and though yopf service 
is aji excellmt oil,% dissatisfaction lours on their brow.— 
What is all this, but to lothe. the salutary, and Ibrig for 

the baneful ? . , , 

^ me,;ftopi the same comparison, propose one ques- 
jtlpb be applicable both to the^ will and 

l^fhe iinderstandjng*~Shauld you hear of another person; 
state of whose stomach Wbs so disposed, that it turned 
tjie niost nourishing food into phlegm; and derived matter 
6(4isii<ise, from the most sovereign supports of health} what 
, wpup'you til ink of his constitution? 

. I should certainly tbink it veiy much distempered. 

' '*/i. ^^itbout,degrade of pur,GO to 

jpur souls !iifn';|j'g;i^'!''occ.urrpgcem^^ increase *,'qf their 


* V ■' 5. "' +' Rotn.' xut il;" 

, , g'jobvi. 7 . 




J Mai. 1 . 13:' 


■iiV ',1 


N ■'. ^s.' " iV 

;i his evening exaHititatihus, rrco’lerting that he had 

>1# . ...j w..:..;. <;onjcious, that he beard it v. ith deli;,hi—taking honor to himteli 

“ j. A r» _ «* I .1 _ » . • . fc. ' A< __ xa »■« 


and conscious, that he beard it v. ith deli;,hi—taking honor to hinj( 
GOD mgfyryt A£U xn »3.,Made ilns mcmo.andiua in tvs diarjr; “ 
f have been bath mg my soul in 
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'sinful depi^yil]^!^ (!)ur'very table is a snar^J:!|i and instead 
of a provocativel'i^i gluttony.—' 

Ho^iy;;'(i!’0i^t:'j5;itj'How in pljpty^‘;'p0fi',if^;',be ela- 
..t-ed; wb^"W|^ri!r^ f^^ssed with poverty,'not "to/refine!— 
fHs^ve we busldeiss in the wbrld ? it'cunribers our thoughts, 
or tempts ns to"ava Hav^ we ho business to manage ? 
^e sink into slpth, And settle on‘the lees of voluptuousness, 
^If our scfenaes are prpspeifO^ is is ofids but they attach 
iosto the interests of time,;; If they prove Unsuccessful, we 
too often ar<b chagrined.>yith' disappointment, and sin 
against meekness. . 'Evdh the holy commandment, instead 
ofrestraining sin, or producing obedience, irrit^ites the ip- 
bred depravity j and renders it more restless, more impe¬ 
tuous, more ungovernable*,:r:^Those very things^ ivhltk 
should Imve beenjor our welfare {so malignant and I'dgmg 
is our corruption!) ar^e converted into an occasion of faliing, 
Ther. The will is'J'^tmder no necessi/y of misemploying 
her powers. She is/r^ee to act in this manner or in that. 
And, if a spendthrift, is not a slave. 

In actions, vyhich relate to the animal oeconomy, 
the will IS unquestionably free. She can contract the fore¬ 
head into'a frown, or expand it with a smile:—in the or- 
affairs of life', she is under no contrbul. We can 
undertake or decline a journey, carry on or discontinue an 
employ, just as we please;—In the.o«/re>ar<;^ acts of religion 
also, the will is her own mistfe^ “We can.read the word 
of GOD, or go to the place bf divine wprship, without any 
extraordinary aid from abdyb.-r-But in matters which are 
more intimately connecfi^cl with oiir salySHbn, the case is 
■ widely different. ^ ^ _ / ’' t ■ ’ ■; ■' 

What, says^ ‘OUr fampuf; " Sp^ncef?.''' ;Amidst all 

his rich fancy arid bright im^efy, he speaks as plainly up- 

op seHou^ friend- 

, o Vl ^ ^ ^ 1* ’ '' 

‘let the man ascrib^ it tp hii skill, 

That'tljjorough grace;ltaiS>gbt’the victory, . 
i ,, ;If- Jiny strength w; hay!!^; Jt is’to ill; f-.v,'.'".;',' 

'.d ' -Butall the good ii GOB’S, the power atid eke the wilt. 
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Ther. This wants confirdiatippr^M con« 

^rmatic^, disil the fanciful flights of^A poeC 
Asp.(^0n% jd^;^ a persot! deflijght 
LORD; talie Measure in devotion; afiW^t his^ 
fin is both hi^ duty and hi^ lh^rest. - 

But tii? Jgravitate thb <jiiite, contraiy^ way. 
-His wUri^ ih |hg^ppndftiqh‘distressdcl womaOj Who 
w'as bordek a of mffmftpy'and dinild in rip 

wise lift up 'het^f* CofrujJtiOn,' like a strong bias influ¬ 
ences, or rather like a heayy !mouptain oppresses bis mind.' 
/Neither can he shake off the proj^ensity, or struggle away 
/jirpm the load : until grace, almighty grace, interposes for 
Ibis release*— IVhere the 9 >PXK.fX of the LORD there^ 
1^05J,|hc:re ^lone, is that sacred and glorious li- 

'^berty, ^wbich is not the common privilege of all men, but 
the high prerogative of the children of GOD. 

Would you have a person apply to the great REDEEM¬ 
ER ; apply with a real ardor of desire; as Baetiin^us' of 
old, or the Sprophienidan mother? counting all things but 
dung, for the transcendent excellency of CHRIST?—:To 
do,thi% is to ,possess true wisdom ; and the only expedient 
: to. Squire true happiness. But the human will is like the 
/w|t|iered 4tm; cannot stretch forth itself to the all-gracious 
3^VI0UR: cannot hunger and thirst after his everlasting 
righteousness and infinite meric* cannot do this, till the 
‘ SAVIOUR himself speaks power into the enfeebled, the 
perve^ed faculty.yt)u thiidt;otherwise; try the expe- 
riment^,J Persuade tnep, to thfe hecessary practice. Urge 
, wsi weighty ^gumeht§/^ the most pathetic ex¬ 
postulations exert 'afl vhef ;% and rhetoric em- 

all he^ri^:Without j^n^k prOph^ da:re venture 

%,'foretel the 'i^ jDtsa^Ppihtmynt^ tepe^^ disap¬ 
pointments, iyiill pbnyince you^that bur dfvirie M ASTER 
knew what he's^id,; ^hen 'he solem declared; 
am come to me^ e^pept the FAXWER, zvhich hath ^ seid<^ 7 he, 

our church'W, not taught us to play‘the 


;i»' kt.,' f""i 

‘ j '■ ' . ■ * 'jaii.'Vs ’ ' ' ' 
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hypi 

* 


us to confess:|^jMVe //ed 

,itQ;.;9|9ur sins,.J’^ .'S'Jt' 

,us to 

; To prove"’, 

lowest:;ranks of life '' 

' /iesem 

^?/■///^' LO/iWX nor the 
^get me therefore to the 
“and exaniiii'e, theiii'disposition. 

; '.::.J?#'®3f4“:«<>t'known:persons\of the greatest'SnireiiMi#.•■'•'■ 
iTO^fP^oMidh, hurried away by their lustV^ls ■: 

ivyhirlwind?’'t Krhaps, they ^ 
^ dangeti and defy the sword, in 
more able to renounce 
pf beauty, or the soft solicitations 
or pie^soi^ * than ih^fHoth pan forbear fluttering abdut, the 
flame,: evfen though^ it singes her wings,,and acor^ing 

jfy? :,‘T^^*"-'^^hdrs l^dsses&ed ot a refined imagmirioji, 
the«gross indulgencies of sensuality j yet are slaves 
to their own They are blown i„to 

thd riiost intemperate pushed, on to the most ex- 

Slot ions, hy.evbJ^UtUe ruffling accident. They 
seq the. meanness, which an ungovernable spirit ar-‘ 
the mi^er|V. which tempests 

resoitetp, suppress the inipdthosity of their 
tena]p|ti,.i. Yet, like,'leather,.borne aw^y ;hy}]ithe torrent, 
th^yaield .^p lhe:;ypryJrsrp;|r0yppkiQn, and are^srfuriouslv , 

S t^fipypr.-'^Will'y.ppC^^^^ free, because ' 

are''lodged wdrhin? 
are Cbiged not for the meaner, but for 
i0j^^Pprt of their natpre ? * ,';,,;; - 
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’ r ' 


’ T/ier. Let ,o^pass to the', ^he'' 
soul, 


as a iuiiiic, .mu i.ii,,'|>|ir$utt of happin^^*, 

A¥hat it your shootiiir 

|^lf^w|^;i^iiit,its inverte’d -sifitjes' to 'the ■ earth ? ■ Wou!€t"1;iii'4t ^ 
ti^e, and a .sigh of. great' disorder ?-^.OOiP i$ the. ''’* 
;icentcr of j>erfeetion, and the source of All thS^t 

;ir, amiable in itself, is cobfifrehended ih GO^^. ‘ AU thkt 
15 beneficial to hs, proceeds'from GOP., Do odir desires 
uniformly tend to this super-excellent Being? Dh pur 
wishes tcrtUihafe in the enjoyment of hk eve^glpl;ioda iha- 
jestyfw^ wc are naturally ektrauged^fromhi^ <^0“ 
vet up cdifumunion with him. We ard wedded to trjhes, 
and dote upon variityf But 

the language of our coi>duet---Pej6hrf /ruffi us s we desire 
^iot Uw hiowledgc of 

desire is the first-bprn among the affections, observe 
, it in- jchdd ren. There it appears in its dawn, and Jias most 
; hi'pprp nature.-jrSee, how tltose^/ev, exulting in the sun-, 
ny glpam, vibraie with all the rapidity of motion thej| little 
wings J. Sh prpmpt and expedite, ate the desirea pffohil- 
^«^Feh, to ai#^^drrupting divef^pn.-T%4 bow slugj^hly 
4hat crawHrtg forth amidst the fefretetg haotstbre, 
drags her simy leUgth along. Sp dull jl, if hot relpctll^t,are 


' Isai. X. l4.> ','+'jfob xxi. 14. , 

, t Tbc wings of a SyWc supposed to h#^e tl4 quickest motion, of any 
^sttci which Jiy«. And. Jf'they make, as twturaluu imagine, some hao'dr(H|«. ipf vitirt* 
4o(?» fe a second of tinys, I think, tiiert »» competition in t^casei ,' \ ’ 
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' ihe to any ioijjl^ying exercise. 

th^n^ to the latteir-i; the.^rod can 
former.—4,nd’ but 

thetti>:<;ii>ut in- 

better;Tegulatkfn;?^How eas:lly;are^we 
;■ ,^^|i^^if4;^||W§li/^;%it:.complexibb'and;^racefid form j espe- 

the •decdratidfls' of dress. But 
/ beauty of internal character; 

of yirtue,and the graces of Christianity'; 

of the soul beats regu- 
laidy j is such passionate jondncss for fadin<»' 

;e^beliistecuts, and' sudh a, C£)/d indifference for the moS 
sib^tiahidal eridownients ?—f lpw easily ase smitten with 
riches f and splendor t Hd\y 6br hearts dance under a sense: 
; pf distinction, superiority,, or preferment i yet how back¬ 
ward to love that infinitely loving and loyefy REDEEM¬ 
ER, who would die himself, ^ther than we ..hould become 
a prey to death !: 'Tinder we are, peri ect tinder to the. sparks 
of ifratipnal and dissolute affection. Harder than adamant, 
colderrb|in ic^^/to tbs heavenly flame. 

TVi^r^lf pdr 1^ is blind, our Jear has not lost her eyes. 
Fear is quiet of apprehension; and, instead of being stu¬ 
pidly inWnsible, is ready , to “ rise up at the voice of a 
« birdt.” 

Aspi The passion of fear is sufficiently active, but deplo¬ 
rably misapplied.—We,fear the reproach of men. But are 
we alarmed at the view; of, that everlasting shame, which 
the LORO, the righ|epj& Judge, shall iiour upon the un* 
godi^J Wc shudderdagger, and stand ap- 
the headlong j^iredipice. But how often have* vve 

vengeance," and sported up*,, 
perdition . 


I ,. I . 


Eattcr-Day. . 


account, K;; au.se we are'Covers of- nctjfes, of pleastirc, afidt of ;! i 


GOD our SAVIOUai the Scripture arraigr'.'. jis at as'uA'.Krj a ■{ 


- ■ >/' if?,’ 

■KCTsfWicSTf-TlB 
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- SiH IS the n|jp_t'f)crnicious 
divine poairri;|jp, and provokef 

the bloW?CJ;|3®^ jiin, tlfe 

it iiriQneOTa;n'’lpy,;» 

.'ties, ' odViSl ■ Ifesfe 

. vviVicii;'lE^'*tid'^'l&|i 'an' jnvifmg'fe'ar(eti>^h‘ 

'•.espalier. tliat 'Sfefedad^';^.fefli 

|!t|i@aeighbourin|''eiiii. ' T|if'cfeatb^i’e', though. 

|d^.ty, will fly frfim your’ 1 iand>;’ai%astily'as.frd^S';'||tS^ 
t^f^flng-.piece,. I le' suspec^o; design upon hi's jibieny i|i 3 d' 
'tvill ’endure' any, .^d^trernity, veil}' eyfen"' 

teinpting deJidai^.'in''sdcift, 
':hfti'i»rddds'xi^|it^,sknceS:^ 'v^-e'.equally fearful 'of:ai^''.^- 

Ilifinitely greater t^nger? Do we fly, wilsli etjual sblicitti^;* 
‘^I’rom the delul^i but dcsTructivo wiles pi'$in? alas’l Do 
not we too often ric «//<?:£) the bait, even ^flen we discover 
ihe fat^ hpok ? 00 we not snatch the forbidden fruit, though 

-f though OO0 prohibits p though 


JiildoldiehC’e.’lhOn,' according to-ydur own account, 
J|l^'d®ca^d'''tfee:'i:errdral shipwretk conscience', is GOD’s 
V^egereiit in the soul, and; '^executes her office faithfully, 
.■pvpn the Gefitika^%;!io the law ivrillen in their 

pearls, their conscience aksd^^^n^vitness, and their thoughts 
i^he 0an while accusing or.M^'-i^ushg one another ■\. 





'. • The .ins^^itig i.tin'o«Hion, hy jn anonytnou# 

' the Papiiifc hflti$'fori9ed Ji{ii'“ite'||»u]d "be tho rule of o,ar cortd«ei4i|ifiI||idl 

. .. ... . W9.' i< ^■. J.L** Jfl ViV. 


#'v''‘k' 'j. ,?>'i! v'*'•'«»;■ 

' ■'.' I". ■ ''S- . •'J. n.-fa-ASI"MO;.! 















when gashed ' witSS 
ot the dijii^itiiitJ 


of our various5nt* 

^ . . ; ■ : /'";*; , 

.■''.'evident^;. p; ligtili;:, vw^bfeh you,' mt^ ^b/ihb' ''con* '' 
4sp. ’'tht'Ge^i^s., .'yveown, shew the wrA:, but not th^l 

f Cl ▲Iw .. * - 1.^ - . > ^ ■ «• ' y ..' 


the Hwl^fltteii on their hearts. Some leading ncJii 

‘’“.'ff Vstrict-: 


,t'l^ 

.'1^0' 




without a rml m 



d, absQ- 


{|utfejy'Without 

No,} you say, c<)ils§(^^||i^seS;the,Heithins. Rather, /' 
.'thejuvc^^ienoe of the lawi.i’ 






ice 


sm 


•t. !<\i 


..f '• ' ^ 1' %[PW' ' them*■ yf 


.,4li'^o#ereh<3fe';#buld,*-s|ltb^^ 

divine ■;|5i'|fe'' 
^^nind and conictj^i^T ^. 

'■^I'vT.', ■'• - ‘"i'" ’ 


r:<«;7 


^^^S'''f'’'''';;5^'\' \ '*''^ ‘'I'" ', ' 'V 

:us put the 4 j|»^^|( > 

ii"" "■■''' l ':hUt >'■ '. \ '!*?'''■ '■"' ‘‘7''" .'''£,' -'" ■'^- .'V • 
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',v is indeed thli^i^ost detestable 
ife'wiqkedness. 'j&l^^mai;|..-':|bo]ish 


plwsurci'erj&iV, unnityr^illon, he 
^.. „ ^•t'fe'jcrfiiinahd of h,j 8 ‘'<i;iS|ATORi ■..%:'.'. 

}|,4t®lfe'aifiMly the doetriiie, in'Another of '^ 




aclq ^'Of the sufc^: 

: Jfect; >1^^ isso utemteti, fiid .iess you touch 

let u&hot quite omit the /rah’Mi 


this vve have alre^y taken a side-view; if feii, 
ep^se to see it in fuller pmi^^ttipn, make your observation 
qa-Femdu^.—couie$;?> bome in a rage. . his 
- fierce ihdjgtian|:; e|i^;l marJk Ms wild irregular gait! 'liuW'Ms 
cheek kiudles inif^'hanTei a moment, it is pale as the' 
Corp^. HiSvIips ijte and words arc half choakcd in 
their utterance. ’, Tct, though be can hardly speak, he vows 
revenge, and utters imprecations.—What, I beseech you, 
is the cause pf a It. this wondrous termenf? why "truly, a 
neighbour has drgpt sg^e reflecting hint, or a servaht has 
blundered ill some trrfliiig message. Such usage, JFemffer 
says, Is intolerable; and such negligence unpardonable.— 
This same Fervidus has offered numberless affronts to his 
Maker ; he lias most Scandalously neglected the will of 
his Almighty LORO; yet fCels no indignation against him¬ 
self. But when the interest, of CHRIST is wounded, he 
can sit as unconcerned,:or pass it off With a laugh.—An-* 
ger, I acknowledge, is sometimes becUmMg and useful* 
But is ^/n.y its rigiit temperature? proper applica¬ 

tion? 

Ther. lliis is the practice only of some few turbulent' 
and boisterous spirits; v^To saddle ^//c/r qualities upon emry 
person* is a procedure jUSt as equitable; ai the madmait^, 


■>>.. ,v< 



Ij. Rm.'^nx 7, ‘ 


almost wigh, never to 
‘^ixetnplilicd m common 
'Sec Rrn^ i, JO, £x^. 
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ivH 


calcuMon * reasonatel 


own. 




-mmmM -- 




blqo^^^ intir igjgj^abce, as an extenuation bf 

teAe. samewhich was also iri 
■our'tJ^liie MASTER ? Tt|A,>^;)OUrTassions rightl^^ pois- 

■?i^*i|;’^r^scntment kindled, 'and 
onir bA^'fc'ifcs^ Is an infallibly, sign, 

.■f>attern; ypnsydn|iit- 

primitive' rectitude,v - . '■ / ^ ■. ■■ ' 

of,theiT^'^s 
; this, primitive' '.What- pic-'' 

^iBS|;-shy'''^fl|^and what- does, s|i6'ma4:e-? 
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is' lively and exciirsive, I readily 
ffriant* It O^^l^raV^el die post, or out-fly ffie etyrle. But 

O"!)' skdts s oc fly abfoai to brlfe home 

mscm^j then, I'Apprehend, thougH you sbould admire the 
Realty, you wfll hardly be in mptuf^s: \yith its affency.— 
Tins isjhe real truth. Our fatity, till divine^ grade recru- 
late and e^alt Its operations, is generalijr employed in pick- 
jng^inted shells, or culiing veOembh^ heyhs. Weaving 
(as the Prophet very elegant, and no less 'exactly dcscrib£ 

Bussed m the absurd impertinences; or actir,a- in soeCo/^ 
tion, the vilest ialq^ltJes^ That, whicli should ha -a garden 
inclosed, aJountain scaled^, for the PRINCE of neace it 
the thoroughfare of vanity.-^And even when we ace re 
newed from above, O! how necessary is if, tb keep an i^ 
cessant watch and .exercise a strict discipline, over this’ 
volatile, variable, treacherous vagrant f 

The manmy as well as the fancy, is not impaired is de- 
bauched. M hy else does it so firmly retain the impression 
of an injury but so easily slip the remembrance 6^“ 
fit. Any idle fopperies, which sooth Our vanity, and in. 
crease our corruptirtn, cleave to the thoughts, as the vexa' 
tiousburr to our clothes. While the noble truths of ?he 
gospel, and the rich mercies of a gracious GOD, slide 
away tiom the imnd (as water from the feathers of a swann) 
and leave no lasting trace behind them. This double oer- 
vemeness is very emphatically, and too truly representeef by 

o«irT?“*F/.f ““ '* her ornaments^ or a bride hir 

W t K me, daj,s wMoul num- 

prtsssion, they are almost sure to fasten themselves on bur 

imnOrtilnitv^^ 'rf follow us with a troublesome 

as unwelcome visitants, theyi' 

Tw and again, upon our imaginafion'.;' 

They dog us to the closet; they haunt our most retirid ■ 
and too oiton disturb our very devotions.—Tell 







DlAL06t7ES, 


DOW, fan the Realty be upright and 
a p€rfor0l0d transmit the t«nc@C!p j 

spongCf 'tp im|jibe:',^'permqiouS;'*.;::' ^ ‘ 

7 ker. ftipnd, whatever gui}|v f or others ^bay^ 

eontracte^a jfa^yr: *s^none of yours;-r- 

Hu tian mature; h^is heighteoihg or a4iijatprf 


'isp. inss, even iiii>auy*inuaiiuu, * 

I iJate not except.—is a d^po^pon.^ 

no where, but in damned spirits, artajf^tep j^ppii 
^k/infernal as it is, it has been fopn^ in 
most exalted character, llie magnanimous Joshua felt its 
Ci^troS tooth f. tlie disdplk of tliei|esscdJESt7Swc^^ 
8pureel with its ni^Hgnant leaven J. Apostle declares, 

lhat the spriit zvhich dtVellefh in us iusitth to erivy \\ ;48 impe- 
imousiy prone to that detestable temper, 
i i^ing is edhfessedly a diabolical practice. Yet, how 
^np^epuptably, forward are our children, to utter falshood ? 

fhey are born^ they go astray j and as soon as 
jdmy sj^^* they; spedk lies,---I slid unacca^ntably. But I 
&,ietpmssion*7 is evident. They have 

beconw like 

^^|il&state sp^^^ whoi>n7ifar, and the father of it.%, 
think you of malice, of hate, and revenge ? Arc 
iheyvPOt each a species of murder, and the seed of the old 
sofpkit ? therefore, we are entirely free from all 

ihose, ^Bish; eniptionsj wl must, we mttfr acknowledge^ 
w Pfirtec of this world € has his party Willjm us.? 
^Jliev the Aiiniljlity hand of bbr GOD extirpate ahjd suh/dc 


t idiitt, vt inoruliiy.V—SnOtt»4 W«'«OOti^tli» 

id*',.1 thV'Wfeij yc, dt^raved'1^ 
js^rahty, carry • ' , ' 

d'tN'ottlV Ku H’ il tyfS* 

? ' ‘'f' i 4i.xiv. 30, ‘ ; 
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Ydutell nie 1 k person, who 

fftnd of his felloW^^aturcs, soothe 
lice? %ould he bols^e'i: them 4p in a 


.. ^ 

their^xcejlency, when the^lit n ally 


hd ,40 urideah thing ?’'~Shali the surgeon as- 

*sjire his patkrit^. “ All is well j" even when the mprtifica- 
don has tal^en place,, and^the gangrene is spreading f This 
Were to, refinp the first out of all benevolence^ and do flatter 
theJsst into hkgrave. 

.;. A dispuWnt p? less complaisance than my Theron, would 
p|f;phi^)»L^asK^,witli a contemptuous sneer; H,ivc youthen 

picture?*’—To whom I would 
Cpnfuston» and sorTow, ** I have.” Aliedging 
,th|is Only, jto moderate coi^nsien ; That I am daily seek¬ 
ing, by piayer and watchfulness, more and mox€ to jmt 
old marif tpf^ich is corrupt according tto he decei/^td 

V '•' ' ■ ' ' 

And, to dleviate forrna), I am endeavouring conttr^ 
nually to remember j that however unworthy I am, howe- 
;yer vile I may haye been, my adored REDEEMER’S 
.nghtepusness is perfect; ^nd in this righteouiness, c^^^ry be** 
liever is tp n;ake hM bond. \ ^ : 

Then. So then nian is blind in his undep^iidnig; per¬ 
verse in his will; disorderly in his aflPection^; ;^fluencecf by 
dispositions, which are partly brutal, apd partly diabo- 
. JicaL—r—I have often heard you extol, in terms pf high 
admiration, the virtue of huipility. ydu have lavished all 
the riches of ploqucnce, with haranguing on poverty ofspi- 
.rit, li such be the pondirion of mankind, they have infi-r 
nite pause to be poor in spirit, Iney must, therefore,have 
excellency lett; and,* according to your own account, a , 

very dwripgpj«b|ng ot^^* 

thing displays, in a more glaring lights 
thp extreme dep^yityMpf man, than his sttpng propd^sily t 
;44|!»rii^e,vnotwithilthb4t**g sp much vilcn^ and so rtiahjfy 
^ d^|bf^i|*cs*‘^ShouId th« nol^Jme leper admire the ; 

tjils''complexion, or', i^p;'^,impotenf., paralytic' gkfTy ia4f*^''' 













’him 


:i^feh . we ca-l} ■ ''iyis' '’na£pi«|*i:HtS' 


'-^T^'i:';*. Why dp you’i^'tSk'on pHde.J/^ii 
.corruption I I.see'ii^o 

^?p|;j,ic^i; I' hbpe,,. I' -my^lf.’airi'an lpsti^^i||^ie';'4KpPw4 




f&V'''iioffUardod sallies "Of ■; passippi j #:, 

subject, but 

, '■ - '. Ah ,l -Tpfetoh,' if' you 'was riot p^u'i^^u 
•'^ ':' ;,^i,^.;opye;c”.‘i'‘i^ureasonable anger-alrirays^ proceeds. 
fl' dc our own. worth.~di(^e' whpp'' 

'’^fW'''t'‘.,j. '''14 c4 ''' ^ Itl/4v A' 


thtjf 

wsts, the latter 


'•''^' VOise-:%Pb'are easily provoked^cef*^ 





*'■' , ■ 





■'IW> 




» If *.;iV >bip:»^m 

» ' ..'' 0 MMi 






urit'OGuis; 




m 


that found enfi^iSntp our na- 

wjiarej^^d.- 


Ipipps^;,. but ,a^ f?fmpjl|i(^gfb.^idi^|P 9 r' this 
PSl^endod-it;© man. 


purged pf, nor the elatement 
subdu^d^ till morkitity is swallowed up of 

which most easUy besets us. Who can 
W^0'(tde my heart clean f from this iniquity.? Itde-^ 
i| duties, and intermingles itself with our very virtues, j 
Ifstakltiup, 1 know not how, in our most solemn hours, 
most sacred employs.—The good Hezekmh^ whose 
were |aor^.;’^ than ail the forces of Senna- 

ch^m,mas nU proofs against the wiles of this subtile sor^ 
ceress (J. Even the holy Apostle^ who had been cai^ht up 
into the third heavens, was in danger of being puffed up 
with pride. Jn such great danger, that it was necessary to , 
put a lancet into the gathering tumour j or, as he himself 
expresses it, to fix a thorn ip Msflesh;%mfLpQxix\\ti\ttmes- 
sengtr of Satan to buffet hi%. 

How pathetically is thi^ corruption lamented, and how 
truly described, by a s,Weet singer of our Israel.** 


.1 , , 

; ; 

« ’«• ‘ J 

P'- 

* * 'j- 


But pride, that busy ${n, 

I I ^ I , * ^ > 1 ^ ^ 

SpbHs;^|.th<atT'perihrm', 
Cur5d'p:^^i/''t^at ereepfs sefeuwlyin, 
. And sw^slls a haughty, weirm^ . , 


Thy glories I abate, 
■'^pr;praise»th«e with‘design 




r,<' 




I, 






iitK'.. 0 I 

'!r' 


* V«feV! ' .‘'V, ^ 

*'*'yp#(r ' t a:Cfami. Jtxx^ «5. 











•l\ ''■\. "'‘'It';?''' '"iP^rt'of thy fivers ''■ 'V' • '• ;■’„ "■ 

'■ Or ihipk 

, ' :/■ ■' 

. V 'V ■!;?'■' to , ’;;,' v''- ' 

, ',■■ their'bwnappiiijt^'.*,'■ ';' . 

Ther, Kbw>'I presume, you hav^ givep the last touches 
to your distorted pourtrait. ‘ ' ' , ‘ 

( Jsp. I'here are other^dtsag^reeable and shock,lng^f^j|tti'i^i^' 
But those I shall cast into shades, Or hide und^ a yMIy'^ 
particular you must allow nie to add ; which^J Ijfee 
^ aif jin the countenance, throws aggravated horror oyfe|S!ithe 
whole. I mean, an inclination to be fond of ont slavery. 
—po you-remember the story of Demuratvs^ the iMcede^ 

;.' Prince^? 

I Tfier. Being deposed by hjs countrymeOj'f nd l^ishbd 
from SpqrtUy he was constrained to seek protection in' the 
j Aereipi} court, ^pr a while he might seepi reconciled |p 
vns^age, and suppress the Spdrtm in his breast, ^ut 
: when f^omdasp.n6, his gallant troops preparing 

defend‘the pass of ThermaJ^ia, he coql| disguise him- 
seif no longer.^ down his cheek?: Ifc 

Jbiferiy lamented his djshpnpr^ble Situation. He eitdled 
''■\mi!:''Drcciatis to [Xerxefs and longed fo join th(^e 
Vbravc petrous of liberty, Btil wal detained, still detained, 
by his hard circumstances', a&ng the vile stipendaries .of 

:‘¥tyrahnyt'’ ^ ■'* * ■' r/ ' 

in this jnstande', and in others, idw/edptiveez- 
^d hasletk t 0 k^lifosed%. But we alas 1. we prefer ponda^p 
‘ ,|fi(|;pdotn,--ahd are loth to leave our prison.—Of this, btir 
^twardniiss.to seif-cxmmalion, h ho^ consequence 
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•i >" i ’ 


'i' . ' • WjtTT»!i5ijtr.t 


y, i 

"\ ' )’* I 


'■+ tHegcnc'o'm*{iirft, bufciwh^nitousratie^.of/^Myil ekilc, ary fiaely:(c!c$<;ra3«l'in 

Mr. O^oveaS Zrm'fjW/, Book Itt.Tit''' " 
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t*ut; 




under 


1 0pen a window in 

J ' :_ ! f ’.'Ji '' JVi'tM.';. 


and a'''01 


sigh 

■ d'is!ike’"’fof f^roof ? 

' .bi:£aM^''.i#d’yi'uou|,^|)airis,,an4^^ ratfer than 

>br,is 


JS hl0i:e grating 


harshest discord; 


tends ti;?:, dissolve the enchantment, and rescue uS 
irom th£^ranny 0^^ While ^<i//efj;\which abets the ; 
delnsipnj^nd sttehgthfens the spell, is music to our ears,— 
Is ttdCodt iea^n, which should arraign and condemn every 

to Invent excuses, and to spare the 
eason j which should unsheath the dagger, 
Sil]^|intenas the mask ; and, instead of striking at the 
heart of'our vices, ‘creuis them under the cover of some 
p^l|^le names. A wicked habit is called a human infir* 
^^^“^ring di:yerhi()ns pass for innocent amusements; 
a te^ihgeful ^ispositfefi is termed spirit, gallantry, and ho-. 
tiorj Tims our reason (if, when so egregious!/ perverted; 
it cteserves the name) is ingenious to obstruct our recovery ; 
:^jid rivets on the shackles, which our passionShave formed. ' 
/. .This the eternal wisdom foresaw, attd therefore littered 
tlmt tender expostulation j //(f?w loiig shnpk ones wiU^e 
\i^^p ^imptkihjy ami scornerp^tXv^i and 

hate knowledge ^ Evep the inestimahiy precious know¬ 
ledge pt ail-atoning aha completely justifying SAVI- 
•OU^:; who preaches, ^dio hajs purchased, and who works 
'deliverance—preaches in his word, has purchased b/ his 
blo^, and works bs' hi^ SPIRIT, deliverance for the qap- 
tivcs~thp wretched eap^yi^s ignorance, siu, and death*. 

; ^' T^ be ilie most ah^ deplorablep^tQt 

' of h^hnlati depravity—our aversion to the dpetrine, the pri- 
the grace of the gos^pelv. lfeware, ‘ihy,4car friea^., 
prove injr^^ipoint by^shall 1 speak; your ;pwh" 

' am my tenets, ''jf'should be sotr 

■' ^^;.-tbi;'have sne/t a 3et|f|p|^sthat;i.9p.pC their'truth, ^ 

'7%er. You are h|iSiy pbtimh#> Aspasio, to single wieput * 


ibr yoiir evidence. 


iti 


the honor he appropri- 





icies.' 
; abani 



'vill4nSftlSi!‘|^^^*^ never be charity; tbM is 

;uns^tfeTable’b^i^oripusne^^^^ ■'jf"'i^'''"^'r , ■ 

Let mC’beseech )*ou, Theron, not to rn.^^p^feftd: 
design. I speak not as a malevolent sutirislf'bfll^^dhtd 


wjtll'ian ? My soul abhors the :th|mght 

'—I biost entreat you likewise to remember the disti^OtfoiJ, 
,,,.;betwf'^en a state bt nature, and a state'-of gface. 
l'^l,;naturaiJy^ evil. , The zoorld^ says -tfie ’ Ajki^tle—■' 
$ho^^d imagine,; that the charge is advanced only ag&st 
r^oinfe, abandoned wretches, he enlarges the indictment; he 
ifend^it;^ whole world I mi barely‘slips by 

^ijinadyefte^ce sin, or falls through infirrriky into 

^tfre.^ent ^ but lieth in d)ick^dness As fhe ax- 

i^eritiohedby^the .saqr^^^ lay all torpid arid 

:at the,;:l>ottom 0^ fomkn^. In this miserable con- 
; ;4k^p^jv^e should teaiaih^^ ever remain, dki not a su- 
>'|xerhafural ^ower workM us htth to wiW and to -fo i some- 
: what like that power which cau^d the ponderous iron to 
;rise ^ ihe ''^^ater, andswirri. on the surface. ^ 

It is ffijis supetnatural,power which makes sopi^ .tp differ 
: both; irdip, their original selves, and also frOin : the ge- 

.meighbours.^- -Are, they": tph ' 

andteformed in, thpirivfife f 
ability:^ Iheh c^h, 

!’ ^hiph‘''purgcS 'jawikk'theh'' 
I ‘ yet'hot ,wlihoui jeayingi^.^^^ 00?/. [■ ■' i''', ■ 

jife^y"'Asp^iQi, strain 'the how, 'tUl 

it brdakiSi.' ^''l^ince:beript!ure,it^ff'pyeB^tes some persons^ as 
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■> ^ceiyi?,^-n^r’,b’e;;'p5e^.(Bived'? 

an€ m, . wpri^/?^ t—Cdfi^equently; 
cl^afised irom this.,b'erb;ditary 
aiifi^i!n;ei|||^^d^^^^ rcharacteif cortfiiJtes your derogatory 
' i^g][[fes^nt^ibns bf;'-mankind. 

Those eminent saint$ were perfect. That is, they 
yver^ sahcli^^ed throughout. No one grace of religion was 
Jackitig, *2)^,in the new-born infant, there is a human crea- 

no constituent part of the vital frame is 
'^yij^lplfirxillipagh each is tender; all are very feeble j and 
na|®^Triv$» at the full size. 

They were upright. This word seems to be explanatory 
of .,the;^receding ; and signifies an unfeigned desire, joined 
Ayfiilia hearty endeavour, to obey the whole will of GOD: 
exb(^dihg, npt all beif^ct, but ^\\ prevailing hypocrisy, and • 
wil^ remissness .—The interpretation, thus limited, is of a 
piece with their conduct. If stretched to a higher pitch, it 
is evidently inconsistent with the narrative of their lives. 

Pray, what was your motive, for decorating the silvan 
retirement (which sheltered us yesterday) with the statue of 

Elijah F ^ ' v : 

Ther. Because I thought, his solitary life, and gloomy 
temper, suited that sequestered bower. Because the me¬ 
morable adventure, there represented, is with me, a favor¬ 
ite portion of sacred history. 

Are we pleased with spirited and delicate rallery ? No¬ 
thing exceeds his pungent sarcasm, on th6 stupid and des¬ 
picable dupes of idolatry. Every sentence;is keen as a ra¬ 
zor, and pointed as a dagger, yet wears the appearance of 
tle rdost courtly complaisance. We hiay truly say, in the. 
^aiJtiful language bf iht Fsalmst^ His words are mahther 
tha]doU^ md yet be tk^ ver^ sm^ ^ : 

■■■'f.'.ii.Wi: .v«' , ' . . - ■ ‘ 
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Ate''‘i*^e^‘^i&€l|g!iit'9^d!',' ^Itb'' Insta'iEsbfiS 

by'St 

^ V >sii 


'fW 


we admire the triumphs of faith ?" his faith'-'WS^ 

; manlier, omnipotent. He prays, and de¬ 

scend from the sky, to devour his adversaries 
again, and the sluices of heaven are shut ; 

'dew nor shower for several yearsf.—A third tirhO he l^flj^sV 
and the windoivs from on high are opened; abundance of 
raih^idters the earth J.—On another occasion, he pi^sents 
his supplications, and GOD makes his feet like ha||i:J^et. 
insomuch than an aged Prophet outruns tlie-royal c1ldript |- 
Mp. I commend your taste, Th’eron : and am partiddlar- 
ly pleased with the reasons of your choice;—But do not you 
•^remembet^ tliat even the wonder-working TishbitS^uWed in 
Shis resignation; and failed in his faith? Eminent as he was 
Wor mortificatibn, he gave way to unreasonable discontent j 
^atidnthoogh a champion for, the living GOD, he yielded to 
' tmieiiemilg fear }j.—T//e man mo^^s zvas very meek^xtbove all 
the mtn which were upon f^teface of the eartho^ • ’ Yet fie, 
even fie was provoked in his spirit, and spake unadvisedly 
with his lips **.—Was riot Peter the hero among our 
LORD’S followers ? Yet he trembles, more than trembles, 
I at the shirking of a leafj he denies his divine MASTER, 
scared by the voice of a woman. 



a Kfngt xvi'w t. 
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waft whQ;,>y:^s^b|«fc,'t|o suc!» like pafssiom m %>c»r<r 
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' ■ *»W'-t^!5:4::PJ^®S:,;;p£'.,those, 

''■'i^Sifi|)?if^|befin»^& first' rank,'' (iafi'd^?*'of''’'^'t|S: 'highest 

' d.igtsnguistog gift i ,m 

;:W|!qb;thg^:|jJt|.lfGU|an^^ ' *,'• , , ^ ' 

t VKife are talking, the day has insensibly stole 

itself awa^^ and j^s surrounded with twilight. Which is; 
a sort of iu&lre ,ihtcrn;iitigled with darkness; no part wholly * 
lucid; j npjljpayt’wholly obscure.—An emblem, according to 
y0iPr.;ref>r4i!ehtation, of the renewed soul, and its imperfect 

'.fflpisCvk . 

iWp. , A very just one.—Even where the gospel shines, 
still there is an mtercurrent gloom of corruption. Ignorance 
mi^es itself with our knowledge. Unbelief cleaves to our 
laftS^Nor is pur purity free from all contamination.—The 
Prophet foretelling the establishment of the gos-, 

pcUkingdom, and describing the state of its spiritual sub^. 
jects, says; It shall conw to pass in that dap, that the light 
shall not he clear, nor dark *. This, as to its" literal sense, 
we now see exemplified in the circumabient atmosphere. 
\yhh regard to iU rpzVvVwfi/ meaning, every true believer 
feels it accomplished in his:,pwn breast, 
k Tker, While you are so y^keihent,. in decrying all human 
attainments; consider Aspasio, whether you do not check 
znd dispirit us, in the pursuit of exalted virtue. 

Asp. I suppose, you never expected to be such an adept 
in geometry as Archimedes, mx so profound an astronomer 
z:sNmtons yet dns did not check your application to the 
$(:udy, of raathematips, or the contemplation of the heavens. 
{r^^phr'Wothervtfem I presume, hps no prospect 

of a Croesus, or the i Immense, trea-, 
yet this docs not dispirit him ip 
prpspebting the busines, which brings him both opulene^ 
'piid''hdndr. 


t; je^b. Jtvi, 6, ;jr. 



wr' 







j^accept the'ortiiek- 

jguments-; for y^r "<J^icoh|^pp^t j 

/arms*' ifi'foU,hefoo" conclsfej/t{&yi'isiptMofo|f%^^ 

;.a vei|::lH%'<fo'Faticfo, ^ words ofa /ea^'ij^'kmg j “ 'Vt^en 
yj>ii'vha,^e;'^Jtifo^ what' you pursuel'te^J'iV^e 
,'*i thQt:% may gix^ and attain it ^". 

Ther, According to your account, the 
and established christians, are but like a compia^|Sd^?i^^^Ti 
yds. Does this pot extremely derogate from the hpntfy^W 
'Our l^iQRD, considered as the physkian of souls? |t iseenis 
■tD make a mere nothing of sanctification j and wouldfswal- 
■^w up CHRIST the king, in CHRIST the priest 

Asp. Invalids they are: and such will continue, Wthey 
are dismissed from this great infirmary, and admitted foto 
that holy, happy, blessed world; where the inhabitant 
l^cdl uQMQre sc^, / am either in soul or ih'body<y/c)5't. 

: If thh cure Wi^ never to be completed, this doubtless 
^;^bUld be,dfshonor^bje to our Almighty PHYSICIAN. But 
fij^e yspintuallm^^ earth, and atfvancing 

: Ifofoughtime, Will Bo .j^erfeOtei^un heaven, and pfolonged 
to eternity.—Dock this make a mere nothing of s^nctifea- 
tion? No, but it makes rooth for a continuaf progress^ and 
afterwards for continual humilidtim. It reserves a foost ex¬ 
alted pterogatiye, fur the heavenly state and beatific vision ; 
and perpetually reminds us of a most important noth, that 
our present: blessedness consists, nbt in ;being^/:e<? frani'M 
Cain, but imhaying'nnsin-'V^ipMWtQ uS'fc 

''^''<^»^I|ii^’;ifo,p|ffeeiion of'out obedience, instead of cohfo&S^' 



persfedeti.'V Wbat;need,.of anyptefii^.^^ to recommendbnr 


• Matt. ii.«, 


' X ' ■'''' ■-‘I'' ’ 

f I^,;ooiia,4‘ Paal. xxxii. a. 








mw, 

M . .^'r''' a 


^ some;tain|^MI.^%inal 

p^ ^ftIST.V^lt'mter; ^tm.i 
, tfei^:tip;:fc|pait^us’'ti^ diyik"attiii\ 

in^cbisauctibg' the^affair:'of hfe':’' 
that the'righteousness' oilS 
faith jSay h;ive itf due; hotior, and the sandtihcatiob of tho| 

SPIRIT 11 ^ prbper e^eem.—Of his got^oe^,, ih carrying § 

on the worn df grace, amidst so muelf infirmity, and so 

and in crowning, with consummate 
frail undeserving creatures.—Of his powers 
iif'Meeting a variety of benefits even from—' 

Tftpfy Benefits^ Aspasio!—Can any thing beneficial pro¬ 
ceed v;fi<)m an evil, which, according to your own reptesen*-' 
is so incorrigibly malignant ? 

'Mp.' It will' tend fcTmake us loidy in our own eyes. When 
we..iremember, that we are altogether become abominable;!”! 
that the remains of this hereditary plague still adhere to 
minds; that no one faculty of our souls, nof'so much as if 
single action of our lives, is wholly free from this noisome ' 
infection ; hgw must such a view of ourselves cover us with i 
shame, and lay us low in abasement 1 Less than the least (f 
aU th^ memesf, will be the language of such a one’s very 
soul.;'' ■ !: 

, It . will dispose us to compassionate others. How can we 
take a brother by the throat, and require faultless perfec¬ 
tion in his behaviour, when we ourselves in many things 
ofiTend; in all things fall short ? Every such consideration 
rebukes, what I may calf spiritual unmercifulness. It pleads 
td^erness and forbearance to our fellow creatures. Is a 
i^bnitdr within, dind whispers thait affecting remonstrance j 
^O^htJcst not Jhbt io have compassion upon tliyJbUotv-servant^ 
since thy Aimighty LORD hath such renewed^ Such 
Tltei^pity ontheel. ;; , • ' . ' 


* Ex»d. Kxxiii, >y'.Gcn,-#xxu. »0. , t Matt. xViii. 33. 




^ymera{}l! 

to 

hea^a|.;:ii 




)!' ^ .;■ ■ ' '■ 


mn 


m: 




nea^0m,;.^f}i^,^^rgf^c^!, ;.transceii.denp7.T|^|j,, and^^aTO^iy. ^ 

not reconcile ^,W:|Jie agproach’or 
deailit. /tMsjrpietli^ftks, like w'ormwow vOp',theor 
frail in the cup* must tend to wean us from tfe^ Hvorl^^^ . 

Cl ' ' 1 ' « • f ^ <#*’ 'I y#'"*'•'"V'- 4' 


j. ^JHowcan we be enamoured with sucli aikn|tvg|l<ifr |7 ' 
ness; and such a vale of tears? Or why should’iwe^bl^i:, 
wbeii providence gives the signal for departure, to .pfdfefig 
ourfbfpde in these4erritories of disorder P-^Surely, this must 
inciinc us to leave them, every day, more ind more||i.,qur ; 
adbetioris j and at last, to leave therp^,, without anj^^e|d,t> 
tance, by fi; ,al dissolution, Leave, them, for that b^Uer , 
country, where, our personal righteousness will no longer 
be detectivef the ihobn ; but shine forth with 

consunitpate fostre, like the meridian sun, in the kingdom 
stf.our, 

will the blessed, JESUS in every capacity, as 

iil£,,stings of the iibry ^ and the dearth of the 

^jiste, howling wilderness, endeared to the Jsraeliics ho\\\ 
the if;; miraculous antidote, ,and foefr bread from heaven.— 
'Uiey who believe this truth, must see their inexpressible 
and incessant need of CHRIST’S spirit. The protestation 
of MoseSj^^, on a particular oepa,sion>; will be the daily^ .the 
hourly breathing of their souls; ^arry ns not up heiice unless^ 
tky presefic^ .,thy SPIRIT, ^o wilh >For .yvithout 

,'Wf'i;4a;n dib,charge no dpty aright,';nor,,su'c^essfolly;' 
teimpt^ion.—^I'h^iy^will be essi^fedlngly,cantiou^^, 
sacred guest,‘lest he’db,p^rt. frqfo,thfm|'' 


.to,the power of. their lurking" cpriupti-., 
.[( /i<r,,abantd^hi;fliem, when‘"su4h .foes 

their case*' 
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■ locks 

'' value tili-'iiiy&feS'the co-*-' 

; *' 

'■'-A^’^Oiev 'wl!f%fni#e1itesuftt^V^- eiitei^ .into' the" presence' of 

tK'4'';iib'!^st'’!^li^ft reliance'' iif>pn the 

than the sons’" of -‘ 
€-0/5 virtiuld have'V to apear before'the viceroy of’ 


Egypt* without : the,f^^Ompany of their' brother'^.-^—^In> 

all, in all thejV bft^efcoursewith heaven;'the great PRO- 
PlTIAllO^'^ be their plea, and the great AD» 
\50CA’t'5 their confidence.—The impotent man waited at 
the^bol bf'Bethseda, and the Syrian General dipped seven 
times in Jordan. These persons u iJl not only rev///, but7/Oif 
by the; fountain opened for sin and unclean ness f. “'rhey.; 
vylil^lyash in the sacred sanctifying stream, not seven times,' 
ohiyl^but seven. : 

, ■ When such sentiments possess the mind,, how dear.^ 0;J 
how dear and desirable will our LORD’s obedience be?^!^ 
Convinced thar we? arc corrupt, universally-corrupt in the? 
very constitution of 6ur nature, nothing V^HIl quiet biir con¬ 
sciences, or satisfy our souls, but the rl^htebpsncss of JE¬ 
SUS CHRIST:-i~I called, sometime ago, bur own works 
tvorm-ealen things. And itiust not thfe'Se corruptions, if they 
remain ever so little in hearts, depreciate and defile 
whatever proceeds from theni rMpst they not be, in all our' 
works and all our duties; \\k^.corrodifig vermin^ in tlic sub¬ 
stance of our'timber; ot at;the tore of our fruits? Should 
,we not then fenouneCi utterly renounce, what is tarnished 
and debased by the poisbil ot hell? And rely, wholly, for 
everlasting acceptance, on our Divine,TilOH-PRIfiST? 
Who, ih his mediatorial works, as well bs in'his wonderful 
?|jer^n, is ^l&geth.er light mti perjaiim } Atiii neither in 
them, is there any defiency or any darkness at alj. , V' \ 

! Excuse tee, Therpp 1 fear, I have been pfeaChin^i J^ 
itepbftahce of the fe^t/muk form tey apology.' 'It is &|>i- 
troductwn, not to ttetebbrds of history, pr tlx 


f t Zscb* xiii. n 







ll'- pi4 , If.^ny^^io 

-in #1 «<* #^a >«kn.'i4rW n la‘ .AilL-ab^ — * 


f<>r;:hjs ra^w^s>_-ihiat w!ic^i^ii„y,CFy.iaii:^.l|i- 

:; tive'j and;Jpough;tfe'sei;ji(i.^^^^^^ ,wa^ ’cQiiiQMS>:4Sic 

\ hearer,n5kte;skptinor 

to ha|^fe tJie w^ reviewed, and i that it;i^ 

beeii^laij^e aa the pyramid, it may, like tjfe pyramicjj ter- 
.Vminaledrtappoint,,;;:', " '^, ' ' 

-<!fyp^.;;;TlTiis then is the state of our nature.?—The image of^ 
CRIEATOR is effaced. Wisdom, righteopmeaSi. and 
' llijie holiness are lost.— v^icw the understandingij it ishlthti- 
.n<Jss and stupidity.—View the affections j they are drsdtdet’ 
and rebellion'.—View the willj it is enmity against GOD, 
the sujjreme good; averse to things spiritual; but fond,even 
ifto dotage, of things earthly and sensual—The whoi4 «onI 
is deformed 5 distempered 5 and, to every good pnfpose, 
"dead.. ' ' 


‘ Mortifying, abasing views! Methinks, they should be 
|:like Medusa's head *, or like Mc/iae/’.r sword t, to all self- 
^ttifticienpy and :all self-dependence.—Shall,such a creature 
|)retend to be possessed ot those sacred endowments, which 
ijiay constitute a proper recoipmendation to infinite haimess f 
-^Is such a creature qualified to j)erform those righteous 
acts, ^hich may bear tb^ test of inflexible Can 

such a creature fulfil that extensive, and exalted law, which 
allows of no failure; whicK t^eiiiands perfect obedience ; 
and denounces a curse on ^yefy transgression ? 

Shmld he conceive the vain hope, or make the vainer at¬ 
tempt, 1 Would now address him, as Je&hash formerly an¬ 
swered dmasuah.—Amazia king of Judah, elated with the 
littk? victoties'he had obtained over the Eddmi^s, began to 
invincible. Prompted by this foolish irriagK 
he challenges Jeoash king of Israel, to meet him in 


^ .tells u«, was so monstrous iindliofrible, that the very sight of 

» no%;ealed the blood, turned evefy behdlda-,ia^l'!ttpoe. ^ * 

mm «ifnn»s a#, wM so kneo ttd foi^^We, that noUiloe could 





M' 


^eive^ this.irpiiic^l 

If^ej, exCiedciS§r-2T5e' 

0^^^0^:sod to wm and 
in: JUbmon, and tM 
offer to.esta-' 
preatefe-^tp j;ustify our ‘ 

■ff ^OD—bni%sptcd6ld tf^islles, 

,tM'j^|?^;t|gtiselves stately cedars? And Wef'not'wious 

every corruption, a wild beast of the 
i^hicp will tfarrij>Ie on the impptent Ijoaster^ and 




'?! ,^^gS-.Xvi. 9, 







J>ULOGUE XIV. 




Aspasio was employed in preparing for hisi 
journey. Theron, free from business, and disengaged from 
pompahy, had the gteatest part of the day to himself. 
Which he spent in reviewing the substance of their late con¬ 
ferences j not without intermingled aspiriitions to QOD, 
for the guidance of his Divine SPIRIT. 

At evening, he xceni^ like the patriarch of oM» into the .; 
field iQ meditate'^: amidst the calm of nature, to meditate 
pn the grace of the gospel.—^The sky was peculiarly beau¬ 
tiful, and perfectly clear; only where the fine Indigo re? 
cpived an agreeable heightening, hy a tew thin and scat¬ 
tered clouds; which iipbibed the solar rays, and looked 
like pensile fleeces of purest rpno/.—rAll things appeared 
with so niild, so majestic, so charming an aspect, that, in¬ 
tent as he was upon a difier-ent subject, he could not but 
indulge the following soliloquy, 

How delightful are the scenes of rural nature! Espe- 
cialiy, to the philosophic eye, and contemplating mind.— 
cannot wonder, that persons ip high life, are so fond of 
, retiring from a conspicuous and exalted station, to the 
covei't Qf a shady grove, or the margin of a crystal streana. 
Arej^p desirous of quitting the smoky town, and noisy 
Sirept ; in qrdpr .io; breathe purer air, and suryey the ’ 


, fi Gea.^x>y« ^ 3 - 







, f‘ dish, I had: ^JmpSt'i’Said, 
“ false polite'n^'si 


« sin<:etil3E.<^,-n>i<jd. " Herfe, 'tf.rsol4ml.;"W'#'i^^ 

ny is 4qldom brought into play ; and th^ 

" siphs of ppihplirneot have no place, ;; |hd;^rpw’;is the 
f* rea/index or the temper, and speech; 

‘‘■preter of the heart.’’ ^ 

“ In the country, I acknowledge, we are seldpht'^|k- 
,“i ed to see the mimic attempts of human art. But/|ve> 

“ every where ^ehold the grand and masterly exertions of 
*f dWine power; M\> theatre erects its narrow stage .^ sur- 
ff rounds it ^kh puny rows of jtscending seats i or Mojrns 
“ it, with ai gifting series pf gorgeous scenery, 

‘J extend their ample area j at 6rst^ lightly clad with a^carf 
“;,of ^ridging greens then, deeply planted; with an ar- 
“ rangeihent of spindling stalks j as a tevy more weeks adr 
4 f<:Vance, covered with a profusion of bearded or husky 
grain,..at .last, richly laden with a harvest of yellow 
..-f plenty-. '; 

“ their beautiful bospmi yieldia soft 

“ and fertile lap for fbe luxuriant herbage; and suckle trij'? 

“ mds of the fairest, gayest fiowefs. . Which, without any 
“ vain ostentation, or Jealous anxiety, rival each other in 
“ all the elegance ot'Graved pf various leaf ; ac- 
“ rayed Jn freshest verdure, and liberal of their reviving 
“ shade; rise, in amiable,, in noble prospect, all around, 
“ —Dtotes i^ sturdy oxen, strong for labour, or fat for the 
“ shambles; iterds df sleeky kinej with milk in thei? ud- 
“ dersi and vjolets in their , nostrils!of welhfle^ 
sheep, with their snOwy!ambkins,,frisking’ 
th^se cmftpQSe the living rnachinery.—Boundk^/ra^ctlib^ 
bending ature, varhi^ed with inimitable detticy, arid 

“ huhg with starry lamps, or irradfa^d with'solar Ibfe 
“;frPm_ the stately cieling;.--.,While thlJibarly.^bre^zeSyfiand 

no pestjleutkl'tliut p, bA^linning'ilbe. hundd"' 



pleasure ?_ Than t 6 (^f|eih^s o$ 

|hbauchery, where :5(ffoir'l8::'daily ,'« 
oifiHIhWd^lll^d^wrth, what his vtrtlries^calf;jinodiat ’ 
e ii^reat|^li!||p:.igehteel amqsement? 

^^fipeiti>|fl€^ed tuneful to melt''in strains:,of 
f* 5^0^^ anguish, and transfuse the sickening fondhijss to 
« the* hearer's breast. No skilful artist^ to inform the '/w/e 
f‘ wlt%;m 08 ical enchantment; to strike tnfoctiqus melbdy 
frmn^^ the vidl; and sooth away the resoltitmahd activ^ 
f« ty;^ virtue, in wanton desires, or v6!uj>tudus:mdolence^ 
theId^}^ the Mis bleat; and the howling, 
5* circling roeks, echo vylth the universal song. Every vsE} 
« ley reirturrh^ts to the pf silyer^untahi^; or [|a^ 
lap^c of gurgling rins.~.tod^,; wheh the dhearfol mot^' 
ing rises, or the gentle evening desc^dfe, 
tbpu^nd bpughs, play "a thousand^airs, 

" ly harmonious. 4nd did: ever 


<(« 

<( 

(C 


i • 

*AV « 


Kbdtvie,' 


“ taught'sprightly warblirigs? Ofpah^ftdy b 
J;hbir''g^'and'gjpssypldmage? ■ 

" “ Chdrmed therefore with the finest views;; lulled with 
“ the softest sounds j'^au^fiheafc with thb richest odours ? 
“ what can be Wadudg'Jfo^cdm^^ Here is 

“ €vcr^ entertainmentiiftt the eye ; the; most rt/ined gmtifi- 
cations for the ear; ahd a perpetMdl ^anqu^t forthe smell; 
“ without any insi<jious decoy; for ^l^b-^tegrity of our con- 
duct,' 'or^ even tor the purityjpf.xburfari^,’' '■/ 
a:| ^ yfhloommg walks, 'a|^®owery 'laWns,''surrounded 
5*j'^w]th''a€y^y' iandsca|)es'!' Hd^'often have 'iFcftrhfs. auid 
“•’"HeriBaiiicJaid aside the burthen,of ^powbr, and ,^C]ie;,Way 
glare of^|;t:ihd'ehti;# enjoy theitiseivesi'**''in yoiir 


eayjifioriceQC^kaaupWiulti^^ ' 

















its severity? thatlt;^oto«J!RlF^<^ 

,;■■•;'!;!curses cver^; 'the' ^ 

some of the terror,'.aud^^alme^ all. 
a,,masked battery.—It was quite uh'exp^-cted- 
considerably,—To push his'adVantafffe, he 
€nI^r|Mppon_ the Infinite purity of.ODip.—gJbri-' 
pus ipK^bjiness; camot look wrt eM;, wStlii a^^Cjbiv 


■nivainc'^, or without the ^t^psr:4bhhrT^ilc|;f 
assur^%, destroy, eitte thefSih, or'thps&Wi'-Wm'ti^te 

his.,face.‘'' ' /, ;. ::v" ■"^'; ■ 

' 7^ victory,: he , play&;pf''^^hetrine' .i 

original guilt, hnd original depravity/' 

ture, a child of wrath. Fallen from GOjO^; by *^he aposhSufiy 
of the first Adam. Dead in trespasses and sinS. 
enmity against GOD: all my faculties corrupt: every imk- 
gi^atiJon evil I \ ''’,, 5 , ■ ' . '-■ V 

X After ail, he bid me cofikider-^'What ftuits must spring 
a ?iahire ?^liigw they must appear, when com- 

e djWith such a /art? must deserve, 

^ Such a GOD j^,:a4nd k^h venture to put 

myself upon trial at t^e dtrinp irihuiial, on the plea 
^perfbrmantiesf' ‘ ■"■■ ■' ^^ ■‘' 

■' •;;;^ese,'I must confess,'jre! 'Vfjf:w:pighty and'Sfartling 

repTeseh^ri^ns; 4 re-'true^, the face of'hh* ' 
man affairs catties , a roosV glbd'i^y^aspectV rather, a most 

■dtwJml :storm is hanging over the child of meh; Asoa* 
j^io urges nie tt> fiy, without "any delay, to the covert; of 
CHRlSTs meriiorious obedience. This,' he 
WToyglH out, in the ^^me, and in the ^tead of sinners : 
bp'kdmittedy.?bom,at;,the,Throne ''of Grace, - and'-fhe 

i|V' 




9 ,a waffi 


prejudices to 'r^ail4| 

^ -t 


’^^^S^Ul!iSve^-heard the clos6 of tfifeii?' 



^:t«TO&H4|:|nteiEtupt his friend, in'^O' 

;€^lr^'',t<i ftserv'c the issue of so 
; had htlfierto concealed himself. But thinking 
^hJe'ijainute,' he'Stepped forward, and said^^—, '■ 
i' ^nd »Why, not aiioget^er a cbhvett t s Whitt 

9hopl4^hihd^?r^, l^eron, from submitting ’il^ sdira- 

■,iiflpiial;a;<siiW,tn;&* ,i«yj|ljl 4 he most, entire acquifesencef'ii^hat 
!^shid^d Wod^fSini trom: emhraiHng so c4mfoHahle^> a doc- 
^^tnne,'wil^Jpb'Vuttn^t comp}acemf 2 |i'why should've not 
sUh'scfibetand heljtlj, that dtVme' decrfee ? 

> me saifh the 

the claims of the law to an4 
^#^cted’^l|f'the perfections of GOp are glorified—If the 

ate seeured—I must acknowledge, it 
Srlfl be! yrtto oKrfthan I could once h^ive 






by-thia doctnhe^Vthe'claim of the itt’W-'afie.t^*?, 
prfectioi^,of;:ppp,are gIorified*^’p:tllieiter-. 
are $b||r^r^Ivmust acknowle^^J'lf 
wiii'^hil^imto' wsorihY of>'to^ptto^e', than' I .'cpuld -'bh^e 


■a3jiiansw'todt‘~-*^iPpii:' tl^fe 
|^^^h|^'#it|!:^cred :mjutii|^ioh$i'' which,CHRJ^;id|feC 

.,in^»'its : awful' threatempg^ 'Whicb 
■" .'He' MfiUcd all its pitpepts, by 
h^bt> and,rtheippst perfect%t«^gjthy 


■.♦-;i;«ii..;liy, < 7 , _ 








InflexiBfy:^ 


,„v,vi‘\yhole cur^e'v’^lMiilpsmn^'upon 

Tp_4jiObqi^^ ng^s ■ 

|v;in«.)awi than it'cohwj^sSibfehar 

S ^iplbtfermpted^duty of, Adam^'^^’^;,^t'liis 

^OD, which were di;ihonpred By our 
He appears; by this method ofjhis- ' 
pjirably rich in shewing mercy j yet steadyj 
I in executing vengeance. The sesptn^ ut' 
^race* dpd the’^ifrw/’i/ of justice, have each its due exer- 
cis^;* each its full scope. The holiness oflhe divine hut'ire, 
and the dignity of the divine government,^ are iv't only 
liiaint’ained, but most magnificently displaced; .Indcfecl, it 
is the peculiar excellence of this w^ohderful mat 

it reudei^, dll the divine attributes supremely-Veiierable, and 
supremt^ly^amiable; ■' 'X9 ' 

' I'fier, But'^ the ihf6fe$t^ 6f moMltli/ secured ?‘This is 
: what I ath st'^giy, inclined to doubt. Ami ,to say thC 
truth, ibis is now my pfincipsil objection to yfe scheme. 

4sp. I shall nevei* blame my fridhdv for being vigilant 
^nd;. ^ei'btis Over the interests of'-moralllyidii'^fibur'^octrin 
had aimaltgiiant aspect on true rnOraHfyyrf^ i^ptdd give my 
Voicb^g^iiist it,and use ail my ertdeayours to suppress it.— 

, Put; it is;jfufmed with every tendency to awaken « 
dre^d ol^ slnj and affectipf wit the of our 

10’K'EATOR*s ^love. ■ r’i^ipdvi^imQfc th|';^strongest bdrrier 
against the encrouchmelit%ipl vice the sweetest 

inducement to the praetke' of virtue ?,;! - 

t ' I am glad to find, tliAt a jealousjl fpf theinkmsts of mo- 
ralitys' is the chidf obstacle Hltteiivyay pf your assent; 8c- 


', ‘;'to ■uhi\^^l society,,: Whereas; dt Js. in’ -fact^^.^ 

I^^#^y^penh)gv4ttd'|vifenne‘t0'thts’S0C^ j' the,duly .mean»“' 

general ioterc'ourscVj'^i the great big* - , 
AcWfth;W'isAere^femfe '' 






Hiav, qn'st>t#fu|ft^e.o'ccasio 
'lj(ie'd4ireVoiliito''Imagine, ratl^ei;* 

■qiiablo'yoii ''that your 

'tbe 4m ;JorJli^S' CHRIST:' 
givefii ypiif %y virtue of which, you 
come accei^si^to 'GOD , the merit of 
in or<ilir'tp’‘efi3oy all the blessinj^s of titfie, 

Then jet tne ask; will ibis alienate your fro# your 

Almi^ty BENEFACTOR? will 
' pisence, or send you to carnal {^ratifications in qUest of hap¬ 
piness ? Quite the reverse, Wlien this faith is wrought in 
your heart, nothing will be so powerful, to produce holy 
love, and wiMhg obedience ; nothing so eDectual, to refine 
your temper, to exalt your desires, and enable you to over¬ 
come the world. 

What says the Apostle ? I through the laxo am dmd io the 
to*. Being made to understand its great extent, and 
high perfection, I have no longer any hopeiof’justification, 
through my own conformity to its precepts.-—Did this 
piqmpt him, did this embolden him, to neglect or violate 
. nis duty!f'i%;at#e ?acrcd writer’s own declaration. I am 
! r#ea#d ffoni^ to bondage of the kw j I am 

# Cjtlly[|^T for righteousness and salvation j 
zviih QOD» T hat my whole life may be devoted 
to his honor, who has brought me into a state so delight¬ 
ful, into a liberty so glorious. ; 

Iter. This liberty, I am afraid, will be of very little 
f service to, to licentious; and gay world. 

Asp.^ I be i.j no pain even for the ga^ world, if once 
cordiaUi rec'tive this gr^cei and are vitally in&uepced 

iWt * _ '5 ''' ,'ti'7L> A. -'''r___' i_ _ _ 


X^-this 'dbeto^*'’ i' Whiciy,;;T# 'from' weakening',-any' one- 
l^heito pf pietyi :tos to livery motive,; the eridtoing en¬ 
gagements of gtoitudei ind parsuasives' of 

To&. . ^ ^ 

Nay i I :#m .petoaded, that niultitudeis in the gay and li*^ 
T:entious vydrJd, afe^held faiit In the fft#l snare, by tMiriig- 
norapcc of this svyfeet> ^luring, con^latory tr#^* 
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informed, that the infinitely merciful. 
SON of: imciertaken to redeem such undoneand 

helpless sphers.^^That he has thoroughly expiated the most 
horrid trantsgressions, and procured even for ungodly wretch-r 
es, alj the needful supplies of heavenly grace—That, in¬ 
stead of being prohibited, they i\xq invited to partake,./ree/v 
to partake, o? these unspeakable blessings—w'ere they ac¬ 
quainted vvith these glad tidings of the gospel; did they re¬ 
ally bjajieve these .gja^^l tidings of tlie'gospel^f their chains, 
which how now*iike. steel and. adamant, would become 
UU a fhreaH! qf toxe, xvhen it touru’d the fire Yes, my 
friends these truths, if once revealed and received in their 
hearts, would, be an infallible method to make them free 
What shall I say mori>, to obtain my Th^rion*s approba- 
,t;ion ? phall i point out and plead the mqsj^'hPstfipus prece¬ 
dents ? GOD the FA is well pleaded with thisrigh- 

rtepiisness of our REDEE^MEH. lib.presses his com¬ 
placency by the most emphafical words: Behold mi/ servant 
phpm l md^old; mim m iohdm my soul delightet/i li. 

In,CHRIST and his rig^hteoiisnessj GOp is not only pleas¬ 
ed, but delighted: his very .rw//, eVery perfection of the 
GODHEAD, with iaeffable satisfaction, rests aud acqui¬ 
esces in them. I S2\d m^abJe i for he, has declared'this, in 
: %tnan,net superior to ail & force of Unguage, by raising 
Oqjr crudfipd SURETY from the dead 3 by ^ksJting him td 
Deayen of i|eavens 3 aqd placing him" at his own right? 
;,l|8pdiir'^iy/-' ■' ' ", ' "''.v., 



score of 
the eon- 


sin. Therefore, like de^i^r^atq dfibtors, 
; ^ripMs tliboght j lest a donsciousness of their 
oyyq ' of Ihe dreadfur reckoning, 

Mould t^lem before their lime *. 


c viii; ' ' t xvl, 9. , “ t. JyM 3*^ 

■ f.' ’ 8 . 







,Vieste^ois:it biX'b'oiiiOT, p 'sb^ne 

:>:'Oysnes% of hil- dfjs|»!c., ' 'It 'in«'“ 


death^ fjprl^n. sinners ^re w^sh^d 

l)idod|-■ and presented f4LiItless by his'0be4ie#id^ll,fk’'>‘''' ''"^' 

■' m'HO'LY"$PlRlT is equally^lckssf grent 

trans^cti'^n, and its matchlcs? eilects. It f^^jiis peculiar of* 

• fic. '. ai'd Favorite employ, to convince the \yortd of thejr, 
SA\'fv)UR*s righteousness. ]Sh)t only that his nature was 
Rpotlesly piire, and his conversation perfectly holy ; but that 
rr'mi both results a righteousness, of infinite dignity, and 

- everlasting ^0icacy x sufficient, throughout all ages suffici • 
ent, to proeqr? acceptapeq ^nd salvation for the most un¬ 
worthy creatiites.''‘ 

Since th^n, this method of ^accepta^ce ^ntl salvation, is 
excellent aqdi glorious, in the adorable TRINITY—Since 
jt magnifies the law, and yields the most exalted honor to , 

• ks divine Ay ^HOR—Since it makes ample provision for 
' t;1ie holihessTpf a con'iipt^ and die happin ess of a ruined 
'%orld-r^Why Wdl4 my friend any longer dislike it j oppose 

it ^ or treat it with a rcold' indifference ? Sprely, all those 
grand recommeablations, arc e-oqugh to over-rule any little 
objectipn^, >yhich may ari^ fro/n the suspicions of timidity, 
pr may be started by theWdfioey of sophistry, 

1 know, not how Aspasio; but I. cannot 
concile ffiyself to this doctrine of imputed righteousness;; 
notivithstanding all the pains yOu have takenpXo make Ae 
,concert;;"" A ■' d‘ ' ‘ ' 

'■ The,4isa|i{?61ntn>eikj>'mrne,^,b4t 
' Tbejon.^lIptyeX'^r^^^ Iqt-m'eTntreaV'you, 


I C*'®v’‘VKvi'J'-r "'V* ■ ■» ”'-'M/'h,: , i'»*''»«; ,^JSSKSVS,-!;/ 




come after him deny 

upon tbe/!iuf\pdft'-'‘ and\exteut 
pi .n^erely'.to forbea^rtlie'ini^mous. 

actloii'j^yi^' must .denv admittau^fe^-deny', enter- 

to the evil imagination j and cjaeAcb even 
tW enkini^l^'spar^^ desire. When I had shot 

a^.^anddip^;c|p(lt, m-y hdhest friend replied j “ there is another 
*' iristah^i^f: self-denial, to which this injunction extends, 
‘5 and vsrht^h['4^ tot very great moment in the Christian reli* 
** gjon. ; ;I itoean, the instance of renouncing our own 
“ strength, and our own righteousness; not leaning on 
“ that^ for holiness ; not relying on this for justification.”— 
I thought the old man, I must confess, jitti^rbeitter than a 
superstitious dotard ; and wondered at / what I then fancied) 
the motley mixture of piety and oiddhy in his notions. But 
now I discern sense, solidity,and truth in his observation*. 
Now I perceive, thrf|‘ we ourselves are often the dreamers, 
when vve imagine others to be fast asleep. 

Ther. You have no reasom to be ashamed, Aspasio, of 
receiving instruction froth your honest counsellor; For you 
icnow, it was observed by the antients, and now passed 
into ^ maxim. Neither, need you suspeet» ;that I shall for^ 
get or disregard your caution, relating ftojit precipitate de- 
term.inatiph of; myjud No; I;Ishall endeavour to 

avoid fhe fock, bn which my friend struck; but happily, it 
saemsV escaped'ship,wreck,--*“You may likewise assure your- 
iself that; upioh a subject of such exceeding great, of eter¬ 
nal totoseijuence, I shall not fail to use the most attentive 
and impartial consideration. An indolent supineress, or a 
obstinacy, in this, great crisis of affairs, would be 
of all errtW the most inexbusabie, and must prove of all 
.|niscarriages the mtostfatal. 


5 the sam oihcmiw he wonl4, «(Bycr ,l»8vc.piit those >vord$ iivio' 

i dWtn^ Speaker. . , '.."ft i.- -, ' , ' ‘ 
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Asp": 

' '4er.. ,..'For safv^it:on.TU'Sr^|re^tJy 

V,isf;r«ati(i''otx6fTU:^i%citt:ire. it puz^tes 'pwr«!^ascm,,|^0|fe'flcis'^ 
; ^ri’>r}de;rr^**^;^Wliat.'?'''shajl we not'woTlc, '^Hnlo 
'“ "ri^ht^^^sS-’^r^, Shall we receive 
« ou|:§f^iyj^i5. ho better than ynprofitable 

npJtbini^^ nothing whatsoever, tbat.may recqftttntead hs td 
‘‘ Oujt ^l^lter l^-'-'—This is a methocf, to \vhicfe Vwe 3hohi4 
never, siibipit j this is a proposal, which ^iway$ 

spurp; were not our natural sentiments recti^ed, and opj? 
Iti^h irhaginations abased, by the power of gracfe. ' ^ 

Let me remind you ot a little incident, which you must 
have read in the Grecian historv. A certain stranger came, 
one day, to dine with some JLacedemoniam i who always 
spt dovvn at a oublic table, and were content with the 
plainest foqd. Thp gentleman, acc ustomed to higher eat¬ 
ing, ccjuld not forbear expressing his disgust, at thp hot^lif. 
provisiim.r^ Sir, said the £oob, you don’t make use' of the 
^«z/ce.-r-What do vou mean Po'f lied the guest.—You dpn’t 
use hard exercl e; r or habituate yourself to long absti¬ 
nence; nor bring a sharpened appeiitc to the meah-^ And 
yot, my ,;d.ijt^r;;,friend, I art appre ensfvc‘,.have hot the: 
>i6auce ; have hot the proper preparative f)r thii? sa^tary 
doctrine v vv’hich i^s indeed the breau of ijfe, and fhe very 
marrow of the gospel;' ,■ .^y>‘ 

liter. What preparative ? I>id you not hovy say,that 
all was free; and nothin^iheedful, but only to receive the 
blessing^ 

Asp^ ; nothing is needful, as inclining GOD to give; 
but only as friclining us to receive.—Would you seek, would 
you sc(|iciL you so nmgh as accept, a pafddn, frorh 

your soveieigU ; .unless yon stood»convicted of some capital 


til “11^;; isvruadd''f%fls|l|je,/'t^ rhO' wtatK'abiftfre 

W he.,ja$||y, deserve^;.;, |n;d;j 
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of CHRIST, Ke.m^lSlriavoidably 

, ‘ , 'V'''f, 

'■ Thirtfe©4,^|;:'^^ seha^. of tho ‘horjriblc. ’lU- 

th,i,n#$S,,Ofil:|g^pi in-the sight of GOD ; of th^l'hhume- 
raBk' ^insMMf hcaft and life ; and of our undone damns- 



fc the imagination ; we shall be like Gaiia 
listless, indifferObt, and caring for none of these fhhig ;;,—But 
when they are deep, and penetrate the heart, then the righ¬ 
teousness of a REDEEMER will be sweet, tasteful, and 
inviting. Sweet as myrrh‘and frankincense to. the smell; 
tasteful as milk and honey to the palate j inviting, as gold 
and treasures to the ruined bankrupt. 

77ier. How.are lhes« convictions wrought in the soul?. 

Asp* hytke laxv is the knoided^e of sin. Consequently, by 
the lavv is the conviction of our undone state. Let us there¬ 
fore endeavour to understand the law of GOB : how pure, 
how extensive, how sublimely perfect it is.—Then, judge 
of our spiritual condition, not front \\\e flattering sugges- 
tionsof self-love, nor from the dejvclwe exaniipfes of our fel- 
ilpw-croatures, but by this zn?e/T/7ig standard of the sanctua¬ 
ry .-^Aboye all, let us beseech the GOD and FATHER of 
our Ix^d ^jESUS CHRIST, to send his enlightening SPI¬ 
RIT into Our hearts. 'for indeed, without the enlighten¬ 
ing.indueilces of the SPIRIT, we may have the divine law- 
in our hand we may comprehend its grammatical meaning ; 
yel be like blind Ikirtimeus under the meridian sun. It iS 
the blessed SPIRIT alone, vyho can rend the veil of igno¬ 
rance from our minds; and shew usi either the wonder¬ 
ful thTUgs of ©pP's law,”, or the glOFiods mysteries of his 
goi|)el. Jp:this-&eiase, our .polite Ppet f speaks a truth, as 
singularly important, as it is ele^antl) expressed r 


«. 'A late' cpm)n5*nt8tor,.',of ^ ctfiikwFce,. has atjt^a^-ptpA f.o 

and wduid. it,'as _ 6f' 


",r ' 




: ;£!•/' f: ?oc*n, .Tb* Messiah.” - 
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Atm''^b .0t siglittt'ss ,<!yc-balH poi»rjfe ''' '' 

':'-'.'.^iH ,j?pa giye:.tiie .leave, to'propose 
Whlch^^i5#^feve, .,qiay bexonM4erably''s»pSte 
p«H'tie*ji^^ss|'.;';’'"5^?I'ach, i am assurefdi^' 
vantagecj^)||p 'niapy;other respects. ^ i' 

■ 7%A'’,pa<5k'ward as I a,m to adopt 
lio ,’enemy,itcmy own interest., Therefd?T!|>^ii|||:|ij',^^^ 
give ypu lea’i'e to propose, but give you tljapfis 
eating, so valuable an advice. ’ 

Jsp. It is, in reality, none of mine. It was long ago 
recommen^eti;'by your old acquaintance^ Horace, it con¬ 
sists in keepU^ a diar^.,, 

Coifipilc a secret bistot'y' of your heart and conduct.— 
Take nritice of the/i^aniier, iit which yonr time is spent j 
and of the strain, wdiich runs through your discouf^; How^/ 
often the former is lost in. trifles, how often tltie latter evaj- 
porates in van if y.r— Attend to the principle from ivhioh you^ 
actions flow 5 whether Irom the steady, habitual love ‘ of 
GOP, or ftpm some rambling impulse, and a ctislpmaf)^ 

' pro^^ensity tfJ pi^ase yourself :—Minute dtivvn yopr^^n^ of 

vou neglect tp ;glp^,felyctir-;i' 
'Creator', i'‘fa„edii!y, ,'ydur feUow-c.r^atiti'esj an3‘,'fe',inf-<; 

: prbve yourself in knowledge and holinessp-0$se^d 
frame of your spirit 'm reli^iQUs duties. ,Wi^ 
tance they are undertaken^’^apd^dth w in(}eVpti|n,; pcT> 
formed j with how many’^ahsderings of thought, and 
much dullness of desire.—How^ often, in transacting Com- 
T^pn a&i^, you feel the inordinate sallies of paSsiqd, thtf 
i^wdrkinffs bf^vil coneupiincc* or the intrusion of foo&H 

^ 'fv,;,;'',, , V, 
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i^icturc and scarce omitte^, k, siiigle tree, 

tvhicb gjfeW updn the premises.—Act thus vVith your will, 
youf undi^rstandingi your affections. These arc vour noble 
infental Dein^me. <Df which none but yourself can be a 
Gorrtpetent suf^ejj^or. 

Tber. It is'unreasonable and preposterous, I must acknow¬ 
ledge, to be tninultely exactin meaner matters, and touse no 
accuracy ofihspcction in the most momentous affairs. To 
have a COitect draught of our lands, which are a tramimt 
inheritance j and no map of that evcrlating possesion, the 
soul. 


Asf}. Gratify me then, my dear Theron, in this particular* 
As I purpose to set out very early in the morning, I shall 
insist upon it; that you do not rise before your usual time in 
order to compliment my departure. Hut I novv make it 
my /f/i?^wish, and n\y parting request, that you wili, for some 
inonthiat least, keep*a diary. 

You have wondered at my Opinion, concerning the cor¬ 
ruption of nature, and the insufficiency of our rightcoc.^vess. 
This may seem strange, this may appear shocking, to a mind 
unacqminied with itself. But, when y()u have searched 
jour heart, by this probe; when you have felt the pulse of 
your §ouI, by self-examination ; then you will be better able 
to judge of sentiments, and enter into the reasons of my 
faith. ■ 


By this means, we shall also discover the sins, wliicdi most 
easily beset us; which most frequently elude our vigilance, 
.land baffle our resolution. We shall learn, hino topoht our 


guard ; when tq exercise the strictest watch ; and where to 
direct the artillery of paayer .—in a ua.. !; We shall learn 
better than from ten thousand volumes, to KNOW OUR¬ 
SELVES. A knowedge, which was supposed, by t!ie an- 
tient philosophers, to descend from heaVien j and which I ' 
believe, pur divines will ^Up.Wfdias a liappy ten¬ 

dency to, lead' people thitlrer. BeqaUisCi pf aII other prepara¬ 
tives, - it befj: disposes' them fur^ that bfeed. K EQEEM ER, ' 
,yho E^t^eHvay, the pnly, way"^to those 

'■ ; ■; , 1'^ ■ .-M.'''’’“Vv*’f'-w'> ■' 



prAxoetTKs, 




J tlirbugh an unknown country. You come wh^e 

' the road divides itself into two equally invitihgpar^vi'^s^^^ 
are at a loss, which track to pursue. Whose dii^ectioil w'ill 
you choose to follow That man’s, who has passed thrbugh 
one of them only ? Or that man’s, whohas pa^i^d and rested' 
them both !—To wait for an answer, would be ati affrorit 
to your judgement. Only let me observe that tlie last i^your 
Aspasio's case. He has traveled long, and proccedco far, 
even in your path. All that circumspection and assiduity ; 
all, that prayer and selt denial ; all, that fasting and alms, , 
and every otlier means of grace could doj in order to esta- 
bhvsh a righteousness ot his own, has been done. But to no 
purpose.—He has also trod every step in the way, vviiich he 
recommends to his beloved triejul. He has made the trial, 
concerning the r’ghteousfiess, without works^ or the righ¬ 
teousness ot GOD imputed. He can set his i^robaiatnesfy 
to whatsever he advises on this subject; and may venture 
to say, with his divine MAS rER,cce.f/?Crt/i xvc do k/wio^, 
and testify that we have experienced. 

Ther. t am sorry to observe, that the night is coming on 
and our conversation almost at an end. IViy regret is in¬ 
creased, by the consideration of your intended journey.-— 
'|Tough business obliges you to depart; it will, 1 hope, af¬ 
ford you leisure to write. This will be some compensation ' 
for the want of your company. , ' 

Yonder is sinking below the .horizon, and just taking 
his leave of our earth. To retard the departing radiahcc;, at 
least to alleviate the ap',)roaching loss, those western blouds 
catch the rays; and retiect them to our view, in a most 
amusing diversity of colours. By this means, we enjoy the 
g]wat luminary in liis beams, even when his is withdrawn 
frOftn our sight,^—An epistolary correspondence has something 
hatu^ l>e called,.the talk ofab- 

'’"^^ends,' 'By^Tqis/'e'xpe'dient, tlicy communicate thbir 
^hven thb^h.cppiitr kingdoms, or seas intercept 

i(oh’tos|,f'tl.iel*efore, promise'me,;fhts.'’Satisfac-.' 

with my .^spasiq""b^'' 





dialogues. 


when I can no longer have an intercourse, with 

You have, anticipated me Jeror 

what is now^mv promise, would have oe ^ ^ 

1 caniiot big fake r.otice of anouv rticulari^ in that 
magnificent asp^folage ot^chvjd-^ they vS«L their 

appear^oce, as the lamp 0 i < chanced its sUdation.—A 
little whdc*. ago, those streaked 

with o»’-'inge or amber. Presently, they borrow 

■^he ’’jlush ot the ’*'^, 55 ^ ci* ^j-jc softened red of the pink. Ere 
Kmg, they with vermillion, or deepen into crimson. 
Soon suce^^.cds the purple, more beautiful and grand tlian 
any im^perial robe ; and as soon (thus transient is all sublu- 
nary grandeur!) gives place to the sa^ic iril of evening, or 
saddens into the gloomy pall of niglit.—Such, I trust, will 
be the issue of my Theroji’s present apprehensions. All 
his splendid ideas of, human excellency and self-righteous- 
r/ess, will become faint; will lose their imaginary lustre; 
till, at length, they fade away, and darken into absolute 
self-abasement. —Then, the grace of free justification, will 
be amiable, will be desirable, as the beauties of the dawn; 
breaking upon the shades of night, i hen, you will make 
no difficulty, to say with the Psalmist and with the Apos¬ 
tle \ Blesiyed is the many unto whom GOD imputeth righteous^ 
without works 


Pom, iv. 




SEMES LETTERS. 

LE'I'TEa /. 


^SPASIO TO THERON, 


DEAR THERON, 


I AM now at the seat of my worthy friend Ca- 
9 Ttilbis s where business and inclination will fix me for some 
weeks.—- This cveninj^ vve had a most pleasant ramble. I 
have met with nothing so agreeable, since I left your house, 
jind lost your company 

The time was just arrived, and the scene was fully open¬ 
ed, whicli furnished our great Poet with his fine dcscrip* 

tion ; 


Now was the sun in western cadence low, 
From noon ; and gentle airs, due at their hour, 
To Fin the earth now wak*d, and usher in 
The evening cool. 


At this juncture, CamiUu! invited me to take the air.— 
We waiked several times, along a close shaay alley, arched 
tte foliage of .filberts. Here, hid from every eye and 
the whole world withdrawn from our view, !'? 

imiks strbllmg in their cloysters.— I urning short at the end* 
a pawUel range of majesUc and unitormly spread- 
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^. iivgxvdlmit’frees. This traovsition, was somewhat like 
' ^vancing, through a Jow porch^ into the isle^, of a magnifent 
‘ cathedral. The broad leaf, and large trunk, ot rhpse^lord- 
Jy trees.—their very diffusive s]>read, added to th,ei^prodigi¬ 
ous height—give them an air of uncommon dignity. It 
swells the imagination w'ith vast ideas, and entertains us 
with a romantic kind of delight, to expiate amidst such 
huge columns, and under such superb elevations, oi living 
architecture. 


Quitting our cath.edrr;!, we turn once again, and pass in¬ 
to a grand colonade ol oahs : so regular in their Situation, 
so similar in their -.i/j , . : o icmar’ ably correspondent in 

every circumstance, that diey looi.ed hhe llietnif:s ot na¬ 
ture ; not only beJonebm^ to the >anic family, but oroduced- 
at thesame birth, d hrr'ugh these lav a walk, strait, spa umis, 
and gracefully Jong. I’ar exceeding the last In the extent 
of its a^rea, thougii much inferior in the stateliness of its 
cieling. It put me in mind of that divine benignity, which 
has allowed us the space of six days, for the prosecution of 
our own comparatively low affairs,j aiui svt apart but 
in <even, for the more immediate atten Umcc on the sub¬ 


lime duty of worshipping our CREA JOR. 

This walk was Covered with tho neatest gravel; and not 
a weed to be seen, nor one blade of grass, tltrougli the 
whole extended surface. It stole into a cc'ntinual ascent; 
yet so very gradually, that the rise wa.s scarce disccrnable, 
cither by the searching e)e, the toiling feet, or the panting 
breath.—At the extremity, a liandsome xumwn-houiV 
ed a flight of steps, and half a rtiictian door. T he rest of 
the building was hid by t!ic knv-hung clustering be nches. 

As soonaswe entered the apartment, CamiUm threw <ij>en 
the left-hand sash; and, with it, a most onlargedand arau-^ 
Bive prospect.—The structure appeared situate on the brow 
of a considerable eminence. Whose sides were partly con¬ 
fused and wild with broken rocks, partly sliagged and per¬ 
plexed thorny shrubs. The spectator is agreeably sur¬ 
prise^, to lintl'himself accommodated with BO elegant vt. 
mansion; on the summit of so rude and ruinous a spot.— 
'l^t horn greatl^ is his surprise and hissatisfacHd^augme^t*^, 
^heniie.^asts his eye forward; and belioM^ the beau& 
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ful meads, which, from the foot of this ragged hill, stretch 
them’selves into a space almost unmeasurable!, 

Through the midst of this extensive vale, which was 
decked with the lineat verdure, and replenished with the 
richest herbage,'' a river rolled its copious Hood. Rolled, in 
a thousand serpefitiiie meanders ; as though it was loth to 
leave the flowery scene ; a'ud made repeated eflurts to pro¬ 
long its stay ami' 1 st such lovely objects.—Till, at la;.t, having 
loitered in^ its own labyrimii, and wandered uiare than 
twice the length * of the 'uea lows; having held a mirror 
to the aspiring poplars, and bending willowvs: having paid 
a welcome salute to several ornamented villas, and passed 
through ti'.e arches of two or three euriou'.jy pendemt bridg¬ 
es i it seemed to meet tijc sky, and mingle vviili the lio- 
rixon. 

Opposite to the front window, a cascade fell from the ad- 
jaceiit stream. It flashed and foamed along the broad slope, 
indented with snuTfl pits, and jagged with protuberant 
stones, 'rhe current, vexed and embarrassed, seemed to 
rave at the intervening obstacles; and forcing its rapid, in¬ 
dignant, sonorous way, struck the ear with a pcalot liquid 
thunder. These frciibl waters—let our angrif pasi,i<j:js ob¬ 
serve the admonition, and follow' tiie example—soon forgot 
their rage ; sot>n recovered their temper. Collected into a 
little rivulet, they ran uirinca1maiidsilentlap.se, till they 
lost themselves amongst beds of osier, and plantations of 
alckb'. 

I'he river, widening as it flowed, was parted here and there 
by several littie islands. Scattered, a.^, it were by me hand 
of chalice; and rai.^ng tiveir green heads in the midst ot the 
lucid stream ; they jnesented a most unexjieeled and most 
pleasing spectacle. Some of them'were tufted with reeds, 
and surrounded with rocks and shoals, the unmolested re¬ 
sort of ssvanns. Some adorned with stately porlicas, and 
alcoves s t.bo graceful retreats of rural pleasurm (due, lar¬ 
ger than tile rest, seemed to be furnished with cool etubpw- 
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soring walks; fitted for studious retirement, or sedate con" 
Itemplation.—On either side of the charming valley, towns 
and villages lay thick, and looked gay ; adding ornament 
and variety to the scene, and receiving innumerable advan* 
tages from the passing vvave. 

The whole recalled to an attentive observer’s mind, that 
amiable and august spectacle, the Sjjrian * soothsayer could 
not behold, without a rapture of delight — From the top of 
the rocks I see the tribes of J El lO VAI I, andfropi the hills / 
behold the habitation of liis chosen people. How goodli/ are 
thp tents^ O Jacob I and thy fahcrnncles, O Israel / As the 
vallies, are they spread forth ; as wardens ^ by the rh'e7"s side: 
as trees of excjiiisite J'ra^rance f, zohieh the LOUD hath plant- 
ed; as cedars of stateliest growth, flourishing beside the 
waters. 

We had but just looked about us, when a messenger came 
for Camillus, As he was called to settle son>e private affairs, 
I chose to stay in this inviting retreat; and determined to 
to make myself amends for the loss of Camilla's company, 
by beginning a correspondence with my Thefon,^—We have 
pen, ink and paper; in all our rural retirement; that, if any 
thing is started in discourse, or occurs in meditation, worthy 
to be remembered, it ina) immediately be committed to 
writing. 

O *' I 1 ' 

I could not but observe to ray friend, tliat, fine'as the 
prospect appeared, there w'as one decoration wanting; ifsotpe 
grand deformity may be called a decoration. The lidges of 
a bleak and barren mountain, or the skirts of a sun-burnt 
tawny heath, would give additional livelinessyto tiic ornament¬ 
ed part of a landscape. Thus contrasted, tlieir beauties woOld 
acquire a new charm, and strike with double vigour. 7 -^ 
circumstance would shew us wh^t vvretched abodes, and 
iinli^spitabie quarters might have fallen to cur share. And 
would probably awaken a more fervent gratitude to tlie 
Supreme DISPOSER of things; who has cast our ** Lot in 
“ a fairci; ground, and given ** us a more goodly liern 
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• So a proper knowledge of the divine /dw —of its sublime 
perfections, and rigorous sanction—joined with a conviction 
of our extreme deficiency, and manifold transgressions—a,ll 
this would endear the blessed JESUS to our afTeetions, and 
powerfuilv rccoinmciui his rlghtt'ousi.css to our desires.— 
The remaulder of this epi'jtie, therciorc, shall turn u])On 
some instances of dutv, eoj incd in that cred sys¬ 
tem.* Bj/ which it may be In^ .Iv u ehi! to c afoni; i- ouretin- 
duct, and sift our hearts; in ich/'ch, I ber'cve, w • leuc all 
fallen short, and are all hecoiiir g nity : from c'fih^ we 
may learn the imperfection (if oor b. ..t ,-,cfv a es, : n i see tbe 
inexpressible need ot a better righte. li'iiess t.ian i.ar own. 
The knowledge of GOD is trie f-u .dation of; II vital re¬ 
ligion, and indeed is ttic coiisuinreai of hu-ruin ’>■ ^03. 
ness. It is not only malter of j/resviit date, but l!:e very 
essence of our I'uture blis^; This' B hfe c/crndl, lo f/OKc !hce 
the only true GO and JESL^S Cl I It I Si' ichj/m Ihuu hod 
sent*. —Yet, important and obngarnry as it i>, are we n -t 
very defective in thisdivine science? Have ue duly acijuuin- 
ted ourselves with the m'irvclli)use\c\ iiencies of tiic L<J>RI) 
JEHOVAH? His uiicounliouiabie power, atul ali com¬ 
prehending wisdom i his unbounded gnodncs?, and imwea- 
ried patience; his immaculate holiness, and inllexible jus¬ 
tice j his never-failing faitiiiuiness, and inviolable lericiiy? 

-—Have we, according to tne direction ot our insi,ircd tu¬ 
tor, pursued this sacred study on our unecsf ; and soug'it 
this most noble of all intellcctu il eiidovvments, ir. t iner, ;y 
from books, b ;t principally at the tiironc of gone. I iave 
we sougdt it, like that autient Jewish student, wiiii an ear¬ 
ly application, and with incessant as-dduity j even “ from 
the flower till the grape was npe ? J” 

Is that scanty ray of knowledge, wiiich perhaps has r(;r* 
Ced itself through our original darkness, operative on our 
affections? Have we loved the LORD our GOD with alf 
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OUT heart? This is the first and great commandment 
ijave we constantly entertained the most magnificent and 
-honorable thoughts of his sublime perfections ? Is our esteem 
'for this immensely great and most blessed BEING, high, 
superlative, matchless ? Somewhat like that, expressed by: 
the Psalmist; Ji'lwm have I in heaven but theeP And (herds 
none upon earthy that I desire incornparison of thee —Have 
we been affectionately concerned for his ghrpy and zc'alous 
to advance his holy religion r Troubled, very sensibly touch¬ 
ed, when our MAKER’S honor has been trampled in thef 
' dust, by licentious tongues, or flagitious deeds ? 

Have we made it our ruling care, to approve the whole 
of our life, and the most secret transactions of our breast, 
to his all-seeing eye?—Resolved, deliberately resolved 
to sacrifice, rut only ,our darling lusts, but even our 
most valuable interests, whenever they stand in competition 
with the good pleasure of his will ? In a word j as the hart 
panteth alter the water-brooks, with such vehement and in¬ 
extinguishable ardor, have we thirsted after—a brighter ma¬ 
nifestation of his divine attributes—some sweeter assurances 
of his special love—and an ever-increasing conformity to his 
holy ima^e? 

Such was the temper of those excellent men, who are 
characterized in the scriptures of truth, as children of the 
HIGHEST, and patterns for our imitation. This is their 
language ; The dedre of our soul is unio thy name, and to 
the remembrance oj thee. Jfith my soul have I desired^ thee 
in (he night; yea, zvilh my sjn'rit wilhin me will I seek thee 
carly \ —Neither is such warmth of love, and fervour of de¬ 
sire, any needless or extravagant pitch oi devotion ; but a 
-''casonablc service, indispensibly due, from all intelligent 
t features, to the great AUTHOR of their being—in whom 
all possible perfections, with the utmost exaltation and dig¬ 
nity, reside—from whom all manner of blessings, in the 
most copious and never-failing communications, now. 

When wc receive, from an absent friend, rich and re¬ 
peated,present^V casks of generous wine, or jars of delici 
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oas fruit; we feel ourselves enkindled into a grateful affec¬ 
tion. We honor, we love the person, who allows us such 
a distinguished place in his heart; and expresses his cordial 
regard, by such a series of active and tender benevolence. 

:The blessed GOD is a friend to us all, infinitely power¬ 
ful, and equally munificent. We are the constant objects 
of his more than friendly, of his parental cares. Every 
j)assing moment is a messenger of his patience, and charged 
with some .token of his bounty. For our sake, he has dif¬ 
fused blessings over all the face of the earth ; and command¬ 
ed every element to concur, in ministering to our accom¬ 
modation. lie has not only adapted his benefits to our se¬ 
veral wants; but has given them a divernification, large as 
the scope of our wishes; and an enrichmenf ^ tar beyond 
all that our fancy coiild conceive.—Profuse liberality ! yet 
small and scanlv, compared with his most adorable bcuig- 
nitv in CHRIS r JESUS. 

Wh.atr If CtOD, willing to manifest the superabundant 
riches of his kindriess, had made ba^e tlie arm of his omni- 
potei'.ce ; and struck a most miraculous , road tlirough the 
surges of the ocean, to afibrd us a safe passage ?—-It, to ac¬ 
commodate us in our tsavcls, he had brought waters out of 
the flinty rock ; and bid theraven.-^ bring meat to our hands, 
bids the winds convey manna to our doors?—If, to furnis'i 
us with a commodious settlement, he had dethroned mighty 
kings, dispossessed populous nations, and made the waits of 
impregnable cities fall to the ground ?—If, to further the 
dispatch of our business, nr facilitate the conquest ot our 
enemies, he had arrested the sun in his meridian career, and 
laid an embargo upon the moon, setting out on her nightly 
tour?—In short, if to promote our weliare,he has suspend¬ 
ed, the powers, and controuled the laws ot universal nature ; 
had wrought all the miracles, exhibited in the land of 
Egypty or recorded in the volumes of inspiration—Snould 
we not think ourselves under the most inviolable engage¬ 
ments, to love the LORD our GOD, xoho hath clone so great 
things for ns ; to love him unfeigned ly and ardently ; to love 
him with a supreme affection, far above every other amia¬ 
ble object ?t—Y et, we have greater, incomparablv greater 
obligations to our Almighty BENEFACrOli, For (^hear 
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;■ O heavens! wonder O earth! and let eternity dwell upon 
; )the stupendons truth ') GOD spared not his 6’OiV^his tran- 
' scendeiitly glorious a?'d divinely excellent SON— Out deliver¬ 
ed him iin to the deepest humiliation, and to the most ac¬ 
cursed death, for us men and our salvation, 

O, llicrnn ' Have we been impressed with wonder, at 
the ponfem 'litio.) f)rthis goo .ness r Have our hearts glowed 
with .g/wdVvi/f', under a sense oF tliese mercies ? Surely, no 
TTiati need '<y' convicted of any other crime, at the great tri¬ 
bunal, riian iin.ennl)iltv of such love, and ingratitude tor sucli 
fav(/,s. I" ds, without the accession of horrid impitics is 
en !Ugh tv) leave him al^^oluteiv inexcusable. Tiiis is enough 
to prove'lim one oi die most Jisiu^enuous, and most deles- 
table creatures 

Have we evercised ourselves in (rc(]\.\vr\{ duinks^ivin*^ P 
Manv are l!ie c'xhortations to this honorable duty. Praise 
(hy OOi), O <Siin*; Pr(u\'e him for his rnii^hly ac/sf. 
Praise him aceorJnu^ to his exceUt ut ^reufness. —Innume- 
raoie are to ' incitement;) to abound in this pleasant service. 
Kvery comfort ha.-) a voice, and cries in the ears of reason j 
O I that men teoiild the) cfore praise the lX)i\D Jor his 
goodness, Kv'cry deliverance enforces the addres.>, and fur¬ 
nishes frcsli materials for the heavenly cmplov. 'Hie man 
after GOH’s own heart declares, as an inviting example for 
our praclic ; J will bless the LORD at all times: His praise 
shall conlimuilly he in mi/ mouth : Vea as Ion/:' os I have any 
being, I u'ill si/ig praise unto my GOD§ ,—Indeed, when 
we consider' the inexhaustibly rich bounty of (iOD our 
CREATOR, and tiie inconceivably tender mercy of GOD 
our RRDEKMER, it is both strange and deplorable that 
the love of GOD is not alw'ays prevailing in our hearts, and 
the language of praise ever flowing from our lips. 

I will not suppose our character so irreligious, that we 
have neglected tlie daily worship of GOD, either in our 
q|o^et| or in oqr fairjily.'-^Bat, have we prayed with that 
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profound reverenihil nice, which is due to the HIGH and 
LOFTY O^V.ivho inhnbitetkefeniiti) ?—Have w^e made 
our supplications W\x\\ \\v<\\ Icrvent imfwriumly, which may 
in some measure correspond with the extreme indigence 
of our state, and tlie invaluable worth of thy blessings 
wc crave?—Have our petitions been attended wdth that 
steady affiance wddeh mav olorify the goodness, the power 
the veracity of the LORD? May evidently declare, that 
he is' rich ivt mercy, to all (hat call upon him : that he />thc 
LORD JEIIOI' AIL in ichom ts c-< rAo-///;e’’ ^Ircnglh t : that 
hi', is thf^ GOD of truth, and laiih/u! for rvrrf. We call 
him F/VTMER; but have we tjn-t 'd in him, with that un- 
gu<;pgcting, clicarfiil, hiiai coniine. ilc, \\)ien a ihiid reposes 
on the fidelity and indulgence of sucli an earthly relative ? 
Have we not entertained, too often entertained narrow,dis¬ 
honorable, beggarly apjirelicnsions, copcerning the treasures 
of his liberality, and. the boweb of i.is pity? Rating them 
even low^cr than our parent’s, our friend’s, or our own. 

Have w'e been careful to carry the rpiiit of our j>rayers 
into our ovdiuarij conversation ^ and waited at the door, as 
well as approached to the tl.rone of grace ?—Amidst lire in¬ 
tervals of our solemn devotions, have we cultivated an eja¬ 
culatory intercourse with lieavt ii ? flow higldy would the 
ambitious courtier/J/ Z-e, ami L>w frequently would he 
a privy key, which t.hould give niin, at all hours, reeadiidt- 
tance to his sov^ereign. lUis hey of admittance, only to an 
infinitely more exalted POTFN i'A TL, we all possess in 
the practice mental aspirations to GCiD. It is certainly 
the noblest empioy, and wid be tne richest improvement of 
our thoughts, to send tiicm in sucli short embassies to the 
KINGof Kiligs; and to derive, by such occa.sional sallies 
of faith, a renewed supply from the fountain of all good. 
How oTcat a loss then must it be to our spiritual interests, 
and how contemptuous a disrey^ard of tne evei-prescnt JE¬ 
HOVAH, to oimteniircly, or long to discontinue this most 
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’beneficial practice of habitual adoration?—Can you, my 
dear Theron, acquit yourself on this article of enquiry ? lias 
not every day ot your life been a day ot ne^Ejligence in this 
respect ? Been a perpetual disobedience to our SAVIOUR’S 
injunction ; 02Jg!it, in this manner, alicayi to pray^ and 
, not fofaint §. 

Have wc sanctified the Sabbath ? Has the LORD’S day, 
with all its solemn and sacred offices, been our deli|^ht ? 
—Have we remembered tiiat distinguished portion of our 
time, as Jacob remembered the deii<r};trul interview at Pe- 
niel? Have we expected it, as niercliants cxjK^ct the arrival 
of a richly laden vessel r Have we improved it, as luisband- 
nien imj)rove tlic shininir hours ot the liarvestr—Have we 
wholly laid aside er ery earthly engagement ; not spcakitig 
oin' ozen ivoz'ds nor allowing ourselves in anv grr.tifications, 
which may interrupt our communion with tlie FATHER 
of spirits? lias one daij in his coio'is been pnd'crahlc to a 
thousand-f^ spent cillier in the works of oi our calling, or 
in the scenes of recreation ?—Have the memorials of our 
REDEEM£i,R’s dying merits,and the sealsotliis uncliangc- 
able loving-kindness, being relished as a feast, and prized 
as a portion ? 

Have we Itonored GOD’s holy word r—What greater 
mark of disesreem, than to despise a person’s dlsc»)urse ; 
and not to think his speech worthy of our notice ? F^speci- 
ally, when lie addresses us with a verv great seriousness, 
and with the utmost alFection. In our Bible, the (jOD of 
glory speaks to his creatures; speaks with the most persua¬ 
sive energy, and with all the yearnings of parental tender¬ 
ness. Have wc listened to our CREA'l’OR, with reve¬ 
rence and delight; and rejoiced wtth trembling at —Thus 
saitk the LORD r 

Have we searched the oracles ot truth, not merely as 
scholars, but as .vmwcrjf; not from a spirit of curiosity, or 
whh ap air oi formality, but with a solicitude and ardor, 


^ Luke xviii. 1. * Isai. Iviii 13. 


+ r$al. Ixxxiv. 10. 



ASPASIO TO THERON'. 

, becoming persons who enquire after the SAVIOUR of their 
lost souls ? Have vve submitted our inmost thoughts to their 
impartial scrutiny; to receive conviction of sin from their 
awful remonstrances, and to hear the sentence of condem- 
tion at their righteous {)ar?—Have vve been willing to suf¬ 
fer the repri>ach ot conscious bd'ic/irxs', wliilc tliey have rip-i 
ped up the disguises of falshood ; laid open our secret ini¬ 
quities ; and brought all our evil wayt. to remem'orance ? 
'I hui Jo.mt/i acted. Jliv heart was' lender, and he humhletk 
himself before the LORD; he rent his clothes, and wept 
before the LOUD ; lehcn he heard die words of the book of 
the law 

Have vve hid the glad tidings of the gospel, within our 
hearts ? I la ve we been diligent to suck this honej/eomb'f of 
grace, by concomitant meditation, and subsequent prayer.? 

'—Have we vaiued the precious promises, as gentlemen of 
wealth value the wTiUngs of their private estates; or as en ; 
franc!iise«d bodies esteem the charter ot their public privi- 
liges? Have we, like the princely patriarch, longed for 
those words of edification, exhortation, and coinfort, more 
than for our necessary food J ? And, like the royal Prophet, 
prevented the night watches, that wx may be occupied in 
those statutes jl and ordinances of heaven 

We have hitherto conHned the examination, to a few in¬ 
stances of the ajfirmutive kind ; how dreadfully \^’ill the dark 
account be swelled, it, instead of love and obedience, there 
be hatred and oiq)o:>ition— hatred ot that name, giory, and 
worship ot GOD— opposition to Ills interest, kingdojn, and 
service! 

COD is infinite ])erfeciion : worthy of all admiration: 
exalted above a!! ; raise. AA‘t do not our thoughts more 
frequently, or more naturally turn upon our own accom¬ 
plishments, than upon tlic illustrious and shining attributes 
of the ALMIGlii’V? riiis is, in itself, the most shameful 
dotaife, and in GOD’s siglit, the most abominable ublatru^ 
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Yet, let us observe, and we shall probably find, that,, as 
4araps arise in the mines, or fogs in die fenny grounds, so 
naturally, and so copiously do these-admiring reflections 
arise in our depraved minds. 

GOD is an Khu;. Dave we not often resist¬ 

ed his authority, by open disobedi nice; often disputed it 
by secret murau^ri .g r i I •\e ‘ t imr, as lar as in ns lay, de¬ 
posed the opiidpotenr S()\"i".REl(i\, a;-i*d exalted self into 
the throne r Made sell-will our law, and sell-pleasing our 
end? I'hus adding .-yaerileg:- t ) reix lilo i ? 

GOD is transc:ei:ceiuK g/vr ,(,.■■.< aiidi-'rw/i/We.—Amiable 
as he is, have we a u too «> t, a ^.-eraecl 'dm Ironi oiir aflcc- 
tions, by being /are/o' of aVv/,s//,'r, /:/oro fluio /ei'tw of (iOD * ? 
Gracious as lie is, have v\c a t t v> roraed our backs 
upon him, bv lorgetiing his benefits; beiog inHuisIble of 
his presence; and not hav ing so much a?, a real dcbire to 
serve or glorily him ? O! how romtnon, yet how heinous, 
is this iniquity ! It is a total departure from the great end of 
our existence. It renders oar whole liic one continual sin. 
Nay, it is a complicati -n of sins; it is cvcni transgression 
in embrio. AYhat is the stubbornness of caressed cliildren, 
and titc negligence of entrusted servants ? What is the in¬ 
difference and disdain of obliged dependants ? What the 
deceit and treachery of chosen favourites r Is not each of 
these practices, odious, vile, provoking ? Yet they are all 
included in that one grand evil, an habitual forgetfulness of 
tlie blessed G( 3 D. 

Awake conscience ! Summoned and charged ns thou art, 
in behalf of the Supreme LORD, bear an impartial testi- 
mony. Then I am persuaded, tiie Pliarisee in our breasts, 
like the man unfurnished with tlic wedding-garment, must 
be speechless and confounded; must stand seif-convicted 
and seif-condemned. 

Is our heart w am with brotherly love ?■ —Good-manners 
will put expressions of civility into our mouths; but has a 
power from on high implanted the royal law of charity in 
opr breasts ?; The character of a gentleman requires a de-. 
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portment accessible, obliging, and courteous :-—has 

the spirit of Christianity taoglir us to love, in a o ord 
or plausible appearance only, but in deed and in truth * ?— 
Do we love our neighbours, not merely on account some 
relation they bear us, or stmie service they have ilonc us? 
But, because they arc creatures of the blessed CiOl) ; are 
the objects of his providential care ; and caj'iahlf at icast of 
being conformed to his imape? Do \vc lo\o them, h;,c:iuse 
we hope, that the LORD JLSLS CiIRIS'!' has bought 
them with ’liis blood ; and l^as made, or will make them 


partakers of his SlMRl'i', and nicniber> ot his mvalical 
body ? 

Are we sincerely concerned for th.elr credit a''.d interest; 
for their present vveifare,and ett'rnalluio a'.(ess ? Do vve em¬ 


brace all opportunities o^ promoting, hotii tue one, and tho 
other? Embrace them with the alacrity, and imj^rove 
them with the same zeal, which actuate in pursuing our 
own felicitv ?—If tl’cv exceed us in all that is amiabjc, aiul 


all that is prosperous, do we contempiate their superior ex¬ 


cellence with a real complacency, and their more abundant 
success with a real satiblaction ? Is ,sv///.?//m'.fy, tiiat exor.;]- 


tant enchroacher, kept wuthin bounds; and do we .vcc/r, not 
barely our but anothcr^s wealth ? 

Do tve dislike to hear, and abhe-r to spread, defamatory 
talcs; even when oyr adversaries are the men, wiiom thev 
tend to blacken ,?—When rudely affronted, or carelesly abu¬ 
sed, do we pity the offenders, for t'ne wrong done to foeir 
souls; rather than kindle into rescnlmont, at tlte indii^nify 
offered to ourselves ?—When greatly injured, are we much 
rnt.-re willing to be reconciled, than to fotnent displeasure, 
and prosecute revenge ? In a word; do we love our ene)iik\s ; 
bkss them, that curse us ; do s,(>od to Ihcjn, that hate ; iHid 
prayjor them^ xehich despite/ulh/ use us, and persecute us-\ ? 
—Without this loving and lovely disposition, we abidc\ says 
the Apostle, in death ; arc destitute of spiritual, and have 
no fitness for eternal lile. 
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; Xet mc^add—^are all our graces, and all our works, cloth* 
ed with humility? This should be the dress, in which they 
severally appear; as well as the bond of connection, which 
unites them all —Do we maintain a verv low opinion of 
our own accomplishments, and in /lo/wr pi'cfer others to ow'” 
selves f F Habitually sensible, that we are less than the 
least of the divine mercies, nud the very chiefest ot sin* 
ners. 

I might easily have branched out all the preceding sub¬ 
jects, into a much greater variety of interogafory articles. 
But I intend only to present you with a specimen. Your 
own meditations will enlarge the sketch, and supply wdiat 
is defective.—Only let me beg ol you, my dear triend, to 
try your state by this touchstone ; to prove your conduct by 
this standard. And may the FA TI IKR of lights give you 
an understanding, to discern the exact purity and sublime 
perfection of his holy law. 

Have you lived in the iininterrupled observance of all 
these duties: avoiding whatever is forbidden, and obeying 
whatever is commanded ? Your outward behaviour, I know, 
has been free from notorious violations ; but has your inward 
temper been preserved, from all ungodly motions, and from 
every irregular desire ? Is there no enmity in your heart to 
any of the precepts j nor any backwardness, nor any failure, 
in performing each and every injunction ? 

VV^hen you put these questions to yourself, remember j 
that every sin is acontempt of infinite majesty, and supreme 
authority. That every sin pollutes the soul, and renders it 
a kind of hell; is a departure from GOD, and an imitation 
of the devil, d'hat the wages due to every sin, is eternal 
death5 and the doom denounced on every sinner, is an ever- 
Jasting curse.—Remember; that if you fail in one point, or 
in any degree, you are guilty of all +. Nay; if your conlor- 
mity be not perseirnng well as perfect^ you incur the pe¬ 
nalty, and are abandoned to condemnation— unless, renoun¬ 
cing al| personal [lerformanccs, you place your whole 
djn a SAVl^ righteousness.—1 think, you will 
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not dare to put the issue of your everlasting state upon the 
former footing. Which is not only hazardous, but must be 
inevitably ruinous. You will infinitely rather, choose to 
acknowledge yourself a poor insolvent; and plead the un** 
searchable riches of your KKDL’EMER’s obedience; and 
rely on the unparalled merit of your REDEEMER’S 
blood. 

1 o those who believe, the law, though sfricty is most ter” 
rible. Because, be its precepts of holiness ever so extern 
sive, thev have been most completely fulfilled by their glo¬ 
rious SURETY. Be its penal sanctions ever so rigorous, 
they have been satisfied to the utmost, by tiieir great ME¬ 
DIATOR.—Believers, tlieretore, may make their boast of 
their adorable SPONSOR. They may sit under his shadozv 
zoith great delight*. While the thunderings of Mount 
Sinai, and all the terrors of the legal dispensation, tend 
only to increase and^quicken the refreshing sense of their 
safety. Just as the jxissessor of a plentiful estate, in some 
peaceful and prosperous country, reposes himself under the 
shade of his vine, or the slielter of his fig-tree; and, hear¬ 
ing of the wars which embroil, or the plagues which depo¬ 
pulate other nations, tastes, with augmented relish, his own 
felicity. 

Let me close with the alTcctionate and emphatical wish 
of an inspired epistolatory writer. That the Lord oj peace 
may give my dear Theron peace — always—by all mcaieif f 
Then I sliall think, my wishes are accomplishing, and this 
blessing is atth .’ door, when he sees the purity ot the divine 
law—secs the depravity ot his own nature—and the impos¬ 
sibility of being justified, without an interest in the great 
MElilATOR’s righteousness. That rigiiteousness, which 
as it is the only hope, and the constant joy, is therefore the 
darling theme ot Your ever taithful 

ASPASIO. 

P. S. Shall I abridge the preceding latter, and contract 
tlie whole into those two great comniaudmentSi^ whjeli 
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the first awakening; impressions on my own mind? Thou 
shall love (he LORD thy GOD zcilh all thy heart; thoii shall 
love thy neli>hhoiir as thyself. —Amazin^i^ ! said your Aspasio, 
Are these the commands of GOD? As oblii^atory; as the 
pr.'hibitajn of adultery, or tlic observation of the sabbath? 
Then has mv whole life been a continual act of disobedi¬ 
ence. Not a day, nor an hour, in which I have performed 
my duty,— ? his conviction struck me, as the liand-writing' 

,upon the wall struck the presumptuous monarch.—It pur¬ 
sued me, as Saul pursued ti!ec/i;vhY/r//2,9, not only to my own 
house, but even to distant cities. Nor ever gave up the 
g! *at controversy, till, under the iniluencies of the SPl- 
Rir, it brougiit me and heavy laden to JESUS 

CHRIST. 




LETTER II. 


—— 


THERON 'J O ASI'ASIO. 


DEAR ASPASIO, 

MoREthan three weeks are elapsed, since) ou fa¬ 
vored me with your improving company. During which in¬ 
terval, I have frequently recollected the mo^t material parts 
ot our late discourses. I have carefully considered, both 
the doctrines you have advanced, and the answers you re¬ 
turned to my several objections.—I have often reviewed 
your valuable letter; have used it as a touchstone, to ex¬ 
amine my state ; and have, with great punctuality, observed 
your patting advice. I have sat, every evening, for a pic¬ 
ture of mv mind ; and have endeavoured to take a true un¬ 
flattering draught of all Its distinguishing qualities. And if 
the diary is aVaithful mirror, if it does not aggravate the 
deformity oi ni\ features, I shall be absolutely out of con¬ 
ceit W'ith myself: 1 shall ever entertain the meanest opi¬ 
nion of my own, either moral or religious qualifications. 

Where is that intense and supreme love of GOD 
which his transcendent perfections challenge, and his ineff¬ 
able goodness claims.?—Where that firm and joyful reliance 
on CHRIS T JESUS, in any degree proportioned to his in¬ 
finite merits and inviolable promises r -Wher'C that cordial 
and tender affection iox my fellow-chrislianSi which.if.due, 
to the servants of a divine REDEEMER; the people vvhom 
he ransomed by his agonies, and purchased , wifh his very 
blood?-—Where is the incense of holy contemplation a,nd 



taikoir TO AspA^io; 



Jir^fincd desire ? AVhere the flame of fervent devotion and 
active zeal ? Such as become the living temple of 
GOD, in which his most immaculate ajid glorious SPIRIT 
' vouchsafes to reside.—These fundamental graces, like th^ 
. 'grand organs in the animal system, should imparf health to. 
the soul, and spread the beauty of holiness through all the 
conversation. But these, alas! far from beating with,a 
> and uniform pulse, hardly leave wuth lite ; only just 

Struggle, now and then, with some laint, intermitted, un- 
‘ even throws. 

’ How seldom do my actions spring from gratitude to the 
everlasting BENEFACTOR, or aim at the glory of his 
super-excellent MAJESIY.?—In addressing the KING 
immortal, invisible, how languid are my affections, and how 
wandering is my attention ? 1 low great my unbelief, and how 
little my reverential awe ^ 1 receive innumerable mercies ; 
but where are my returns of correspondent thankfulness ? I 
am visited with many gracious chastisements; but without 
proper resignation, or due improvement.—Alas for my art¬ 
less devotions my lileless virtues, and the multitude of my 
refined iniquities! —Hid behind the mask of outward decen- 
;iEy, and some customary forms of religion, I was altogether 
' Unaeqainted witli my spiritual state. I fancied myself r/V//, 
and increased xoith goods, and to have need of nothing even 
while I was loreiched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked*. 

If I look back,and review the years of youth and manhood, 
what has been the tenour, what is the aspect of my life? 
liMore like a desolate and horrid wilderness; than a cultiva¬ 
ted garden, or a fruitful vineyard.—In yofd'i, what sordid 
gratifications of appetite ! In manhood, what base compliances 
wdth a wicked world ! in both, whatsholes of evil inclinations 
/have polluted niy heart 1 W.hat swarms ofvaiTumaginntioni 
have debased my thoughts !—Wliat frothy and unprofitable 
wordf;ii|t#ye dtoplirom nry lips! —By all which, how have 

difiionored GOD! how have 1 denied 
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hovv: crucified the LORD JESUS CHRIST !—-And yet 
suppose iuyself, ail the while, to be good enough ! 

It is something unaccountable, that a person of my inquisi¬ 
tive disposition, Jiould, through the course of so many years, 
be such an utter sf ranger to himself. I wonder at my own 
preposterous travel i:.to foreign countries, and 

visit the most renowned cities Europe; yet never step over 
the threshold, nor look within the appartments o! my own. 

breast._Tocarry on a correspondence with my fiiends, even ‘ 

in the remolest nations; and never enter upon a conference, 
nor hold any intelligence with my own heart !~To enquire 
alter news from the Heet, news from the army, news_ from 
the court; yet exercise neither curiosity nor care, with re¬ 
gard to the hope of heaven, and the concerns of eternity ! 

_What egregious misconduct is this! A most pernicious 

error, in the oeconomy ot religious life. 

Sometimes, I have cast a transient glance (jn my outward 
behaviour; but neveVexteuded my search to the delinquenti 
the traitor, the rebel icUhin. —And even my outward beha¬ 
viour has been surveyed, with as much erroneous partiality, 
as superficial levity. It has been compared, not with that 
exact and sublime standard, the scriptures of truth; but, as 
in the case of the self-deceiving Pharisee, with the unjust, 
extortionate, aduterous practice of some other peonle. From 
whence I most unvvarantably concluded, that, ucing not 
quite so abandoned as the most proHigatc creatures, mycha- 
racter must be good, und my condition safe. Hut, thanks 

to your last friendly letter, and the searching expedient it 
recommended, I tuii now in a cuderent way of thiiitving. 

It is stran^’c to recollect, and ind.ecd it isshamelul to con¬ 
fess, the many aritfiecs which I have used, to put a cheat 
upon myself.—Somaimes, 1 liave fansied that the divine law 
could never be so strict, as to condemn us inexorably, only 
because wc continue not in all its piecepts Sometimes I 
have pleaded the infirmity of our nature, and endeavoared 
to make the works of darkness apjiear only as pitiable fail- 
intrs.—Sometimes I have taken refuge in the.cxceUencj of 
our church, and plumed myself witu the borrowed feathery 
ofa relimous protession.—At other times, I have sootbed 
;lby science to rest, by a punctuality of attendant:^ on 
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•biaces, or a zealous attachment to forms. And all 
\feduce, cajole, and betray myself—betray myself, first into a 
vain conceit of mv own endowments; then into a contemp- 
iZ^disrearct ot CHRIST ; .nd at last into eternaWe- 
Zuction.-^^ui now I see my oulit; 1 apprehend my dan« 

ger; and feel mv helpless cond'tion. i *.i « A^r 

^ Indeed, my Aspasio, I am now convinced, that the dar¬ 
kest colours cannot be too dark, tor the pourtrait of my spi- 

vitnal state I see myself overspread with an habitual depra- 

. v^anfeanm"^ cr)ins oat. ^vitl,theabaslK-d leper, 
UM-tean! vKckan"'.-The sacred oradcs in no «.se m.sre- 
nresont fallen man. when tV.ey describe him as a!/ogefher be- 
lame abominaMet- '' hey are far troni undcr-ralmg human 
works, when they denominate them/></% ^fogspey 

are if we consider tlieir great imperfection ; filthy rags, if we. 
Lv’ert to their manilold defilements. And since the na- 
ture of GOD is irreconcileably averse to all contaminati^ ; 

since the law ot GOD requires ^ ' 

zoho can stand before this holy LORD GOD m any 

accomplishment of bis own ? 

When I farther reflect, that I have only a very obscure 
<rUmpse of the divine purity, and am a mere novice in the 
knowledge of my own heart; how am. I amazed at the 
lofty apprehensions which I once formed^, concerning the 
dignity of my nature, and the integrity of my conducU a I 
owin/to ignorance, the grossest ignorance of myself and 
tht scriptures. How do I shudder to think, that m ex- 
pecting iustif.cation from the law, I was resting the welfare 
“ of my immortal soul, not on the strengtii of a rock, but pn 
; V the point of a dagger. I was going to the decisive tribunal, 

■ flushed with the falsest hopes, and charged with a set ot 
"‘^' glittering sins : going, like poor deluded Uriah Jl, not vvith 
any valid credentials, but with the viuusfration oj death m 

my hand. 
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A’-^fchouifh I can-riot but acknotyledge_ tliO 
. feie prelfensioris, yet -loth, very? lath '^5*l&?^ftr,-rfiridri'' 

rjBOUftce. the pleasing absurdity. _ _ 

has searOhed;a-d searched again, for Sag^Sfe-^^eHen - , 
ThOv'.ean hardly brook the immihalion, of.imploring .ail., 
iub jormd patipem *. With what reluctance is a Mnne^. • 
brought to confess, himself, sinlul in every duty, sinful 
every caoacity 1 strange perverseness!—But the ciharge t?, ,-. 
ttodTniabk; Howeve'f unwiiling, I must plead purity ;i 

Thml (irt zeeighed in the balances ■[, iiitd foilnd^anlii.^, \S 

■ written on all I avi all.l have n\] I ifo.—It I 
defective, even i^y own estimation; if I am utt. 1 
condemned, at tipiar ot my ovvn conscience : ^ 

ihaU I do, mhirlWop riseth up? And when HE visitelh, 

kvhat shall I answer himX'^ ^ , . ... 

I now see the necessify of an imputed righteousness. 

yrithout tome su4i object for my trust 

i.loni therefore, to hear your arg^amentj m its behalf., 

And I must declare to you; if it can be salisfactorl ly prov¬ 
ed trod the scriptures; it is the most comtortaole doctrine 
lii the World, and worthy of all acceptation. r _ 

A letter upon this subject, will be a singular favor, and 

i hopcj an equal blessing to 

Your obliged, arid affectionate, 

"rT-TTrT?nV 


* That li, nnd«r the character of a poor 

+ Dans V. 17. i 


destitute, or as a beggar sues for his almii 





LETTER III. 

—— 

\ I 

ASPASIO TO THERONrf 


.DEAR THERON, 

Though all your letters give me pleasure, 
npue was ever so highly pleasing, as your last. 1 lookujwn 
it with the ssme secret joy, as a conapassionate physician 
some very favorable symptoms, in thecrisisof a be¬ 
loved patient’s distemper. 

: What you ask, 1 shall, without any farther preface, at- 
iethpt to execute.; If my attempt proves satisfactory to your 
jtidg^ihent, I am siire, it will be the most likely means, of 
tmlim your conscience, and calming your fears.—When we 
nerc^vc the odious depravity of our nature ; when we dis¬ 
cern the horrible inituiity of our lives; and are sensible^ 
that tremendous wrath, land everlasting vengeance, which 
arc due to such guilty creatures : //le/i nothing can be found 
that will administer solid. comfort, but only the vicarious 
suderings, and the imputed righteousness ot JbbUb 

CBlUiT. ; . . , r 

To this purpose one .bf the wisest and best of spiritual 

fgu^^Wtesses himsetf; itas sin abounded? As undoubted- 
fv • grace. Hs much more 

the merits'- our yRfci-;i 

reigned f mahg^anr 

'ditodslveA.^ Uibst destructive^ miiniier j;: 
unto, death, both temporai;and,Eternal?' 
s. grace reigned s exerted its benign elHcac;y*h| '^ 






i'll this ikr-Q]^ll XVi^^'r^himimessy 
jbus nghtieousfle^ss,'brought in by JESUS GH|.4I^T piir’ 

;|pRD*:r;, ; ' ' , _ .:'>:;i: 

!'f Yoii iiiijquire after the proofs of this imputed 
ress.';, From ? muiiitude I shall select a feW. ’Sufficient, I 
|iopo,^th tnake it appear—That this is the deplared doctrine 
jpft Wf churcl), and the avowed belief of her mersf emine t 
; 4 iyincs 7 —'That it is copiously revealed through the whole; 
‘l^ijrrtptures ; revealed in ni -ny express passages, and deluci? 
tie frupi a .variety of instructive simiJitudps. ' , p 
Hear the language o; our common prayer, in a very afr 
tecting and solciun address totlie ALMIGHTY: We do 
,‘f hot f're.iurae to come tpthi^ thy table, O rnercilul LOl^XI, 
f* trUiUting in our own righteousness/'—If vve may nor, if 
wc date not, rely on our own righteousness, w^hen w'^e ap- 
,pro^ch the Ztf/i/e ; much less may w'e depend 

Jlpon it, yvhen we are summoned to the decisive tribumi 
-r-rShoUld you ask, on what w’e arc to depend ? The exitor ; 

Ip the communion furnishes an answer; ^fOp the mcr 
ffgntOriOys'death and passion of CHRIST, wffiereby; alotfe' 
we remission of sins, and are made partakers qf - 
khfgdom of heaven.” 

y , Jlie collect appfanted, which is for the festival iof eirr 
14qmolsion, has tins remarkable introduction; Ahiiighty 
f, f^GOP, who>se blessed pbedicfit to the taw/or 

P In what seii^e, urWHlh xvhat pro}'/icty, can this" 

V he affirmed ^ Unless CHRIST'S perfect <.»bcdiencc be refc?r 7 
to Us, and accepted instCjad blours r On apy other in-, 
d'Ijt&Jretation, J should ilui-.k, heHyiaS'obcdicntp'iidt (ot man,' 

f^fdoLhimselft,;. ''ddMA-'" , 'fk-:''' 

■:Lf'tSiiop|djhe artfulcritic give »p;r4'fe^ther tufn'lp th^je pas^: 
vf ;a vail Ii;; I !mt dltecguSce. trie clmrfh| her;' 
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: r; 1 , i ae qocirtne 

^.^'Ortf'ifbl*eiT stated in;a' prec(idiilg^|k;jfM|1^r^^ 
.^di,sp%S;tlte'''s;n'€:tbod', wticrchy sinners ‘iniiy appear rl^liteou^ 
'i'n!’tp<|;;sigjtb'pf/^^^ and in' tbet:{»urt of heaven'f so''aS'^ltp. 
.'l^etoi’et'the^dlvfee f^vor, and obtain a title to eternal;%iiss,’.; 

Ic'-'^nn^ h'^ nnv nof/v^* ri Thtt'nswtK^cc n.^t ku an^ 


our reconcileing and juaitying righleouhncss, riiat iney havi 
no share ink ;,,tb:r,,y anitribuie notl-ing t )-\urds it; but are 
totally excluded Ifom it. We are accounted righteous, and 
accepted as such, 'o^}i\' {^m-irk the expresiio ) only through 
the bientorlous obcdieiice, and propitiating blood of our 
great MEpiATOR 

I'he hoiiiilies arv, if it Ue possible, still more explicit, 
and ntore cogeM'. t’i'fi. the'- homily concerning the .saFvation:', 
;of mankind, we /.read the following words;—“ The Apos*': 
;?P .t]e touchcth three things, which must together in bur, 
;?*Cjiistifivatit>;‘i. On OOtJ’a parr,his great mercy and gracb, 
tf On CHRj[ST*s part, the satistaction of GpD^s juatice, 

, or th<? pti^e of bur redemption, by the orTcring of his bo- 
**> dy, and shedding of his blood, with fulliliing of the law 
:.f* perfectly. On our part, true and lively taiih, in the me- 
fits of JESUS CHRIST* vvhich yet is not ours, but by 
OOP’s working in us.”—You see, according to the 
judgement,of our vene;rabie reformernot only the offering 
oTCliRlST’s body, and shedding of Ci iRiSFs blood, but 
j^su his pertect tuiiiliing of the law, arc. the adequate price 
pf ,pur redeniptiori. Ail these act conjointly, they sweetly, 
,}\arntoniz;e>,i'ii the greatand gloiaoui work. To Suppose 
thejr disunion, is u doctrifial, mtstakc, sntiewhat like that 
; pfacdcal error of, the I^>'istiJ,' in s vering the sacrament^ 
sacramentahbf^ad ; ^ ‘ “ 

, of The .slaugiUet^d 'bcc 

the ■satne' homilyfdWpioti'.Teil'i 
'1 shall''cbnic#fe'y^>; 
'thi? conclusion.-^ ' 















A&ed'this'-leaiidf' , ■' '"'''''''' '^i'' I ''. " 

V tte dfeyput Bi^bp hifr private th&^h^i ldtLi 

left upori reyiprd the following very remarkable aP^rtofv- 
ledgemcnt.;!: W it suited his st^ite ofeminent litiU- v 
iiess, Cannot i)p too humbling, ray dear Theron, for 
lipsand formrap. ‘vl do not remember, neither do I believe^ ' 
« that I everpfpyed, in all my life-time, with that reverence^ 
** or heafd ^'^ith. that attention, or received the sacrament: 


with that;faith, or did any work with that pure heart, and 

** single eye, as I:ought to have done. Insomuch, that I 

look up oh ail my righteousness, but as filthy rags, and it 

is in the robes only of the righteousness of the SON of 

« GOD, that I dare appear before the MAJESX’Y of hea- 
_»» 


The fervent and affectionate Bishop Hopkins*, speaksiti 
perfect consonace witMiis brother of St. Asaph.---^^ The law 
“ was given us, not that we should seek justification by the 
observance of it, but finding it impossible to be justified 
« by fulfilling it we should thereby be driven to Christ’s rtgh- 
** teousness j whohath both fulfilled it in himself, and satisfi 
« ed for. our transgressing of it; and therefore saith the 
Apostle, laxo was a schoolmaster to brifig us unto 
CHBISTi that zve might be justified by Jaith, To this 
** end it was promulged, that seeing the stridtness of itspre- 
cep^ the rigour of its threatenings, and withal being con- 
vinced of our impotence to fulfil its command, we might 
be urged by its terrors to fly to CHRIST, and find that 
righteousness in him which may answer all the demands 
, of the law.,,,.''_, , ^ ^ 

i! Bishop ReymUs f styled by his contemporaries, and not 
without reason wp/foig libraryhezxs his testimony in the 
ibilbwing words ir—^fC our surety paid our debt, 

■ ‘V unde^elit tbd'curse sins, and* bare them aH 


i' i»ve, irtWsk 'e|egaac«.,^ ; 



i#%lr ;■ 


m tiis o^n bddj on the tree; became , 

f^r;;us,ind>epr?sent^th’ely ih^x stead fulii^^d 
rishteousnessS the law required,* active and Jqt 

'« sin being ortce committed, there must be a . 

« to justifieatioir ; the sleering of the curse, and the tulhimg; 
ofWhteousness aricw. 'll e, drse a ^ , 

injury we have done to (*()D, asour JIjOCtE : the t > 

,'“ the performance of a service which wc oWe onto im, 

** as odr MAfe-ER.” #* 

■ ' To tills illustrious triunavirate, let me join Bishop DdrcHa?^. 
*Who, for.his great abilities, and unquestionable integrity, 
was appointed one cff our religious plenipotentiaries, at the 
renowned synod of Dort. In Ids very valuable exposUim 
of the epistle to the Colos,tt(!m\ he writes to this ettect. l e 
i* are compkle in CHRIST. Ye are furnished, m that all- 
« sufficient REDEEMER, with 

« everlasting salvation. W.th U isdom ; since it’sthe con-. 
« sumation of this noble endowment, to know 
** and him crucified. With righteousness; because he na^ 
’<« peiffectly satisfied the law *, and 

' ^ cuilt. With sanctijicalion; because bis SP I 111 I a wellinj, 
m our hearts, monifies our corrupt affections, and renews" 

' <* the i^dul atteT the image of its CREATOR; , • i , 
bring up the rear with a testimony, wmen, tpr 
' cleai^ness, solidity, and a full representation of the eVangehf 
cai doctrine, might very justly have claimed a place m the 
van.^ It.is taken from an author, whom the general consetit 
of our nation has distinguished with the title oijudicwuSa 
'■^The iudictOus Jlooker, in a treatise on justification, says 
- Tt is aebiidish cavil our adversaries so “ greatly please them¬ 
selves with, exclaiming, that we tread all camrjoM 
^ under our feet j because we teach, that faith alone justin- 

« etiiiVWheteas,by tliis speech, we never rno^nt to exclude 

ditfe hope or charity froni being always joined^?is msc-' 
with fuitbj,:'m,;ihe;.,maB,^^’;s j^stifiedi or 








ASi^Asrd Td tiiERdJIi - 


5il 


works from beidg added as necessary duties, required of 
** every justified man : but to shew, that faith is the only 
** hand, which putteth on CfIft/SV to justification 5 and 
Christ the only garment, which being so put on, co- 
^ vereth the shame of our defiled natures, hideth the im- 
“ perfection of pur works, and preserveth us blameless in 
** the sight of GOD: before whom, otherwise, the weakness 
of our faith were cause sufficient to make us culpablCi 
" yCa^ to shut us out of the kingdom of heaven, where no- 
" thing that is not absolute can enter.”' 

You will allow the sagacious Bishop Saiiihrson * to sum 
the evidence j or rather to make an important remark on 
the whole of the controversv. That ?rear fiijht of the church, 
bothin casuistical and practial divinity, observes j—" Theti- 
" dings of a REDEEMER must be blessed and welcome 
news, to those that are sensible of their own poverty* and 
“ take it ot grace;” Qur eagle-eyed divine penetrates into 
the true cause of the prevailing averseness to this evangeli¬ 
cal doctrine. It is founded on the seat of the more 

thati upon any force of argument. People are but little, if 
at all, sensible of their spiritual and moral indigence j of 
the delects which depreciate, and the defilements which 
sully, whatevef they have, and whatever they dp.. Nay, 
Strongly tinctured with pride, they wfjuld be themselves the 
a, suffer the blessed JESUS to do no more than the 
Omegaf in procuring their eternal salvation. Therefore 
they can hardly be reconciled to the Ivambling character of 
' an Eleemosynary; one who lives wlioliy upon the alms of 
the gospel, and is dependent upon grace for his alh 
Whereas, was this grand obstacle once removed i were 
men convinced oi sin, of exceeding sinfulness in their worst 
estate, and of remaining sinfulness in their best; they would 
soon be convinced of righteousness f, of tire absolute nece.s- 
• iity and inestimable worth of a REDEEMER’S righteous- 


* Se«hU Sermon upon Tsai. ]. ]ii. 
f John xvi, 8. ^ 
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ness they would no longer dispute against it but cordially 
receive it j and adore the goodness, the transcendent and 
unutterable goodness of GOD, in providing it. 

1 think, in one of our conferences I undertook to produce 
my vouchers from the antient/fl/Am. Let me now subjoin 
two or three attestations of this kind.^From o?ie of which 
you will perceive, that those early writers had a considera¬ 
ble degree of clearness upon the point; From the o///cr 
you will see, that far from rejecting the doctrine, they em¬ 
brace if with delight and rapture. And if you will admit 
of the. you cannot be startled at any thing, which I 
shall advance upon the subject.—Let me only promise in 
general, that, if those authors are not so copious and expli¬ 
cit, with regard to theimputation of active rightecnisncss; tliey 
abound with passages, which evince the substitution of 
CHRIST in our stead. Passages, which disclaim all depen¬ 
dence on any duties of our own, and fix the hopes of a 
sinner entirely upon the merits of his SAVIOUR. When 
this is the case I am not very solicitous about any particular 
forms of expression ; and far from being angry, even though 
the words, which I think most significant, are not retain¬ 
ed* 

Clemens, first of the antient fathers, and an intimate 
acquaintance of St. Pours, wrote an epistle to the Co¬ 
rinthians. It is full of manly scn.'ie and seraphic piety. 
Among other valuable things the truly apostolic man 
declares^ we are not in any respect or in any degree, jus- 
iified by ourselves, but wholly by JESUS CHRIST j 
by our oxen wisdom or prudence, Mhich could never find 
out the way ; not by the piety of our iicarls, or works ofrigh- 
(eousuess performed in r;«/*//jv.'.v, which could never be suffi 
cient for the purpt^se; but byjailh or a fiduciary reliance 
on the rigjitfOHsn .ss of another. 'I'he one invariable me- 
lb(Kl, by xohieh the Jlmimbty SOVEREIGN has fist{fted 
ail his People, ever si nee the world began. 

Jitstin^v<i)m was first ii Gent tie philosopher, then an emi¬ 
nent Christian, and at last a martyr for the truth—speaks more 
fully to the p(unt; liliat else eould cover our sins, but ike 
righteousness of JESUS CHRIST f By tohui possible means 
Could we, unrighteous and unholy creatures, be justified, but 
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only by the interposition of the SON of GOD in our bebalt j 
—Having, in this clause, made a profession of his faith j 
—the good man, on the contemplation of such a privilege 
breaks out into a kind of holy transport. O sweet de¬ 
lightful EXCHANGE ! A dispensation unsearchably xolsdand 
gracious. Benefits^ quite unexpected, andrich beyond alt our 
hopes! That the transgression of many, should be hid by one 
righteous PERSON; and that the righteousness of ONE, 
should justify many transgressions. 

The followings words are remarkably strong, and the 
sentiments peculiarly bold. But they come from the pen 
of the finest writer in ecclesiastical antiquity. They have 
the great name, and venerable character of St. Chrysostom, 
for their recommendatory preface.— Fear not, says he 
on account of any of thy past transgressionof thelaxv, when once 
thou hast fled by faith to JESUS CHRIST. The most en¬ 
ormous and the most destructive violation of the Jmw, is, to 
he xvith’held by the consciousness as any guilt xvhalever, fiym 
believing on CHRIST. When thou actest faith on him, 
thou hast fulfilled, I might say, moi^e than fulfilled the law. 
For thou hast received a better righteousness, than it could 
tver require : Thou art possessed of a better obedience, than 
any creature could possibly pay. 

Two or three witnesses of distinguished ability, and un¬ 
doubted veracity, arc a sufficient confirmation of any cause. 
For this reason, and to avoid a tiresome prolixity, I have 
set aside a multitude of voices j which from the writings of 
our own and foreign divines, are ready to pour their united 
evidence.—And lest the business of quotation, though 
Sparingly managed, should seem dry and tedious; I will re¬ 
lieve your weariness, and enliven the collection, by an ex¬ 
tract from the prince of English poetry.— Michael, the 
prophetic archangel, mentioning the destructive consequence 
of tne Ball; and asserting the GODHEAD of that glorious 
^PERSON, vvho undertook to be the repairer ot this deadly 
breach; adds, 

Which HE, who comes thy SAVIOUR, shall re-care'. 

Not by destroying Satan, but his work*, 

tn thee and in thy iced, Nor can this be) x’ 
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.But by fuliilling (that which thou didst want) 

Obedience to the law of GOD, impos'd 
On penalty of death ; and suffering death, 

The penalty to thy transgression due'; 

And due to theirs, which out of thine will grow, 

So ONLY can high Justice rest appaid*. 

The same celestial teacher, speaking of the divine law; 
explaining its nature and design ; that it demonstrates, by 
Inestimable evidence, the very best of men to be guilty of 
sin and obnoxious to wrath j displays likewise the greztt re- 
jitedy provided the gospel. 

-That when tliey sec 
Law can discover sin, but n6t remove, 

{Save by those s)iadowy expiations weak, 

The blood of bulls and goats) thay may conclude, 

, Some blood more precious must be paid for man; 

Just foa unjust; that in such righteousness, 

Tp them by faith imputed, they roay find, 

Justification towards GOB, and peace 
Pf cpntcience +, 

Here then is the express determination of our Hotnilies 
r—supported by the authority of our articles —established 
by the concurrence of our liturgy —still farther ratified by 
the tinanimous attestation of several celebrated Divines; 
whose lives w ere the brightest ornament to our church, and 
whose writings are the most unexceptionable interpreta¬ 
tions of her meaning.—Asa capital, to crown and complete 
this grand column, supervenes the declaration of the anti- 
fathcT^ 3 those who flourished, and with the highest renown, 
in the first and purest ages of Christianity.—So that, if 
great authorites carry any weight; his illustrious name 
^allenge any regard ; this tenet comes attended and digmfi- 
with very considerable credentials. 


HitroVf SookXIl. 99|. 


t Sook XII. 9t$. 
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■ Yet, I will venture to affirm, that all these, considerable 
as they appear, are the least of those testimonials, which 
recommend the doctrine to myTheron’s acceptance, and 
which have gained it admittance into the heart of 

His most affectionate 

ASPASIO. 
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DEAR THERON, 


1 HE family, in which I have the satisfaction to 
reside, though remarkable for their genteel figure and ample 
fortune, are still more amiably distinguished by their bene¬ 
volence, hospitality, and charity.—As they live at a distance 
from the market-town, the lady has converted one apartment 
of her house into a little dispensatory; and stocked it with 
some of the most commo.i, the most needed, and most sa¬ 
lutary medicines. Which, in cases of ordinary indisposi¬ 
tion, she distributes to her indigent neighbours, with singu¬ 
lar compassion, and with no small success.—This fine morn¬ 
ing, Emilia has ordered some skilful hands into the fields 
to cull their healing simples, and layup a magazine of health 
for the afflicted poor.—Camillus is withdrawn, to receive 
his rents, and settle accounts with his tenants. 

Suppose, we act in concert wdth these valuable persons. 
Suppose, we range the delightful fields of Scripture, and 
form a collection, not of salutiforous herbs, but of inestima¬ 
ble texts; such as ma) be of sovereign efficacy, to assuage 
the anguish of a guilty conscience, and impart saving 
health to the distempered soul.—Suppose, we open the 
mines of divine inspiration, and enrich ourselves, not with 
the gold of Ophir, but with the unsearchable treasures of 
CHRIST; or with that perfect righteousness of our RE¬ 
DEEMER, which is incomparably more precious, thanth? 
revenues of a country, or the produce of Peru. 
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In pleading for imputed righteousness, we have already 
urged the authority of our established church, and the sut<* 
ftage of her most eminent divi les.—^The opinion of excel¬ 
lent writers, which has been the result of much learning, 
great attention, and earnest prayer, is no contemptible 
evidence. Vet we must always reserve the casting voice,- 
for those infallible umpires, the prophets and apostles. If 
we receivCi with a deferential regard, the witness of men s 
the witness of GOD is gteaterf and challenges the most 
implicit submission*—Which remark, naturaily leads me to. 
the inteinded subject of this epistle ; or rather calls upon me 
to fulfil my late engagement, and shew—That the above- 
mentioned doctrine is copiously revealed, through the whole 
process of the scriptures. 

Let me select a very significant portion from the epistle 
to the Romans j which, though little inferior to a decisive 
proof, is presented only as an introduction to others. Now 
the righteousness of GOD without the laxo is manifested^ 
being witnessed by the Ime and the prophets j even the righte- 
msness of Godt which is byjaifh of JESUS CHRIST iinto 
all, and upon all them that believe.-\ The righteousness of 
GODt signifies that righteousness, which the incarnate 
GOD wrought out in his own all glorious person. J It is 
styled the righteousness of GOD, by way of supetlative 
pre eminence; in opposition to any righteousness of our 
own, and in contra-distjnetion to the righteousness of all 
creatures whatever.—This righteousness is without the law4 
Its efficacy has no dej>endence on, its merit receives no ad¬ 
dition from, any conformity of our practice to the divine 


John V. 9. + floin. iii. «i, ia. 

X This explicatirn, or' nicihn g to the sanir purpose, has occurred already. But it 
is hoped the cancl d rcadc w.ll i ot roudcmii theicpciitioii, as a disagiccablc or dejunc 
twtology.—Because it is c jrsor.ant to the practice ot onr great apostlt, who repeats iho 
l^m, ,ro-ini:ukates the docninc, and hardly knows how to desist from the favorite topic ; 
like one, who was qnhe et.ainourcd with the subject; who found lOusic io the words) 
and whofe happiness was bctiiid up m the blessing.—Because it is conformable to another, 
and a grcatei example. The LORD JEHOVAH himself, wtthin the compass of one 
chapter, once and again, yea, a thud and a fourth time, styles this wonderful ol«die«ce, 
MV mchteovsness. As though ihc GOD of inniiite perfection gloiicd in it; thodghf 
hcmiclf most eminently magnited by it; and was jealous to have all the honor resulting 
it. Sc« Isa. Ji, 
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law: being complete, absolutely complete in itself, and 
altogether sufficient to procure the reconciliation and accep¬ 
tance of sinners.—This rigliteousness is manifested by tlie 
gospel; and made as clear, as an object which we behold 
with our own eyes. It was xvitnessed by the law and the 
prophets ; and made as certain, as a fact which is attested 
by unquestionable evidence.—To produce this evidence j 
to examine its pertinency, and weigh its sufficiency, is ouf 
present pleasing business. 

We may begin with that gracious declaration, made to 
the first transgressors-; The seed of the zOoma/i shall bruise 
the serpetifs head i* shall 'destroy the works of the devil, 
and retrieve whatever was lost by his malicious artifices.-)* 
How could this be effected, but by restoring that righte¬ 
ousness, which for a while, our first parents possessed; 
winch they ought always to have held fast, but from which 
they so sooit and so ufihappily swerved ?—Take the position 
in tlic right sense, and Christianity isy if not entirely, yet 
very nearly as old us the creation. It was comprehended in 
this blessed promise, as the stamina oftlic largest plants are 
contained in the substance of their respective seeds. Every 
subsequent revehuion being no more, than a. gradual evolu* 
tioH of this grand evangelical principle; acting like the 
vegetative powers of nature, which, in rearing an oak with 
all its spread of branches, only expand the tunicles, and fill 
up the vessels of the acorn. 

The doctrine seems to have been typically taught, by th^ 
remarkable maimer of clothing our iivht parents.—All they 
could do for their own recovery, was like the patched and 
beggarly mantle of fig-leaves. I'iiis lliey rciinquisb, and 
GOD himself furnishes them witli apparel. J Animals are 

U 


* Gen. ill. 1',. 

t la ftOJtie suc'i tenie, I think, oiir first parciiU muii unJersl»rid the promise Other- 
wi« »t could yield them no etLctua! relief, under tlw di«reksin;f ♦enseof llwir niuevy, 
#Bdth« domal appxt.hea»iau ot their poiicnty’s ruin. 


J Gen. III. St. 
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slain, not for food, but sacrifice; and the naked "criminals 
are arrayed with the skins of those slaughtered beasts. Tiic 
victims figured the expiation of CHRIST’S death; the cloth- 
ing typefied the of his righteousness.—In perfect 

conformity, perhaps with a reference, to the passage thus 
interpreted, the apostle just now expressed himselt; even 
ike righteousness of (rOZ), zvhich is not only made over * to 
all believers, as a rich portion ; but put* upon-all ^ as a 
beautiful garment. Whereby alone their moral deformity 
can be covered, and their everlasting confusion prevented. 
^Milton^ it is certain, speaking of this memorable transac¬ 
tion, considers it in the same spiritual sense: 

Nor HE their outicard only with the skins 
Of beasts, but inward nakedness t (muck more 
Opprobious !) with his robe of righteousness 
Arraying, cover d from his FATII Eli's fig Id. 

In thy seed, says the great JEHOV'AII to his servant 
Abraham, shall all the nalionsof the earth he blessed. d'hat 
the seed here mentioned is CHRIST, the apostle § places 
beyond all doubt. Roth scripture and reason declare, d'hat 
ti'ue blessedness must necessarily include—the pardon of sins, 
and the favor of COD—the sanctification of our souls, and 
the inheritance of life eternal. None of which are to be 
acquired by any human performances j but all are to be 
sought, and all may be found, in the root and offs[)ring of 
Abraham, JKSUS CIIKISF. Wlio is therefore most })cr- 
tinenlly styled, TIfK DESIRF. OF ALL N.VnOXS ; 
The aclual desire ot every enlightened nation; and the 


* * lloni 111 » 

.il > 

•f An alluflon to Ccn. i 1. to Whi-n'A^ani ronffi'xs heron: JEHCrV AH; Ih’nvi 
tlf vo'ce in tht den n/fi u.a nuked. ^VllIch iiiiiit ilo'iote, wh.ii. 

Milton duly iiiyii:., jo om io'im!.’' ln'is, or the of ri^nhie-jusneoi. Since oothin;^ 
exieriijl, no wi)i i (>t Ux’nlv onMnieui, looltl have expojcii um lir^t patent to th»wiath of 
tJOI), »r !W«a have made him aliaul il it 

Ceil. xMi. t3, 

^ See St. PauPi ftomment mpoo this inv.'Iioihlc promi.se, Gal; 8, &c. This coimmcntafor. 
We allalhiw, wax miiilt cl hy :i'c Sf'iP^jT, and kiiew the luiiicl at GOD, According t» 
his expositit-ri ol tlicicLt, It w'oh tlie doctrine at i'.iliticaiiou by fjiuh, ani' 

;DridgtM.i.L of the iydp.i. 
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implicit desire of all nations whatever. Because all, without 
any exception, covet, what is to be derived only from JE¬ 
SUS CMRIS'f the righteous, rea/happiness. 

Tlie patriarchal age, and the legal oeconomy, bore their 
testimony to this truth, by typical persons, emblematical 
miracles, and figurative usages. Indeed, the whole cere-^ 
monial service was a grand series of types, representing 
CHRIST and his everlasting righteousness. In all 
whicli, this was the mianimous though silent language; 
behold the IMMB of GOD^ that takcih axvay the sin of the 
rcnr/f/--—These I sh.all not stay to discuss j because proofs^ 
more explicit anq ])ositlve, wait for our consideration. 
Only I would just make a transient observation, relating 
to one vorv remarkable constitution oi {\\q Jewish ritual. 

'The lligh-pricst had, on the frontof his mitre, a plate 
of puil? gold, engraven wnth that venerable morto^, 
II>myissTO T}i]i LQKD. Which was always to be on 
his iorehead, when he performed the solemn ministrations 
of'tlic sanctuary; and for this important reason, that the 
pe ople Piiftht he accepted before the LORDf., Did not this 
mnst clcarlv ioreshew the immaculate holiness of our great 
IIKTI-PRIES r ? And with equal clearness imply, that 
his holiness should procure acceptance for all his followers.^ 

In the book of job, wc have several hints of this truth, 
and one passage very express to our purpose.— Klihu de¬ 
scribes an unconverted person, under the chastising hand 
of providence. Whose life, tiirough the extremity of its 
drawi o^ar to the prove; ami to his soul, through 


the multitude ot hi" iniquities, is ready to become a ])rey 
to tiiC destroyers. In this deplorable condition, if there be 
present wtih him. the MESSI'^NGER I of the covenant of 
peace; that <^rca( IXTIUGMIETER :|: of the divine coun¬ 
sels, who lor his super-excellent wisdom, is justly acknow¬ 
ledged to be one among a thousand, or rather the chiefest 
among ten thousand. It he, by his enlightening SPIRIT, 
vouchsafe to shew unto the afflicted man his own pertect 


* Exed. xxTiii. 36, 37, + Lxod. xx\'i . 1.8. 


:t I Set Job. 82, 4.r. 
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righteousness; that most meritorious uprightness, on which 
alone a sinner mav depend, both for temporal and eternal 
salvation. Then the poor distressed creature, attentive to 
this instruction, and appiving to this righteousness, is made 
partaker of pardon. CiOD is the sovereign LORD of lite 
and death, ts radons unto Ii/ni, and saitii in the greatness 
of his strength, as well as the multitude of his mercies, 
jydiver him from going dozen into the pit at' corruption, as a 
pie go of his deliverance from the pit of perdition. For, I 
have found a reason sufficient to satisfy my justice. I have 
received an atonement, in behalf ot this once obnoxious, 
now reconciled transgressor. 

Rut why I do iiisist upon one particular paragraph ? It 
seems to be the main design of tlie rc//u/<‘book;, to overthrow 
all pretensions of any justifying righteousness in man. That 
the wretched sinner, nay, that the greatest saint, stri|)t of 
every personal plea, may see nothing to rely on, but the 
merits of a REDEEMER. This is the final i snoofall 
those, war.'u debates, which pass between the affilicted hero 
and Itis censorious friends. This ih the grand result ot Elilui’s 
calm reasoning, and o;’God AhniglUy’s awlul interrogato¬ 
ries. The appare.U centre this, * in which all die linc.s 
terminate ; Justly therefore to bo considered, as the principal 
scope of the whole work. 

jf must not oii'it an .excellent observation, which I find 
in some critical and (\rplana‘ori/ nofes^ f on the last words of 
David, The Judicious author proving, that this song relates 
to Christ; that it displ-riva the dignity of our REDEEMER, 
under the character oi the KING and the ONE, 

adds, as an explication of t!ie last amiable and glorious title. 
—Our LOR D.l ESUS CliR is r i 1 so called, not so much 
** for having fu.liilcd all righteousness, in his owm person, 

and perlormcd an unpinning obedience to the will of 
** GOD, as because hi.s righleoasness imputed to us, we 

also upon the terms of tiie gospel, are justified, or ac- 
<< counted righteous before GOD,” 


* See Job xiii, 


+ Ry Dr. Grey. Sec ji Sam. XJtiii. 3» 
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I think we may evidently discern the same vein of evan* 
gehcal doctrine, running through many of the Psalms— 
He shall convert my soul; * turn me not only from sin and 
ignorance, but from every false confidence, and every de¬ 
ceitful refuge. “ He shall bring me forth in paths of righ¬ 
teousness,” in those paths of imputed righteousness, which 
are always adorned with the trees of holiness j are always 
watered with the fountains of consolation ; and alwaj^S 
terminate in everlasting rest.-“Some, perhaps, may ask 
why I give this sense of the pass.igc? Why may it not sig¬ 
nify the paths of duty, and the way of our own obedience ? 
Because, suc!j cflects are here mentioned, as never have 
resulted, and nc'ver can result, from any duties of our 
own. 'fhese, detached from our SAVIOUR’s righte¬ 
ousness, are not ^rren pastures, but a parched and blasted 
heath : are not still waters, but a troubled and disorderly 
stream. Neither can.tiiese sptak peace, or adrninistercom- 
fort, wi\en we pass through the valley and shadow of death. 
To yield these blessings is the exalted office of CHRIST, 
and the sole prcrt)gative of his (vx’dience. - 

Admitting, that this obedience is of sovereign advantage, 
during the years of life, and in tlie hour of death; it may 
still occur to the serious and inquisitive mind, what will be 
our safeguard, in the invisible state.? When t/.e soul departs, 
and our place on earth knows us no more : when the body 
revives, and we shall all stand before the judgement-seat: 
what will then avail us?—The same rigldeousness of our di¬ 
vine LORD. This, if I mistake not, is displayed in the 
very next psalm. Which begins with a solicitous enquiry j 
subjoins a satii^ctory answer; and cl.)ses with a most perti¬ 
nent but rapturous .ipostrophc.—1 his is the enquiry ; zvfw 
shall ascend into the hill of the LORD ? Or, who shall rise up 
in his holy place ?—To which this is the answer ; even he 
that hath clean hands and a pure heart f. He shall receive 
ike blessing J of remission and reconcilation ; and righteous¬ 
ness, as the cause of both, from the CiOD of his salvation. 


* Teal, xxiii. 3. t P«al xxiv. 4, 


Psal. xxx'ii. », 
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Even that perfect righteousness, which is not acquired by 
man, but bestowed bv JEHOVAH ; which is not performed 
by the saint, but received * by the sinner : which is the on¬ 
ly solid basis, to support our hopes of happiness and the 
holy valid plea, for an admision into the mansions of 
joy.—Then follows the apostrophe. The prophet foresees 
the ascension of CHRIST and of his saints. He sees his 
LORD, marching at the head of the reddcmed world, and 
conducting them unto the city ot the living GOD, Suita¬ 
bly to such a view, and in a most beautiful strain of poetry 
he, addresses himself to the heavenly portals ; lift up your 
heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors ; 
and the king of glory, witli all the heirs of his grace and 
righteousness, shall make their triumphant entry j shall enter 
in, and go out no more. 

Having shewn the powerful and extensive infiuence of 
our REDEEMER'S righteousness ; its efiicacy, in this 
world to justify, in the other world to glorify ; well may the 
sweet singer of Israel profess his supreme value for it, and 
entire dependence on it. / will e'o forth in the strength of 
ihe LORD GOD f and will make menfion of thy righteous¬ 
ness only f. As though he had said ; I will have recourse 
to no other righteousness, for the consolation of my soul. 
I will plead no other righteousness, for the rcommendation 
of my person. I will fly to no other righteousness, for my 
final acceptance, and endless felicity.—'Ibis is that raiment 
of needlework and clothing of wrought g'OldJ, in which 
the church, the cjueen-consort, is p]oscntc(l to her immor¬ 
tal bridegroom ; with which she enters the everlasting ha¬ 
bitations, to be “ for ever with the LORD.”—'Ibis is that 
garment for glory and for beauty §, which clothed our great 
HIGHPRIEST ; and, descending to his very feet jj, clothes 
and adorns the lowest members of his mystical body. 




♦ Rom.v. 17. Psal.xxiv. 5. + Psal. Ixxi. 16, 

X P*9l.xlv;i3. ^ Exod.xxviii. 31. 

II Rev.}. 13 , 
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Reccollecting all the foregoing particulars, justly and on 
the most rational ground, docs our royal author declare; 

Blessed are the people, that know the joyful sound: 

they shall walk, O LORD, in the lightof thy countenance. 
“ In thy name shall they rejoice all they do ; and in thy 

righteousness shall they be exalted.”—They are truly 
blessed, they alone arc hap])y, who know the joyful sound 
of the gospel; not only receive it with their cars, but admit 
it into their'very hearts; so as to partake of the sacred 
peace, and spiritual liberty, which it proclaims.—I’hey shall 
walk in the light of thy countenance ; they shall enjoy such 
communications of thy grace, and such manifestations of 
thy love, as will constitute the serenity and sunshine oftheir 
souls.—In thy name O LORD JESUS CHRIST, in thy 
matchless person, and thy infinite merits, shall they re¬ 
joice. And not occjisionally, but habitually ; not barely 
at some distinguished intervals, but all the day. Their 
joy shall be as lasting, as it is sub:»tantial:—Though abased, 
though confounded in themselves, in thy righteousness shall 
they be exalted ^ ; now exalted to a state of holy friendship 
and delightful communion with GOD ; and exalted when 
time shall be no more, to a state of celestial glory, and 
eternal bliss. 

How thoroughly evangelical is this seraphic writer ! he 
has joy, he has blessedness, and he looks for everlasting ex¬ 
altation. Yet not from his faith. Ills repentance, and his 
own sincere obedience. According to tills, which is the 
modern scheme, ndt’i, instead ot receiving, would supplant 
the I.ORD JESUN : Repentance, instead of being the gilt 
of CHRIS r, would become his rival: and sincere obedi¬ 
ence, which is for tlie praise and glory of (iOD, would 
eclipse and impoverish his grace.—But David adopts no 
such doctrine. This is the invariable language of his heart ; 
this the burden of his song ; all my sfirings of hope, of tru^t 
and consolation, O thou adored IMMANUEL* are in 
thee f. 
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This sense is the leSvS precarious, I hnd almost said the 
more certain, as it exactly cf)rrespoiids with the anology of 
faith, and coincides with the express declarations of other 
scriptures .—Isaiak is styled the evuv^elist of the Jewish 
church. Because, more frequently than any of the prophets, 
he celebrates, and more copiourlv explains, this and other 
peculiarities ot the gospel.— In the very, first chapter, he 
preaches these glad tidings ; Sion shall be redeemed with 
judgement, and her converts with righteousness. Sion the 
gospel church, composed of fallen creatures, somewhat dis¬ 
obedient to their GOD, and enslaved to satan, shall be re¬ 
deemed. Redeemed, not with corruptible things silver 
and gold, but by severe judgement executed on their glori¬ 
ous HEAD, and gracious REPRI<:Si:\ TAl'iVE. And 
not by these only, but by righteousness also ; by the perfect 
and most meritorious obedience of the same divinely excel¬ 
lent PERSON. 

Our sacred author bears his testimony wdth w'armcr zeal 
and brighter evidence, as he proceeds in his incomj)arable 
discourses. Surely, shall one say ( t as it may be rendered 
Only) in the LORD have I righteousness- and strength 
l^leasc to observe Tiicron, it is not said, in my works, in my 
own works, in my own repentance,no, nor in my own faith 
but in the IX)RD, in the incarnate JEHOVAH, have I 
j'ighteousness.—Eligteousness for justification, and strength 
for saiactification. An iinpiUed rig’iteousness, to procure 
my acceptance ; an impaited strengtii, to produce my ho¬ 
liness. The first, constituting my title to the everlasting 
mheritance ; the last, forming my pcrsouLil preparation for 
its enjoyment. Surely, wiiicli expresses a firm persuasion 
and an unshaken atliancc. Only, vv,uch denotes an utter 
ifcnunciation of all otlicr confivlence, and excludes every 
Other ground of hope.—Righteousnesses, the original is in 
the plural number. Which seems to be used, not witliout 
an important design ; lo enlarge the significartcy of the 
world, and make it correspond with the richness of the 
blessing. So that it iiiay imply the fulness and superemi- 
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nent excellency of rhis gift of gr^ce ; as comprehending 
whatever, either of suffering^ or of obedience, is requisite 
to the justification ot'sinners. ’ 

Therefore the prophet adds* in the LORD, shall all the 
seed of Israel be justifiedi and shall glory Mostimpbrtant 
and most precious text ! every expressio!* is big with truth| 
and bright with grace.—All the seed: intimating, that th^ 
way ot salvation, in every age of the worlds and to all the, 
people of GOD, is invariable and one.—What is this invari-l 
able way ? ‘ It is to be pardoned, and delivered from wrath , 
to be approved, and admitted into favour j or as the inspired 
penman expresses it, to be justified.—How is this effected 
Not by oilr upright aims, not by our sincere endeavoursi 
but by having a real and proper righteousness.—Where is 
tills to be had ? Not in ourselves ; not in any accorriplish' 
inents, or anv performance ot our own ; in the LORD 
REDEEMER, and^ his consurhtnately rii'litcous nature, 
affections, actions —x\re these suffieient for the purpose? 
S3 sufficient, that we may not drily confide, but glory in 
them. 'I'liL-y afford cause not only for the stcMfassness ot^ 
reliance; but for the elevations of triumph; Cleavintf to 
these we may look sin and Satan, look death and hell, ill 
the face; and sayj with a noble dcfiancci who siiall con¬ 
demn us? , . , . 

What he had jiist nOw asserted^ hO exemplifies in his own, 
and in the person of every true believer. / zoili •€- 

joice iii the LORD-, my soul shall be joijful in mi} God; for 
he hath clothed me zvifli the garmcnis oj salvafitm, he hath 
covered me ivtth the robe of 7’ighleoitsness-\. ■ True believers 
are compatedj in one of our sacred eclogues* to a compatuy 
of horses in Pharaoh's diariol J;: to horses^ than whicii no 
^imal is more stately and graceful to Egyptian horses* 
which were the best and completcst, then in the world t to 

those i» Pharaoh's chariot, which, doubtless, were a clioicd 

« 

W 
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set I selected from thousands; and finest, where all \verc 
{fine. , Here, methinks, I see the compaiison realized. 
Christiansy endued with such a spirit, as breathes in this 
'anirnatcd text, are like collections of gallant and majestic 
steeds; not, destined to low drudgery, but appointed to liin 
in the royal chariot; all life ; full of fire; champing the bit, 
and eager for the chase. Nothing can more beautifully 
describe a state of exultation and ardour, than the preceding 
similitude, or the following words —I xvill rejoice; J tviil 
grtqtly rejoice; mif very souly and all that is within me, shall 
be joyful in my GOD. Wherefore? Because he has clothed 
'me, undone sinner as I am, unth the garments of salvation ; 
because he hath covered me, defective as all my services are, 
with the robe oj righteousness. A robe, which hides every 
Corruption, and covers every sin; so that neither stain nor 
deformity appear in my character. A robe, which adorns 
and dignifies my soul; renders it fair as the moon, clear as 
the sun *, and meet for the inheritance of saints in light. 
-^Having represented this righteousness, in a variety of grand 
^hd charming views—the Prophet farther characterizes it, 
kiXht xitialterable and never Jailing origin of our justifica¬ 
tion and happiness. This he displays by a train of images, 
bold and sublime to the last degree. IJft up yonr eyes to 
the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens 
shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth wax old like a 
garment; but my salvation shall he for ever, and 7ny righ/e-^ 
ousness shall not be abolished f.—Observe the vast dimensi¬ 
ons, and the firm foundations, both of the upper and lower 
- world. How strong, how stedtast, they all appear 1 Yet 
these, indissoluble as they may seem, shall perish.—This 
jnajestic globe, on which summers shine, and flowery pTOS- 
|j^ects smile, shall Jose its beautiful gloss; and soon be Imd 
-aside,!, like a decayed useless garment. Even that more 
"majestic in which stars glit|er, and comets gio'W, 

shall be ijj^riyed of its very superior splendor; and vanish 
awayi likeJbe unsubstantial dissolving smoke.—-Whereas, 
my saltation, together with the inestimable blessings com- 
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prehended in it, shall subsist, shall flouri^hy^^r «w.. And 
my righteousness^ which Is the meritorious C!iuse of ?X\, shall 
not. abolished ; but remain an immoveable basis and an 
inviolable sanctuary, for the repose and safety of sinners.— 
In short; whether there be moral virtues, they shall be 
found wanting; whether there be Christian graces, they 
shall prove ineffectual; but my conformity to the law, and 
my obedience unto death, neither need addition, nor admit 
of alteration. They are all-sufficient in their merit, and in ; 
their ^gtncy'everlasting. ' 

When day arises on our benighted hemisphere, it, breaks 
and spreads by a gradual increase. Forming, first, the grey 
twilight; next, the blushing morn; then, the shining light; 
till all is heightened into the blaze and glow of noon.— 
When spring revi>its our wintry clime, she alsoadvances by 
gentle degrees. First, swells the bud, and protrudes the 
gem. Then, exjjands the leaf, and unfolds the blossom. 
The face of things is continually changing for the better; 
till, at length, all the country is covered with bloom and 
verdure.— Fhis leisurely process, renders the strong effuj' 
gcnce of the celestial orb, more supportable; and the lovely 
expansions of the vegetable creation, more observable. 

So progressive and increasing arc the displays of JESUS 
CHRIST, exhibited in the scriptures. Whose appearance 
is unspeakably more delightful to the soul, than the emana¬ 
tions of orient light are to the eye, or the entertainments of 
the vernal season to our other senses.—The gloom of fallen 
Adam was alleviated by a ray from this SUN OF RIGH¬ 
TEOUSNESS.—.\braham and the partiarchs saw afar off 
the blessed JESUS, the moruing spread upon the moun* 
tpiiis *.—The p.salmist nnd the prophets, bel'.cid his nearer 
approaches, like the sun upon tlie j^oint of rising.—^I'o the 
Apostles and Evangelists he arose, in perfect lustre, and 
complete beauty. The grace and the privileges, which 
daxpned under other dispensations, are brought even to me¬ 
ridian light by the gospel.—This I mention, just to intimate, 
what you may expect from a following letter. 
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In the mean time, Jet us attend to the Prophet Daniel, 
jBe Records p. mesjSjige frpm heaven, which is more clearly 
jid^cfiptiye of this great evangelical blessing, than all the 
foregoing texts.-rrrHe had been under much distress, and in 
great pefpicxity : afflicted tor his own, and his countrymen’s 
sins j anxjops for the welfare of the chosen nation, and the 
prosperity of true religion. When an angel vi^as dispatched 
fo the holy mourner, wdth this most clieafing news; which, 
f^ceived by faith, is the richest balm to a wounded con¬ 
science, and the only remedy for a guilty world. Srvenly 
are determined upon fhy people^ andnpon thiy holy city i 
^0 finish the transgression, and make an end of sui j to make 
recouc!billion for iniquity ; and to bring in everlasting righ¬ 
teousness^. —I'his prophecy, without ali contradiction, "rcn 
latesto the MESSIAH. It foretels, that, in the fulness of 
time, he should, the hansgression ; restrain and sup¬ 
press the power ot corruption, by purifying to himself a pe¬ 
culiar people.— Should make end of sin ; by scaling up or 
creating its guilt, and totally abolishing its condemning pow- 
ey—Should make reconciliation for iniquity ; by sustaining 
the vengeance due to sinners, and fully satisfying the divine 
justice for all their offences. 

But, as to suffer punishmept, is one thing; and to obey 
the precept, is another: as pardon of sin, does by no means 
complete the privilege of justification : It is added, that the 
MESSIAH should also bring ip an everlasting righteous-? 
pcss—A righteousness, or an adequate and perfect confo- 
, mit) to all the dictates of the la\^^ W'hich consists, in apt 
habitual holiness ot nature, and an flctual obedience of life, 
This hp shoul! not barely publish, but accomplish andfir/wg^ 
That it may be presented both to GOD and man ; tq 
;GOD, for tl'.e reparation of his violated law; to GOD, for 
the reparation of his ignominious sins; to man, fortbejustifica-t 
tion of his obnoxious person—I'hat this righteousness should 
be ei'etlasting ; not such as may be compared to the naorn- 
jng olpud, whicli soup passeth away ; or to the early dew, 
is soon dried up; but such .as will gut-last ^ 
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on which the latter shines; and out-last the skies, through 
which the former fails, A righteousness, whose merits ex¬ 
tend to every period and every acquisition of our lives j and 
when once made ours by im[)utation, remains and will re» 
main our unalienable property.—To this all the Saints, who 
in antient generations, pleased GOD, owe their acceptance j 
on this, all the children of men, who, In future ages, hope 
for his favor, must rely ; by this the whole assembly of the 
blessed, will be invariably and eternally precious in his 
sight.*!—Exalted character! Can it be applicable to any thing 
less, than the righteousness of the incarnate GOD ? Surelv 
none can imagine, that Daniel would speak in such a mag-^ 
nificent strain of any human righteousness; since, in this 
very chapter, he professedly depreciates himsclt, his fellow- 
saints, and all human performances whatever. 

I forgot, in the proper place, to consult the prophet Jere¬ 
miah. Let U9* Tiovv refer ourselves to his determination. 
Celebrating the S.4V10UA* oiJudah and Israel^ he says; 
this u; his name., ivherebv he shall be calledy THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS'. A determination, so clear 
jind satisfactory, as not to leave, one would almost conclqde,. 
any room for appeal.—Should the sense of the passage be 
questioned, I think, there cannot be a more authentic ex¬ 
plication, than the preceding extracts from Jsaiafmnd Danh 
el. Having the unanimous attestation of two inspired pen¬ 
men, we may venture to abide by such authority, even in 
opposition to some respectable names.—In the verse imme¬ 
diately foregoing, the essential holiness of tlie REDEEM¬ 
ER is displayed, under the character of the RIGHTEOUS 
BRANCH.—The sanctity, which he xcill impart to his sub¬ 
jects, is intimated by his execufins; judgment and justice in 
the earth. —In the clause, we have quoted, his impufedn^- 
teousness is foretolb and promised.—Thus, the several sen¬ 
tences are distinct; the description of the SAVIOUR is com¬ 
plete; and he appears perfectly suited to the exigences of a 
wretched world. A world, in its worst estate, enslaved to 
«$atan ; and in its best, falling short of the glory of GOD, 
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»^This, therefore, I take to be the grand and extensive 
meaning of the Pr^het; not barely, the righteous LORD; 
iTOt barely, the LQRD who infuses righteousness into sinful 
tBouls; but the incarnate JEHOVAH*, whose mediatorial 
lighteousness is, by an act of gracious imputation, ours — 
to all the intents of justification and salvation, ours—as 
much ours for these blessed purposes, as if we had wrought 
it out, each in his own person. 

, Foreseeing and contemplating these blessings, the enrap¬ 
tured Zechariah cries out ; Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
« of Sion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy 
“ King cometh unto thee ; he is just, and having salvation, 
** lowly and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of 
an ass —He addresses himself to Sion and Jerusalem, 
to the ecclesiastical and civil community. People of all 
ranks and of every character, are exhorted to rejoice : to 
rejoice greatly ; nay, to express the joy of their heart ; by 
loud hallelujahs, and triumphant exclamations. What is the 
cause of this general delight? Who can fill both church and 
State with such high satisfaction ? Thy kin^ cometh unto 
thee } even that glorious KING, who rules in heaven, and 
rules in the heart; whose service is freedom, and w'hose 
laws are love. He comes, to be made flesh, and to dwell 
in thy nature.—He is just; divinely righteous in thy stead. 
— Havini^ salvation ; not setting thee to procure it, but pro¬ 
curing it for thee. Bringing with him a great, a complete, 
an eternal salvation; fully prepared, in all points finished, 
and free for thy acceptance. That none may be discourag¬ 
ed, and none deterred, fro.m applying to th‘»s PRINCE of 
Peace, be is, amidst all the honors of his sovereignty, low- 
Jy : does not abhor the basest, wdll not despise the meanest; 
to the poor and worthless his gos})eI is preached, for the 
guilty and abominable his benefits are intended.—As an em¬ 
blem, as a proof, of this most amiable and condescending 
goodness, he will ride ; not like the conquerors of the na¬ 
tions, in a splendid triumphal chariot, or on a richly capri- 
soned steed ; but upon the most mean and despicable of all 
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animals, an ass : nay, what is still more despicable, on a 
rude undisciplined colt, tlie wayard fool of ah ass. 

And now—since my Theron confesses himself to be itiU 
serable^ and poor^ and naked i since the eyes of bis under¬ 
standing are enlightened, to see the imj>urity of his heart, 
and the imperfection of his righteousness—^what advice, 
chearing and salgtaiy, shall I suggest? O! let him listen t6 
an ADVISER, infinitely more able and compassionate. 
Listen to HIM, wlio is the ANTIENT OF DAYS, and 
the WISDOM OF GOD; / counsel thee, sap the blessed 
JESUS, to buy of me i^old tided in the fire, that thou inaijest 
be rich ; and zvhife raiment, that thou mayest he cloathed —• 
Goldl What can this denote, but all those spiritual treasures, 
which arc iiid in CHRISTP Which are in measure, un¬ 
searchable; In value, inestimable; in duration, eternal.—• 
JVhile raiment! Surely this must signify the righteousness 
of our REDEEMER ; which is all purity, and all perfec¬ 
tion. Which cloathesthe soul, as a most suitable and com¬ 
modious garment arrays the body. Which will present the 
believer, void of shame, and free from blemish; will pre¬ 
sent liini, with confidence aud honor, before the throne of 
the MAJESTY in the heavens. 

I’his, to use the delicate language, and amiable images 
of Isaiah—This doctrine, embraced by a realizing faith, is 
the only pillow of rest, wherewith ye may cause the wear/ 
and heavy-laden soul to find repose ; and this is the sovereign 
cordial, prepared by infinire mercy, for the refreshment of 
anxious ai.d desponding transgressors. O! Let us not be 
in the number of those i)roud and refractory creatures, who, 
though they infinitely needed, yet would not hearf the 
gracious news, nor receive the unspeakable benefit.—In 
this respect, and in this most eminently, is that other saying 
of the same sublime teacher, true; the LORD of hosts shall 
be for a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty, to the 
Vesidue of his people J. Sliali wc tear from our temples, 
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or reject with disdain, this unfading and heavenly orna¬ 
ment : ill order to substitute a mean and tawdry chapaJet 
of our own ? 

Let me add a pertinent passage from one of our celebra¬ 
ted dramatic writers. Which, if proper in his sense, will 
be incomparably more so, according to our manner of ap¬ 
plication. 

• - . .II were contemningj 

With impious selt-suflicient arrog.inco/ 

This bounty of our GOD, noi to .icrept, 

. . With every marie, of honrtr, such a gift. 

I miglit proceed to urge this expostulation of the t'oet, 
ns I might easily have multiplied my quotations from iioly 
writ. But studious of brevity, I resign both, without far¬ 
ther enlargement, to yout own meditation. Yet more stu¬ 
dious of my friend’s happiness, I cannot conclude without 
wishing him an interest, a clear and established interest, in 
this everlasting rlghteousnt?ss of CHRIST. For so, and ao 
only, can he have everlasting cnnsolaricii and good hope 
through grace.—I am, my dear Theron, 

Inviolably yours, 

ASPASId. 

P. S. Opposite to tiie room in which I write, iS a most 
agreeable prospect ot gardens andthc fields. 'Fhese, covered 
with herbage, and loaded witli corn ; those adorned with 
flowers, and abounding widi esculents. Ail appearing 
with so florid and so beautiful an a.spect, that they really 
seem, in conformity to the Psalmist’s description, even to 
laugh and sing.—Let me just observe, that all these fine 
scenes, all these rich productions sprung—from what ? 
From the dissolution of the respective seeds. The seeds 
planted by the gardener, and the grain sowed by the hus¬ 
bandman, first perished in the ground, and then the copious 
increase arose. 

Much after the same manner, a true faith in CHRIST 
and his righteousness arises—from what ? From the ruins 
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oF selF-sufiiciency, and the deat!i of personal exeellency. 
Let me therefore intreat my Theron, still to keep an eye 
on the depravity of )iis nature, and the miscarriages of his 
life. The more clearly we see, the more deeply we led; 
our guilt and our misery, the mere highly we value die 
obedience of onr blessed SURE l'Y. - Li sucli a heart, faith 
will flourish, as a rose, and litt up its head li’;e a cedar irt 
Lebanon. To such a soul, tlie great REDKIoMER’s r gh- 
teousness wjll be welcome, as waters to the thirsty soiil, or 
as rivers in the sandy desart. 
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dear TI1I‘,R0N’, 

Grv E me leave to relate an uncommon acci¬ 
dent ; whicli happened a little while ago, in the neighbour¬ 
hood ; and of which I myselt was a spectator.—The day 
was the Sabbath the place appropriated_^to divine worship, 
was the scene ot tliis remarkable airait; and the instant of 
its taking place, was the beginning of the sermon. When 
the ambassador of CHRIST risen with a venerable aspect, 
and adurcssing* his audience with becoming gravity, drew 
attention “ still as night, or summer’s noon-tide air.” 

At this interval of deep composure, a boy came running 
into the church, breathless ajid trembling. He told, but 
in a low voice, those who -toorl near, that a press-gang 
was advancing, to besiege tlic doors, and arrest the Sailors. 
—An alarm was immediately taken. The seamen, with 
much hurry, and no small anxiety, began to shift for them¬ 
selves. 1 he re!:t ot the congregation, perceiving an unu¬ 
sual stir, wt re struck with surprize .—\ whisper of enquiry 
ran from seat to seat; w'hicii increased, by degrees, into a 
confused munner, and a strange commotion. No one could 
inform his neighbour. Therefore, every one was left to 


* Th« rcaclfr, it lii hopet!, vill excuse whatever may appear low, or favor of the Ple- 
tiian. in anv of Oie'ic circumstances. Put as this was a real nutter of fact, which lately 
happened in one wl niir sea-port towns j tiHth, esen in a plain drr‘, , may possibly fie nfc 
tw* acceptable than hciion, tiickvt tip wuh the »n«8t spkniJid *inl>cllishrao'.ts. 
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solve the appearntice, trom me suggesticms ot a tunorous 
imagination. Some suspected, the town was on fire. St)me 
were apprehensive of an invasion from the Spaniards. 
Others looked up, and looked round, to see if the walls 
were not giving wa\, and the roof failing upon their heads. 
■—In a few moments, the consternation became general. 
Tlic men stood like statutes, in sdera amazement, and una¬ 
vailing perplexity. The women slirickeil aloudj fell into 
fits j sunk to the ground in a swoon. Nothing was seen, 
but xviid disorder ; nothing heard, but lumidtitous clamour. 
■!—Drowned was the preacher's voice. Had bespoke in 
thunder, bis message would scarce have been regarded. To 
have gone on with liis work, amidst such a ferment ofstun¬ 
ning sounds and astoni'hed minds, liad been like arguing 
wilh a whirlwind, or talking to a tempest. 

This brought to m) mind tliat great trexnnidous dayiV.'hen 
the heavens siiall pas^ away ; when the earth shall be dis- 
solv^td; and all its inhabitants receive their i'mal doom.^— 
If, at such incidents of vet) interior dread, our hearts are 
ready to fail; what unknown and inconc civable astonish 
ment must seize the guilty conscience, when tlie hand of 
the ALMlC^in V shall ojjen those uujjaralleled scenes of 
wonder, desfilaii(»n, and horror!—When tlie trumpet shall 
soLind^—I'he dcatl arise—I'he world be in tiamch—The 
JL'DGE on the throne—nnU all mankind at the bar ! 

77/e frmnpel shall the prophetic teacher. 

And how alarming, Ivan stu[)ciKious the sumiuons! Nothing 
ec]ual to it, notiilng like it, was ever heard tiirough all tiic 
‘regions of the universe, or all llie revoiutiuns ot time.— 
When confllctimr armies have disci!ar;rcd the bcllowinc: ar- 
tiliCry ot war, or wlren victoiions ariuics liave shouted tor 
joy of the concjiRSt, the and shores have rung, the 

inbuntains and plains liave eeiioed. iiiil the voice ot the 
Archangel, aru the trumj) (d C»OD, wdli resound from pole 
to pole. It will {shake the pillars ot earth, and startlo the 
dungeon of hell.—Stronge r, stranger still! It wdil penetrate 
^ven deepest recesses of the tomb, it will pour its 
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amazing thunder into all those abodes ot silence. The dead* 
the very dead, shall hear. 

AVhen the trumpet has sounded, the dead shall arise —In 
a mo’ment, in the twinkling of an eye, the graves open ; 
the monumental piles are cleft asunder; the families, the 
nations under ground, start into day. What an immense 
harvest of men and women, springing up from the caverns 
ot the earth, arid the depths of the sea ! Stand a while my 
soul, and contemplate the wonderful spectacle .—Adam 
formed in paradise, and the babe born but yesterday, the 
earliest ages, and latest generations, meet upon the same 
level. Jews and Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians, people 
of all climes and languages, unite in the promiscuous 
throng. M ere, those vast armies, which, like swarms of 
locusts, covered countries; which, with an irresistable 
sweep, ovci-run empires; here the} all appear, and here 
tliey are all lost, like the small drop of a bucket, 

when plunged amidst the unfathomable and boundless oce¬ 
an.—O! the multitudes! the multitudes^! which these 
eyes shall survey, when GOD calleth the heavens Jrom 
aboi Cj and the eurth that he may juds^e his people^ What 
shame must Hush the guilty cheek ! What anguish wound 
the polluted breast ! To have all their Hlthy practices, and 
infamous tempers, exposed before this innumerable croud 
of witnesses!—Fly, my Thcron; and fly my soul; instant¬ 
ly let us fly, earnestly let us Hy, to the purifying blood of 
JESUS. That all our sins ma) be blotted out ; that we 
may be found unblameabic and unreprovable, in the pre¬ 
sence of the a^icmblcd world ! and, what is infinitely 
more to be revealed, in the sight ot the most omnipotent 
GOD. 

When the swarm issues, the hive shall burn. There is 
no more need of this Ivabitable globe. The elect have 
fought a good fight, and liiiished tlieir course. The wicked 
have been tried, and found incorrigible. The important 
drama is ended. Every actor has performed bis part. Now 


* If, as it is commonly supposed, the ea’-tii c iutains at one period of time, rio less than 
fjiii h'l.ulied millions of ..oui^: wb..t a coii 4 ri:;^tiua must all those make, which have 
•t^ccecurd each otiit;r ioi ;ivv«u '.houivid years 1 
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therefore the scenes are taken down ; and the stage is de¬ 
molished. IVlio be io the enrth^ aftd fo the zvorks thereof! 
Its streams are turned into pitch, its dust into brimstone ; 
and the breath of the ALMIGHTY, like a torrent of fire, 
enkindles the whole. See ! see ! how the conflagration ra¬ 
ges—spreads—prevails over all. I he forests are in a blaze, 
and the mountains are wrapt in flame. Cities, kingdoms, 
continents, sink in the baming deluge. ‘London, Europe, 
Britain are no more. Tiirough all the receptacles of water, 
through all the tracts of land, through the whole"extent ot 
air, nothing is dlscernablc, but one vast, prodigious, fiery 
ruin. Where now are the treasures ot the covetous ? 


"Where the possessions of the mighty r Where the delights 
of the voluptuary?—How wise, iiovv hapj)y are they,whose 
portion is lodged in heavenly mansions ! Iheir inheritance 
is incorruptible. Such as the last lire cannot reach, nor the 
dissolution of nature impair. 

We look upwards. The azure vault cleaves. That 
stately expanse is rolled back like a scroll; the regions of 
bliss are seen j and tue JUDGE appears! Jlecomdh, cries 
a mighty seraph, the herald * of his apj^roach, he roincth to 
jitdi^e thexvorld in ri 2 ,htcousness, and minister true judgement 
unto the people !—He cometh, not as formerly, in tiie habit 
of a servant, but clad ith um rented glory, and arrayed in 
light inaccessible. He cometh, not meanly followed by 
twelve weak disciples, but jnaguificenily attended with the 
armies of heaven, Augi Is and Archangels form his reti¬ 


nue : principalities aiu.l powers wait at his leot ; the cheru¬ 
bim and seraphim are upon the wing to execute his' com¬ 
mands. Behold him, ye faithlul k)llowcrs ot the L,\MB; 
and wonder and love. This is HE, wlio bore all your ini- 


,<juiticson the ignominious cross. This is HE, who fulfil¬ 
led all righteousness for the justiheation ol pour persons.— 
Behold him, yc despisers ot his grace ; and wonder and 
perish. This is HE, whose merciful overtures you have 
contemned, and on whose precious blood you have tram¬ 


pled. 
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The great xvhite fhrone*y beyond description agiist and 
formidable, is erected. The KING ot heaven, the LORD 
of glory, takes his seat on the dreadful tribunal.. Mercy^ 
on his right-hand, displays the olive-branch of peace, and 
holds forth the crown of righteousness. JusticCy on his left, 
poises the impartial scale, and unsheaths the sword of ven¬ 
geance. While wisdom and holinessy brighter than ten thou¬ 
sand suns, beam in his divine aspect.—What are all the pre¬ 
ceding events, to this new scene of dignity and avVe ? Tht> 
peals of thunder, sounding in the archangel’s trumpet; the 
bla^ of a burning world, and the strong convulsions of ex¬ 
piring nature; tl)e unnuinbred myriads of the dead, starting 
into instantaneous life, and thronging the astonished skies, 
all these seem familiar incidents, compared with the appear¬ 
ance of tlie incarnate —Amazement, more 

than amazement, is all around. 'I'error and glory unite in 
their extremes. From the sight of his majestic eye, from 
the insupportable splendors orliis face, tlie earth itself and 
the very heavens //ee nxvay f.—How then ? Oil! how shall 
the ungodly stand ? Stand in his angry presence, and draw 
near to this consuming fire ? 

Yet draw near thev must, and take their trval—theii 
decisive iryalnt his righteous bar. Every action comes un¬ 
der examination. For each idle word they must give ac¬ 
count. Not so much as a secret thought escapes this exact 
scrutiny.—How shall the criminals, the impenitent crimi¬ 
nals, either conceal their guilt, or elude the sentence? They 
have to do with a saf’.acity, too keen to be deceived: with 
a power, too strong to be resisted; and (O ! terrible, terrible 
consideration!) v.-dth a severity of most just displeasure, that 
will ncv'cr relent, never be intreatod more.—What gastly 
despair lours on their pale looks! What racking agonies 
rend their distracted hearts? the bloody axe and torturing 
wheel, are ease, aredownc, compared with their prodigious 
woe. And (O holy GOD ! wonderful in thy doings! fear¬ 
ful in thy judgments !) even this prodigious woe isthe^ew- 
tiest of visitations, compared with that indignation an(| 
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which are hanging over their guilty heads—which 
now falling on all the sons of rebellion—whicn 
‘ plunge them deep in aggravated misery and endless de¬ 
struction. 

' And is there a last day ? and must there come, 

' A sure, a fix’d, irrevocable doom ? 

Surely then, to use the words of a pious prelate^, it 
should l>e “ the main care of our lives and dcvtths, what 
** shall give us peace and acceptation with GOD. What 
** but righteousness ? What righteousness or whose ? Ours, 
in the inherent graces wrought in us, in the holy works 
" wrought by us ? Or CHRlST’s, in his most perfect obe* 
** dience, and meritorious satifaction, wrought for us, and 
“ applied to us? The Popish faction is the former. Wc 
“ Protestants are for the latter. GOD is as direct on our 
** side* as bis word can make him ; every where blazoning 
“ the defects of our own righteousness, every where extol- 
** ling the perfect obedience of (nir REDEEMER’S.” 

Behold ! says the everlasting KING, 1 lay in Sion,for a 
foundation, a stone ; a tried stone; a precious corner-stone \ 
a sure foundation : lie that belleveth, shall not makchastef. 
As this text contains so noble a display of our SAVTOUR’s 
consummate ability for his great work ; as it is admirably 
calculated, to preserve the mind from distressing fears, and 
to settle it in a steady traaquilily j you will give me leave 
to touch it cursorily with my pen. Just as I should descant 
upon it in conversation, was I now sitting in one of your 
agreeable arbors, and enjoliig your agreeable company. 

Plow beautiful the gradation !how lively the description! 
and how very important the practical improvement ! Or I 
might say, the inscription which is engraven on this wonder¬ 
ful stone.—Behold ! intended to rouse and fix our most 
attentive yegard. The GOD of heaven speaks. He speaks 
and every syllable is balm ; every sentence is rich with 
consolation. If ever therefore we have ears to hear, let it 
be 10 this SPEAKER, and on this occasion. 
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■ A stone,^ Eyeiy. tjiing -is sliding 
^ir !' IS a''breaking 'bbbble.' Wealth;' vi5ll ^ste'.; 

dow • honor,ah ehi^fy breath i pleasure A 1; 

our own righteousness a spider’s web.\ If oh these r^lyi i 
diMppoitmenf mdst ensues and shame be. inevitable., ^o- ' 
thing blit CHRIST, nothing but CHRIST; can stably sup-i. 
port our spiritual interest, and realize ourexpectation oftrud f 
happiness. And blessed be the divine goodness ? He is for ; 
this, purpose, not a stone only, but , . . . 

A tried storie. Tried in the days of hishumanity, by all'':' 
the vehemence of temptations, and all the weight of alhic-'" 
tion : yet, like gold from' the furnace; Tendered more shi¬ 
ning and illustrious by the fiery scrutiny.—Tried, under the : 
capacity of a SAVIOUR, by millions and millions of de¬ 
praved, wretched, ruined creatures ; who have alw^ays found . 
him perfectly able, and as perfectly willing, to expiate thd 
enormous guilt—to deliver from the most inveterate corrup¬ 
tions—and save, to the very Uttermost, ail that come unto 
GOD through him. 

A corner stone. Which not only sustams, but u;ntes the. 
edifice : incorporating both Jem and Gentiles, believers of 
various languages, and manifold denomination's—here. In 


one harmonious bond of brotherly love—hereafter in one 
common participation ot eternal joy. 

A precious stone. More precious than rubies; the pearl 
of great price ! and the desire of all nations. Precious with 
regard to the divine dignity of his person, and the unequaled 
excellency of his mcdiatorial|ofiices. In these, nnd in all' 


respects greater than Jonah —vvisscr than Solomon —faiier 
than the children of men—chiefest among ten thousand^—and 
to the aw^akened sinner or enlightened beliei^cr, altogether 
lovely"*". 

A sure foundation. Such as no pfes^iitc ctlri febak^: equal 
than equal, to every Weight; even to sin, the heaviest 
, load in the world. —The rock of ages; such aS' hCvef, ha^ 
failed; BCver will fail, those humble penitfent$i vc.ho 

V • ‘ 

JLi . ' • ' '^ly '. ^ 


^ Catn 10. 



TO TftEROH. 



^ % LORD REDEEMER ; who roll 

|w ;lijieir aH'’theii''-'h'ppi^s, ’ on this iminoveabltf 

, Oras jrencfemcl A foundation * ! 

/Ifiieyje iaafine spirit of vehemency in the sen- 
^ tence, thus undei^tobd. It speaks the language of exu’ <. 
cfion, and expre.s^cs'an important discovery. 'Fhat w‘,sh 
mankind infinitely want; that which multitudes seek, .'ee 
arft notable to find j it is here ! it is here'! I'his, this is the 
foundation for their pardon, their peace, their^etem )' 


City, :'■ 

Whosoever believeth^ pressed with adverdf’ * or 

surrounded with dangers, shall not make haste. Boi free 
from tumultuous and perplexing Ihoughts, preserved from 
rash and precipitate stl^, he sliall possess his soul in pati¬ 
ence. Knowing the sufficiency of those merits, and the 
fidelity of that grace, on wht^ch he lias rcj)o^ed his confi¬ 
dence, shall quietly and without perturbation wnit for an 
expected end.-—And not only amidst the penf jus or tljsas- 
trous changes of life, but even in the day of eve rlasting 
judgeipent, such persons shall stand with boldness. They 
shall look up, to the grand ARBITRA'rOll— dook rouiKl 
on all the solemnity of his appearance—-look torward, to 
the unalterable sentence—and neither feel anxiety, nor tear 
damnation. 


Such, In that day of terrors, shall be seen 
To face the thunders with a godlike mien. 

The Planets drop ; theinj^houghts are fix’d above ; 
The centre shakes ; their hearts disdain to iiu^ve. 


vv This portion of scripture, %vhiclt, I hope, will both de¬ 
light and edify,my friend, recals our attention to the subject 
of my pyesent letter—to those propitiatory sufferings, and 
dtiftf ju^tiiying rf^teousness, which, imputed to sinners, are 
the their confif^ and the bulwark of their,se-^. 

heard Moses and the prophets. What 
of the Nc^y Testament ? They, whose up- 

r v'fk' 

'* \ amentum 





ASPASid TO 

.. . " /. . . . ii j ||l■l■ll^ 'r ■ Vl ; , ■^ V ■ ^ ^ ^^^^ ^ 




derstandinj[fs were opened hy the ■ .**'''}^'&0j^MkFVL^'^. 

COUNSELLOR/* todkcetn the 
oracic.s. Who must tbcrelori^ be the most competent 
es of their true import, and our surest guides in S^ttHi^ ;; 
( use.—Do they patronize our interpretation of the ;■ pro- 
] '! L( ? Do they set their seal to the authenticity ofdhr dod- ?> 


t‘..T»L ? , '■ f 

Sl /m/(‘Cj in his ecclesiastical history, has preserved thi^;: 
decl^iriition of the Apostles ; We believe thdt^thra* / 
a.- \>n Y of o,I: LORI) JESUS CHRIST, we shall bet ': 
ai<‘ i. 1 'cn d'i ihei) *. Here the thing is implied.—^St. Pe- 
/cr, in die introduction to one of his theological epistles^ 
thus addressed his happy correspondents : To them that 
have obtained like precious faith, in the righteousness ^ of our' 
COD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. Here the point 
is expressly asserted.—With equal clearness is the doctrine 
delivered by Matihemthe Evangelist; Seek ye first thekmg* 
do??i of GOD and his righteousness^. What can the king* 
dom of GOD mean ? An experience of the power, and an 
enjoyment of the privileges of the gospel. 'What are we 
to understand by his righteousness } Surely, the righteous* 
ness which is worthy of this grand appellation, and peculi¬ 
ar to that blessed institution. 

AVould w^e learn, what is the great and distinguishing pe¬ 
culiarity of the gospel ? St. Paid informs us ; Therein the 
righteousness q/ GQD is revealed, from faith, to faith. As 
this text leads us into the epistle to the Romans—as this 
epistle is, both ^or the propriety of its method, and for the 
importance of its doctrine, singularly excellent-—it may not 
be amiss, to examine its structure, and enquire into its de¬ 


sign. 

The Apostle writes to a promiscuous people ; who had 
been converted, partly from Judaism, partly from Oentilism. 
His aim is, to strike at the very root of tnelt tormer errors 
respectively—to turn them wholly to the superabundant 
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tn^lul^Sfel'^nn»fele interests. If any; 

S,«,^PS‘. fa deitv , 

ShWthat the DEIl^ 
:':Sia^6§;:l:lWy commlttea sin t “".^ey sapped 

■ in-#t W)r::i)e '’y sacrifices*. A ^ J“ 

'^icWWgratehght, that the roost probable roeans of ob- 

rtainm^liSirdon, was a sincere reformation ot life. 

■‘•' TheJaes, aSiit is well known, placed a might. “Spen 
? ance bn their aflirmity to Abraham, and ^ 

with their fathers; on their adherence ^ 

vtnofal law,' arid their scrupulous 

that they looked for the pardon of guilt, and the attainment 

'of happiness,‘from some services done, or some qualities 

“^jVg^nsnS mors the zealous S 

,He enters the lists like a true champion ot 
' most spirited and heroic manper imaginable. / 
ashamid of the go-pel of CIIRJff:^. 

. deemed foolishness by the polite Greek,, or pro^ 
block to the carnal Jew,, it the power f 
VQlion: it is the grand instrument, which he has ordained 
for this blessed purpose, and which he wfil certainly crown 
with the desired success.—Whence has the gospel this vey 
peculiar power.? Because, therein a ngAteimme^M 
Sot demanded of impotent sinners, but reveled and made 
ready for Iheir tree acceptance. A true and perfect rig - 
:.S teousness, which obliterates all guilt, and “ ®“'{4 

^'i iitle to eterniUife.—What righteousness is this ? The ngh- 

■ teoua^s^. not of sincerity, but of 

hut orCOD. Which was promi^ by GOP in ‘he^>?E; 
i tttrts’i Vfffstrpduced by pOR in tho,p?t?o“ 


♦ Wltili ^n»**>a 4*eriion» Ireiiicie, Cl^ 
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is both 


it were, by a promising feOD, and appfe)^wSvbjs,* 4 |e; ; ^ ^ 
lifivimt soul. Who, fitst, gives a firm arr^i? to^the g<J^I,5 'V.-: 
then, lordially accep/f its blessings. From a cohyiCtipn*||j, -,: 
the doctrine is true, passes to a persuasion that the pnvite^^ . :, 
Le his own.— When thisw effected, a foundation is laij; 
for all happiness; a principle is wrought, to produce / 

t why wds it requisite, that such a righteousness should- 
he provided by GOD, and revealed m the gospel ?-Be- 
oLse not Gentik, nor tau, either possessed, or could at¬ 
tain, any righteousness ot their own: and this righteous¬ 
ness though so absolutely necessary for their fallen st«e, 
was infinitely remote from all human apprehensions. The 
latter assertion is sejf evident. The former is particuMy 
demonstrated.-First, with regard to the Gentiles, 
eenerality of whom, were abandoned to the most reanda- 
fous excesses of vice ; and they whq had escaped Ae gros¬ 
ser pollutions, fell short in the duties of natund religion.^ . 
Next with regard to the Jews. Many of vvhom lived m. 
open violation of the external commandment, aidant one 
Tthem acted up to the internal purity, required by the 
. Mosaic precepts.!^From which premises, this condo ion 
Heduced i t^at each of them had transgressed even M«r 

rule of action; tf,atall of them were,, on Ais account 
^^^icrly inexcusable l therefore by the works of the law, wh^ 

■ Aer dictated by reason, or delivered by Moses, no mortal u 

mstified^ in the sight pf GOD. - 

- Ust any should imagine, that righteousness may be 9^ 
mined, ifUt bya contormity to the law of natum. or the 
law of Moses, yet by an evangelical obedience, he farther 
. dedaL; that sinners justifiedfreely,j!ii^yA any, re* 

their own endowments, of wha^^kmd s<»r|, 
'■ jKgft the redemption, the complete tndenipt|i|n of JE^ 
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" Afe,f^',;, such;,: a imm^^ ■ ,as; may layJfli<?m - low > 
||p||iikili^tioo;<efe;k|S^^ ,it ^ €«allk-:tj!^ to -the Itln^Hom ■ oC- 
fiMlenri'' Afteriucli k ruaaner,’ as'idayrbring life and salva^, 
to thoir soUls^; while it stn||^ them of all pretence to 
IMpiffying ; and,consigns the whole honor to GOD the 
IJpTHER, ihi'Sls ^N; JESITS CH 
i - Upon the WW three positions, of the last 

itfiportaxice—Salvation is by righteousness—Righteousness 
•t^Righti^usne^s is by faith—Only by faith, whether to the 
Jew, or; to the Gentile, All these particulars aVe confirai- 
cdby that single sentence, quoted from the Prophet; the 
jost, the truly righteous ; shatl live, shall inherit everlasting 
iite; not by his own works, but bj^Jaith in the obedience 
of a SAVIOUR., 

;in the prosecution of this very momentous subject, our 
•acred disputant removes an objection, which is as common 
as it is plausible. Do ive make the law void through faith ? 
Do we render it a vain institution ; such as never has been 
nevoc will be fulfilled ?—GOD forbid ! This were a flagrant 
dishonor to the divine LEGISLATOR and his holy com’ 
mandments. What w’e would utterly abhor, rather than 
^5gS|ajntOnance in any degree. On the contrary, we establish 
the law'^ ; not only as .we receive it for a rule of life, but 
as we^except no salvation without a proper, without a per-^ 
feet conformity to its injunctions.—How can this be effect- 
'cd MBy qualifying its sense, and softening it into an easier 
system ? This were to vacate the law ; to deprive it of its 
bonor, and its end. I Is honor ; which is the most refined 
jl^irituality, and sublime perfection; its end ; wdiich is to 
^hvince of sin, and make way for a SAVIOUR, We 
■iifeblish the law ,by an incomparably better expedient ; by 
liii|eying in that great MEDIATOR, who has obeyed its 
^eiry precept; sustained its whole penalty ; and satisfied 
alldts r^qidtcniefits; In their utmost latitude. 

,, ' tOipc^oMrate his scheme, be proves it from the | 

ni^wned ^e^ampks of Abraham and Dayid. The instance 
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st .Rom. ui. jt, An inconttitttbl* proof, that the ApottliO^rcatf of the moral law. 
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mit the comnientatof’a too^. Yet not to ha^i^er ijf 
new form, but only to clear away the rubbish ; to 
from misrepresentation ; and place it in a true light 
as David describeth the blessedness of the man, to 
GOD imputeth righteousness without works, saying^ 

“ Blessed ace they, whose unrighteousness is forgiven, 
whose sins are covered: biessed is the man, to whOmthiS> 
“ LORD will not impute sin*.” Here is imputdttiiin 
ted—The imputation of righteousness —Of righteousness 
without works ; without any respect to, or any co^operatiOtt 
from, any kind of human works. It is a blessing vou^h* 
safed to the ungodly ; not founded oil a freedom from 
but procuring a remission of its guilt. . 

Some I know, have‘attempted to resolve all the force of .^ 
of tills passage, into an argument for the sameness ot par*,' 
don and justifying righteousness. Whereas the Apostle un^ ; 
dertakes to jirove, not that pardon and justifying righteous 
ness are identically the same ; but that justification, in its 
branches, and in its full extent, is absolutely free. To main¬ 
tain which position, he argues—This doctrine is as true, 
“ as it is comfortable, it agrees with the experience, and 
has received the attestation of David. When he speaks 
“ of the blessed and hapjiy man, he describes him, not as 
** one that has been innocent, but guilty: not as having 
“ any claim to tlic divine favour, on account of deserving 
“ performances, or recommending properties j but as owing 
“ all his acceptance to that sovereign grace, which forgives ‘ 
“ iniquities, and blots out sin. Such is the case with regard 
to that evangelical justification, which we preach- Eoen 
as ; it is, in the juan/ier of its vouchsafemmtf perfectly > 
" similar to the blessedness celebrated by the Psalmist,^^ 
The Apostle’s eye, is not so directly upon the nature of tfki 
privilege', as upon the./rm?m with which it is ( granted. 
isfor can any infer from the teuour of his reasoning^ that to 
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■of Abraji^'m is so clear,,.th^tit wants'.Ahy' 
paraphrase 'would rathjer'' obscure, 
other, derived from'the testimony of the Piia&aifk 


Roin< W, 6, y. 



fgiven^ j^ighteoiis j: only that' 

'i^'mtfly^^ "designed fot sJnn^rs j 

^ iste'd' _ Ijiekf6’vVb^' \<^h''sinners. Who have' 

iftg^ nhtmdgrot'lin^^^ to boatst, or to plead* 

pp;^ucba^:ifeehd;'^^^:-''^'' ^ ■. 

the twelfth to the end,'the. 
Irtqre^l^ the cae/re, and explains the method 

this is the sura.—^'Fhat C///f/«^/V 
p'|W*danfc^^^ df the covenant of grace, fulfilled all righteous<^' 
id the ^tead of his people.—That this righteouinessj 
performed for them, is imputed to them—^I'hat, by 
vifei® of this gracious imputation, they are abssolved from 
guilt, and entitled tO bliss ; as thoroughly absolved, and as 
Jully iptitled, as if in their own persons they had undergone 
ihiC expiatory sufferings, and yielded the merit«/nous obedi- 
eftce.-~Lest it should seem strange, in the opinion of a Jew 
; or a to' hear of being justified by the righteousness 

another, the wary Apostle urges a parallel case; record^ 
fid m the Jadish revelation, but ratified by universdl * ex¬ 
perience; namely, our being condemned for the unrighte- 
' r»i8ni^ of another.—In this respect, he observes, Adam was 
a type of our LORD; or, a'figurc of HIM that was to 
The relations the same, btn the effects happily re-» 
vers«^. Adam the head of his posterity; CHRIST the 
head of his people. Adam’s was imputed to all his natu¬ 
ral decendants; CHRIS Ts rigliteousness is imputed to all 
his sprituat offspring. Adam’s transgression brought death 
into the world, and all our w'oe j CMRISTs obedience 
^^tjbriflgs life, and all our happiness.—^The whole closes with 
MhiiS'very obvious and no less weighty inference; therefore, 
ihetffence of one, judgment came ufm\ all men to con- 
so, by the righteousness of one, the free gift 
^ichi^> npo0)dlfncn Unto justification oj lifi 
' similitude, which the Appstk 

8^ mtflhtcly Vifts, and so copiously unfolds. He explains 


♦ BjrJilp p»ics attd ilcatl?'ii>li}ch fefants, in every nation, endure. Wbith tre ui>qtics)f> 
^ut)tsl'ttieaL% ltbd to which they are dodraeu by the righteous juclgeacat of GOP* 
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it; he appHesit; he resumes,i| ; .fee te«i«ppfn ^ ; and 

. aVAJ-*! 


the subject; and quote another passag;ei frdi£ the 

graph. “ Much more shall they^ wfep receive abundisne^^.' 

of grace and of the gift of righteousness, in life by one, 

SUSCHRIST*” 

‘ I was once inclmccl to think, that the inspired \Vrit€f“sp^ ; 
cifieSi in this place ' what I apprehended; to be the two- 
grand blessings, procured by IMMANUEL) remission o)f 
sinsi and imputation of righteousness. But this notioOi 
though not without itspatrons^ ni)w appears incorrect and 
groundlesst The imputation of CHRIST’S righteousness 
isj not a part, but the cause—the whole entire cause of our 
pardon, our peace, our complete justification* And this 
righteousness, the Apostle declares, is of grace* It made 
ours, not on account ijyf any deeds or duties* which we per-* 
form ; but from the abundance of grace i which GOD dis<i 
pcnscs.—It is called a gift* Every gilt implies something; 
not originally our own, but another’s* This gilt must sigtii- 
fvj not what \vc ourselves have acquired, but what Was fub 
filled by our SURETY ; and is by an act of heavenly in¬ 
dulgence, consigned over to our enjoyment. Accordingly, 
they who are interested in this blessing* are styled, not 
workers^ but receivers; not purchasers, but Ae/rr, of the 
Irighteousness which is by faith* 

See the distinguished pre-eminence and richness of the 
gospel! Philosophy proposed many refined precepts of righ¬ 
teousness, but could not bestow a righteousness upon any 
person. The laio of GOD itself* though the pertect rule 
of all righteousness, is weak through the flesh, and cannot 
make the comers thereunto righteous* Whereas, by the 
gospek we are not only taught the true justifying righteous¬ 
ness, but it \s given to us, and put upon us.-^Nay; we 
Iftiye it in abundance j in its most consummate form* and 
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lSig!i perfecibnv neither man shall be able to wlsh^ 

can GO!p:hini^i^ require, a greater or a better.-—This 
vp'ia wonderful paying, but it will appear true, if we consider 
■Another clause from this incomparable chapter. Suffer me, 
t to bring forth another jewel, from this rich trea- 

' SUiy of the gospel. And the rather, as the jewel, which I 
am going to .produce, was the first that beamed light and 
lustre upon my own mind. Was the first happy occasion 
of guiding my feet into the way of truth. As by the diso¬ 
bedience oj one man, many xvere made sinners, so by the obe¬ 
dience of one, shall many be made righteous The disobe¬ 
dience'of (7we,isthe disobedience oi Adam; his actual trans¬ 
gression of the divine law. Hereby numy were made sin¬ 
ners, even before they had done any evii work. Sinners, 
5n such a sense, as to become obnoxious unto condemna¬ 
tion, and justly liable to death.—All this, I think, is from 
the Apostle's own words, indisputable. It we would pre¬ 
serve the propriety of his anthisis, or the force of his rea¬ 
soning, we must allow; that the obedience of one, is the 
obedience of CHRIST; his actual and complete perform¬ 
ances of the whole Jaw. Hereby, numy are made righte- 
ms, even before they have clone any good work. Righte-' 
ous, in such a sense, as to be secure from all condemnation ; 
and; on principles ot justice, entitled to life eternal.—How 
clear and easy is this meaning ! How regular and exact this 
argumentation! What .subtility of evasion must be used, be¬ 
fore you can give a different turn to the instructive text. 

This is the most consistent sense, in which I can under¬ 
stand Horn. viii. 5 . 7'hat the 7ighteous??ess of the laio might 
be fuifiled in us, tv ho zvalk not after the Jiesh, but after the 
SPIRIT. That the righteousness, reejuired by the holy 
but broken law, might be thoroughly accomplished. Ac¬ 
complished in our nature, and by our REPRI^ENTA- 
TIVE. So as to be deemed, in point of legal estimation, 
frjlfilled/of; us and t>y us f* This 1 say, is most consistent 
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with the teiiour of St. Pa?//V^arguiiig,: afi4 inipott 

of his language.— ihe lemur of ; for, h^ 

undertakes to demostrate the 

tion, by any personal conformity to the laW- Whereas, if 
we could satisfy its penalty, and obey its precepts ; pjf, fi| 
other words, fulfil its righteousness ; this impossibility wpu?<j 
cease .—With the import oj his language : for, the origipal 
phrase denotes, not a sincere, but a complete obedience j 
not what we are enabled to perform, but what the law ha? 
a right to demand. Which, every one must acknowledge^ 
is not fulfilled in anv mere man, since the fall; but was 
fulfilled by JESUS CHRIST, for our good, and in our 
stead. This interpretation preserves the sentence distinct, 
and makes a very natural introduction for the following 
clause: w'here the persons interested in this privilege, are 
described by their fruits, tcho walk not qfler theJiesh, but 
after the SPIRIT. Implying, that justification and sancti¬ 
fication are, like the ever~corresponding motion of our eyes, 
inseperable concomitants; and w'e vainly pretend to ttie 
former, if we continue destitute of the latter. 

Wc have produced proofs of our doctrine.—We have, 
heard an Apostle declaring the assured happiness, and com¬ 
plete jusfification of true believers .—Let us now observe tlie 
same sagacious judge of men and things, discovering the 
danger of those* self-justiciaries, who reject the REDEEM¬ 
ER’S righteousness. 

He is filled with the darkest apprehensions, conceraing" 
his brethcren the Jem^ He is impressed with melancholy 
presages, relating to their eternal state*.—What was tlie 
cause of this tender solicitude ? Had they cast all off religion 
and given themselves over to gross immoralities ? On the 
contrary, they were worshippers of the true GOD; and 
had, in their way, not only a 7’egardi but a zeal for his ho¬ 
nor —Wherefore then docs this compassionate Father in 
Jsrael feel the same trembling uneasiness for his kinrsm«?ti 
according to the flesh, as Kli felt for the endangered ark ? 
Himself assigns the reason. Because, the^ being ignorant 
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pf GOD^s riglikoumsss, md going about to establish their 
‘'Iqtm righteousness^ have not submitted themselves to the rights 
^pusness of Not knowing that immaculate holi- 

ness, which thfe perfect nature, and equally perfect law of 
the l ost high GOP, require—being wilfully ignorant of 
that consummate obedience which an incarnate GOD 
vouchsafed to perform, for the jusiification of them, who are 
without strength-^they established, or father they zvent 
bout; they sedulously but foolishly endeavoured, to establish 
their own righteousness; to make it, scanty and decrepit as 
It was, the basis of all their hopes.—Thus were they resting 
their everlasting ale on a bottom, not precarious only, but 
irreparably ruinous. A boundless eternity the fabric!;! yet 
they built w'onder to heavens!) on the foam of the waters ! 
tind (which added stubornness to their folly) in avowed 
contempt of the righteousness zvhich is by faith i that strong 
pnd sure foundation, laid by GOD’s own almighty hand in 
Sion. —For this, the good apostle was afflicted, with “ great 
heaviness, and continual sorrow.” For this, he made the 
prophet’s pathetic' complaint his own; eh I that my head 
were waters^ and my eyes a fountain of leai's^ that I might 
bewail^ day and night i, the incorrigible perverseness of my 
people 1 for my people have committed two evils: in not 
thankfully submitting to the righteousness of GOD, they 
hai'e forsaken the fountain of living zvaters*: in attempting 
to establish their own righteousness, they have hewed them* 
selves out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no xpaterX. 

Having shewed thcsr fatal error, he strengthens hisrepre-t 
mentation* by di-'^playing the happy success of the Gentiles — 
what shall we say then ? this, however improbable it may 
^eem, W'e confidently aflirm, that the Gentiles zvhofollow not 
after righteousness; who had no knowledge of it, and no 
concern about it; even they have attained to righteousness, 
-^Strange assertiem 1 how is this possible ! to be sure, the 
righteousness which they attained, could not result from a* 
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ny thing per$anal; could not donsist in nipml virtues or re¬ 
ligious duties. Instead of practising morali yjrtues* or per¬ 
forming religious duties, they lay immersed in sensuality, 
and were abandoned to idolatry. It must therefore be the,, 
evangelical, the imputed righteousness; eoeri. that lohich was 
wrought by CHRIST, and is received by faith*, 

Israel^ in the mean time, the nominal Israel, who, with 
great pretensions to sanctity, and many costly oblations, fol¬ 
lowed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the 
law of righteousness. Attained ! they have done nothing 
less. They are fallen vastly short of it; they are pronounc¬ 
ed guilty by it; they stand condemned before it.—’Where¬ 
fore did they so groslv mistake, and so grievously miscarry; 
especially, as they were both sincere and assiduous in their 
pursuit. Because, they forsook the good old way, in which , 
Abraham, David, and their pious ancestors walked. They 
adopted a new schtyme; and must needs substitute their 
own, instead of relying on a SAVlOUR’srighteousness.-— 
yV/ey for justification, not by faith, but as it were by 

the works of the laio\. A method, whiph their fathers 
knew not; which their GOD ordained not; and which 
proved, as it always will prove, not only abortive, but de- 
(»tructive.“*-At this stone they stumbled. On this rock they 
split. Let their ruin be a way-mark, and the Apqstle’s ob- 
eervation a light-house to my riieron. 

Our zealous writers tries every expedient. He mingles 
hope with terror. Having pointed out the rock, on which 
the Israelites suffered shipwreck ; he directs us to the haven, 
in which sinners may cast anchor, and find safety. He 
gives us a fine discriptive view of the christiaiis complete, 
happiness. He opens (if 1 may continue the metaphor) a 
free and ample port for perishing souls. Not formed by a 
neck of land, or a ridge of mountains, but by a magnificent 


# Surely, the rightcousneis which is by faith, cannot consist'* in humbly committing 
** the soul to CHRIST, m the way that he bath appointed,” According t» this notion, 
the justifying r.ghtcousiass would spiiqg from ouiselvcs; would be aonitUqtcd by aa act* 
pf oufown, ana hot by the perfect obcdtence of our LORp. 
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chain of splritqa) h|«|siiig5* AH proceedinsf fi^m;all ter^ 
filiating in, tfet ptecious corner stone JESUS CHRIST, 
GQBis^'^^d^ unto msdornyand righteousness, and 
' ^^cUJcationf m^ redemptim^. JVisdomf to enlighten our 
'Ignorant min4s. Righteousness f , to justify our guilty per¬ 
sons. SanctijScatmn^ ff to repew our depraved natures. 
Jdedomptim^ to rescue us from all evjl; and render us, both 
in body and soul, perfectly and eternally happy.—Let it be 
remarked, hovv carefully our inspired writer sets aside all 
mffieiency^ as well as all merit in man. He represents the 
whole of pur salvation, both in its procurement and applica¬ 
tion, as a work of freest grace. CHRIST is, and not we 
purselves, the author of this glorious restoration, the cause 
pf this great telicity. He is made all this unto us—How ? 
Not by our own resolution and strength; but of GODy by 
the agency of his mighty power, and blessed SPIRIT. 
He shews us the all-sufficient fulness of (TIRIST. He 
brings us with ardent longings to CHRIST. He implants 
US into CHRIST, and makes us partakers of iiis merits. 

In the process ot the same epistle, the sacred penman en¬ 
umerates the constituent penis of tliat great salvation which 
the SON of GOD has procured for ruined sinners. But ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but. ye are jiislUkd in the 
name of the LORD JESUS, and by the SPIRIT oP our 
GODX- Ye arc washed ; washed in redeeming' blood, 
and cleansed from all the filthiness of your iniquities. ;Ye 
sanctified i renewed in the propensity of your mind, and 
fitted for a life of universal holiness. Ye Me justified ; whob 
Jy delivered from wrath, and restored to a state ot complete 
acceptance with tlic KING of heaven. All these gifts and 
prerogatives are conferred upon the uworthy sinner, in the 
name of our LORD JESUS CHRIS'I' j in consideration of 
bis atoning death and meritorious righteousness. By the 
SPIRIT of our GOD through the efficacy ot his operation, 
revealing CHRIST, and working faith in the heart. 
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Read Rom. x. 4. Some gentlemen hAVe|Vta|fced of a 
new remedial lav^. Whereas, the apdsde spi^aliS of theoM> 
,the unalterable, the Mosaic ^ law.--^What 'ill; iiie,;ehd 
this sacred inviolable rule ? Isfallen man, or die GOD Mnn? 
If the former, then the law must be an abortive scheme, ani 
never obtain its proper accomplishment. If the kltcr^ 
then it receives all due obedience, and, is satisfied to the 
very uttermost. Therefore CHRIST is the end of the law. 
—And wherefore ? For righteousness j not that the law- 
should be set aside, but that ajustifying righteousness might 
be wrought out. How is this to be done ?^Not meteli** 
by suffering its penalty, but also by fulfilling its command. 
According to that saying, whoso cloeth them shall live, shall 
be entitled to eternal lite, by them.—Is this obedience to 
be performed by us, or by our SURETY ; By.ourSlT^ 
REl'Y, no doubt. Since the apostle is arguing in profes¬ 
sed o))position to all deeds of our,own ; and tells us, that 
the jijstifying righteousness is to be bad, not by our obeying 
but by our believing ; it is to every one that belicvetb. 

Follow the course of a river; it will constantly lead yoii 
to the ocean. Trace the veins of the body ; they invariably 
unite in the heart. Mark likewise the tendency of the law, 
it no less constantly and iiivariably conducts you to 
CHRIST, as the center of its view's and the consummation 
of its demands.—moral law aims at discovering our 
gujU, and demonstrating our inexpressible need of a SA¬ 
VIOUR. The ceremonial points him out, as suffering in 
our stead ; making reconciliation for inif]uity ; and purging 
away every defilement with his blotid.—They both direct 
the w'retchcd transgressor, to renounce himself, and fly to 
the REDEEMER. Who alone has paid that perfect ol>edi- 
ence, arid brought in that everlasting righteousness, which 
the sinner w'ants, and the law exacts. Who is, therefore 
the only proper accompUshmeiit of the one, and the only- 
suitable supply for the other. 

What is the grand desig'i of the whole scriptures ? St. 
^aul, asserting tneir divine origin, and displaying the graci- 
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©ns purposes, wHic^; they are ihteft^^ to serve* writes thus j 
:iAU Scripture is byimpiratian 0f GOBsaniis ptofita- 

hie—for docriney ita declai'e and establish religious truth, 
y-;/hr reproof, to convince of sid, arid to tefute' error—/or 
correction or renovation of the heart and reformation of 
the life—/or itistruction in tighlcaUsnesSi in that righteous¬ 
ness, which could never have been learned from any other 
book, and in which alone sinful men may appear with com¬ 
fort before their GOD f. 

We have, seen the principle scope of the law, and the 
leading design of the Scriptures; let us add on$ enquiry 
more. What is the chief office of the SPIRIT?—IF all 
these coincide, and uniformly terminate in the imputed righ¬ 
teousness of CHRIST} we have a confirmation of its reality 
and excellence, great as men can desire j I had almost said^ 
great as GOD can impart,—What says our LORD upon 
this point ? When he, tho SPIRIT of truth is come, shall 
convince the world of suit of riglifeousnesSt and oj judg¬ 
ment. Of sin, because they believe in me t of righteousness, 
because I goto my FATHER, and yc see me no more ; of 
judgment, because the prince of this world is judged .— 
Is it possible for words to be more iveighty and comprehen¬ 
sive / Here is a summary of Christian faith, and of Christian 
holiness. Not that superficial holiness, which is patched up 
of devotional forms, and goes no further than external perfor¬ 
mances : but that whicli is vital, and springs from the heart 
consists in power, not in mere profession} whose praise, if, 
not of men, who are smitten with pompous outsides, is sure 
to be of GOD, vvho distinguishes the things which are ex* 
ccllent. 

He shall convince the zvorld of sin; of original and actual 
sin. The sin of their nature, as well as the sin ot their life; 
the sin of their best deeds, no less than of theit criminal 
commissions, and bhmeable omissions. Above all, of their 
sinning against the sovereign, the only remedy, by unbelief} 
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because they believe not on He shall convince of 
leoiisncss; of thei exaltefl REDEEMER'S righteousness, 
which the foregoing conviction jnust render peculiarly wel¬ 
come. Convince them, that it was wrought but in behalt 
of disobedient and defective mortals; that it is absolutely 
perfect, and sufficient to justify even the most angodiy.- 
Of uH W'hich an incontestable proof is given, by his resur¬ 
rection from the dead, his triumphant ascension into hea¬ 
ven, and session at the right-hand of his FATHER, 
caio’e I y,o t6 my FA I'IIER, and ye see me no more *. — He 
shall convince of jnd^^ment. Those, who are huiiibled un¬ 
der a sense ot guilt, and justified tiirough an imputed righ¬ 
teousness shall be taught by haj)py experience, that the 
prnice of this loorld is rondennied and dethroned in their 
liearts; that tlieir souls, by virtue of this victorious faith, 
are rescued from the tyranny of satan ; arc cieiivered from 
tne bondage ot iheir corruptions ; and restored to the iiber- 
tv—rile L-Iorious liberty of the children of GOD 

^ ' J iK 

Ah)U wonder, p rhaps, that I have not strengthened iny 
cause, by any quotation from the epistle to the (ialatians. 
What I design, in) clear I'heron^ is not to accumulate, but 
to select arguments. However, that I may disappoint an 
ex}>ectation so reasonable, I proceed to lay before you a ve¬ 
ry nervous passage, from that masterly j)iece of sacred con¬ 
troversy.—Only, let me just observe, that the epistle was 
written to persons, who had embraced Christianity, and pro¬ 
fessed an aOiance in CHRIST. But would fain have cir¬ 
cumcision, w'ould fain have their own religious duties, to 
the merits of tiicir SAVIOUR ; in order to constitute, at 
least, part of tlieir justifying righteousness. Against which 
error, the vigilant and indefatigable assertor of the-truth as 
it is in JESUS, remonsirates—“ We vvlio are Jews by n:i- 
“ ture, and not sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a man 

A A 


* If the worV hail Wpt imperfect in any deforce, oiir REDEEMER, instead of takinj 
up bis stated and tinal re.ndcjice in the )ct;ioiiN of glorv must have descended a^ain iiv'o 
this intciior world, to complete what w.'s dehrii-ni riaielorc. Jos sitting at I'le right 
hand of GGD, is a most con.lwitalile evidence, that h<“ has thoiou'Juv pcrlo'r.icd Iws 
t;«irtmi44iwn j has fully iatislad lot iia; and hrongh; lu d-v all-ni ritouous ngiueousiieis. 
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,f* is not iustified by the works of the law-, but bv the faith 
of JESUS CHRIST, even we have believed in JESUS 
J* CHRIST j that we might be justified by the faith of 
CHRIST, and not by the works of the law; for, by the 
' works of the .law shall no ftesh be Justified 

We, who are Jews by nature; are the descendents of 
Abraham, and GOD’s peculiar people; have the tables of 
his law, and the ordinances of his workmanship: we who, in 
point of privileges, are greatly superior to the Gentile nati¬ 
ons, and have all possible advantages for establishing (if 
such a thing were practicable) a righteousness of our ownj 
what have w^e done?—AVe have believed in JESUS 
CHRIST: we have renounced ourselves; disclaimed what¬ 
ever is our own; and depended wholly on the blood and 
obedience of the glorious IMMANUEL.—For what end? 
that by this faith in CHRIST, which receives his righteous- 
nps; pleads his righteousness; and presents nothing but 
his infinitely noble righteousness before the throne, we 
might be justified.—AVhat motive has induced us to this 
practice?—A firm persuasion, that by the works of the law, 
by sincere obedience, or personal holiness, no man living 
has been, and no man livh g can be, justified before GOD. 

Are you tired, 1 heron? liave I fatigued your attention, 
instead of convincing your judgment?—I will not harbour 
such a suspicion. It is pleasing to converse with tliose, 
who have traveled into ioreign countries, and seen the W’on- 
ders of creation. AVe hearken to their narratives with de¬ 
light. Every new adventure whets our curiosity, rather 
than palls our appetite. Must it not then afford a more 
sublime satisfaction, to be entertained with the discourses 
of a person, who had, not indeed sailed round the world, 
but niade a journey to the third heavens ? AVho had been 
admitted into the paradise of GOD, and heard things of 
infinite importance, and unutterable dignity ? This was the 
privilege of ^ that incomparable man, whose observations 
and discoveries, I have been presenting to niy friend. And 
1 promise myseil, he will not complain of weariness, if I 
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enrich my epistle with one or two more of those glorious 
truths. V ! 

GOD hath made HIM to be sin Jor us who, knew no sin s 
that we mighty not be put into a capacity ofactjulrmg a righ¬ 
teousness of our own, bu.t be made the righteousness oj GuD 
in him In this text, the double imputation of our sin fo 
CHRIST, and of CHRIST’S righteousness to us, is 
most emphatically taught, and most charmingly con¬ 
trasted.—IMost emphatically taught. For, wc are saidj 
not barely lo be made righteous, but to be made righ¬ 
teousness; itself ; and not righteousness only, but (which k 
the utmost that language can reach) the righteousness of 
CtOD. }s\Q%Xchar7ningly contrasted. For, one cannot but ask, 
in what manner, ClIRISI' was made sin ! In the very 
same manner, wc are made righteousness. CHRIST 
knew no actual sin. Yet, upon his mediatorial interpo¬ 
sition on ourbe*half, he was treated by divine justice, as a 
sinful person. ATe likewise are destitute of all legal righ¬ 
teousness. Yet, uponour receiving CHRIST,and believing 
in his name, we are regarded by the divine MAJESTY,as 
righteous creatures. This therefore cannot, in cither case, 
be intrinsically; but must be, in both instances, imputative- 
ly.—Gracious divinely gracious exchange 1 pregnant 
with inestimable benefits. The incessant triumph of ttie 
strong, the sovereign consolation of the weak believer ! 

Cease your exultation, cries one, and come down from 
your altitudes. The term used in this verse denotes not so 
properly sin, as an offering for sin.—This is a mere snppo- 
sal which I may as reasonably deny, as an another atiirm. 
Since the word occurs much more Iroqiiently in the former 
signification, than in the latter ; and since by giving it tiie 
latter signification in the passage before us, we very much 
impair, if not totally destroy, the Apostle’s beautiful an¬ 
tithesis. 

However; not to contend, but to follow the remark. I 
borrow my reply from a brave old champion f lor the truthi^ 
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©j lire j^ospel: “ This text', savs he, invincibly proveth, 
that we are not justified in GOD’s si^ht by righteous- 
** ness inherent in us, but by the righteouness of CHRIST 
** imputed to us through faith. ” After which he adds, 
wJmt I make my answ'er to the objections; “ that CHRIS T 
“ v\as made for us; because he was a sacrifice for sin, we 
confess: but therefore was he a sacrifice for sin, because 


our sin was imputed to him, and punished in him.*'— 
The poor delinquents under the Mosaic dispensation, who 
brought their sin-offering to the alter ot tlie L(^kD, were di«- 
TQCted to lay ihelr hand on the head ol the devoted beast. 


Si;. unifying bv this usage, a trnnsrerring of sin from the otTer- 
er to the sacrifire. Conformabiy to the import ot this ce- 
rtinony ; CHRIST assumed our dcm. rif. Like a true piacu- 
lar vietim, he sutFered the punishment, whicli we had deser¬ 
ved ; and which, without such a < om mu tat ion, we must: 
have undergone. So that our LORD’S being made a sin- 


ofiu'iog fer us, docs by no means invalidate, but very much 
confirm our doctrine. It necessarily imjfiies tlie transla¬ 


tion of our iniquity to his person ; and on the ;>rincip)es of 
a .alogy, must inter the imputation of his righteousness lo 


our souls, 


OiiC passage more permit nm to transcribe into my pa¬ 
per ; and at the same time, to w isii, that it may be written 
oti both our hearts Written not v^ith ink and pen ; no 
nor with the pciint of a diamond ; but with the finger of 
the living GOD. ^ ca, douhtkss, and I count all things 
but loss, lor the ('xrclhuiey of the knowledge of 
CHRivS r JESUS my LORD ; fur whom I have suffered 
the lo.->s <)f all tilings, and do count them but dung, that I 
may win CHRIST, and be found in him ; not having mine 
©w n righteousness which is of the law, hut that which is 
through the faith of CHRIST, tlie righteousness which isof 
Cl OD through faith** i 

1 his is a jiassage of special eminence^ as well as of sin¬ 
gular importance. For wJiich reason, you wfill allow me 
i© be somewhat circumsiancial^^ in examining its meaning. 
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^ force, and evidence. The Apostle is here relating his owri 
experience, and exhibiting himself as a pattern for Christians, 
He shews, w’hat was the present frame, arid what the pre¬ 
vailing exercise of his spirit, with regard to the momentous 
affairof justification before GOD. 

Justification! says a certain author ; no, “ by referring 
“ the text to justification <>nly, you miserably pervert the 
‘‘ whole scope of the v.-ords. It manifestly relates to sanc- 

tification ctuefly, if not to ti.at only.” 

'1 herj we* are direc ted to find our r^^joiari^r • and to fix our 
confidence for eternal life (of these things the apostle is ma¬ 
nifestly spealving) in saiunification thiefiy, it not in that on¬ 
ly ; notin what t’*iRiSI' has tlcme and suffered, but in 
that which we ourselves do and })ossess. The Papists will 
thank us for siicli a concession. It makes room for their 
notion of merit. But can never exalt grace, or exclude 
boasting. 

According to his interpretation, we should all be desi¬ 
rous to app.ear, at tiie great and terrible day, in the garments 
of sanctifit ation chiefly, if not in those only. But are 
these without spot and blemish ? will these present us fault¬ 
less before the throne of GOD’s glory? hide me, ye rocks! 
cover me, ye mountains; mucii ratiier than expose me, in 
such an array, beidre the e\e of infinite purity. 

Nay; if this be the mind of the apostle, then we must 
count all other things, even the blood and righteousness of 
our incarnate (jOD, to be undesirable as loss, and despica¬ 
ble as dung. Dreadful consequence ! not to be mentioned 
without sluiddcrir.g! yet into sdeh camsequences we ar& 
inevitably led, by tiiis too peremptory and unadvised expo¬ 
sition of the text. 

But we have not so learned CHRIST. We think, the 
apostle expri’sses a vehement desire, and manifests a most 
attentive care, that he mav remain established on the true 
justifying righteousness. A point, he w'cll knew, of inex¬ 
pressible moment. In which mankind ate unaccountably 
prone to mistake. Nay, Paul himself had stumbled at this 
'Stumbling stone; imagining that righteousness to be unto 
life, which was producive of nothing but condemnation 
and death. He therefore speaks with earnestness 5 he actS' 
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with circumspection; as a person who had been once 
caught in the snare, but is resolved not to be entangled a * 
gain. 

Peahaps, you will say ; I do not wonder to hear him re¬ 
pudiate his old Pharisaical, spurious righteousness. But 
does he give the bill of divorce to his new, his Christian, 
his real righteousness ? That which is proceeded from grace 
shed abroad in his heart; and produced those heavenly tern*- 
pers and holy works which were both pleasing to GOD and 
honorable to religion ? 

I answer ; he had no other righteousness to renounce for 
the sake of CHRIST; since, as you justly observe, his for¬ 
mer Pharisaical strictness v/as spurious, not real godliness. 
This he had long ago learned to call by another name ; 
Looking upon k, as so much specious sinfulness, or as a 
splendid abomination. By his own righteousness, therefore^ 
he must mean, whatever he possessed or performed, in con^ 
formity to the law as a rule of life, and through the influ-^ 
ence of grace as a principle oflife. Against all this, whether 
it consisted of good deeds or devout qualities, he enters his 
protestation. Enters it, in those strong words, not having 
mine own righteousness. Not having it even once in my 
thoughts j not casting so much as a single glance toward it, 
but being just as if I had never yielded any obedience at 
all. 

And great reason there w’as, for using all this jealously. 
Since nothing is more natural to us in, all estates, than 
selj-confidence. While we are destitute of grace, we are al- 
jmost sure to trust in outward duties, and what is called a 
moral righteousness. When we are renewed by grace, alas ! 
how prone are wc to cloat upon the beauties of our sanc¬ 
tification ; and look with the oculo irretorto, singly and sole¬ 
ly to CHRIST, as our justifying righteousness! 

In deterihlned opposition to such very pernicious errors,^ 
the apostle speaks to this effect—“ The privilege of being 

a Mebrezv by birth j the prerogative of being a Pharisee 
** by profession 5 together with a behaviour exemplary, and 

a reputation unblamcablc in the sight of men; sU theSoi* 
** which were once my plea for heaven, and therefore rcck- 
** oned my highest gaiiu as soon vis I became acquainted 
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with the glorious perfections of CITRIST, J counted loss 
for him ,—And now, though I liave been a Disciple mmf’-, 
years; have walked in all holy conversations and god- 
liness ; ^ve endured, for niy divine MASTER'S name, 

** tribulations above measure; have laboured more success- 
“ fully than all the Apiostles ; yet even these -and all other 
“ tainments, of that kind or of what date soever, I count 


“ but loss, for the transcendant excellency of CHRIST 
“ JESUS my LORD .—Yea doubtless ; it is my deliberate 
and stedtast resolution; what I have most seriously a- 
“ dopted, and do publicly avow; that, specious as all hu- 
" man righteousness may seem, and valuable as it may be 
in other respects ; I both do, and ever shall, treat it with 
disdain; yea trample it under my feet, that T may win 
“ CHRIST^ and triumph im the exalted JESUS. Hu- 
man righteousness fades into nothing; it dwindles into 
“ less than nothin}^; if*set in competition with his match- 
“ less obedience. And should it supersede my application 
“ to his merits, or weaken my reliance on his mediation. It 
** wouldbe, not contemptible only, but injurious—to 
“ be avoided, with solicitude, as the greatestto be 
“ rejected, with abhorrence, as the vilest dmig.” 

You will ask, if he rejects all his own righteousness, on 
tchat are his hopes fixed r—On a foundation, extensive as 
the obedience of the REDEEMER’S life and death, 
lien as the dignity of his eternal power and GODHEAD. 
They are fixed on the righteousness which is of GOD ; the 


righteousness which GOD the FATHER, in unsearchable 
wisdom, provided; and which GOD the SON, in unutter¬ 
able goodness, wrought.—Do you enquire, how he came to 
be invested with this righteousness.? tlie answer is ready 
and satisfactory. It was by the applicatioi^ of the divine 
SPIRIT, and tlie instrumentality of failh ^-,—Lest any should 


imagine, that this faith might be substituted, instead of his 
own obedience to the law; he puts an apparent difference 
between the righteousness which justifies, and the faith by 
which it is received: not the righteousness wdiich consists 
but is THROUGH t/ic faith of CHRIST .— Fo shew the 
great importance of this distinction; how earnestly he in¬ 
sisted upon it, as a preacher; ho\V much it tended to hi^ 
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^on^lation, a Christian; bo repeats the sentiini^nt* he re- 
; inculcates the doctrine, Me which is of GOD 

faith. 

Will now, Theron, or shall /, poor unprohtahle crea¬ 
tures, presume to rely on any performances or anv accom¬ 
plishments of our own ? When that distinguished saint—a 
perfect prodigy of gilts, of graces, and ofzeal— indefatiga¬ 
ble in labours, unconquerable by afflictions, and of whose 
usefulness there is neither measure nor end— when he de¬ 
nies himself in every view j depreciates all; dfsavow's all ; 
and makes ment ion of nothing, but the incomparable righ¬ 
teousness of his djjin^^ interceding^ SAVIOUR. 

Whatshall I say more ? shall 1 attempt to play the rhetorici¬ 
an, and borrow the insinuating arts of persuasion ? This, after, 
all thtcogent testhnonies produced, and all the ^rea^ authori¬ 
ties urged, would be a needless parade. AVdien our pen is a 
sun-beam, there is but little occasion to dip it in oil. 

Instead of such an attempt, give me leave to make a 
frank and honest confession. I would conceal nothing from 
my friend. He should have a sash to my breast j throw it up 
at his pleasure! and see ail that passes vvithiu. Though I 
never had any ternj)tation to that pernicious set of errors, 
which passes under the character of socinianism ; yet 1 had 
many searchings of heart, and much solicitous enquiry, 
bow far we arc indebted to CHRIRT’s active righteous¬ 
ness. Thoroughly persuaded tliat other foundation can 
no manlaif, save ihativliich is, laid, even JESUS CHRIST*; 
and that there u no other mime given under heaven ; ivherebt/ 
men can besaved’f ! yet, whether we were not to confine our 
matter of considerable doubt. At first, I was inclined 
to acquiesce in the affirmative. After long consideration 
and many prayers my faith fixed upon the whole of CHRIS Ts 
mediatorial undertaking. Which began in his spontaneous 
submission to tht‘ law ! was carried on through all his merito¬ 
rious life j and issued in his atoning death.-—This now the 
basis of iny confidence, and the bulwark of my happiness, 
Hither I % j here I rest ^ as the dove, after her wearisome 
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and fruitless rovings, returned to Noah,^ and rested* in the 
ark. 

This scheme first recommended to my affections ; as mak¬ 
ing the most ample provision, for the security and repose of 
a guilty conscience. Which, when alarmed by the accusa¬ 
tions of sin, is very apprehensive of its condition; and will 
not be comforted, till every scruple is satisfied, and all the 
obstructions to its peace, are removed. Thus I reasoned, 
with myself— “ though there is undoubtedly, something 
“ to be said for the other side of the question ; yet, this is 
“ evidehtlythe safest method. And, in an affair of infinite 
“ consequence, who would not prefer the surest expedi- 
“ ent ?—^Shotild the righteousness of JESUS CHRIST be 
“ indispensably requisite, as a wedding-garment; what will 
“ ///ey do, when the great immortal KING appears, who 
“ have refused to accept it ? Whereas, should it not prove 
“ so absolutely necessary,' yet such a dependance can never 
** obstruct our salvation. It can never be charged upon us, 
“ as an article of contumacy or perverseness, that we thought 
“ too meanly of our own, too magnificently of our LORD’S 
obedience, so that let the die turn either way, we are ex- 
“ posed to no hazard.—This sheme takes in all, that the 
“ other systems comprehend, and abundantly more. In this I 
“ find no defect, no flaw, no shadow of insufficiency. It is 
** somewhat like the perfect cube i which, where-ever it 
“ may be thrown, or however it may fall, is sure to settle 
** upon its base.—Supposing, therefore, the important 
beam should hang inequilibrio,with respect to argument; 
these circumstances, cast into the scale, may very justly 
" be allowed to turn the balance." 

Upon a more attentive examination of the subject, I per¬ 
ceived—that this is the doctrine of our national church ; 
has received the attestation of our ablest divines ; and has 
. been, in all ages, the consolation of the most eminent saints: 
That it is the genuine sense of scripture ; and not some in¬ 
ferior or subordinate point, incidentally touched upon by 
the inspired writers, but the sum and sub/sance of their 
message; that which constitutes the vitals of their system, 
and is the very soul of their religion. On which account 
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the whole gospel is denominated from it* and styled therfiU 
mstration »f righteousness, —I was farther convinced, that 
this way ' of salvation magnifies, beyond comparison, 
the divine law 5 is no less honorable to all the divine 
attributes ,* and exhibits the e^er blessed MEDIATOR in 
the most illustrious and the most delightful view., . 

All these considerations, under the influence of the eter¬ 
nal SPIRIT, have determined my judgrhenti and establish¬ 
ed my Jaith. So that I trust, neither the subtilties of wit, 
nor the sneers of ridicule, nor any other artifice, shall ever 
be able to seperate me from the grace and righteousness 
which are in JESUS CHRIS 1'.—By his death, I am dis¬ 
charged from guilt—-by his obedience, I am constituted 
righteous—by his complete satisfaction, I am completely jus¬ 
tified, and shall be eternally saved.—In each of these re¬ 
spects, HE is my ALL. 

Let me, by way of conclusion, review that awful sub¬ 
ject, which introduced the letter. Let me suppose the 
Judge, who at the dooi'y actually come: the great and 
terrible day which is hasting forward, really commenced.— 
Hark! the trumpet sounds the universal summons. The 
living are struck with a death-like astonishment; the dead 
start from their silent abodes.—See ! the whole earth takes 
fire; the sun is turned into darkness; and the stars fall 
from the firmament.—Behold 1 the Akcient of Days is 
revealed from heaven. His garment is zvhite as sfiow, and 
the hair of his head like the pure ivooL His throne is like 
the fiery Jlame, and his wheels are as burning fire. Thou- 
sand thousands ?nhi/ster unto him; and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stand before him. The judgincnt is set, and the 
hooks are opened.^ 

Observe ^hose exemplary Christians, whose sentiments I 
have been collecting. They renounce themselves, and rely 
on their glorious SURETY. Methinks, I hear them say,, 
each a> thcy!;<juit their beds of dust; / xvill go forth from 
the grave in thy strength, O blessed JESUS; and at the 
deceive tribunal, n'ill make mention qf' thy righteousness otf 
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/y.—At the same time, will you, Theron, or shall I^before 
the innumerable multitude of anxious sinners, and adoring 
seraphs—stand torth and declare ?—“ Let those pusillani- 
“ mous creatures fly for refuge to their SAVIOpR’s righ- 
teousness. We will confide in works, in accomplish 
** ments of our own. We are the men, who have person- 
“ ally kept the divine law, and want no suppositious obe- 
“ dience from another. Let the eye that glances through 
" immensity, aud penetrates the recesses of the heart; let 
that holy and omniscient eye, examine our temper, and 
** sift our conduct. We are bold to risk our souls, and all 
their immortal interests, on the issue of such a scrutiny.*' 
Perhaps, your mind is impressed with this solemn scene, 
and your thoughts recoil at such daring presumption. If so, 
it will be proper for me to withdraw, and leave you to your 
own meditations. At such moments, to obtrude on your 
company, would render me the troublesome and officious, 
rather than 

Your respectful and affectionate, 

' ASPASIO. 
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THERON TO ASPASIO, 


PEAR ASPASIO, 

The last Evening was one of the finest I ever 
saw. According to custom, I made an excursion into the 
open fields ; and wanted nothing to complete the satisfac¬ 
tion, blit m>’ frie d’s company, I could not but observe, 
how much your imoroving conversation heightened the 
charms ot nature. Wiien religion applied philosopliy, eve¬ 
ry thing was iustructivey as well as plea mg .—Not a breeze 
swept over the plains, to clear the sky, and cool the air; 
bur it te <ded also to disperse our doubt.., and enliven our 
faith io toe supreme, all-sufficient GOOD.—Not a cloud 
tinned the firmament w»th radiant crilours, or amused the 
sigi'it .’iih romantic shapes, but we beheld a picture of the 
pt'.'it “0 orld. Its fading accjU’.sitions, and fantastic joys 
w pojrtrayted, in the mimic forms, and the transitory 
se ne.—Even the weakest of the insect-lribe, that skim the 
air in sportive silence, addr ssed us with the strongest in* 
cutments, and gave us the loudest calls, to be active in our 
day, and useful in our generation. They cried, at lea$t 
when you lent them your tongue, 

* Such is vain life, an idle fight of days, 

A still delusive round of sickly joys, 

^ A scene of little cares, and tiifling passions, 

If not ennobled by the deeds of virtue. 
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How often at tho approach of sober eve, have wp saun¬ 
tered through .the dusky glade. Observing the last remains' 
of light, now impurpling the w^estern clouds; now faintly 
gleaniingpn the mountain’s brow: now creeping insensibly 
from all shaded landscapes.-—How often have wc stole along 
the cloysters of some leafy bower; attentive to the tale of a 
querulous current. That seenaed to be struck with horror, 
at the awful gloom ;and complained with heavier murmurs, 
as it passed under the blackening shades, and. along the 
root’-obstructed channel. Or else, far from the babling 
brook, and sOftly treading the grassy path, wc listened to 
the nightingale's song. While every gale held its breath, 
and all the leaves forebore their motion, that they might 
neither drown nor interrupt the melodious woe.—From 
both which pensive strains, you endeavoured to temper 
and chastise the exuberant gaiety of nly spirits. You con¬ 
vinced me, that Zrwtf joy is a serious thing : is the child 
of sedate thought, not the spawn of intemperate mirth ; 
nursed, not by the sallies of dissolute merriment, but by the 
exercise of serene contemplation. 

Sometimes at the gladsome return of morn, we have 
ascended an airy eminence ; and hailed the new-born day; 
and gazed the aew-bright earth ; and followed, with our 
delighted eye, the mazes of some glittering stream.-—Here 
rushing, with impetuous fury, over the mountain’s sum¬ 
mit; tumbling from rock to rock; and roaring dawn 
,the craggy steep. Impatieht, as it were, to get free from 
such rugged paths, and mingle itselfwiththeadjacent mead. 
. There, slackening its headlong career, and smoothing its 
eddies, into a glassy surface and a gentle flow. While 
deep embosomed in the verdant soil, it winds through the 
^jherisbed and smiling herbage. Sometimes, lost amidst 
dosing willows; sometimes, issuing with fresh lustre from 
the verdant arch; always, roving with an air of amorous 
complacency, as though it would ikiss the fringed banks, 
and caress the flowery glebe.—Reminded, by this watery 
monitor, of that constancy-and vigour,, with which ^the af¬ 
fections should move towards the great center of happiness, 
CHRISr JESUS —of that determined ardour, with which 
we should break through the entanglements of temptation 



THERON TO ASRASlO. 




and obstacles of the world, in order to reach our everlasting 
and of the mighty difference between the tUrbulent,- 
the frothy, the precipitate gratifications of vice, and the 
calm, the substantial, the permanent delights of rfligion. 

Or else, with careless step, we have rambled along the 
fields. Sometimes, prying into the secret shade, or hiding 
ourselves in the sequcstred vale. Sometimes, we have rov-' 
cd again on the upland plains; with eager views surveying 
the universal prospect; and even devouring the beauties of 
nature, or, as the scripture speaks, taking them zvith our 
c^es*. NeVer weary of admiring the magnificence and 
glory of the creation. An endless variety of graceful ob^ 
jccts, anS delightful scenes I each soliciting our chief regard; 
every one worthy ot our whole attention; all conspiring to 
touch the heart with a mingled transport of wonder, of 
gratitude, and of joy.—^So that we have returned from our 
rural expedition, not a^dhe spendthrift from the gaming-ta¬ 
ble, cursing his stars, and raving at his ill luck ; gulled ot 
bis money, and the derided dupe of sharpers. Not as the 
libertine from the house of wantonness, surfeited with the 
rank debauch, dogged by shame, goaded by remorse, with 
a thousand recent poisons tingling in his veins. But we 
returned, as ships of commerce from the golden continent, 
or the spiaj islands, with new accessions ct sublime im¬ 
provement, and solid pleasure. With a deej)er veneration 
for the Almighty CREATOR ; with a w^arnicr sense of his 
unspeakable favors; and with a more inliamed desire, “ to 
“ know him now by faith, and after this life to have the 
“ fruition of his glorious GODHEA.D.” 

Sometimes, with an agreeable relaxation, we have trans¬ 
ferred our cares, from the welfare of the nation, to the 
Nourishing of the farm; and, instead of enacting regulations 
for the civil community, we have planned schemes for the 
cultivation of our ground, and the prosperity of our cattle. 
_Instead of attending to the course of fleets, and the des¬ 
tination of armies, we have directed the plough where to 
.^nd the grassy turf; or taught the honey-suckle wind 
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round the arbour, and the jessamine to climb upon the wall* 

-—Instead of interposing our friendly office, to reconcile, 
contending kingdoms; we have formed a treaty of coalition 
between the stranger cyon, and the adopting tree ? and 
by the remarkable melioration of the ensuing fruit, demon¬ 
strated (would contending empires regard the precedent) 
what advantages flow from pacific measures, and an amica¬ 
ble union.—Instead of unraveling the labyrinths of state, 
and tracing the finesses of foreign courts; we have made 
ourselves acquainted with the Politics of nature, and obser¬ 
ved, how wonderfully, how mysteriously that grtsit project- 
ress acts.—In this place she rears a vast trunk, and unfolds 
a multiplicity of branches from one small berry. She quali¬ 
fies ; by her amazing operations, a few contemptible acorns, 
that were formerly carried in a child’s lap, to bear the JSn- 
tish thunder round the globe, and secure to our Island the 
soVjS^reignty of the ocean.—In another place, she produces 
from a dry grain, first the green blade ; then the turgid ear s 
afterwards the and repined corfi in the ear^. 

Repaying, with exact punctuality, and with lavish usury, 
the husbandman’s toil, and the husbandman’s loan : causing, 
by a most surprising resurrection, the death of one seed, to 
be fruitful in the birth of hundreds. 

But i forgot your caution, Aspasio; forget, how- 
kindly you have checked me, when I have been harangu¬ 
ing upon, 1 know not what, powers and work of nature. 
Where, as it is GOD who worketh hitherto -j-; who to this 
day exert, that secret but unremitted energy, which is the 
life of this majestic system, and the causeof all its stupendous 
operations.—Let this shew you,how much I want my guide, 
my philosopher, and friend. Without his promptingaid, raf 
genius is dull; my reflections are aukwardsand my religious 
improvements jejune; somewhat like the bungling imitati¬ 
ons of the tool, compared with the masterly effects of vege- 
tation.**-However, 1 will proceed. Yet,Hofft-om any view 
of informing my Aspasio, but only to draw a bill upon his 
peni and lay him under and obligation to enrich rac 
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another ;'Wtter, tipon ^ 'gra^nd/'aiid of' hij, 
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Art is dim-sighted id her plans^ 
her most elaborate essays. But nature,’or ratter; n 
sublime AUTHOR, is indeed a designer and <| 
that need mt be ashamed f. I’lis eye si tikes out ten thous^ind 
elegant models, and his toudi executes all with inimitable 
perfection—what an admirable specimen is here, of the di-:i 
vine skill* ^nd of the divine goodness! this terraqueous'., 
globe is intended, not only for a place of habitation, but 
for a storehouse of conveniences. If we examine the se¬ 


veral apartments of our great abode; if we take a genial 
inventory of our common goods; wc shall find reason to be 
charmed with the displays, both of nice oeconomy, and of 
boundless profusion. 

Observe the surface of this universal messuage. The 
ground, coarse as it njay seem, and trodden by every foot, is . 
nevertheless the laboratory^ where the most exquisite opera¬ 
tions are performed; the shop^ if t may so speak, where the, 
finest manufactures are wrought. Though 'flu generations 
have, each in their order, been accommodated by its pro¬ 


ductions; though all nations under heaven arc,-to this very 
day, supplied by its liberalities, it still continues inexhausted. 
Is a resource, always new; a magazine, never to be drained. 

As this is a Property very remarkable, and unspeakably 
valuable, it deserves our more particular regard. Was it 
reversed, what would become of the world, both rational, 


animal, and vegetable?—In Commercial uftairs, usury isf 
looked upon as the canker of, an estate. A corroding 
worm, which eats into the heart, and consumes the very vi¬ 
tals, of our substance. The earth borrows immense sums 


yearly. These she repays with an interest prodigiously 
large, almost incredible. Yet is she never impoverished^ 
Or if impoverished in some degree, the repose of a single 
year, with a little cultivation from the owner, is sufficient 
.for the reparation of all- her losses.—Old age weakens the 
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most vigofq^ii »Bvco hardiest oaks aro impair- 

’ ed by titno% A stsi^t^ of h^uretmess and decay awdits thetft 
kll; and admits neither of prevention^ nor of remedy. But 
the earth* which i$ the mother and the nurse of us all, is 
subject to none of these infirmities. She is now almost six 
thousand years old* yet discovers no sign of a drohn con¬ 
stitution* nor any one symptom of exhausted strength. In 
spring* she blooms like a virgin; in summer, she sparkles 
like a Wide; in autumn, she teems like a matron* If grey 
hairs seem to be upon her, during the wintry months; she 
!s $urc to drop them, when the frosts are gone, and the sun 
approaches. She never iails, at that season, to re-assume all 
the paces*, and to re-exert all the vigour of youth.'—^Though 
she has been pregnant with thousands and thousands ot vin- 
taps and harvests; though she has suckled unnumbered 
millions of green and flowery families; her womb is as 
strong and lively to conceive, her breasts are as copioui 
and milky to nourish, as if she was but just delivered ot her 
first-born.—To \vhat is this uncqualed and never-ceasing 
fertility owing ? what, but that mightv word, proceeding 
from the mouth of JEIIOVAII; while the earth remahieth, 
seed-lime and harvest shall net cease *. How short the de¬ 
cree, but how long and lasting its efficacy I It has reached to 
this hour} it will reach to distant ages j it will extend itself 
to the very end of tune. 

I’he unevennm of the ground, far from being a blemish 
or a defect; heightens its beauty, and augments its useful¬ 
ness.—it is scooped into deep and sheltered vales, al¬ 
most constantly covered with a spontaneous growth of ver¬ 
dure; which, all tender and succulent, composes an easy 
qpuch, and yields the most agreeable todder, for the various 
tribes of cattle,— There, it is extended into a wide, open, 
cbampain country: which, annually replenished with the 
busj^andnidn’s seed, shoots into a copious harvest, not only 
of mneipat wheat, which strengthens our heart, and is 
the stair of our life; but of the appointed barieip\ also, and 
ot various other sorts of grain. Which yield an excellent 
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.;';3fhe fumws,Gbedieht'to 
ducf*.. ' lliey/bring fb'rth a'Orojp 
plaii’tsf; whos6 thin flmy.CQatVdrie^J^'Jit'eriiiti^^^ 
fully nianufactured, tranrfdms itself Info of 
necessary ficcommp^tmm of life, ' and'^^Ufyie^esi 
mpnis of socie!ty**~Jtt is wove into ample ydiiant^S s Ot fcldth; 
which, fixes the ma$t, give wings, to our sMps^ and waft 
them to tbj^ extremities/of the 00^40.-11 is twisted into 
vast lengthy of cordage ; which add nerves to the cratie, and 
lend sinews to the pulleyor else, adherihg to the anchor, 
they fasten the vessel even on the fluctuating element/and 
secure its station even arhidst driving tenapSsts.—It furnishes 
the Dutchess with her costly head-dr^ss, and delicately fine 
ruffles. No Jess strong than neat,it supplies the plowman 
with his coarse frock, and the sailor 'with his clurnsy trowsers. 
Its fibres, artfully ranged by the operation^ of the loom, 'cd«» 
ver our tables with a graceful elegance, and surround our 
bodies with a cherishing warmth* On this the painter 
spreads the colours, which enchant the^ eye *, in this the mer* 
chant packs the wares, which enrich the world. 

Yonder, the hills^ like a grand amphifheatre, arise. 
Amphitheatre! all the pompous works of BoMan magnifi¬ 
cence, are Jess than mole-banks, are mere cockle-shells, com¬ 
pared with those rpajesfic elevations of the earth. Some 
clad with rnantling vines; some crowned with towering 
cedars; somfe ragged wlthinishapen rocks, of yavVning with 
subterraneous dens. Whose rough and inaccessible craggs, 
whose hideous and gloomy cavities, are not only a continual 
fefqge for the vvild goafs, but have often proved an asylum 
p> persecuted ujerit, j. and a safeguard to the most valuable 
lives, ' , ■' 
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Jift their frozen 


;|liil!^ws,or''pert their aspiring peaks. 

Iltiijsir ftnz^ih ' brn'W^ the raving, and condense tberare- 
'y0^ vapnni^:'^.*^^ stony bowete, formed into caverns, 

dripping treasures, and send them abroad, in gra- 
dlual cnmnmnicati^nSi by trickling springs. While their 
$tecp Sides pte^pitdte the wan’ry stores; rolling them on 
with ^ch a'fbrSbihle impulsef. that they never intermit their 
unwearied cotifsei till they have swept through the most ex- 
tensive^limes, and regained their native seas. 

' The vinerfatd sWdls into a prolusion of cli»ters: some 
tinged with the deepest purple, and delicately cioufled with 
azure: .some clad with a whitish transparent skin, which 
shews the templing kernels, lodged in luscious nectar.— 
I’he vine requires a Strong reflection of the sun-beams, and 
a very large proportion of w'armth. How commodiously 
do the hills and mountains minister to this purpt)sc! may 
we not call those vast declivities, Xht^arden<valhcti nature? 
Which^ far more eflectually than the most costly glasses, or 
most artful green-houses, concenter the solar heat, and com¬ 
plete the maturity of the grape. Distending it with a 
liquor of the finest scent, the most agreeable relish, and the 
most exalted qualities: such as dissipate sadness, and inspire 
■ vivacity: such as make glad the heart of man, and most 
^ sweetly prompt, both his gratitude and his duty, to the mu¬ 
nificent GIVER.— I grieve, and 1 blush for my fellow-crea 
tares, that any should alnise this indulgence of heaven. 
That any should turn so valuable a gift of GOD into a de¬ 
testable instrument of sin! should turn the most exhilarating 
of cordials into poison, madness, and death. 

The kUchen garden presents us with a new train of be- 
;^fits. * In its blooming ornaments, what unafiected beau- 
,tjr, lTn its culinary productions, what diversified riches 1 It 
ripens a multitude of nutrimental esculents, and almost an 
abundance of medicinal herbs; distributing refresh- 


Thereforc ftyled-- Nimboia ctcumim moruit, Vmo. 

the largest rivers ,in Uw Vorld, ibo(« which roll the heaviest 
bttrd^ lof wawi, and jperiorra tlic mnst wteniivc thfnugh the i^dniiL genct?lty 




THSRONT to 



to t!^ 

domu 





mentsto the healthy, and adnimist€«%i 
sick.-^rThe orchard^ all feir and ruddy^ii , 
feerteath its own delici^bard^n. givei^ 
stratbn of our CREATOR’S kindness. 
with all the delicacies of summer fruits |next,> 
lastinff succession of autumal dainties,. ^ ^ _ 

Wiiat is nature, but a series of wonders, and ^ Ajjtd ^ 
deliebts i That such a variety of fruits, so heautifnlly 
lourU and so elegantly shaped ; so charmmgly flavourea, 
^,d enricl^d with such admirable juices; slK>uid arise from 
the earth f Than which nothing is more insipid, sordid, and 

despicabli— I am struck with pleasing astonishment, at tho 

cainc of these fine effects ! I am no less surprised, at tfie 
manner of bringing them into existence. I take a walk 
in mv garden:, or a turn through my orchard, in the mon^ 
nf De^mber. There stand several logs of wood- Some of 
stately height, and diffusive spread. 

into dwarfs; or disposed along the espalier. All, nak^ 
and unornamented; all, fastened to the ground^ ^ 
neither endued with sense, nor capable of motion-^ 
¥o human hand will touch them; no human aid will sue- 
cour tl em. Yet, in a little time, they are beautified with 
XsomsTatter which, they are covered with lea^s and 
nr last they are loaded with mellow treasures. With- tho 
downy peach and the polished plum ; with the musky ^i- 
cot and the juicy pear ; with tlie cherry, and its poral pen¬ 
dants, glowing through lattices of green. 

-and dark 

Beneath hex ample leaf, the luscious fig. , 

1 have wondered at the structure of my watch 5 v^tide^ 

ssfilsflil 
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'In" autujiijn,; 

such liblan^ishr'" 
, most critica) 'luxury'.' 
it^laglnc. ''_,So 'that 
divine <jre-; 

^ !!»€&'■ 6^inarf' j^iWactidns ■ of the eafth, .GOU 

in cmnseliu^dso in moms :* what 
;is^ e^ to see, amidk ft^e ,,|yalace of Heaven j a-» 
nnns^ild hicrarchiesot angels j and ih that wonderful RK- 
D^lpiifeR, 1*^ho is, Ue^ond all other objects, bfeypnd all 6- 
thef idanl^ta^dhs, tHiezmsdom qf GOB^ and the pmqer of 


rearsi myriads of massy bodies. Which, though 
;iSwfiiay{witli''fefossom, nor rich W'fth friiits, sup^lv' us 
®h ,dfnii.haeni:8i^ dhrable than the former j witn bp- 


dhrabie than the former j with bp- 
the latter. Ipicy supply us 
varSonskiods, and of very desirable quality J. 
shall cultivate such huge trees, diffused over so 
:‘iOie toirwcre'.endless; .the- task, impossible. 
Sfeef!^f|iore ibb anywise and ever-gracipus ordination of 
pia'vplfeei 'lliey are constituted, that'they;liave no oeed 


-and theit* ^usefulness.' , The -more ' they ‘ 
Wfegle^^trii'tbeMtter they tbrive,; scorning,'Os it were, 
S&iilblfe^-vbn'any 'hand.'but the divine; and sneak? 


vbn; any/hand,,'but tho and speak? 
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&r6 wroufijir intfc» the nicest 
't)ose sdme'.'pf^fe fiiiest featicto 
lTlei'r,tei£:itui;e>d solid, tbaj:t:|3t^^ 

parts' ofiho^ ‘niighty'’'dn^mfis tn<?me'h!^^|! 

.tojdie pky-of_mdcKaii'ic''pd>^6rK 
single noi%than coidjl 

same*'- ti'mdi ;-p .tliat'tb^y 

float lipbnUhe waters j an^'lpioe along,SUMace, aldiost 
\vtth as much agility, 0hfly fly glances, |hrougb tlii^ 

deep,—^lliuf^jyhilc they ti^pakt, magmftoetipe to. 
ture,and bestow numberless t^iivpieneies on the itafeily^jv 
they constitute the very bas||s of navtg’atipn, pd glve life to I 
domestic trade, give being to tne Cptn^erce of ha- 
tions.'^, ^ ^ i,'. ;;■ 

Amidst the Inaccessible recesses of die fQrest,anhabitatid||| 
is assigned to tfiose be«|stS» whose appearance wouj^?^ 

be frightful, and their neighbptirhdocidangerous. There, the 
sternly majestic lion rouses. Jilmself from his den j ,stalks-/ 
through the midnight shades; and' awes the savage herds, 
with his roar. There, the 0ery tygersprihgs upon his pfey^v 
and tlie gloomy bear trains up her whelps. There, the; 
svvift leopard ranges, the grim wolf prowls, and both iiv 
quest of murder and blood,—Were these horrid animals to 
dwell in our beids, what havock would they, make? what- 
i:omf<‘rnafioh would they spread ? To prevent such mischie-j 
voiis consequences, the Almighty RULER saith •, I 
ma4c the wilder ness,thdr hoiLse^ and the land tkeiv ^ 

dwdimg In obedience to ,this dee,ree, they banish tbeifl- ^ 
sel v6 from the seat of society, and from the scenes of ferti¬ 
lity; - They even bury themselves, in the !deepest, solitudes 
ofthedesart, ‘While the ox, the horse, and the $erviceab|l 
duPrtipeds, live under our inspection,aud keep within pf 
call: ^rbbtiag us much by their presence, as the 
oblige us by their absence. 
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^<fiirsiort 

is‘'4?fjen' man retires'-to bis; 
r^^amber, an4 iChe sun, ^hicb invites 

l^iber cfeatares abp<? 3 ^, gives them a signal and a command 
to retreat. The and they get them amiy, and 

iay them dojm inythei^ dens*. Strange! that the orient 
light, which is so jjJeasing to us, should strike such terror 
on them I shotfid* more effectually than a legion of guards, 
.put th^ to ffighJiv^hff ci«ar the country of rtiose forniH 
daljae enemies j. \ 

. ifcwe turn our thoughts to the atmosphere, we find a most 
curious and exquisite apparatus of air. M^hich, because no 
'object of our sight, is seldom observed, and little regarded; 
yet is a source of innumerable advantages. And all these 
advantages are fetched (which is almost incredible) from the 
^eryjaws of ruin. My meaning may be obscure, therelore I 
explain myself. 

We live plunged, if I may so speak, in an ocean of air. 
Whose pressure, upon a person of moderate size, is equal 
to the weight of twenty thousand pounds. Tremendous 
consideration! should the cieltng of a room, or the roof of a 
^ bCuse, fall upon us with half that force, would infalltahly 
'^rive the breath from our lungs, or break every bone incur 
bodies. Yet, so admirably has the divine wisdom contrived 
this serial fluid and so nicely counterposed its dreadful pow¬ 
er, that we receive not the slightest hurt; we suffer no man- 
tier of inconvenience ; we even enjoy the load. Instead 
of being as a mountain on our loins, is like wings to our 
fcfct, or like sinews to our limbs,—Is not this common ordi- 


ipation of providence, thus considered somewhat like the 
miracle of the burning bush j whose tender and combusti- 
i>jie substance, though in the midst of flames, was neither 
iqnsu*^^ t • Is it not almost as marvellous, as 

prodigy of the three i/e6rea> youths? Who walked in 
& fiery furnace, without having a hair of their headssinged 
‘fe, sd much as the smell of fire passing on their garments J: ? 

Surely, we Inive reason to say unto GOD ; O! how ter- 
yet how beneficent, art thou in thy works I 
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The air, though too weak to support our flight, is a 
thoroughfare for innumerable wings. Here the whole carri- 
monwealth of birds take up their abode. Here they lodge 
and expatiate, beyond the reach of theit adversaries. Were 
they to run upon the earth, they would be exposed to teft 
thousand dangers, without proper strength to resist them, 
or sufficient speed to escape them. Whereas, by mounting 
the skies, and liffinsi themselves up on hi^h^ they are secured 
from peril, scorn the horse and his rider *. —Some of 
them perching upon the boughs, others soaring amidst the 
(S|mament, entertain us with their ?ii)tcs. Which are musi¬ 
cal and agreeable t, when heard at this convenient distance; 
but would be noisy and importunate. If brought near to our 
ears.—Here, many of those featiiered families reside, which 
yield us a delicious treat; yet give us no trouble, put us to 
no expence, and, till the moment we want them, are wholly 
out of our way, 

The air, commissioned by its all-bountiful AUTHOR, 
charges itself with the administration of scVeral offices, 
which arc perfectly obliging, and no fess serviceable to 
mankind.—Co-operating w ith our lungs, it ventilates the 
blood, and refines our fluids. It qualifies'and attempers the 
vital warmth; promotes and exalts the animal secretions.— 
Many days we might live, or even whole months, without 
the light of the sun, or the glimmering of a star. Where¬ 
as, if we are deprived, only for a tew minutes, of this aeruil 
support, we sicken, wc faint, we die.—The same wiiversal 
nurse has a considerable share, in cherishing the several 
tribes of plants. It helps to transfuse'vegetable vigour in¬ 
to the trunk of the oak, and a blooming gaiety into the 
spread of the rose. 

The air undertakes to convey to our nostrils the extreme¬ 
ly subtile (Jfluvia, which transpire from odoriferous bodies, 
tliose detached particles are so imperceptibly small, that 
they would dude the most careful hand, or escape the 

. Dd 
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+ Musical and agreeable-Of this hind aie almost all their notes } formed to charnt 

the ear, and inspire dcli|;iH. 
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nicest eye. But this trusty depositary receives and escorts 
the invisible vagrants, without losing so much as a single 
atom, entertaining us by this means, with the delightful 
sensations, which arise ftom the fragrance of Bowers; and 
admonishing us, by the transmission of offensive smells, to 
withdraw from' an unwholesome situation, or beware of 
any pernicious food. 

The air, by its undulating motion, conduct to our ear all 
the diversities of somidy and thereby, dischargeS^the duty of 
a most seasonable and faithful monitor. As I wjalk across 
the streets of Loudony with my eye engaged on other ob# 
jects ; a dray, perhaps with all its load, is driving dow^t 
directly upon me. Or, as I ride along the road, musing and 
unapprehensive, a chariot and six is whirling, on, with a 
rapid career, at the heels of my horse. The air, like a v> 
gilant friend, in pain for my welfare immediately takes the 
alarm ; and, while the danger is at a considerable distance 
dispatches a coulict to advertise me of the approaching 
mischief. Itcyefl thunders in my car; and, with a r/u- 
inoroushxxikind importunuity urges me to be upon my guard 
and provide for my safety. 

The air watts, to ouT sense all the modulations of music, 
and the more agree?fbfc entertainments of refined conversa¬ 
tion. When Afyrtilla strikes the silver strings, and teaches 
the willing harpsichord to warble witli her CRKAl'CR’s 
praise; when her sacred sonata warms the heart with devo¬ 
tion, and wings our desires to Heaven. When Cleora tunes 
her song, or,the nightingale imitates her enchanting voice : 
when she heightens cveiy melodious note, with her adored 
redeemer’s name ; and so smooths her charming tones, 
so breathes her rapturous j>ou], that (jOD sown ear listcjis 
delighted.”—When wisdom takes its .seat on Jlitio's tongue ; 
and Bows, in ])erspicuous periods, and in.stiuctive truths, 
amidst the chosen circle of Ids acquaintance. When bene¬ 
volence, associated with persuasion, dwell on Nicanders 
j and plead the cause of injurc'd innocence, or oppressed 
viitue.—When goodness, leagued with happiness, accompa¬ 
ny Eusebius into the pulpit; and reclaim the libertine 
from the slavery of his vices; disengage the infidel from the 
fascination of his prejudices; and so crfcctioiially, so pa- 
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theti'cally invite the whole audience, to partake the unequal¬ 
ed joys of pure religion,—In all these cases, the air dis¬ 
tributes every musical variation with the utmost exactness; 
and delivers the speaker’s messages with the most punctual 
^fidelity. Whereas, without thisinternuntio, all would be sul¬ 
len and unmeaning silence. We should lose both the plea¬ 
sure and the profit ; neither be charmed with the harmoni¬ 
ous, nor improved by the articulate accents. 

The air, when vague and unconfined, is so very gentle ; 
that it sports with the most inoffensive wantonness, amidst 
Ophelia's locks, and scarce* disadjusts a single curl. But„ 
when collected and applied by the contrivance of man, it 
acts with such prodigious force; as is sufficient to whirl 
round the hugest wheels, though clogged with the most in- 
cumbering loads. It makes the ponderous mill stones move 
as swiftly, as the dancer’s heel: and tlie massy beams play 
as nimbly, as the musi,dan’s finger. 

If we climb, in speculation, the higlrer regions, we find 
an endless succession of clouds, fed by evaporations from 
the ocean.—The clouds are themselves a kind .of ocean, sus¬ 
pended jn the air with amazing skill. They travel, ia 
detatched parties, and in the quality of itinera?U cisterns, 
round all the terrestial globe. I'hey fructify^* by proper 
communications of moisture, the spacious pastures 
of the wealthy ; and gladden, with no less liberal powers, 
the cottager’s little spot. Nay, so condescending is thebe- 
nignity of their great l^ROPRIhrrOR, that they satisfy the 
desolate, and wade ground ; and cause, in the most uncul¬ 
tivated w'ilds, the bud of the fe?ider herb to spring forth 

That the natives of the lonely clesart, those savage, 
savage herds which know no master’s stall, may neverthe¬ 
less experience the care, and rejoice in the bounty, of an 
all-supporting PARENT. 

How wonderful; that the water, which is much denser 
and far heavier than the air, should rise into it j make its 
way through it; and take a station ifi the very uppermost 
regions of it! This, one would imagine, were almost as im-. 
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possible, as for the rivers to run back to their source. Yet 
providence has contrived a way, to render it not only' prac¬ 
ticable, but ma*tter of continual occurrence. 

How wonderful j that pendant lakes should be diffused, 
or liquid mountains heaped over our heads; and both sus¬ 
tained in the thinnest darts of the atmosphere! We little 
think of that surprising expedient, which, without conduits 
of stone, or vessels ot brass, keeps such loads of water in a 
buoyant state. and Eliliu considered this • and were 
struck with holy admiration. Dost than knozv tnb balancings 
oj the clouds f How such ponderous bodies are mhde to hang 
with an even poise, and hover like the lightest down ? These 
are the ivondrous tcorks of HIM^ who is perfect in knotvledge^. 
He bhidefh up the waters in his thick Clouds s and the Cloud 
though nothing is more loose and fluctuating, becomes, by his 
Almighty order, strong and tenacious as casks of iron ; it is 
not rent f under ail the weight. 

When the sluices are opened, and the waters descend, 
we might reasonably suspect; that they would rush down 
in cataracts, more rapid and impetuous, than the mountain 
torrent. Thus would they be dreadfully pernicious. They 
would destroy every thing, where they happened to fall; 
and leave other parts of the ground, destitute ot necessary 
moisture.—Whereas, now, instead of such a disorderly and 
precipitate effusion, they coalesce into glohuteSf and are dis¬ 
pensed in gentle showers. They are often attenuated into 
tne smallness of a hair J ; they spread themselves, as if they 
were strained through the orifices of the finest wateringpot; 

hrm ihosQ smalt drops of rain, which the clouds distil 
upon man abundantly \\. Thus, instead of drowning the 
earth, and sweeping away its fruits, they cherish universal 
liature ; and, in conformity to- the practice of their great 
MASTER, distribute tneir humid stores to men, to animals 
aad vegetables, as Ihey are able to bear them §. 


' Job xxxyii. i6. + Job xxvi. 8. 
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Besides the reservoirs of water, here are cantoned various 
parties of winds, mild or fierce, gentile <»• boisterous^ 
Furnished with breezy wings, to fan the glowing firma¬ 
ment, and diffuse refreshment on a fainting world: or 
else, fitted to act as an universal besoms and, by sweeping 
the chambers of the atmosphere, to preserve the fine aeria:! 
fluid free from feculencies. Without this wholesome agen¬ 
cy of the winds, the air would stagnate; would soon be^ 
come putrid; and surrounded us, in the literal sense of the 
words, with darkness that might be felt *. London, Paris, 
and all the'great cities in the world, instead of being the 
seats of elegance, would degenerate into sinks of corrup¬ 
tion. 

Let the inhabitants of Jamaica or Japan, let the natives 
of Guinea or Peru, express the value of this elementary 
gift. How could they subsist, in those tarrid regions with¬ 
out this best of visitants, the cool diurnal breeze? alas* 
how would their blood boil; how would their spirits fail; 
and their strength be dried up like a potsherd! without this 
•salutary breeze, the air would be liquid fire"; their hoj^||es 
the residence of fevers; and their clime, as it weyM^jc 
ante-chamber to hell.—But the fresh and sprightly'. 
constantly rise with the rising sun; and ply the fan, with¬ 
out intermission, around both men and beasts. This quali¬ 
fies and tempers the otherwise intolerable heat; this sheds 
comfort, and supports health; this is, amidst their burning 
abodes, tl.e very balm of life.—Not all the aromatic odours, 
nor all the ambrosial sweets of those fruitful islands, are 
half so agreeable to the taste or the smell, as these gales 
are recreating and grateful to the Jungs. And what—Ah! 
what were all the ivory and the gold of those wealthy con¬ 
tinents? how dim their lustre} how insignificant their traf¬ 
fic! if seperated from this incomparably better commerce 
with the ever-undulating skyl—Yet there is one species of 
commerce, one kind of sacred intercourse, preferable, infi¬ 
nitely perterable even to those sweet, sovereign, elementary 
refreshments. The church seems to pant and gasp after it, 
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as a thirsty land. Her wants I feel, and her wishes I adopt. 
Axvakey Onorth-windf and come thou soiith-zoind come,- 
thou ail-reviving^, all-enlivening SPIRIT, and blow upon my 
garden, or rather upon the’poor, parched, barren desart of 
juy soul; that the spices, or some savour of righteousness, 
and true holiness, znayJlozo out. 

At sea, the winds swell the mariner’s sails, and speed his 
course along the watery way: speed it far more efiectually, 
than a thousand rowers, bending to their strokes, and tug¬ 
ging, at the oar.—By land, they perform the office of an im¬ 
mense seed-man, and scatter abroad the rejjrodactive prin* 
ciples of a multitude of plants; whigb, though the staff of 
life to many animals, are too small for the management, or 
too mean for the attention of man. GOD hringeth the 
winds out of his treasuries'^, is a very just and edifying ob¬ 
servation. Whether we consider it, as a description of his 
absolute and uncontroulable dominion over this potent me¬ 
teor ; he bringeth ; he makeih it to come ,* like some tame se¬ 
quacious animal, which hearkens to a word, or obeys the 
nod. Or whether we contemplate the welcome and kind¬ 
ly influence of the meteor itself, on all the face of nature ; 
he bringeth it, not from the armoury, where the weapons 
of vengeance are deposited; but from his treasuries, 
whence proceed the convenient, the beneficial, and the de¬ 
sirable. 

Here are lightnings stationed. Though dormant at pre¬ 
sent, they are in act to spring, and launch the livid flame: 
whenever their piercing flash is necessary. Necessary to 
destroy the sulphureous and pestilential vapours; or to dis¬ 
lodge those floating dregs, which might corrupt the purity 
of the tCtber, and obscure its more than crystalline transpa¬ 
rency.*—^This fiercest of fires (seethe stupendous operations 
of JEHOVAH!) is engendered by the coldest of ele¬ 
ments. That blazing bolt, which cleaves the forest oaks 
with a stroke; that penetratmg flame, which melts the bars 
of steel with a touch; are the offspring of water, and issue 
from the womb of a cloud. HE makejth lightnings*, m\\i 
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the inspired philosopher, not as an efBux from the sun j but 
(amazing association!) as an appendage or concomitant 
for the rain. 

In the magnificent arch of the sky, is situate a radiant 
orb, which enlightens the tracts, chears the inhabitants, and 
colours all the productions, of this habitable globe. The 
air, by a singular address in managing the rays, amplifies 
their uSetulncss: \Ks refecting power * augments that heat, 
which is the life of nature j its refracting power prolongs 
that.splendour, which is the beauty ot the creation.—^These 
emanations of light, though formed of inactive matter, yet 
(astonishing apparatus of eternal wisdom !) are refined al¬ 
most to the subtilily of spirit, and are scarse interior even 
to thought in speed. By which means, they spread them¬ 
selves, with a kind of instantaneous swiftness, through the 
circumference of a wlwlc hemisphere; and though they 
fill, wherever they pervade, yet they straighten no place, 
embarrass no one, incumber nothing. 

These give the diamond its brilliancy, and the velvet its 
gloss: to these the chearful eye is obliged for its lively spar¬ 
kle, and the modest cheek for its rosy blush. These, at¬ 
tending the judicious touches of the pencil, bid the drape¬ 
ry ftow, and the embodied figure rise; bid the conntenance 
wear the calm serenity of thought; or be agitated with the 
wild transports ot passion,—Without this circumstance.of 
colouri we should want all the entertainments of vision, 

' and be at a loss to distinguisli one thing from another. 
We should hesitate to pronounce, and must take a little 
journey to determine, whether yonder inclosure contains a 
piece of pasturage, or a plot of arable land. We should 
question, and could not very expeditiously resolve, whether 
the next person wc meet, be a soldier in his regimentals, or 
.a swain in his holiday-suit ? a bride in her ornaments, or a 
widow In her weeds. But colour, like a particular livery, 
characterizes the class, to which every individual belongs. 
It is the label, which indicates, upon the first inspection, its 


• The air is acuriou# cov^-r, Vfluch, without oppiussinfjtlic inhahitants of the earth wit’\ 
'any pciccivable weightj couiuies, rellccls, thereby uKrea^es the of the 
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respective quality. It is the ticket^ which guides our chcice, 
and directs our hand 

The sun, I said, was situate. But is rather itinerant, 
than resident. It passes through the firmament ;and having 
supplied us with light for several hours, carries day into the 
other hemisphere. What then shall we do, when the foun¬ 
tain ofiightis sealed, or its communications are with-held ? 
—A supply is provided. Tlie stars appear, like thousands 
6f flaming torches. Chiefly the moon, at certain seasons 
succeeds to the office of furnishing us with the welcome 
blessing.—But the moon is a dark body. How then can 
it impart, what it does not possess ? Providence, infinitely 
rich in contrivances, has found out a method. Than which 
nothing can be more simple, yet nothing more effectual. 
The moon, being at a proper distance, receives and reflects 
the rays of the sun. Which are so strong in themselves, 
that they reach, even in thejr reverberated direction, as far 
as our globe. Yet are rendered, by this reflection, soft and 
gentle. Insomuch, that they aflFord us a most commodious 
and chearing illumination ; such as qualifies the horrors oi 
darkness without any dimunition of its composing nature, 
and sodoriferous influence.—^Thus the sun lightens us, by 
the intervention of the moon, when he is departed many 
degrees beyond our sight. 

We have cursorily surveyed the upper rooms of our great 
habitation, and taken a turn along the ground-Jioor; if we 
descend into the subterraneous lodgments, the cellars of the* 
stately structuie, we shall there also find the most exquisite 
contrivance, acting in concert with the most profuse good¬ 
ness. Here are various minerals^ of sovereign efficacy in 
inedcine. 'Which rectify the vitiated blood, and quicken 
the languid spirits ; w’hich often kindle the fading bloom in 
the virgin’s complexion, and reinvigoratc the enfeeble arm 
of manhood. Here are beds fraught with metals of the 

richest value.-From hence come the golden treasures, 

from hence the silver stores, which are the very life of 


* This 1 Wievc suggiiits the true sense of those uoblc similitudM, used by the diviny"' 
spcijter. It is turned h* clay to the seal, and they stand as a gartnet)t; The earth and all 
Its ptoducUons receive, from the rising sun, boUi colour and bcaoty. 
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traffic ; and circulate tljroiigh the body politic, as the vital, 
fluid through animal frame. Which "in the refining hand 
of charity, are feet to the lame, and eyes to the ^lind, and 
make the widow*s ear sing for joy. 

Here are mines, which yield a metal of meaner aspect, 
but of a firmer cohesion, and of superior usefulness, A 
'metal, that constitutes almost all the implements, with which 
art and industry execute their various designs. Without the 
assistance of tron^ business would be reduced to the lowest 
ebb; commerce would feel her wihgs clipped; and every 
species of mechanic skill^ either utterly fail, or be miserably 
baffled, tVithout the. assistance of iron, it would be almost 
impossible to rear the steady mast, to display the dari g can¬ 
vas, or drop the faithful anchor. Destitute of this ever- 
needful commodity, we should have no plow to furrow the 
soil, no shuttle to traverse the loom, scarce any ornament 
for polite, or any utensil for ordinary life. 

Here is an inexhausted fund of combustible materials f, 
w'hich supply the whole nation with fu^l. These present 
their ministrations in the kitchen^ and yielding themselves 
as aliment to the flame, render our food both'palatable and 
healthy.— These offer their service at the forge; and, with 
their piercing heat, mollify the most stubborn bars, till they 
become pliant to the stroke of the hammer—The coa/jt pour 
themselves likewise into, the glass-houses. They rage, 
amidst those astonishing furnaces, with irresistible but use¬ 
ful fierceness, 'fhey liquify even the obdurate fliof, and 
make the most rigid substances tar more ductile, than the 
softest clay, or rhe melting w'ax: make them obsequious 
'not only to the lightest touch, but to the impressions of our 
very breath. 

fty this means, we are furnished, and from the coarsest 
ingredients, with one of the most curious and valuable ma¬ 
nufactures in the w^orld. - A maiuifactu’'e, which transtuirs 
the light and warmth of the sun into our houses; yet ex- 

. , . ' Ee 


f As for the«artfa, says Job, out of it comah bread,. Cor», vcgeublcs, aod whatever 
It gipad fer€o4d| s^irUrgs trom Us surface. 
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eludes the anupyande of the rains, and the 'violence ot the 
' winds. Which ^ives eyes to decrepit ^ge, ■ind ^tly 
yadre Views'to philosophy ^ania science. Whidh 

‘leads up the astronomer’s discernment, even' to the sateUitee 
of Saturn ; and calties doWn the naturalist’s observation, as 
far as the animalcule face: bringing near what is imnienselj^ 
remote, and making visible what, to our unassisted sight, 
would be absolutely imperceptible. 

We have also, when both Sun and moon withdraw'their 
shining, ah expedient to supply their place. We can cre¬ 
ate an arti/icidl d^ty in our rooms, and prolong pur studip, 
or pursue our business, under its chearing influence. Wifh 
beaming tapers and ruddy fires, we chase the darkness, 
and mitigate * the cold} We cherish conversation, and cul¬ 
tivate the social spirit. We render those very intervals of 
time, some of the most delightful portions of our life, which, 
otherwise would be a joyless and unimproving void. 

These obscure Caverns are the birth-place of the most 
sparkling gems ; of oyii^x-s tones ; of glistering stones, and all 
manner oj precious stones , Which, when nicely polished, 
advantageously set, and prodigal ot their lustre, stand can¬ 
didates ror a place on the royal Crown, or a scat on the r/r- 
tuous fair one’s breast. I Will not, With our men of gal¬ 
lantry say) they emulate the living brilliancy of her eyes; ra¬ 
ther they serve as a foil, to set off the beauties ofher accom- 
plislied mind, and amiable conversation. Whose price, ac¬ 
cording to the unerring estimate of inspiration, is superior 
to sapphires, is far above rubies f. —^If these shining rarities, 
extracted from the cabinets of the earth, are an ornainent 
to some,are they noban incitement to all? All who have 
Vead tkose animating and glorious words; they shall betnihe 
saiifi the LORD, in the day zchen / make up my^eteels^ 
Here are quarries, stocked with stones, inferior in 
beauty to the jeweler’s ware, but much more eminently'be- 


* I can hardly for^xiar traascfihln'^ the grateful and piom remark, which SdctKles m»kt| 
hn this nctasion, dcnionsrutuijt, imm the advanuigcout and bcaigQ COMtitutlo!} 0* 
lion’s uidulgfnt care tor ina«.k»uu. 
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Oeficial. Which, when properly ranged, an^ commented 
with a tenacious mortar, form the convenientabodea of peace 
and build the. strongest fortifications of war :, descendmg 
us from the inclemencies of the weather, and. the more forV 
iBidable assaults of our enemies. These constitute the ar^ 
ches of;the bridge, which convey the traveler, with perfect, 
security, over the deep and rapid stream ; enabling both, 
man and horse to pass, \vith ea$y intercourse, from one bank 
of the broadest river to another. These give us the rocky gir*' 
dies ot our quays, and strengthen the arms, the stupendous 
arms of the mole : which stretch themselves far into the 
ocean; curb the impetuosity of the, surge ; and skreen the 
helpless bark, y^Ue tempestous waves, like a savage disap« 
pointed of its prey, foam, and roar, and rage around. 

These stony treasures ate comparatively soft, while they 
continue in bowels of the earth; but acquire an increas- 
■ ing hardness, exposed tg the open air. Was this remarkable 
peculiarity reversed what difficulties would attend the labours 
of the mason? His materials could not be extracted from 
their beds nor fashioned for his purpose, without infinite toil* 
Suppose his work completed, it could not long withstand 
tire fury ot the elements; but insensibly rnouldering,or in-, 
cessantly denying, would elude the expectations of the 
owner; perhaps, might prove an immature grave, instead of a 
durable dwelling. 

Here are vast layers of clay. Which however contemp-* 
tible in its appearance, is abundantly more advantageous 
• than the rocks of diamond, or the veins of gold. 1 his is 
moulded, with great expedition and ease, into vessels of any 
shape,.aud of almost every size. Some, so delicately 
ti»t they compose the elegant and ornamental furniture,, for 
the tea-table of a princess. Otlicrs, so remarkably cheap, 
that they are ranged op the shelves, and minister at the meals, 
x>( the peasant. All so perfectly that no liquid takes 
" the least taint, nor the nicest palate any disgust, from their 
<deanly services. The CREATOR, who never forgets and 
never neglects even the meanest of the people, distrb 
^buted this most necessary kind of earth in the greatest abun¬ 
dance. It is found in every country, almost in every fi^fd. 
It lies Dearth^ surface, and is obtained with little lacour, 
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and with very little expencc. Thus hath thou, O GOD, 
of thy goodness, prepared tor the poor. 

: A niuit iplicity of other stores, are lacked up by providence, 
in these ample vaults. The key of all is committed to the 
management of industry ; with free permission to produce 
each particular species, as necessity shall demand, or pru¬ 
dence direct. 

Which shall we more admire, the bountiful heart, the^ li¬ 
beral hand, or the all-discerning eye of our great CREA¬ 
TOR ? How observable, how admirable is the prccuuiion, 
in removing these useful but cumbrous wares, from the su¬ 
perficies ; and stowing them, in proper repositories or lum¬ 
ber-rooms, beneath our feet !—Were they scattered over the 
surface, the ground would be choaked and embarassed with 
the enormous heaps, Our roads would be blocked up, and 
scarce any portion left free for the operations of husbandry. 
-—Were they buried extremely deep, or, sunk to the centre 
of the globe, it will cost us immense pains to procure them ; 
or to rather, they would be quite inaccessible .—Were they 
uniformly spread into a pavement for nature; tlie trees 
could not strike their roots, nor the herbs sl'oot theirblades 
,but universal sterility must ensue.—Whereas, by their pre¬ 
sent disposition they furnish with a magazine of metal¬ 
lic, without causing any diminution of our vegetable trea¬ 
sures. Fosils of every splendid and serviceable kind enrich 
the bowelst while bloom and verdure embellish the face of 
the earth. 

So judicious is the arrangement of this grand edifice ! So 
bcneficient the destination oi is whole furniture *! In 
which all is regulated with consummate skill, and touched 
into the highest pertection. All most exactly' adapted to 
the various intemion of providence, and the manifold exi¬ 
gencies of mankind. . Su)>plying evefy want, we can feel; 
a>nd gratifying every icish, we can form. 

Insomuch, that the wiiole system affords a favourite to¬ 
pic of praise, even to those distinguished beings, who stand 
en the sea oj glass, and have the harps of GOD in their 


i * No notice is taken of the ortan, m thU I'tile jentrolhof natuiUf’-a wtialth; because a 
skUch is ^^iven of that geand leccplaclc and its prineij^ «ervilO»t 
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hands. They lift their voice and sing, great and matveloris 
are thy worksy 0 LORD GOD almigfdy*! —And is there 
not reason, my Jspasw would say, infinite reason, for us to 
join this triumphant choir? adding gratitude to our wonder, 
and love to our hallelujahs? since all these things are to us, 
not merely objects of contemplation, but sources of accom¬ 
modation : not only a ma’estic spectacle, bright with the 
display of our CREATOR’S wisdom, but an inestimable 
gift, rich with the emanations ot his goodness. The earth 
hath he set before the inhabitants of glory, but the earth 
hath he given to the the children of men f—Having given 
Us ourselves; given us a world; has he not a right, a most 
Unquestionable ggbtrto make that tender demand? my son, 
give me thy hL€abcn\, 

Shall I add another passage? which, viewed with any 
but the last paragraph, will be like the head oj gold, emi¬ 
nent and conspicuous cm feet of iron and dag. It is taken 
from the finest phiiosofp'hical oration, that ever was made. 
I never read it, but with a glow of delight, and with im¬ 
pressions of awe. It is, in short, inimitably spirited and 
sublime.—You think, perhaps, I act an impolitic part, in be¬ 
ing so lavish of my praise; and that the quotation must suf¬ 
fer, by such an aggrandizing introduction. But 1 am un- 
• der no apprehensions of this kind. Forbear to be delight¬ 
ed, if you can; cease to admire, if you can; when you 
hear OMNISCIENCE itself declaring, that, on sight of 
this universal fabric, emerging out of nothing, The Moan¬ 
ing Stars sank together, and all the Sons of GOD 
SHOUTED FOR JoY .§ —The System was so graceful, so mag¬ 
nificent, and, in all respects, so exquisitely, finished; that 
the most accomplished intelligences were charmed, were 
transported. They knew not bow to express themselves 
on the great occasion, but in shouts of exultation, and 
of praise. Is it possible for imagination to conceive an 
encomium, so just, so high, so beautifully noble!—am sur^ 


* R«v. XV, 3. 
£rov. uxiil, 
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much, dblicac^, majestr^ of sentiment, any- 
minftmugt he imslerafely unless you will ex- 
cjgjt,this,one, prcifeis^n, that I am, with the mo^ cordial 

Itiviolably Yours, 

THERON. 
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ASPASIO to tfiERbN^ 

»EAH THER05J, 

If you writfj, with" su^h 'a ’vibw, ah'd fmtn 
^todiiivc, as are mentioned m yoiir last, expect no fnofe./i^^ 
w///offerings from my pen. In this instance, I ^half thlfik 
it my duty to be covetous. -I shall iict the mber tRitof prin- 
mple; and hardly persuade myself to part with single Ike, 
till it is become an undeniable d6'bt. ‘I must turn your 
' ovm artifice on yourself j and lay you under a necesiiity of 
obliging entertaining, and edifying by your correspondenecrf 
For, give me leave to assure you, that I am 'always de.* 
lighted, and always improved by yOur episMes. They shew 
me a multitude of beauties in the creation, which I would 
not otherwise have discerned. They point out the infinite 
pow'er, the unsearchable wisdom, and the charmingly ri^h 
goodnessofthe glorious MAKER. Such*a philosophy, turns 
all natore into a school of instruction and is no contempti¬ 
ble hand-maid to true religion. It makes every object a'Step, 
better than a golden step, to raise bcth our knowledge 
our’affection to the Jidorable and immortal CAblSE of 4 J 1 . 
Engaged in such specuhtions,Ave cry out’with the psafeii^t; 
O LORD our governor, how excellent is thy name 'k ^11 
'the earth*. 


* Psal, Tiii 9 . 
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‘ is but one circuiiistance wanting, to, complete the 

f pleasure, which I receive from your observations. The 
' sun, you tooVhotice, is the grand ornament of the magni¬ 
ficent systetrik '|'hat\yhich gives colour and form, the come¬ 
ly aspect arid graceful distinction, to all material objects.—• 
This the bodily eye perceives and acknowledges. But to 
the inteliettual and believing eye, the surk of righteousness 
is a mudh grander, and no less necessary ornament. This 
adorns the universe, and communicates a glory to every ob¬ 
ject j as it manifests,'in the clearest brightest manner, all 
the perfections of the GODHEAD. But, to this lower 
world , it gives a very peculiar lustre.—A p^or peasant 
reckons it the highest honor to his cottage^bat it has once 
lodged a prince, or accommodated a mt>narch. With in¬ 
finitely greater reason may these elementary abodes glory, 
that they have accommodated, not for a single night, but for 
many years the LORD of Heaven. 'I'bat the KING of 
• Kings, was their tenant even from his birth in the stable, to 
his death on the cross. 

Yes, Theron; it is the greatest glory of this air, that it fur¬ 
nished IMMANUElAvith breath. Yonder sun may boast 
that it shone upon his foot-steps. That ground ; cumbrous 
as it is, migbteven leap for joy, that it bore so divine a guest. 
And all the elements may clap their hands, that they have the 
privilege of administering to his nourishment.—As to us 
men, it is our most honorable distinction, and should be our 
continual triumph, that HE lived and died amongst us ; yea 
lived and died for us. That having united our nature to 
himself, he has carri ed it into the Heaven of Heavens. 
Where it shines, with transcendent majesty and beauty, as the 
eternal ornament of creation of GOD.—Alethinks, therefore 
this noble and deliglitful consideration, should intermingle 
it$elf with all our contemplations, on the works of nature. 
Just as the beams of the sun intermingle their light, with 
dB the regions of the firmament j and diffuse their heat over 
all the face of the earth. 

While I am roving heedlessly along, your remarks often 
interpose, like some intelligent faithful monitor, who claps 
bis hand upon my breast, and says; stand still, and considcf 
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the wondrous wpfks of GOD *.—Willingljr l tjlie ad¬ 

monition, The Christian with peculiar C5S,J)ladency, 
considet this grand theatre ot wonders, thi^ cp|)btis;,< 
zine of blessings. Because conscious of an interest ip JE¬ 
SUS, he has a right to call them all his own He may 
look round upon present things; he may look forward un-,. 
to future things ; and, trusting in his SAVIOUR’S merit, may 
confidently say—“not one only, but both these worlds are , 
“ mine. By virtue of my RfeDEEMER’s righteousness, 

“ I have a covenant-right to the necessary accommodations 
“ of this lifa»; and on the same unshaken footing* I stand 
“ intitled to the inconteivable felicity of a better^’, 

Surely then iTitiust be as pleasing an employ, to examine 
the vatiditif of our title to future things, as to estimate the va- , 
lue of our present possessions. You have executed the one. 
Let me attempt the other,—An attempt, never unseasona-, 
ble, now particularly proper. Since it is expresly required 
by your pen, and suggested by the very subject of your 
epistle. Especially, as 1 look upon the justifying righte* 
oiisness, to be no less the peculiar worksmanship and gift of. 
GOD, than the scenes of creation and the productiojis of 
nature* And as I would fain h.nve every thing that is beau¬ 
tiful* every thing that is magnificent ia this visible system, 
serve as a foil to our REDEERER’s glory ; to the glory of 
his person, and the importance of that service, which he has 
performed for sinners. 

. You have surveyed material nature.—It appears to be a 
fair and stately mansion. For the purposes, which it is in¬ 
tended to answer, completely furnished, and completely fi¬ 
nished. Is not our saviour’s the provision 

made for indigent and guilty souls, equally rich and equally 
perfect?—Since this is everlasting and immutable;since the 

other is transient and perishable ; doubtless we may arguijl 

^ ‘ 
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the A^tle: If tmi which is to be done away^ 
:^iiSch wili $(^!>ie iCfOflSigne^ over to dtlsolution, ij ghribus i 
'much titote thM whichifemaineth, Whose blessed defects con* 
litjue to etefdial aios,‘ is glorious ♦. 

We are, eV^ pOe, as an imctean thhtg f. Our Very na*' 
tore is cbiptoinated. Even sanctification, though it des¬ 
troys the r^f|nitig, do^^ not Wholly supiersede the polluting 
power ti’ ioT^uity. So that whatever graces we exercise. 
Whatever dutiei W^ perform (like rays of light transmitted 
thfoOgh coloured glass, or like generous wine streaming 
from a defiled cask) they receive some impropp tinge, or 
contract some debasing taint. But CflRIST was entirely 
fi^ from this innate contagion. He had'^ cornipt bias 
l^bn his will, nor any irregular tendency in his afiectionsy 
Being thus free from original corruption, he did no sin, 
neither teas guile found in his fiiotiihl. Notone vain ima¬ 
gination passed through his mind, nor breathed the slight¬ 
est stain upon his thoughts. All his words were irreproach¬ 
able, and ever^ action blamelesS.-^-The most accomplished 
among the children of men, when surprised in some uiw 
guarded moment, or assaulted on some weak side, have 
bfeen betrayed into error, or hurried into sin. Even Moses 
spite unadvisedly with his lips y and Aaron, the saint of 
tte warped to idolatrous practices. They were 

like some stagnating Luke t in which, the dregs being sub¬ 
sided, the waters appear clean; but when stirred by temp- 
tatbn, or agitated by affliction, the sediment rises, and the , 
pool is discoloured. Whereas, CHRIST may he conrpared 
td 9. fountain, that is all transparency, and pure to the very 
bottom: %hich, however siiaken, however disturbed, isrto- 
rilihg but fluid crystal j permanently and unalterably clear. 
It was a small thing ror the blessed JESUSt to be influ- 
by no tep^Jived propensity. He was born in a state 
: rectitude i and from the fir^t moment of hiS* 

in flesh, was adorned with all the beautiex pf holt 
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nm. HOLINESS Tp XpE LORD was inscribed, nQt 
on the wjiVre, but on the and infcrwovfen with the 

very nature of o,^r ^Teat piGH-PRlEST. 
is styled sby the angelic harbinger of his birth, THAT HO*» 
LY THING In the psrophecy ot Zec^Ariak, thQ digqi^ 
lyof our REPEEhlER^s person, and the perfection of his 
obedience, a^e displayed by the similitude of a stone-f^ des, 
corated with tlie most ejcqtiisite engraving. Wrought, not 
iby Bazakel or Aholiab, though divinely inspired artists, but 
hv the finger of JEHOVAH himself; and more highly 
finished, .tlSn it is possible for human skill to equal, or hu¬ 
man thoughV to jconcdve. 

The whole lenoux of our LORP’s conduct, was a .livm|f 
exemplification of piety and morality, in tlieir most cxle^ 
$ive branches, and most amiable forms. Saints of the high¬ 
est attainments have fallen short of the glory of GOD; 
have been far from reaching the exalted standard of his 
precepts. Bnt CArR/6'Xfailed into no point; CHRIST 
came short in no degree.—We formerly observed the great 
•aublimity, and vast extent of the divine law. -That, before 
,<she?tribunaI of <5 OD, nothing will pass for righteousness, 
hut a complete conformity to this most perfect rule. From 
whence appears the utter impossibility of our justification, 
on account of any duties performed by ourselves, Hdw 
should we rejoice then to ,conteniplate our vicarious righ¬ 
teousness! that which is introduced by our condescending 

.SDRETYI ■ . . ' 

JESU§ CHRIST, the surety for us insolvent wretches, 

made himself subject to this law. And though, in its 
^reatenings, the condemning power of sin is set in terrible 
array; thqqgh, in its commands, tl^e very perfection of obe¬ 
dience is most peremptorily insisted pn; he asked no rniti* 
fiction of its severity, nor any abatement of it^s demands, 
Lo I come, said he, to .pay ^he uttermost farthing of 
•** .debt, ^0 do ev^ry jot and -tittle of the duty, yh.at^ 
Jris i;lghtepusncss, arising to view, from .the severest triah.by 
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f tbe exactest ruJe, miglit, like gold from the furnace,, shine 
with all possible lustfe. 

' His righteousne^ flowed from .those best of principles, 
supreme love to GOD, and unfeigned affection to men. 
Beginning at these two sources, let us trace our LORD’S 
obedience, through some little part of its illustrious pro¬ 
gress,—«If,;is we proceed, we are enabled to ^ee that, just 
o«e, perhapSi we shall no longer be offended or surprised, 
at the first and great command of the gospel. 7hk is his 
commandment., which has the precedence to all others, that 
we should believe on the name of his son JESU^ CHRIST*. 
Not, that we should do any thing to'bhti^ujiie, but that we 
i^ould believe on his beloved SON; and live by what HE, 
the blessed subsiitute for sinners, has done. 

His delight in GQD was conspicuous, even from his 
early years. I'hc sacred solemnities of the sanctuary, were 
more engaging to his youthful mind, than all the entertain¬ 
ments of a festival.—When he entered upon his ministry, 
whole nights were not too long for his ctmious devotions. 
The lonely retirements of the desart, as affording opportu^ 

. nity for undisturbed communion with GOD, were more 
desirable to CHRISl', than the applauses of an admiring 
‘ world. 

So ceaseless and transcendent was his. love tp GOD, 
that he never sought any separate pleasure of his own j 
but always did those things, which were pleasing in his FA¬ 
THER'S sight, JHst ye not^ that I must be about my 
FA'I'IIER's busine.\'s^ was the rule of his childhood, ana 
the leadiug maxim of his whole life. In doing this, he 
took unspeakable satisfaction; in doing this, he was abso¬ 
lutely indefatigable. It was fus meat and drinks refreshing 
f ' ns the richest food, delightful as royal dainties, to finish the 
that was given him to do'\, 

iil&rilbw wakeful and jealous was his concern for tl^ divinS 
; I hear the vilest reproaches cast upon hii'dwn cha¬ 

racter; I see the most horrid indignities offered to his own 
person. Yet no resentful emotion reddens in his cheek i 
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not one angry syllable starts from, hts njQuth. But wbW 
jnercenaty wretches profane the temple,aha turn thehouM 
of prayer into a den of thieves; then hisgederous bosom 
throbs with zeal; then he makes bis tongue like a shirO 
sword; and having first severely rebuked, afterwards reso- 
lotely expels, the sacrdegiiios intruders.-ludeed, hiszial 
for the house ot the LORD and for the purity of his ordi 
nances, is represented by the evangelical historian, as eat- 

name, glowing in his 
breast, it sometimes hred him with a graceful imagination - 
sometiine.e melted him into godly sorrow; always broke 
forth and ^erte;birself in a variety ot vigorous efforts s till 
it even consumed his vital spirits. ^ 

So active and unremitted was the obedience of the bles¬ 
sed JESUS, that the sun did not enter upon his morning 
race with a more constant assiduity, nor dispatch his daily 
- circuit with greater «tpedition. And sure I am, that radi¬ 
ant luminary never dispensed beams, halt so bri'^ht, or a 
thousandth part so behe'fieial.—Short was his span,%ut how 
grand and extensive were his services. So grand, that they 
biing more glory to GOD, than all the administrations of 
prbvidence, and all the phoenomena of nature. So exten¬ 
sive that they spread, in their gracious efficacy, to the ends 
of the earth, and to the closing period of time. Nay, they 
will diffuse their blessed influence even to the celestial 
world, and have no other limits “of their duration than the 
ages of eternity. 

Who can declare the charity of JESUS CHRIST.? It 
was ardent: it was uninterniitted: it was unbounded. 
ITiough always serene and serious, he was never sullenly 
grave. His conversation was affability itself, and the law 
of kindness dwelt on his lips. What fretted and chragin- 
cd the disciples, made not the least ruffling impression on 
their LORD. The rude and troublesome behaviour of 
shmerthe weak and impertinent talk of others, served! on, 
ly td display the unalterable mildness of his temper. 
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|£;^||i^tli!inig could ^lis spjrit. Eyen tbe wicked and 

§||paBikful were pafi;aNr|{» araple partakers .of his henevor' 
Who cyejr ^ppk^d \o him in vain? When did hp; 
;gpfeis,any petitioner, without the desired 

1 heavy h^rd^ <^d he not pn'logise ? What afflictive evil 
jjftd he not )rempvje ? lie .eyen their ir^rmiUes^ find hatfi 
^pfir , In ajl their afflictions he was afflicted. 

i|isit.enderayinpathi2ing.heartf€lt, as it were, the miseries 
jpf others 5 and was,as ready to succour them, as if the cpm- 
^iait^tSiahd sorrows had been hijs own. 

He not only relieved, when his aid was implored, but pre- 
?Vipnted ;the expectations of the distressed- ll^menf, about 
doing good ^j seeking the ,afflicted, and^ffefing hisassis- 
With, great fatigue f, he traveled to remote citiesi 
vW§h:no less condescensiqu, he visited the meanest visages. 
Tihat all Height have the iionor, and all the heticfft, of his 
Iiealing presence and heavenly instructions.^ 

He gave sight, and all the agreeable scenes of nature, 
^ tlie blind; ncalth, and all the choice coraibrts of life, tp 
Ahe deceased. He expelled .malevolent reigning dsmops ; 
nnd restored, what is more precious than the%h^ of the 
or the vigour of constitution, the calm possession of 
|||e intellectual facuIties.—What greatly surpassed all the 
blessings, he delivered the wretched .soul from 
^ihe dominion.of <&Ekness, and from the tyranny pf sin. Ete 
gnade .his /ollowers partdte.Qf,a divine nature, and prepared 
them for a state of never-ending bliss, 
y^ueb pik^iess treasures of wisdom apd beneficence <flow- 
^ irojm his -tongue, and were poured from bis hands !— 
diffleretit these .triumphs of mercy, frppi the trophies 
«irot!ted, .by wild ambition, in the bloody field i ^f ffeathem 
^lebrated those mighty butchers, who ipade qties their 
iJanghternhops^ .made half the jglpbe their shamfcdesfipd 
Aaiwnreditheir merit, by the devastations they spijoa 

admire this he!tvc!% 
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who rose upon a wfetched world, Wtfh healing under MSf 
things 1 Who distributed, far and near, the unspeakably rieht 
gifts of knowledge and holiness, of feinporal happiness and- 
eternal joy. 

Nor were these righteous acts his strange work, but his 
ttpeat^d, his his almost incessetnt employ. Sometimes, 
we hear him preaching in the temple, or publishing hiS glad 
tMitigS in the synagogues. Sometimes, we see him surroun¬ 
ded with listening crouds, in a private house; or bringing^ 
forth the good things of his gospel oh the deck of 4 Siipsc 
At Other tipies, he takes a mountain for his pulpit ;the hea* 
yens are his's^oundihg-board j and all that hath ear$ id heat 
are invited to be his audience.—“ He preached holiness, 
** says an ingenious writer, to men’s eyes no less than 
** ears.”'—Yes j his whole life was a continual lecture ofihe 
sublimest piety, of the most refined morality, of virtue tru^ 
ly divine. And whiclTis to us the crowning circumstance,- 
all this Was not barely for our intithatiort, but our justifica¬ 
tion also. To be a lovely and inviting model tor the first i 
to be a sure and immoveable ground for the last. 

Does he lay aside his solemn ofliccIt is only to carry oil 
the same generous design in a more condescending and fa¬ 
miliar manner. If he meets with the Pharisees, he disc^^ 
Vera their error, and reproves their vices j he confutes theif 
ohjections, and {in case they are not absolutely inaccessible 
to wise counsel) rectifies their mistakes. If he fouchsafe^ 
to be present at a feast, he furnishes the richest part of th<f 
treat. Honey and )nilk are under hi tongue He incuW 
cates lowliness of mind on the vain ;t recommends dis^ 
interested charity to the selfish J ; and promises pardon to 
the weeping penitent —Is he retired froni other company^, 
and attended only by his own family ? His Conversation ia 
, a sertnon. ^^^lether he sit in the inner chamber, or travi^l 
On the public road, or walk through the cofivfieldsi he ^ 
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pfosecutiiig his great work ; training up his disciples fox* 
sacred function; and revealing to them those.oracle^ 
heaven, which they may communicate to remote nations, 
find transmit to distant agcs.—rls he retired from all compa¬ 
ny ? Even then he does not discontinue his labours of lovci 
but adds the fervent intercessions of the night, to the chari¬ 
table toils of the day. When all but hiiiiself, lay sunk, in soft 
reposCj this ADVOCATE for a guilty world, was engaged 
in an exercise of benevolence; which, though secret and 
unobserved as the falling dews, was far more benefici-il to 
our best interests, than those pearly drops to the languish¬ 
ing herbs. ^ / 

, XJbparalleled benignity! forgot his daily food, neg~ 
his necessary rest, to spend and be spent for the sai- 
vatipni of mankind, Neither the hardsnips of continual 
self-denial, nor the calumnies of envenomed tongues, could 
divert him from pursuing this favourite business.—He 
sought none of your honours, coveted none of your re¬ 
wards, O ye children- of men! what he sought, wLat he co¬ 
veted, was, to wear out his life in your service, and lay it 
down for your ransom. This was all his desire, and this 
Indeed he desired earnestly.—He longed (beneficent, bless- 
BEING !) he longed for the fatal hour. He severely 
rebuked ope of his disciples, who would have dissuaded 
hltb from going as a voluntier to the cross. He was even 
straitened*) under a kind of holy uneasiness, till the dread- 
tul work was accomplished; till he was baptised ivith the 
baktism o/his sufferings, hiiihed in blood, and plunged in 

i By^ this most meritorious obedience and death, what did 
abt deserve f what did he not,/?m*Mre.^ he procured 
j inestimable blessings, the pardon of sin, and recon¬ 
ciliation with GOD. Procured them (O! love unmerited 
abd.^niiicasurablt!) for prodigals, for traitors, for rebels.-— 
To tbiMt that we, who were enemies against 

may call the KING of heaven our lather; may 
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have free access to him in all onr diiricukicsj and may 
hope to reign with him in everlasting glury. 

•Was ever goodness like tliis goodness? were ever bless¬ 
ings comparable to these blessings? or purchased witli 
such a price?—Hide, hide your dirainislied hrads, ye lirtle 
transitory donations of silver and gold. Flic riclies of u 
thousand mines, bestowed to feed the hungrv and clothe 
the naked, are the most contemptible triiles, if mentioned 
with the charity of the fcuchin;^, and the b!c<’dni<^ 

JESUS. Kingdoms given away in aims, it viewed w th 
this infinitely noble beneficence, would make just the same 
figure, as a spark froro tlie summer-hearth, under the po¬ 
tent and bound less'blaze ot noon.— This is indeed love that 
])(isst‘lli knowledge. ^ 

Amidst all these miracles of magnificence and of love 
(.any one of which would have intitled him to unbersal ad¬ 
miration, and everlasting.iionor) how humble was our S \- 
VIOUR! he ascribes nothing to himself Ills FATHER 
has tlie glory ot all his marvelous acts. Ohumilitv—\ rtue 
dear to the most Ifigh GOD, and peculiarly amiable in men 
—never didst thou appear in so cbaiMiing a dress, ■ r so 
striking a light. 

At his birth, not accommodated with an imperial palace. 
Or a bed of state; but lodged in a stable, au'l l.n-l in a 
marigcr. As he advanced in years, not attended with a inynl 
equipage, or supplied irom a royal revenue; but labouring 
with his own hands, and earning his inanid bv the swis'U of 
his brow—When he entered ujion his mirsisfenal odice, 
not the least ostentatious parade ap.pcarcd, in the jierfcrm- 
ance of all his wonderful works. His manner was as tnod- 
est, as his power w^as miraculous. S j tar, s i very far fr ni 
affecting the acclamations of tlie jitipulace, that he ouen 
imposed silence on those unspeakably indebted lips wl uh 
were eager to overflow with praise, and would fain have 
been the trumpets of his lame. 

G G 
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Though a voice from heaven proclaimed him, the BE¬ 
HOVED of his almighty FATHER j he disdained not to 
/own tlie ignoble character of the Carpenter''s * Son " 
lliough PRINCE of the kings of the earth, he condescend¬ 
ed to wash the feet of mean fishermen, and to be. in this 
zuorkU as one that serveth^. Though PROPRIETOR of 
the universe, and LORD of all, he was fontent to be more 
destitute than the fowls of the air, or the foxes of the de^- 
artj; more destitute (astonivshing abasement!) than the 
most insignificant and most hated animals. 

Grandeur, we find, is apt to beget expectations of supe¬ 
rior regard. Consequently, gives a keener ^gc to every 
affront, and renders tkc mind more tenderlv sensible of eve¬ 
ry disrespect. But our LORD’s medmess was as great as 
his dignity; and that, through a series of such unsnfflrahla 
provocations, as were equaled by nothing, but the trans-^ 
cendent perfections of h>s person, and the sweetness of his 
forgiving grace. 

When rediculed and alfronted, he calmly bore, and kind¬ 
ly overlooked the insult..—When contradicted by petulant 
and presumptuous sinners, he endured, with the utmost sere¬ 
nity of temper, their unreasonable cavils, and their obsti- 
Batc preversness.—When his invitations, his most endear¬ 
ing invitations, were ungratefully and stubbornly rejected; 
instead of remitting, he renewed them; and, with still 
warmer affection, importuned his hearers, not to forego 
their own fdlcity .— U her. all the winning arts of persuasi¬ 
on vvere ineffeetual, he added his tears 'to liis .slighted in- 
treaties; and lamented as a biotner, when .scorntully re¬ 
pulsed as a teacher. 

When his bloody sweat tinged the stones; when his bit¬ 
ter cries pierced the clouds, and were enough to awaken 
the very rocks into compa-ision; his disciples slept; stupid¬ 
ly slept. Did their divine but slighted MASl’ER rcsciit 
the unkindness? did he relusc to admit an excuse for their 
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disobedience and neglect ? yea, he made their excuse j and 
that the most tender and gracious imaginable; the spirit is 
willing^ but ihejicsh is weak Admirable, matchless cand¬ 
our!-—When his enemies had nailed him to the cross, as the 
basest slave, and most flagitious malefactor; when they 
were glutting their malice, with his sorrows, his torments, 
and his blood; nay, when they spared not to insult and re¬ 
vile him, even in his last expiring agonies; far, veiy far 
from being exasperated, this HERO of heaven repaid all 
their contempt and barbarity, with the most fervent suppli¬ 
cations in their behalf. FATHER, forgive them, was his 
pra) er: for, they knpw hot what they do f, was his plea. 
l)ivine, adoratile cOmpaSbion! 

Nor was his resignation less exemplary than his meek¬ 
ness. He went out to meet afflictions, when they came in 
.his FATHER’S name, and commissioned from his FA¬ 
THER’S hand. Fie ga¥e, without the least reluctance, his 
back to the sniiters, and hid not his face from shame and 
spitting. Though his soul, his very soul was' penetrated 
with the keenest sensations of anguish ; yet, no impatient 
thought discomposed his mind, no murmering word forced 
its way from his lips. FAI'HER, not my will, but thine 
be done was his language ; when, the sorrows of death 
compassed him, and pains, inexpressibly severer than the 
pangs of dissolution, came upon him. “ When they gaped 
“ upon him witli their mouth, and smote him upon ihc 
** cheek rcproach-'ully. When liis ftce was foul with spit- 
ting, and on his eye-lids was the shadow of death. 
“ When GOD delivered him to the ungodly, and turned 
“ him over into the hands of the wicked. Yea, when 
“ theALMlCxHTY .H»t liim for the mark of his arrows, 
‘‘ and brake him wiih breach upon breach. Vvhen the 
“ weapons of his wrath cleft his very reins asunder, and 
poured his gai! upon the earth.” Amidst^ all this dis¬ 
tress, though ex([uisite and inconceivable, he sinned not by 
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.the least irregular pertiirhation ; but bowed his submissive 
:head, and kissed t!)e divine rod, and blessed his very mur- 
;derers. 

A lamous poet has celebrated thf man of Ross: another 
ingenious pen has celebrated the man of Bath : O ! that we. 
may admire, extoj, and magnify the MANoj Nazareth ! O ! 
that everv tongue may speak et his honor, till heaven and 
earth rcsounti with liis prai‘«e.—Mere, ye writers ot genius, 
l.crc is a theme worthy ol your Hnest perceptions, and more 
than equal to voiir most enlarged capacities. Let imagina¬ 
tion spread her boldest wing; let description select her 
brightest colours; let eloquence lavisl^all her stores ; it null 
be impossible to exceed, while the Malt of Kfjzarelh is the 
subject of vour songs. In him dwells alltlie iuiness of per- 
fecti m. In him, the choir (A' aifive and passive vir¬ 

tues..!! )iind enU shine ; abi'und ’ . it^ttlu- riciiest variets, anil 
shii'.e vvitii tile hmliot !J^tre ItiHnitely surpassing that cu- 
riou.^ > nhlaee of costlv <:ems, which studded the Aronic 
breast-p'ate * ; and, as Sr as earthly tilings can represent 
hep.V''n!v, tvpeheOi tlie sp! Uidor and excellency ot our RE- 
DEEMKi^ 


s ne!iieousness, 
() 


li. a!! ti;is, iic acted and he sulTercd, as GOD's righteous 
servar.t, and as Ids people’s righteous surety:—By all thi.s, 
he tLlliled every jot and tittle of the divine law; nay, he 
more than tulliled, he magnified it. He gave it, sublime 
and extensive as it is, f^aod measure^ pressed down, and sha-> 
ken together, and running tnrrf.—Siiali you or I then say, 
or so much as su.qxct in tiur hearts? “ CHRIS!' has not 
done enough. Ail this is not sufficient for our justifica- 
** non, unless we couijjkte it withsomething of our own:” 
He detied the most vi;:j!ant of his enemies to convince 

him nj sin ('r detecr,.\ tar more sagacious adversary than 

the Scribes and Phari-ecs, could detect no blemish, no error, 
in our LORD JESUS. The prince of this world, that in¬ 
fernal tyrant, who hat! deceived and enslaved all nations of 
the ea:th, came and found nothing in him not the least 
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corruption in his nature, nor the least failure in his obedi¬ 
ence.—Nay ; that accuser of the brethren, notwithstanding 
all his malignity, couhl not but acknowledge the unspotted 
sanctity ot (^ur LORD j I know thecy who ihou art, the holy 
one of (i OD- 

He hath done all things well; was not barely the voice of 
his disciples, but the general acclamation ot the people. 
Or, the words may be rendered, be bath done all things finely 
and gracefully*; with every circumstance, that constitutes 
the propriety aiul dignity, the utility and beauty of action. 
Ilas'he not then done enough, to procure the divine good¬ 
will, even for the guiltiest of mankind f 

I have i^larideu^lhcc on earth t, was his own profession be¬ 
fore the mo.-^t high (jOD. I have glorified thee, in all that 
1 acted, in all that I uttered, in all rliat I suffered. I have 
displayed the beauties of thy holiness, the riches of thy grace, 
and the honor of all thy attributes. So that all thy amiable, 
thy majestic, iby adorable perfections, are now seen in the 
clearest mirror, and in tlic brightest light;!;. 

GOD cdso, who is the supreme standard and unerring 
judge of excellency, bore his testimony to our blessed MK- 
l)IA'rOR. He spoke it once, yea twice, and with a voice 
from heaven. In tlic constitution of the material world, 
when it came from the CREATOR’S hand, omniscience 
itself could dicern no flaw. Neither could justice itself, 
upon the strictest enquiry, discover any failure in the obedi¬ 
ence of our SURE I . As il icrefiore it was sai8, concern¬ 
ing the works of creation, they are all very good § ; so was 
it Lid, and by the same almiglity MAJESTY, concerning 
tlie SAVIOUR of sinners, in Idni 1 am well pleased lb 

T'his, for aught I kuow, is the capital sentence in the book 
of GOD. As no truth is of greater or of equal importance, 
so none was ever confirmed by vvitnc.s.ses so unexceptionable, 
and distinguished with circumstances so agust.—Let us, 
for a moment, examine the circumstances. Ihey arc per- 
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tinent to our sul)ject. They will strike us with wonder; 
) , ^d, I hope, fill us with comfort.—You, ITeron, are anad- 
iiV pirer of sublime sentiments, and grand scenery. Here VQU 
r* 'VvilJ find both displayed in their utmost perfection. 

“ Lo f the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the 
** SPIRIT of GOD, decending like a dove, and lighting 
“ upon him. And lo! a voice fiom heaven, saying; this 
** is my beloved son, in whom 1 am well pleased.”—^The 
word lo, is twice used, in this short narative. To engage 
and fix our attention, as on a fact deeply to be regarded, 
accompanied with words ever to be remembered .—The hea- 
t'tns were opened. Once the great and wide sea was divid¬ 
ed, and the foundations of the worlds were discovered. 
Now the incomparably wider expanse of the skies is rent 
assunder, and the realms of glory are disclosed to view.— 
^nd arc the crystal gates unfolded ? Do the everlasting doors 
litt up their heads? what then, or whom may we expect to 
see ? * 

Shall vve see angels and arch-angels coming down, be¬ 
fore JESUS of Nazareth, to pay him homage, and do him 
service? witli this retinue he will, in due time, appear. 
But this is far beneath the dignity of the present occasion,—• 
Shall we see Moses the great lawgiver, who conversed with 
GOD face to face, as a man converseth with his Iricnd ? 
shall we sec Elijah the venerable prophet, who entered the 
regions of life and immortality, without passing through the 
vale of death? these illustrious saints will, ere long, attend 
©n the holy mount, and lay all their honors at the feet of 
their LORD.—Hut now, ONE infinitely greater tlian Mo- 
jf 0 S and Elijah, ONE infinitely superior to all the heavenly 
hosts, even the divine SPIRIT descends, alights,and abides 
-Upon JESUS. To dignify, beyond compare, his person; 
and give inestimable merit to all his actions. 

This, though great and marvelous, is not the whole of 
|he magnificent attestation, A voice not from the utmost 
►ptirtsof the earth, but a voice from the heaven of heavens 
is heard. That voice, which spoke on Sinai, and the 
mountains trembled; that voice, which spoke the begin- 
ning, and the world was made; that voice speaks at our 
SA\TQUR*s baptism,—And what is the purport of the 
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speech? we have reason to listen most attentively. Our all 
depends upon the verdict. If any iniquitv, or any miscar* 
riage, be chargeable on this our surety, we are undone irre¬ 
coverably. 1 hat voice, after a general survey of mankind* 
once declared; “there is none righteous, no, notone.” 
But, to our inexpressible consolation it proclaims concern¬ 
ing JESUS CHRIST THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, 
IN WHOM I AM WEIJ. PLEASED. 

HE, who dwells in light inaccessible, declares concern¬ 
ing CHRIST; this is, not my creature, but my son. Pos¬ 
sessed of the same divine nature, and of all my incommu¬ 
nicable attributes.—He is my beloved son. Who lay in 
iny bosom from eternity, and is the one adequate object of 
my infinite afiTection. The highest angels are too low; fal¬ 
len man is too mean; and JESUS alone is my beloved.-— 
In him / am pleased; in him I am zveltpleased. He is the 
center of my approbation. On him all my complacency 
rests. And ail other beings find favour in my sight, only 
as they are interested in him, or stand related to him. 

After hearing this “ voice from the excellent glory,” can 
there be any cause to wonder, can w^e have any ground to 
complain, that there is no other recommendation to the su¬ 
preme MAJESTY, than the person and righteousness of 
CHRIST. No words, no works, no characters, but those 
which have been stamped with the broad-seal of heaven, 
as true divine; and are the one grand object of GOD^s 
everlasting good-will and incfi'ablc delight. 

You took notice, and very justly, how much the produc¬ 
tions of nature exceed and eclipse the attempts of art. Wfe 
are pleased with the correct and graceful performances of 
the painter. But do they equal the native blush of the 
rose, or the artless glow of a pea-blossom? we are charm¬ 
ed with a fine piece of sculpture or enameling. But is 
either of them fit to be compared with the natural polish, 
of a thousand shells which are formed in the ocean, or of a 
thousand'seeds which spring from the earth? we admire 
the virtues of the antient saints; men “ that w^ere honor- 
“ ed in their generation, and the glory of their times^”we 
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■-.^-acimire the meekness of Moses j and the mag^nanimlty of 
the exalted piety of Isaiah^ and the enlarged vvis- 
•i|,dom of Daniel; the active spirit of Joshua^ and the passive 
l^' j^races of Jeremiah. But what proportion, put them all to¬ 
gether—what proportion do they all bear to HIS Obedi¬ 
ence, ivho is gone info heaven., angels and aiilhorUtcs and 
powers being made subject, zuilo him* ^ who is called the 
HOLY ONEa«a( the JUST f j not only by way of emphasis, 
but by way of exclnUon. Because, no person is worthy of 
the character, no duties deserve to be mentioned, when 
CHRIST and his righteousness— his onip perfect righteous¬ 
ness—are under consideration. 

If we talk of merit what merit mifst there be in such 
immaculate sanctity of soul, and such exemplary integrity 
of conduct: such icrvent zeal fur GOD, and such compas¬ 
sionate good-will to man ; such consummate worthiness, and' 
extensive usefulness ? Such as wmre utterly unknown before ; 
have been absolutely unequaled since; and never will, or 
can be paralleled, throughout all ages!—O my Theron! 
what is the Drop of a bucket to the unfathomable waves 
of the ocean? what is a Grain of sand to the unmeasurable 
dimensions of the universe? what is an hour or a moment 
to the endless revolutions of eternity ? such are all human 
endow’ments, and all human attainments, compared with 
HIS righteousness, who is fairer than the children of 
men J ; the chiefest among ten thousand §; and who rc- 
“ ceived not the SPIRIT by measure jj. 

, And is this righteousness designed tor Usf Is this to be 
, our weddtng-dTess, this our beautiful array, when we enter 
the regions of eternity? unspeakable privilege!—Is this 
wliat GOD has provided to supply, more than supply our 
loss \n Adam! boundless benignity!:—Shall be treated 

by the judge of the WTjrid, as if we had performed all this 
unsinning and perfect obedience ? well; might the prophet 
cry out, like one lost in astonishment, how great is his good^. 
uerf .'-^How great indeed ! since all that the LORD JES- 
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Us did and suffered^ was done and suifiTered, for us men 
and our salvation. Is imputed unto us for righteousness*, 
and is the cause, the sole but infinitely sufficient causes of 
our justification. 

Is not your heart enannioured, my dear Theron, with a view 
of this incomprehensibly rich grace ? what so excellent, 
what so comfortable, what so desirable, as this gift of a SA¬ 
VIOUR’S righteousness ? Though delineated by this 
pen, methinks 'it has dignity and glory enough to 
captivate our hearts and fire our affections: fire them 
with ardent and inextinguishable desires after a personal 
interest and propriety in it.—O ! may the eternal SPIRIT 
reveal our REDEEMER’S righteousness, in all its heavenly 
beauty and divine lustre : Tlien, I am persuaded, we shall 
esteem it above everp thing s we shall regard it us the one 
thing needful ; we shalhcount all things in comjiarison of it 
worthless as the chaff, and empty as the wind. 

To a fallen and immortal soul, every thing else is empty 
as the wind. But here sinners may suck, and be satisfied 
with this breast of consolation ; yea, millions and thousands 
of millions may milk out, and be delighted with thc'abun- 
dance of its glory f.—Here we shall find the doctrine of su¬ 
pererogation, no longer a chimera, but a delightful reality. 
Here indeed is an immense suplusagc, an inexhaustible fund 
of merit, sufficient to enrich a whole world of indigent 
and miserable creatures. Sufficient to make their cup run 
over with a superabundant fulness of peace and joy, so long 
as time shall last, and when time shall be no more. For, 
to use the apostle’s weighty argument, “ If by one man’s 
“ offence, death reigned by one; much more they which 

receive abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteons- 
“ ness, shall reign in life by one, JESUb CHRISTJ.” 
Ts it reasonable, that we should ascribe mor6 powei” to Adam, 

Hh 


* Tfip woidii !n the //nAc chafteter, are a tesllnionv froni the .\fr, fJoeKM, ' 
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^mere m^n, in making us signers j thap to CHRIST, the 
i yPp-Man, in making us rightpous ? No verjiy. one pf- 
lipnpe, committed by one map, made ^11 hispostenty*charge'» 
able with guilt, and liable to death, much MORE sliall the 
manifold instapees of our c/m/HeREDEEMEP-'s obedience, 
absolve all hi§ people from condemnation anp punishmepj:, 
and intitle them to the honors and joys of immortality. 

Think not, that what I have writteri, is the language of 
rant. It is a paraphrase, though I must confess, bpt a 
^anty paraphrase, on i)/zi?f£i’spractice and Damd*s faith. My 
nioyth shall sheze forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all 
the day*i for / know not the numbers thereof '^Hie super- 
eminent righteousness of CHRISl', and the great salvation 
obtained thereby, he declares, shall be the chosen, the prin* 
cjpgl subject of his discourse. Not on a sabbath only, but 
on every day of the week, of.the year, of his life. Not bare-* ‘ 
iy at the stated returns of solemn devotion, but on every 
social, interview, all the day long.—Why \villl>e thus dwell 
perpetually and invariably dwell, on this darling theme ? be¬ 
cause, he knew not the numbers therepf. It is impossible 
to measure the value, of exhaust the fulness of these bles¬ 
sings. 1 he righteousness is unspeakable, the salvation is 
everlasting. To compute the duration of the one, numbers 
fail j to describe tlie excellency of the other, words jare at ^ 
loss. 

This will appear in a clearer light, if, to the perfection of 
bis obedience, we add the majt^sty of pur SAVlOUR’s.;)^^;’- 
Son. A proper subjeet, tor some future letter.—In the mean 
Tmc, let me desire'my friend, the fri(?iid of my bosom, tp 
contemplate opr LORD JESUSp.nder that lovely an4 ap- 
gu&t character, Gloiuofs in Holiness f. And for my 
part,.! will pot peyi^e to pray, ^hjat a sense of this supere¬ 
minently grand and precious righteousness may be written 
on my 'iherons heart.—On those living tables, may it be 
like figures cut on a rock of solid marble, or inscribed on 
the bark of a growing tree : be lasting in its duration as the 
former, and spreading in its intluence fts the latter. It will 
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then be a sure proof, that his name is written in the book of 
life ; and it shall then be a most pleasing pattern for the 
fegtion, the gratitude, and the Iriendship, of his 

ASPASIO. 

P. 4$*. You give a most astonishing account of the pres^ 
sure of the atmosphere. Astonishing indeed! that we 
6hould be continually overwhelmed, with such a load of air; 
quite dreadful to think upon ! yet not be crushed to death 
no, nor be sensible of the least weight.—This, I think, may 
serve to represent the state of a sinner, unawakened from 
carnal security. I^oads, more than mountainous loads of 
of guilt, are upon his soul, and he perceives not the burden. 
For this reason, he his under no apprehension of the venge¬ 
ance and fiery indignation, which he deserves ; he has no 
superlative esteem for the atonement and merits of the RE¬ 
DEEMER, which alone can deliver him from the wrath 
to come. But, if once his conscience feels, what his li})s, 
perhaps, have often repcatjed; “ w’e do earnestly repent us 
of these our misdoings, the remembrance of tnem is gric- 
vous unto us, the burden ot them is intolerable ; ” then 
how will he prize such a text: The load laid on CHRIST 
the iniquity of us all! How will he long for an interest in 
the LAMB of GOD, which teketh away the sin of the world! 
Then, that JESUS who ha&^/inished the transgression^ and 
brought into everlasting, righteousness, will be all hi.$ salvati^ 
on, and all his desite. 
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ASPASIO TO THERON^ 

I>EAR THERONj 

I HAVE just been reading that cxquisiteljr fine 
piece of sacred history, the life of Joseph. A liistory—illu¬ 
minated with a variety of surprising incidents, and unex¬ 
pected revolutions—ennobled with the most heroic instan¬ 
ces of triumphant virtue, both amidst the allurements of 
temptation, and under the pressures of affliction—animated 
with such tender and pathetic, such melting and alarming 
touches of natural eloquence, as every reader must feel, and 
every true critic will admire. 

When I came to that remarkable injunction, with which 
the generous viceroy dismissed his brethren; shall tell 
father of all my glory in Egypt"* —I paused—I pondered 
— 1 was struck. Certainly, this was enjoined, not by way 
of ostentation •, but an account of the pleasure, which, he 
knew, it would yield the good old Patriarch.—Was it some 
kind prompting angel, or the voice of gratitude and devo¬ 
tion, that whispered in my car? “ should not the children 
“ of man likewise tell one another of all the glo7y\, which 
their REDEEMER possesses in heaven and on earth ? 


* Oen. xlv. rj* 

+ Is the grand blessiag, <irhich ourLORD sdUcitS andde- 



620 


ASPASIO TO THERON. 


** will not this afford them the sublimest pleasure here, and 

be a source of the most refined satisfaction for ever and 
•* ever?” 

Though I had almost determined to write no more, till 
you could make a demand, upon the foot of value received; 
willingly I recede from my intended resolution, and obey 
this pleasing hint.—But “ who can declare the noble acts 
« of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, or shew forth all his 

praise ?”--^Howcver, if I may but lisp out his adorable 
name, and present my friend with a glimpse, or a broken 
view of his divine perfections, even this will be desirable 
and delightful. Far more desirable and delightful, than to 
behold Rome in its magnificence, St. Paul in the pulpit, or 
king Solomon on his throne^. 

Let me take the lark for my pattern; which, as I was 
lately returning from an evening ramble, attracted my ob¬ 
servation.-—AVarbliiig her CREATOR’S praise, she mount¬ 
ed, as though she meant to carry her tribute of harmony 
\into the very gates of heaven. Having reached, at lasf, 
her highest elevation, and perceiving herself at an immense 
distance from the starry regions, she dropped on a sudden 
to the earth j and discontinued, at once, both to sing* and 
to soar. Now the morning appears, and is awakening the 
w'orld, our little songster retunes her throat, and re-exerts 
h^r wings.—As I have endeavoured, very imperfectly en¬ 
deavoured, to strike out a shadowy draught of our LQRD’s 
complete obedience; I would, though absolutely unequal 
to the task, once more resume my pen, and attempt—what 
would I attempt?—nothing like a display, but only a faint 
sketch of his personal dignity. Such as* may just, serve to 
demonstrate, that the man of Nazareth is the GOD of hea-* > 
ven. 

Fifst let me observe, that for some time past, vve have 
b^n visited with the most uncomfortable weather; dewtess 
nights, and sultry days. Jlie firmament was more like a 
glowing furnace, than the region of refreshing rain.-—Fhe 


• Th«w, if I reHember right, are the three tWngSj whicli SU 
blkcn, nmM emlaenily gratily hu cnimtiy. 
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earth lay par heed with thirst, and chapped with heat. Th» 
meadows were drained of their humidity, and ail the flow¬ 
ers hung their fading heads.—The streams, which used to 
flow paraded with the verdant margin, abandoned their 
banks. Diminished and discoloured, they sunk to the vc-» 
T) bottom of their oozy channels.—Nature in general seem¬ 
ed to be resigning the “ robe of beauty, for the garment of 
“ heaviness.” Drought was in all our borders; and/a- 
miae, we feared, was not far behind.--Clouds of dust, ob¬ 
scured the air; tarnished the hedges; and almost smother¬ 
ed the traveler. But not one cloud o{ fleecy white appear-f 
ed, to variegate the blue expanse, or give us hopes of a re¬ 
viving shower 

It reminded me of that awful threatening, denounced by 
Moses on a wicked people; “ the heaven, that is over thy 
head, shall be brass; and the earth, that is under thee, 
shall be ironf.”—k‘made me apprehensive of that terri¬ 
ble state, which the prophet so emphatically describes j 
“ the field is wasted, and the land mourneth. The seed is 
rotten under the clods, and the harvest perisheth. The 
“ garners are laid desolate, and the barns are broken down* 
“ The new wiilte is dried up; the oil lan^uisheth; and all 
“ the trees of the field are whithered.—How do the beasts 
“ groan! the lierds of cattle are perplexed. Yea, the 
flocks of sheep are made desolate. B^ause the rivers of 
** waters are dried up, and the fire hath devoured the pas- 
“ tures of the wilderness:f.”—But, blessed be the divine 
PROVIDENCE, our fears arc vanished, and a most joyful 
change has taken place, The LORD hath “ sent a graci- 
“ ous rain upon his inheritance, and refreshed it, when it 
“ was weary ”.§ 

Yesterday in the afternoon, the wind shifting to the 
South, roused the dormant clouds, and brought some of 


At such a juncture, how pertinent is the question proposed by liiC MA- 
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those agreeable strangers on its wings.—At first, they came 
sailing in small, and thin, and scattered parties. Anon, 
the flying scjuadrons advanced in larger detachments, more 
closely wedged, and more deeply laden. Till at last, the 
great rendezvous completed, they formed into a body of 
such depth, and extended their wings with such a sweep, 
as darkened the sun, and overspread the w^hole hemisphere* 

Just at the close of day, the gales whic^i escorted the 
spongy treasures, retired ; and resigned their charge to the 
disposal of a calm. Not a breeze shook the most tremul¬ 
ous leaf. Not a curl ruffled the smojth expansive lake.—• 
All things were still, as in attenfive cxpe.cfation. The rus¬ 
set heath, and the slipperry lawn, seemed to gasp after the 
hovering moister. Nature, with all her suppliant tribes, in 
expresive pleading silence, solicited the falling fruitfulness. 
Nor pleaded long, nor vsolicited in vain. 

The showers, gentle, soft, and balmy, descend. The 
vessels ot heaven unload their precious freight, dnd enrich 
the impoverished glebe. The lifjuid sweetness, which is 
incomparably more beneficial than trickling silver, distils. 
Through all the night, it distils; and cools the torrid air; 
and revives the languishing earth 3 and chlrishcs every liv- 
ing thiftg. 

Now' the sun, mild and refulgent, issues through portals 
of the East. Pleased, as it were, to have emerged from the 
late abyss,of darkness, he looks abroad with peculiar gaiety, 
and the most engaging splendor. He looks through the 
disburdened air, an<i finds a gladdened wmrld, that wants 
nothing but his ull-clicaring beams, to render its satisfaction 
complete. 

The Glory roinrs! II ul to tVy rifing Ray, 

* 

Great Lamp of I.igltij and fecond fource of day ! 

Who robe the World, each nipping Gale remove, 

Treat cvci V Senle and boain crcacinti Love *. 

At his auspicious approach, the freshened mountains lift 
their heads, and srniic. The garden opens its aromatic 


* These beautiful are horionred fioni *he SEAPIECE, Canto IV, A tariafv’ 
and dticnitiii pocin, witU.-a l:y ruy ingccioub IncnU, Dr. t^irkpaani'. 
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Stores; and breathes, as frofri a tinning altar, bairn to the 
femelly atid ihcefise to the skies. The little hills, crovyncd 
with spiinging pletif)’, clap their haiid^ on every side. The 
tnoistehed piaihS> irrguous valleys, laup^h and .<ingi 
While their waters, lately exhausted, again are made deep, 
and their rivers fun Ii/ce 

The whole earth, gkturUled vvith the bounty of heaven,- 
fiushed with huiifid life,' wears a thousand marks ot gra¬ 
titude and complacency. Washed by the copious rain, how 
bright and vivid is the universal verdure ! the green carpet 
below, fhay almost vie with the blue canopp above.—I'he 
forest, and every tree, burnish their colours, and array tliL'm-* 
selves in their finest apparel. Which as on a day of gc!ie- 
ral festivity,' is delicately decked with gems.—From every 
pasture and form all the grove, the voice ot pleasure and 
of melodx) resounds. While the officious zi pdiyrs wail die 
floating harmony, blejpded with native perfumes; gei. tJy 
Waft them to the senses, and touch the very soul with 
transport 

Could there be amofe brilliant appearance., or more ex¬ 
uberant demonstrations of joy, even to celebrate the anni¬ 
versary of nature*s birth ? with what admirable propriety 
has the psalmist compared yonder orient sun, in ail his spark¬ 
ling grandeur, to a young exulting bridegroom j-; who Comes 
Ibrth, with every heightened ornament from his chamber, 
to shew himself in the most distinguished period of his life,? 
and to receive the blessing which consummates his happi- 
ness! 

ITiis ffiost cbarfeing ain4 equally majestic scene, feca.ls tb 
my memory that fine.description of the MESS!AjH, extant 
in the last lovely sbatbs i OCThe Israeiitish swan {—Hli 
liball be welcome light of the nJorningy 


xix. 5. 
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■when the sun ariseth, to chase the malignant shades, artd 
pour day through the reviving world. He shall he as the 
light of a morning, that is most serenely fait ;; loithout 
either storms to disturb ox clouds to obscure the glorious, the 
delightful dawn. Yea, his appearance shall he betm- 

tiful, and his influences more benejkial than the. clear shi¬ 
ning of that grand luminary, after a night of settled gloom, 
and showers ot incessant rain. ^Vhen his beams shed ani¬ 
mating warmth, and vital lustre, on the tender grass im- 
pearled with dews, and on all the green treasures of the tee¬ 
ming earth. 

As we have already contemplated the blessed JESUS, un¬ 
der the amiable character of the JUST ONE > the forego¬ 
ing passage of scripture exhibits him to our faith, in the 
more majestic quality of THE LORD OF GLORY.—Or 
rather, unites the two grand peculiarities, which render him 
unparalleled in his personal, and all-sufficient in his mediato¬ 
rial capacity. 

Great, unspeakably great and glorious would our SAVI¬ 
OUR appear j if we had no other manifestations of his ex¬ 
cellency, than those which preceded his mysterious incar¬ 
nation.—In the antient scriptures, he stands characterized 
as the supreme object ot GOD’s ineffable complacency^; 
vested with a glory, prior to the birth of time, or the ex¬ 
istence ot things; even the glory, which he had with the 
ipATHER, before the wdrid.was'l'—He is everywhere re- 
represented as the ultimate desire, and the only hope, of all 
the ends of the earth ; the seed, qt inestimable and universal 
importance, in whom all nations should he blesscd.*r—In 
those royal or rather divine acts Snd rnonuments, he is rc- 
as the RULER pfGpD^s popple : whose domini¬ 
on, apd his kingdom from dbi gOneratioP.^—How 

'apgp^j’'how venerable, is since it was 

tbte'feitliest honor of the most ^mfeiBfcsaints, and renowned 


»tor» brnTiclat, than the clear sl.iiunj a Sam xxiii. 4. 
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^onarchs *,to act his harbingers. The splendor of the 
temple, the richness of its ornaments, and the solemnity of 
its services, were the ensigns of his grandeur; where his sa¬ 
cred regalia, intended to usher him into the world with be¬ 
coming state. 

Sacrifices, instituted and used, almost from the foundation 
of the world, give us every exalted apprehensions oFChris r: 
^ho is the bright, the polar star, to which all those needles 
invariably pointed. Should we see galleries built, avenues 
opened, passages hung with scarlet and embroidery, in order 
to introduce some great personage to the observation of the 
public. If these preparations had been made, with inces¬ 
sant assiduity, for four months only how high an idea should 
we form, concernihg the expected stranger ? What then 
must we think of that MESSIAH ; the dignity of Iiis per¬ 
son, and the greatness of his w^ork ? For whose coming 
preparation was made, by a grand train of sacrifices and 
and costly rites, through*the long, long space of four Uum^ 
sandyeckrsf Qn whom the attention of mankind was fixed, 
ever since the tall Adetm ; and for whom was all the ex- 
cxpectation of the people of GOD, in every age of the 
world.—Should we not think him worthy to be (what the 
Jews reckoned their temple and sacraficcs) the excellen- 
“ cy of Qur strength ; the joy cf our glory ; and the desire 
” of our eyes f ?” 

Every inspired prophet was his herald; deputed to emblaT 
zon his perfections, or foretel his. coming; to give us a pour- 
trait of his person, a display of his oOices, or a detail of his 
benefits. Let hear one speaking the sentiments of all. 
—GOD the SAV lOUR came from I'eman, *♦ and the HO- 
“ LY ONE trom. mount Paran. ”His glory covered the 
heavens, and the earth was full of his praise J. Thunders 


• Moses, far iaistaace, and Joshuii, David and SoU>m<in, were types, atrongly marjkecl 
types, of our groat CA.WG IVEU and IVERER, ot our divine ROLER ^i)d 

fREACHER. But none pre/iguredtUe blessed Jfi.sUS more eminently than, Mclchisa- 

■f Eiek, xxiv. »i. 25. 

J aw Hal>ak. Lii. The greatest patt of which aubUnie -Ode, jefcrs t^ the wonderful 
.ererKs, recorded .bv Moses and Jvshna. 
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-^tindecf his trunpet, and the lightnings waved his banners. 
i jEefore him went the pestilence, for the ^ 

^ , epemies; but for the deliverance pf Israel, he rode upon 
f* his horses and chariots of saltation. The iriouptain? 

* saw him, and they trembled; everlasting bills, and 
‘ they bowed tneirheads’\ Tfitab^n uttered her vaice^ 
and acknowledged his sovereignty thrpugh her deepest ca? 
verns j the tpmeriug surges lifted Up ^pir har^ds, and re- 
inained in a suspended • posture, whiled his people passed 
through their opening lines.T—Indeed, both depth, and 
height, and every creature, have paid him homage, and done 
him service. And shall not we, my dear Theren, submit 
to his righteousness? Submit! Shall we not embrace it; re¬ 
ly on It; and with joyful hearts, with triumphant tongues, 
say, there is nont, there is nothing, like it*. 

Does not all mankilid agree to estimate the merit of the 
practice, according to the dignity of the person ? If a neigh¬ 
bour ot inferior rank, visit some poor afflicted wretch, in a 
coarse garret, and on a tattered bed ; it is no wery extraorr 
dinary favour. But if a lady of the first distinction, or a 
nobleman of the highest order, perform the same office; it 
is a much more remarkable, a much more admired instance 
of self-denying charity. On the foot pf tlVis calculation, to 
yvhat superemiiieni height will the worthiness of our T-ORD’s 
pbediehcc rise! It will rise, like some magnificent edifice, 
who^^e , basis rests upon the €,i^n|pr; w’hose dimensions fill the 
|iemispbere; and wliose furrtis glitter in the sky. Or rather,. 
it will "extend itself to emmensitj ; where length, and 
*|>ISpadth, and all dimensions are lost. Especially, if wecon- 

1^^ bears; and the he receives—, 

fliphe bss done; and thoae'works, he it ap? 
■ii|^ipted 'to do. ■ ; ' v 

,■ 'ITe warac-f, he bcars.---The title, by which JESUS 
JJazti'^etk is distinguislied in the heavenly world ; the namp 
iVf^teti pn h« vesture, and on his thigh, is KING of Kings, 
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find l^ORD of Lords *.—The description, which the in* 
coittgrehcn^tW^ JEHOVAH gives of the surety for sinful 
men, run? in tlvk pafalted stram ; the man that is MTFELr^ 
LOW f. Which Apostle explains, in that memorable 
.and majestic.clause he thought it no robberi/ to be equal with 
QODX, 'fhe pOLY QHOSt, speaking of the Virgin’s Son^. 
enumerates seyeral grand distinctions, both of his person, 
and his office.. He styles the child, that shouUl be born, 
WONDERFUL COUNSELLOR, the EVEKL.\s r. 
ING FATHER, the MIGHTY GOD, the PRINCE 
OF pEACE§,—The same inspired writer, though eloquent 
above all orators, and more sublime than the softest poet^ 
cries out in rapturous astonishment; who can declare his 
gene7*aiion\\P What pencil can paint, what language can 
express, his matchless excellencies? and may we not with 
equal propriety demand; who can declare the meritorious 
perfection of his right|fpusness? It is precious beyond com-r 
parispn; beyond imagination. 

The boners which our LORD receives, arc proportion¬ 
ed to the illustrious characters, which he sustains.—John 
the baptist, than whom a greater prophet, or abetter Judge, 
W4S not born of woman, professes himself unworthy, to 
ptoQp down and’unloose the latchet of his shops unworthy, 
though a burning and shining light in his generation, to 
perform the meanest service to this PRINCE of heaven.— 
Stephen, who leads the van ln-the rtoble army of Christian 
martyrs, beheld such a repre8eritatk)n of his crucified MAS¬ 
TER’S glory ; as enabled him to exult with divine delight, 
even amidst the furious assaults of his persecutors, and under 
the insupportable bl6ws of bis murderers |11). Assured, that 
JESUS nil povr^r in heaven and earth, by an act of the 


♦ RevJ xix. »6. + Zeth, Kill. i. 

t Phil. ii. 6. Same writers, I am aware, iiavo endeavoured to iiitcrpret away thmeyi- 
deuce of oqr LORD'S divine nature. But J thrnk with great injury to tire context, aad 
no lest ylolenee to the phiate. 
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most solemn worship, he commits his departing t soul (that 
unspeakably important trust !) to the; omnipotent hand of 
! his REDEEMER — Nor by the first martyr ak*net , hut 
in all churches of the saints, and in every age of Christianity 
has the IXIRD JESUS been addressed^ as the constant, ob¬ 
ject of his people’s adoration ;and acknowledged^ as the 
ever faithful depositary of their eternal interest, . 

AVhen Isaiah beheld a visionary manifestation of Christ» 
the first-born sons of light were waiting arOUnd him, in pos¬ 
tures of dutihjl submission. These celestial beings whose ve¬ 
ry feet are too bright for mortals to view, vieled their faces 
before his infinitely superior effulgence. The seraphs, wlio 
are ail zeal and and all love ccleberate his perfections, and 
cried one to another, the whole earth is full of his glory.-— 
and is not heaven also filled with his glory f Does not hea¬ 
ven likewise resound with his praise ? The beloved disciple, 
in a vision no less clear and far more magnificient, behoWs 
the IvAMB that was slain, standing in the midst of a re-» 
splendant throne. Which is most beatifully adorned with 
a circling rainbow, and terribly dignified, by the blaze of 
lightnings; and awfully surrounded, with peals of thunder. 
Before this august throne, and at the disposal of the onco 
slaughtered SAVIOUR, are seven lamps of burning fire^; 
expressive of the DIVINE SPIRIT, in all the variety of 
his miraculous gifts, and sanctifying graces.f—Four and 
twenty elders, clothed in white raiment, with crowns on 
their heads, and the harps of GOD in their hands, fall pro¬ 
strate in deepest homage before the UAMB. They strike 
the golden strings, and sing that sublime eucharistic hymn ; 
thou art worthy to take the book, and “ to open the seals 
' “ therof: for thou hast slain, and hast redeemed us to GOD 
“ by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and pco- 
pie, and nation 5 and haste made us, iuhto our GOD, 
kings and priests ' 

Behold the hierarchies of angels: they are in number ten 
thousand times ten thousand—all arc children of the king 


• Afli* yii. 59. + Rev!^ iv, fi 

f Rev. v: g. *0. 





A8PASI0 TO THJEROIT. 620 

immortal, and each is brighter than rhe morning star,— 
Hark ! they raise their voices, and awaken all the powers 
of harmony. Hosannas, loud and rapturous, fill the eternal 
region.—-pb you enquire ; who is the cause of this sacred 
Jubilee, and what is the. burden of this celestial song ? The 
very person we are extolling, and the very extolling, and 
the very doctrine we would establish. Worthy, they cry 
worthy is the LAMB thai was slain, to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor and bles¬ 
sing.—Nor these alone, but every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as 
are in the sea, join the immense chorus. In sweet respon¬ 
sive strains of melody and devotion, they sing and speak 
praises to IMMANUEL: blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the LAMB forever and ever*^. 

This you observe, js the devout acknowleJgment, not 
only of the cherubim, the seraphim, and the spirits of just 
men made perfect, but of every creature. —^The sun, tho 
moon, and the stars, which garnish the heavens —Beasts and 
creeping things, mountains and hills, fruitful trees and all 
cedars, which replenish the earth—metals and minerals- 
gems and fossils, the subterraneous riches of nature,orthing& 
which are under the earth—even all those objects,which my 
Theron lately contemplated, do,each in a proper w^ay, mag¬ 
nify the LORD JESUS. They bear witness to his power 
as their CREATOR ; they ^re subservient to his designs, 
as our MEDIATOR^ and, in this manner, they all glorify 
his holy name. 

Under such views of the blessed REDEEMER, enlarged 
and elevated even to astonishment, is it possible to over-rate 
the worth of his obedienie ? Is it possible to lay too much 
efficacy to his vicarious righteousness. 

To the honors, which he receives, let us add the works 
which he has done, Bv these, in the davsof his flesh, were 
displayed the greatness ot his glory, and the magnificence 
©f his majesty. 


* RfV, V, n‘ ja. 13, 
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Behold! says the ^ilmigbty FATHER:-; My scr^^ 
he who condescends to beconie myservufeht m the match* 
less work of redemption ; shidl de^l shall' Con- 

; duct himself with all the dignity ^IJ sanctity of Wis^ 
dom. In consequence of which^ Exalted, be ex« 

tolled, and be very high —llieof the Jewish 
commentators on this beautitul qlim^ is thought inade*- 
quate, not contemptible. “ The, MfeSSlAti, they s^y'sbarf 
“ be higher than Abraham more illusirtobs than Moses, and 
“ exalted above the angels of light, even above the primd 
“ ministers of heaven.”—* What follows, is an attempt to 
render this exposition somewhat less detective. 

Here, could you open my chamber-door# and throw a 
glance upon your friend, you would find him in the same 
attitude, and under the same perplexity, which were form¬ 
erly observed in P/ieao7i. Sitting one day, amidst anas* 
sembly of the people, and preparing to make a public Ora¬ 
tion, he appeared uncommonly thoughtful. Being asked 
the reason “ I am considersng, said he, how I may shorten^ 
“ what I shall have occasion to speak.”—The compass of 
ray subject, would demand many volumes} whereas, the 
limits of my letter, will allow but a lew paragraphs. 

Our LORD gave sight to the blind. He poured day 
those hopeless and. benighted eyes, which had never 
been visited with the least dawning ray.—The dumb, at hisr 
command, found a rea4y topgue^ and burst into songs of 
praise. "Hie dedf were, all ear, and listened to the joyful 
sound of salvation .—The tamei lame from their very birth,* 
threw aside their crutches and full ot transport and exulta'^ 
tk)n, leaped like the bounding roerestored floridity 
and beauty, to the flesh, emaciafod by consuming ,6ickriess 
or encrusted with a lothesome’’ kpfosy^^AW manner of 
diseases^ though blended with the e^itlfle'sl/^eds of life, and 
riveted in| th* constitution by a lon^ J^^feterafo predomi-' 
nancy^^^^iseascs, that baffled the skill of the physician^ and 
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mocked of the roedicine.-^/Aejr<r he Oufed, not bjr 

tedious ttp!{)Ji)C||iipos^ but in the twinkling of an eycj notbf 
jcostly operations, but hypIdJ&rd. 

from his mbutfc or a/f?z/cA from his handj nay, by the 
fringe of hi§ g^fmebt, Or the bare act of his will. 

Any OJiif OFlWe had been enough to endear 

the character, abd eternize the memory of another person.: 
But they were things, matters of daii^ occurrenee, 

with our divine MASTER- The years of his public min¬ 
istry, were an uninterinitted series of such healing wonders? 
or, if any intermission took place, it was only to make way 
for the more invaluable miracles of spiritual beneficence.-— 
Let us consider these things, my dear friend. Let us pur¬ 
sue and dwell upon these hints- Let us familiarize to our 
minds the power and glory of CIIliJST. Then we shall 
see abundant cause to acknowledge—with gratitude and 
joy to acknowiedge^^that our help is laid upon ONE that 

is mighty*. That he is the rock, and his work is per-- 
“ fectf’^ 

Behold him exercises his dominion over the vegetable crea¬ 
tion. A fig-tree, adorned with the most |>romising spread, 
of leaves, but unproductive of the expected fruit, wither^ 
away at his rebuke, it is not only stripped of its verdant ho¬ 
nors, but dried up from the very roots J, and perishes fort' 
ever, A fearful, yet significant mtlmation, of that final 
ruin §, which will overtake the specious 'hypocrite; Whd, 
lavish in outward professibn, is destitute of inward pi^^ 
ety. ^ 

His eye looked through the world of waters; discerned 
the fish, which had just swallowed apiece of silver coin j 
arid guided ite course to Peter’s hook H. 'Tis tnie, wbeu 


* P»*I. ixnxi*. 19. + Deut. xxu | Mwk.. XU 

^ It is pleasing to observe, that the two miiacles, ht which rtur LO RD 4itptXyeii,)^^ 
punitive or vindictive power, were «xcic^!>ed.*9toiitlw ItuHiao f.ce, but oti 
ole vegetable, or souse upekau animals. 
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gatherers of the sacred tax came, to collect his share for 
?-'^ ieparation of the temple , he had not a siifficiency of 
^^oney,to satisfy so small a demnad*. ,: Yet , he takes oc- 
fcasiotx, from this most abject poverty* to manifest the im¬ 
mensity of his riches. He makes the great deep his reve¬ 
nue ; and bids the scaly nations bring him their tribute. 
Never was such indigence associated with such raagnih- 
cencd And never, never let us forget, that the indigence 
was ours, ihe magnificence alibis own ! 

The waters themselves, it may be said, arc far more un¬ 
manageable, than their inhabitants. ^Vho cancontroul that 
outrageous element ? Which has destroyed so many 
gallant fleets, with the armies they bore ; and whicli 
would laugh at the opposition of the united world—the 
LORD JESUS vvalks upon its roiling surges f. 'i'hc rolling 
surges, suspend their fury ; they even forget their fluid na¬ 
ture, to support the footsteps of their GOD.—He speaks, 
and the most tempestuous agitations are a calm. The mad¬ 
ding ocean, like the dispossessed demoniac, comes to the 
feet of JESUS, sedate, and peaceable and in its right mind. 
It is true ; the waves of the sea are mighty, and rage horribly; 
but yet the LORD, who loved us, and washed us from our 
",:Sin$ in his own blood, is mightier J. 

; , XN winds are yet more ungovernable, than the madding 
'hncpM/ When these are hurled § abroad, to shake the earth, 
and,toss the sea^, who can curb their rage? What can 
withstsmd their impetuosity? Even the boisterous winds 
liear the SAVIOUR'S voice ; and, as vSoon as they hear, obey. 
His voice, more powerful to restrain, than brazen dungeons 
'Jo corifiiijtip, chides the H furious whirlwind. The furious 
whirUvN^ is awed into immediate silence. That which 
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a^momcnt ago, .heayed the billows to the clouds, and filled 
with outrage the howling hrmnmenr; now, gently whispers 
among the s’orouds, and scarcelv cur's the snv>orh expanse. 

Something there is, even within the narrow compass of 
our ow’n breasts, which adords room for more signal exer¬ 
tions of DEITY, than the turbulent billows, or the resist¬ 
less storm. Agreeably to the suggestion of a i)ro])het ;,/hr 
lo ! lie thaf iornwth the mountains; and crvatclh the xvind; 
andsef, a mmc pregnant proof of divine perfection, dcclareth 
unto man what is hisjhono^kt, *he GOD qf hosts is his name*. 
The possessor of such surpassing power and wisdom, can be 
jio other, rhan the supreme and only potentate.—And who 
is this, but JKSl^S CHR1S7'? he knew, what was 
He discerned the secrets of the heart; discerned the lat^mt 


purpose, before it disclosed itself in action ; even bef re it 
. was uttered in speech j nay, while it lay yet an unformed 
embrio in the mind. ^ 

His glance pierced into futurity: espied events, isi all 
their circumstance J, and with the grc:uest perspicuity, 
before they came into oeing. The hid 'eti things of dark¬ 
ness were open, the contingenices of the nforro w were pre¬ 
sent, to his all pervading eye. Nay, tlie unthought of re¬ 
volutions, that were to happen in distant ages; the astom 
ishing catastrophe of dissolving nature, and the^awfu pro¬ 
cess of everiasfiug judgmeHt; all these he clearly foresaw, 
and particulaily foretold. 

Nor does l.c only jienetrate the recesses, but over-run 
the operations ot the soul.—He so intimated a multitude of 
sacrilegous wretches, that they fied, not before his drawn 
sword, or bent bow, but at the shaking of his scourge §.•— 
He so awaked,by one short remonstrance, an assembly 
of conceited and ostentatious Pliarisecs ; tiiat they could 
gainsay, was a tacit acknowledgment of their guilt j aitd 


* Amoi IV. 13. -f Jdhn ii. 85. 


J In «11 their ctremnstances—Set a very tewarkable cxeropllRcStida of this psnicuUg 
qtivi 15, 

^ JoHa )!. 14. 15. t&c: 



ASPAttO TO THEHON. 


6%% 

^ '' ... 

i ■ iiot to endure, must cover them witb^ ptihlio 
V, .With a word, the most miH and ge,rttlfe * 
flung terror into a whole band of armed ihenj,; SuehiaiBblas- 
I ted all their courage ; and laid them as if struck,Wilhi Jight* 
niug, stunned and prostrate on the ground.. . ; 

All hearts, are in his hand. He iurruilh thpn, as the rtv&s 
of walei^y ivhitherspever be millets wHh i&s much tase, and 
with the same efficacious sway, as fhe cnireut of the rivoTS 
is altered and determined by every inflection “of the chan¬ 
nel.*—-jPeZ/ow mCy was his call to/rf?/!!e.yand 7 aA«; folloxe^rne\t 
Tvas ail he said to L^vt the publican. Though the first was 
engaged in all the ardour of business; though the last was 
sitting at the very receipt of custom; yet both he and they, 
without any demur, without the least delay, left the lucra¬ 
tive employ; left their nearest relations, and resigned^ their 
earthly all^ to attend a poor and despised MASl ER.-— 
Their acquaintance, no doubt, would remonstrate a thou¬ 
sand inconveniencies. Their enemies would not fail to 
censure them, as rash enthusiasts. But all these considera¬ 
tions were lighter than dust, were less than nothing, when 
set in competition with two words onljy irom JESl/S o( 
Nazareth, Impressed, deeply impressed by his powerful 
summons, such loss they counted gain, and such obloquy 
glaty.—And shall we count it too high an honor, or too 
grand an office, for obedience unto death, io make us 
perfectly righteous before GOD, without the co-operation 
of any works, or any holy walking of our own? 

He planted bowels of compassion in the unfeeling avari¬ 
cious wretch; and elevated, beyond the height of the stars, 
desires thaf lay groveling even below ffie naire of the swine. 
^The sin he restored to the of righteousness; 

npd unh^P^y creatures, who were, degenerated into the 
lliSteness pt the devil, he renewed aftet .the image of the 
]i>iess^4 effects of his personal 

pieadhlng^ these are still the conquests of his glorious gosr 
pel; and; do not,these declare his dominion over the intel^ 
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lectual .'^at the world of minds, as well as of 

Toateriaii^ati^Jc^^^ to his inspection, and snbject tohia 

contrquhfl^^r,' ^? 'I:' ' 

This dea^ 8fed%;fp be more remote from human cogni¬ 
zance, thah th^ :8ecret^ of the breast j less liable to any hu¬ 
man jurMctiPni thani; the warring elements. What poten¬ 
tate can Wile aTvrit:bf;release to the grave? or cite the dis¬ 
lodged sou!, to re-ehter the breathless corpse?—^Yet this 
even this, our mighty MfeDIATOR executed. He ^ened 
the eyes, which wPre Sunk in shades, and sealed in the Tomb. 
He bid the heart, that had forgot its vital motion, spring 
into life and activity, llic crimson hood, long congealed 
by the icy hand of death ; which had not only lost its pulse 
by stag.nation, but likewise changed its very texture by pu¬ 
trefaction * ; circulates, at his order, all horid and mantling 
with health, through the wondering veins.—^The spirit, 
which had taken its flight into the invisible state, which had 
taken its place in eternal habitations, returns, at our RE¬ 
DEEMER’S signal, to the tenement of mouldering clay ; 
and, by the amazing visit, proclaims his sovereignty over 
those unknown realms, and their mysterious inhabitants. 

As he recals from, so he admits into, the abodes of future 
happiness. His hands, when swollen with wounds, and 
nailed to the tree, evidently sustained key of hell and of 
death f. Then, even then, he opened and he shut either 
the gates of the grave, or the portals of paradise. What he 
cays to the penitent thief, is the language of.supreme autho¬ 
rity ; to day shalt thou be zoith me inpat'adise f. It is a roy¬ 
al Mandamus, H6 speaks from the cross, as from a throne. 
While executed as a malefactor, he not only dispenses par¬ 
don, but^disposPs of seats in glory. 

Does our LORD’a superiority extend to those malignant 
beings, the devil atid hiS angels ?—Even these, ip s]p!ght of 
all their formidable strength §, and inextinguishabls rage^ 


* John*!. 89 , f Rev. i. i8. $ Liikexxiii. 44, 
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‘lie makes his lootstool. He brake the lihbsfe Ihfer* 

jial lions; and rescued the helpless prey, their 

bloody jaws were closing. At his eothtn^od,tfid|'aba^ 
their conquests? and relinquish,hdweyer iridignanti hoyv^ 
yer reluctant, their long accustomed hahUatidns* His sim 
gle command, more forcible thanteh thousand thunderbolts^ 
dispossesses a whole legion^ of those ^erce and haughty 
spirits: drives them, all terrified and depredating severer 
vengeance, to seek rest in solitary desarts, or to herd with 
the mostsordid brutes. 

As the blessed JESUS treads upon the necks ot those 
powers of darkness, he receives the willing services of the 
jSngeh of b^kt. The Angels, in comparison of men, are 
styled Gods, Jlow great must be their lustre and glory \ 
since their very appearance struck prophets almost dead 
with fear and tempted even an Apostle to idolatry. Yet,- 
when the first-begotten SON is brought into the world, 
these Gods are commanded to worship himj*. Though 
they excel in strength, and are active as flames of fire ; yet 
they fulfil his commandment, and hearken unto the voice 
of his words. They graced the solemnity of his birth; they 
attended him, after his temptation in the wilderness j they 
were the first joyful preachers of his triumphant resurrection j 
atid^, seated as he is on the right-hand or the MAJESTY’ 
in the highest. 

^ . .T hey Hand with "Wings, outfpread, 

Liiflening to catch their Mailer’s leafir command. 

And fly through nature, e’er the moment end. 

; Behqjd him, now doing according to his will, in the 
armies of heaven, and aniong the inhabttaijts of the earth 
svvaymg |be scepter, over the kgidn^^iof hell, and the 
powers oFnature—exercising dominidn^iu the hearts of men, 
lO the ti?riii|oriesofthe grave, and the mansions of disem?- 

'Doing ail this, not as a delegate, bot as 
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sovereign. a communicated ability "but by hfsowa 

©vvn omnipbtetibei Pursuant to the tenour of that majes¬ 
tic claim, my f ATHER worketh, and I work *. Not, my 
FATFIER worketh by me ; but, I work in concert with 
the FATHER. ' I perform the same marvelous things; 
from the same anderived power j and by the same supreme 
authority. 

Then let my Theroii determine—under such views o( 
our saviour’s unecjualed majesty, and unbounded so- 
sovereignty, let him determine—whetlier it be safer, to rest 
our infinite and eternal interests, on our own righteousness, 
rather than on his. 

We have selected some few manifestations of our RE¬ 
DEEMER’S excellent greatness. Even the evangelical 
historians,'give us no larger a proportion to a copious har¬ 
vest. Yea, were they all particularly enumerated, and cir¬ 
cumstantially displayed, they would appear inconsiderable ; 
compared with thoseTar more distinguished trophies of al¬ 
mighty power, which he has decreed, in some future period 
to erect. 

He will gather to his sacred fold, the people of his anci' 
ent church ; though they are dispersed into all lands, and 
most inveterately prejudiced against the truth of his gospel, 
-—How mighty was. his hand,,how illustriously outstrecthed 
his arm, when he made a path through the surges of the 
ocean, drove the torrent of Jordan backwards 5 and fetched 
rivers of waters from the flinty rock ! far more mighty will 
■ be its operations, when he shall remove the seemingly un- 
surmountable obstructions, to the general restoration of the 
Jews; shall throw all their rehgous apprehensions into a 
new channel j itnd cause tears of penitential sorrow to start 
from their stony, eyes, confession of unfeigned faith to issue 
from their blaspheming bps.—Yet thus k will assuredly be. 
In the volume of th^ divine book it is written, they shall 
look on him, whom they have pierced,and mourn f. They 
shall adore as the MESSL^H, the once despised Galilean ; 


* jdljh V, tj* 





Ag^AStO t6 TliEfldK, 


^3a 


and fix all their hopes of final feliohy on that v^ry PjSR^ 
SON, whom their fathers slew and han|fed6it tt 

Amazing revolution in the religioM$ WOrWl Yet this to¬ 
gether with the destruction of Anttfi^rist, and illnminatioft 
of the benighted Oentiles, may pass for small incidents $ 
compared with those stupendous etent^j which Will dignify, 
and signalize the closing scene of afifair^. 

Then, shall the LORD JESUS be itwnlfested k un¬ 
speakable glory; and exert such acts of omnipotence, as 
will be the terror of hell, the joy of heaven, the wonder of 
eternity.—Then, will he put an end to time, and bid the 
ipiings ot nature cease to operate —Then, shall bi> tremen¬ 
dous trumpet rend the universal vault, and pierce tlie di^r- 
mitories of the dead.-—Then, will he shake the eartli out 
of its place and before his majestic presence lltc heavens 
shall flee away.—Then shall, a nation only but multiiudes 
multitudes of nations, be born in a day j*; yea rather, in an 
hour, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,—All that 
are asleep in the beds of death j even those who, peiish- 
ing in tempests, are sunk to the bottom of the ocean ; or, 
swallowed up by Earthquakes, are buried at the center of 
the globe ; all shall hear nis voice; and hearing, shall awake; 
and, awaking shall come forth.—Every human body 
though ages have revolved, siiice it gave up the ghost; 
though worms have devoured the flesh, and dissolution 
ntouMered the bones; though its parts have been grinded 
by the teeth of beasts, or consumed by the rage ot fire; 
dissipated in viewless winds, or scattered over the bound¬ 
less gbbe »lost to our senses, and lost even to our imagi- 
Mtion; yet Will every human body then be restored; its 
{iiUbs reasi^tttbled* and not an atom wanting 5 its frame 
tebuUt ana never be demolished’more* 

Then the unumbered myriads of departed spirits 
teturn fiPhtih their seperate abodes; attd, commissioned by 
I JIM who Is the tesarection and the Ute, reanimate each 
his orgewed system <«^Thep, shall satan and his accompli- 
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tie^, those O^teqrabje a[ncl horrid tnimnais, be fragged from 
tbeiVdiiOgeuns.'oi^^a'rkiiess, and receive their doom at the ^3 

hen, will misery and happi- ^ 
'^ess, both (^OnsU^tbate, and both everlasting, be awarded ' 
by JESU^ of'Nasiaiyth-—then will he consign over the 


teous witii t:ie innericance oi ucavcn, nnw m. iaic ipcm 
'the fulness of joV.—His word is fale. His sentence h irriti^''^; 
vocable. Immutability seals, and eternity execute:*, what-, 
fever he decrees. 

And has this JKSUS, so glorious, so majestic, so adora- 

_has HE vouchsafed to take our nature, and become 

our righre<*usnes&r was HE made under the law? did HE 
fuifi- ai' ns demands? give perfect satisfaction to tiic pemfi 
and vickl perfect obedience to the preceptive f On purpose, 
that the merit of .,// might be made over to us ?--Astonidi- 
i\!g condescension ineffable grace ! what tlianks arc due, 
to "such Infinitely rich goodness I—What a remedy is here, 
for the impotence and guilt of fallen man 1—What a sure 
foundation of hope, what an abundant'source of joy, to 
every one that believeth ? , . 

It is declared by the oracle of GOD, that such an HIGH- 
PRIEST became us, was absolutely necessary for, our ob- 


and the brighiriCi .s ot the eternal 1'A glory t”* 

• It appears, 1, llatle, mysclr, Irooi the letter-already in your 
^nd, that CirlRlS'lddully answers the ibrhier 
Prmn this epistle, I hope it vvili appeMi.|b^t11[e is tlieV very 
person described in the latter text, ppm both, that; he-is 
ivhat his prophet styles,** A SAVTOl)K'*prHl:^great onc|'*. 

* ' ■ Estimate now,;friend, c'^lint^tfecan,fthe 
■ ■ dig'ttl'tj'and excetfency of tins sutditne 

* may you learn, how to state the ivorlh o|' 

of affiance suited;;, 

L ' ' ' ' ' ' ■‘"'dfe'* - 

' ,1 '^1 


' H***'. Vii; 'a-' 



CriO 


ASPASIO T» TkEKbN. 


' \vill preceivc, that his spotless birth, his perfectly obedient 
his exquisitely bitter death, are a satisfaction of un- 
^knowii dignity; preciously far beyokd all graces of men,, 
and all the duties of angels; able to save to the uttermost, 
all that rely on them, and come unto GOD through them. ‘ 
Consonant to this, are the sentiments of that penetrating 
critic and profound scholar, Dr. Lightfoot. Who, treating 
^f the same subject says—“Add to all this dignity of his 
peri?qn, who performed this' obedience: >that he was 
** GOD as well as man: and his obedience is infinite. 

Such as, in its validity, subdued satan, and in its all-suf¬ 
ficiency satisfied the justice of GOD.”—After which, our 
celebrated author makes this important and delfghtful im¬ 
provement; “ Think, Christ iaity what a stock of obedience 
“ and righteousness here is for thee, to answer and satisfy 
“ for thy disobedience and unrighteousness, if thou become 
“ a child of the covenant. Here is enough for every soul 
“ that comes to him, be they never so many., Like the 
“ widow’s oil in the book of Kings, there is enough and 
“ enough again, as long as any vessel is brought to receive 
itf.” So that a sinner, enriched with CHRIST’S righ¬ 
teousness, has no need to wish for any thing, cannot possi¬ 
bly obtain any thing, to render him more completely righ¬ 
teous in the sight of CiOD. 

We do not wonder, that Gentiles, who are ignorant of 
the REDEEMER; that Jews, who treat him with contemp¬ 
tuous fhat professors of religion, who deny his eter¬ 

nal GODHEAD; place little, place no confidence in his 
righteousness. But it is strange, that CUrisfians, who 
kntriv the SAVIOUR; who uLknowledge his divinity; and 
be'heve http to be exalted above all l>Iessing and praise— 
ft is exceedingly strange tiiat they do not rejoice in him ; 

thciy b:mst in him ; and say; with a becoming disdain, 
OT''every''^lfil4'depeiKlence, / 

Th^ of Cl I HIST!—The obedience of him,, 

who.hi the 4|rcuit of the skies §, and all the king¬ 
's^: 
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donis <lf the world are reputed as nothing before him ! - 

IV obedience of HIM, who docth T, , 

in the armv of heaven, and among the inhabitants or t le 

earth* !_^The obedience of HIM, who is Alpha andOme 

ga: the beginning and the ending; winch is and whicn 
was, and wVchisto come,; the almighty t l-Doublless, 
.wA obedience must be deserving, truly deserving, of all, 
that fftace and glory, which are, and will be communicated. 
!o hifpeoprin^vCTV period of time, and througl, all ageS ,, 
of eternity Woithy is the lamb that was slam. No won- 
dL, that Ld, obedience should justify the ungodly Should 
make us poor fallen creatures righteous,—perfectly rndite- 
ous in the sight of GOD-without the concurrence of any 
good works, or any holy duties of our own 
® Such an assemblage of divine perfections, must warrant, 
must demand, the most unreserved and the most unbound- 
■ ed confidence.-'lVre never was, no. not in all ages, nor 

in all worlds, any tltiv greater or L i 

•■xalted, than the obedience of our LUKU—iNac, it 
^possible to imagine, what could be suited to our wants, 
rpmper for our reliance, or so sure to answer, more than 

“"Setbe“rwX^'"-mstle alTinns, and you will not 
woS at my assertion. “ In HIM d welletb a 1 the fulness 
o the GODHEAH bodily.” How comprehensive and 
exalted is this description 1 it collects into a pouit, all the 
mvs of Majesty and honor. It expresses m a sente.mc, I 
• ”rnot whatever this pen has written, but whatever of dig- 
^iiv and excellence the biblc itselt oontams I he GOD- 
11 FAD the very nature and cbscnce of the DILT^ The. 
f 1^ cfi of the GODHEAD j unerring wisdom, almighty 
po«“r, and whaTever the great JEHOVAH challenges as 
his own. All the fulness; every incommunicable allnbutt, 
in the most ample measure, and m the highest degree-all 
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dudis, hot visits occ'k^ioriallv,* but 8intc<^Iv, 
pernalJy resides—resides in CHRIST JES^J^bodflyV'^ildi: 
tan union inconceivably close andi iTitimaje.l. Insomutjh 
that the GODHI^D inhabiting, and the manhood inlta- 
hi ted, make but one and the same marvelous matcble$Fjf 
adorable PERSON. , ^ 

"r.ierefore, adds the sacred disputant ye are complete in 
HIM*, Never was any conclusion more weighty Irr itt 
s^lf, or founded on more solid principles. Being united to 
CURlST, and interested in CHRIST, ye are filled with all 
that fulness, w’hich man pan rccciva, or GQD bestow.—- 
He says not, ye shall be ; at some distant period, or in some, 
iuiure .state. But, je are; in this present life, and at tliis 
very hour. Ye arc not only pardoned, but reconciled ^ a:;d 
not only rtconcilf d, b!it accepted as righteous; nay, ye are 
-—and what can be said or desired mure?—Ve are r vi4 
pi.fc.rF.. And not barely before men pr ai.gels, but before 
inriidte purity and omr.isoicnce itscif. And this, without 
t!a concurrence of your pwn deed.s, only by being partak- 
fis of HiM, “ who is the head -of all principality and 
“ power,’* In vslioni,yc are made, what neither Adam in 
Paradise could boast, nor angels in heaven can claim, ihe 
iiTGHiiousNfc.ss of GOD.—Amazing, charming truth! 
what a fountain is this, or rather what a sea of fathomless 
depth, to obliterate all sins, and supply all wants ! what a 
mirror of stupendous graces and ever to be adored loving 
kindjye^ 1 

Ilerelot our meditations fix, and here let all our expec¬ 
tations center. Prom this, mot from any thing of our owm 
let tis derive our piece, our joy, our supreme complacency 
jrrflbto thif subject we can never dive too deeply. O 1 thjs 
Subject we can never think too magnificenily. The righ' 
f^c^sness of ClIR181' is the Master-Pijlar> on which out 
pHl^ht aad eteinal welfare rests. , 

; , •i’Jkreh^ngs all human hope: that nail suppjfrt^ . ^ ■ 
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: . This renders his mtercekbn prevalent. He is an advo* 
cate, a successful advocate with the FATHER. Why? 
because he is JESUS CHRIST the righteous From 
hence results his ability to justify. He shall justify many^ 
saith the LORD JEHOVAH. On vs^hat consideration ? 
because he is my righteous servant-^, —This, and no other, 
is the meritorious cause of our salvation, /uda/i shall be 
saved; shall scape damnation, and inherit glory. Orj 
what account? Un account of the righfeous BRANCH 
raised up Unto —Since then our acceptance, justi¬ 

fication, and salvation j since our comfort in time, and our 
happiness to eternity, all depend upon the righteousness of 
CHRIST; how should we delight in contemplating its 
^aultles&i its inalchless, its Iranscen^nt e-yLceWeuey \ —Grand! 
all-sufficient! in every circumstance perfect!—Nothing 
equal to it, on earth, in heaven, throughout the universe!—• 
Surpassing the multitude of our sins and the enormity of 
our guilt! surpassingni, that men can express, or angels 
conceive! being truly, properly, absolutely Divine. 

And is this righteousness mine? Is this rigliteousness 
yours, Theron? is this righteousness free for every sinner? 
pleasing, captivating, rapturous thought!—Who can forbear 
exulting and triumphing, in the boundless blessing! On 
^uch an occasion, methinks, some sallies of Enthusiasm, or 
even some starts of tautology, are the language of sensi¬ 
bility, of property, of nature, 

Isaiah thought it such an inexhaustible source of joy, as 
• should fill, more than fill the heart of sinners. Should 
overflow all bounds, and pervade the whole creation,? 
Should ascend to the highest, descend to the lowest, reach 
the remotest, and affect even the most insensible parts of 
the universe. Therefore be cries j sing, O ye heavens; for 
the LORD, the J-ORD himself, hath done it. Out justify¬ 
ing righteousness is finished; finished by JEHOVAH, so-i 
* journed in human flesh. Shout ye lower parts of the earth : 
breah forth into singing, ye mountains: Ojorest, and every 
tree therein, join and augment the general joy. For the 
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' JLORD has. in an infinitely magnificent and infinitely per¬ 
fect manner, redeemed Jacob > and glorified <himselt in this 
most adorable method of recovering Israel*, more than.b)^ 
all his other marvelous works.—O for the tongue of a Se¬ 
raph!—But even this would be defective; such ardour cold, 
and such energy languid. 

I have done: I add no more; I leave it—to some future 
letter? to some more laboured essay ? No; but to the hymns 
of heaven, and the adorations of eternity, to supply the de¬ 
ficiency of my acknowledgments.—In the mean time, let 
me intreat my Theron to contemplate our LORD JESUS 
CHRIS r, under that gracious and glorious character, de¬ 
scribed by the prophet, A PRIEST upon his THRONE f. 
Dignifying the sacerdotal censor by the regal diadem ; add 
ing all the honors of his eternal divinity, to the sacrifice of 
his bleeding humanity.—Then, I promise myself, you will 
find it almost impossible, not to adopt the emphatical and 
an'ent protestation of the apostle; GOD forbid, that I 
should i^lory, that I should confide, save only in the cross of 
CHRIST JESUS my LORD ;and in the consummate, di¬ 
vine, everlasting righteousness, finished on that bloody 
tree. 

When you made the tour of France and Italy ;and, cros¬ 
sing the Alps, gained the summit of some commanding 
ridge '—when you looked round, with astonishment and de- 
lighti on the ample plains, which, crouded cities, and ador¬ 
ned with places, extend their beauteous tracts below— 
when you surveyed the famous rivers, which roil in shining ' 
dignity along the fruitful vallies; stating the boundaries of 
kingdoms, and wafting plenty through the nations—when 
yyou shoTyour transported view to the ocean, whose unmea- 
;surable floods meet the arch of heaven,and terminates the 
landscape with inconceivable grandeur—'did you, then, 
choose to foregothe pleasure resulting from such a prospect, 
in order to gaze upon the the naked craggsof some adjacent 
mck,?'‘Or, could you turn your eyes from those magnificent 
objects*; and fasten them with pleased attention upon a 
^sballo^ puddle, that lay stagnating at your feet! 
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You, who have beheld fhe scene, can accomodate the 
imile, with peculiar advantage. Only I would claim the 
liberty of a trieud, and once more beg, with a benevolent 
importunity beg of you, to consider diligently this mysteri¬ 
ous righteousness, which is both GOD’s and the Christian s. 
GOD’s as to its origin and excellency. Ihe Christian s ^ 
to its use and enjoyment; ignorance of this doctrine, loads 
into two of the mo^t dangerous mistakes, and pernicious 
evils--an unavailing attempt to establish our own righteous¬ 
ness—and a fatal resolution of not submittihg to the rig i- 
teousness of GOD. Therefore, I cannot forbear transcri- 
bing into my paper, what is often breathed in supplication 

Trom mylips— , r u 

O thou GOD of infinite glory! thou G9D of u#aboun- 

ded goodness! thou GOD of immensely rich grace . who 
hast given thy own adorable SON, to be the atonement 
tor all my sins; toj^e my righteousness, my portion, an 
mv salvation—to be a better righteousness for me, than 
the most perfect obedience, performed through ten thou¬ 
sand years—to be a better portion for me, than all the 
riches in heaven above, and in the earth beneath—to e 
a more complete salvation for me, than my ^ heart cou c 
wish, or my very thoughts imagine O ! give me, give 
my friend, an enlightened understanding, that we 
know HIM that u true, and know him as our ovvn. 

us the inestimable blessing,n ^ fl 
is true, erven in thy SON JESUS ClIlilST. 

« SAUIOUlt is the true GOD, and thus to know him eUr- 

t€ » V 

My Theron needs no argument to convince Wf.’ 
such a prayer is an act ot rational and real friendship , 
the most genuine and substantial proof, that 1 am 

, :Ilis trull! Affectionate 
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Aspasio. 





LE'n’Ell IX- 


tllER-ON TO ASPASlOi 


dear ASPASIO* 

Y OtJR tw^letters have reached tny hand; and 
1 hope, they have ndf missed my heart. I misjht intonn 
you, what pleasure they gave me» and how high^ I esteem 
them. But you desire no such compUments. You oesire 
to see me impressed with the sentiments, and living under 
their influence. This would be the most acceptable ac¬ 
knowledgment to my Aspasio, because it would be the 
most happy eflFcctto^his llieron. May every day, there¬ 
fore, bripg a fresh accession of such gratitude to me, and ot 

such satisfaction to you. , • t 

To watch for my soul, and pray for my salvation, l am 
‘ thoroughly convinced, is the truest instance of rational and 
exalted fretidsblp. Every claim to that amiable character, 
is defective and rain, if it does not extend to our spiruual 
intei^fa, and our everlasting vveltare. lor which reason, A 
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fields. While, as Shakespear with his usual 
■ ueSs expresses.himself, , 
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Stood tip-toe on the mifty mountain’s top. , , 1,. v = 

Sweet was the breath of morn, arid sweetthd exhalations 
of the freshened flowers—grateful were^, the soft’Salutes of r 
the cooling zephyrs, attended' with /the eha pf , earliest 
birds-—dehghtful the sun, painting with its orient the 
chambers of the firmament, and unveiling the face of uni¬ 
versal nature. ‘ . J 

My mind, but little effected w’ith these inferior enter¬ 
tainments. was contemplating an object ot infinitely supes 
rior dignity. Contemplating that adorable BEING* who 
raised—frt)m nothing raised this stupendous system of 
things; and supports—with his word, supports the magni¬ 
ficent frame. Who (to speak in the language of bis own 
SPIRIT) openefk the eyelids af the morning, andcommandeth 
the day-sprmg to hioxo its place *, Commandeth the light 
by its punctual and pleasing ministrations, to draw aside the 
Curtain of darkness; and discover the skies, shining with 
glories; and disclose the earth, blooming with beau¬ 
ties. *" . 

. Father of Ught and U/e^ said my transported mind. 


-Thou GOOp SUPREME 1 


O t«ach me what ia gotjd I Teach me THYSELF, 
Save roc from Folly, Vatiky iind Vice, 

Erom evety low Ptirfuii! and feed my Soul 
"With Faith, with conlciou^ Pcpce and Virtu«'|>u(p, 
ruhflantial, never-fading Illils f. . 



in wonder, and lost in thougnt, I rambled cafples- 
tillij Was insensibly broughL*to the Shpre, 'Wh|c;h, 
j Jl’P^bdigiousfy high and stsong : perfectly 
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fitted, to stand an everlasting barrier*, against the irnpe- 
tuousstroke of conflicting winds, and the ponderous swe^ 
of dashing surges.—Not that the omnipotent ENGINEER 
has any need of these impregnable ramparts, Here, k is 
true they intervene j and not only repress the railing inva* 
der, but speak the supreme uncontroulable power of their ; ' 
MARER.—‘In other places, all such laboured methods ofOv 
fortification are laid, aside. The CREATOR shews the ^ 
astonished world, that|he, is confined to no expedients } 
but orders ail things, according to the pleasure of his owti 
will. He bids , a low bank or despicable sand, sustain the 
fhock, and curb the rage of furious assaulting seas. 
Though the waves thereof toss themselves; with incredible 
Bctcetie^iS^et can they not prevail; though they roar, and 
seem to menace universal destruction, jyet can they pass over f 
this slightest of mounds. 

A winding passage,broke the declivity of the descent 
and led me, by a gradual slope, to the bottom.—^The moon 
being in her last quarter, and the tide at its greatest recess 
I walked for a while, where briny waves were wont to flow. 

—The ebbing waters had left a vacant space, several fur¬ 
longs broad ; equal in length to a very extended vista, 
smooth on its surface, as the most level bowling-green i 
and almost as firm, as the best compacted causey. Inso¬ 
much, that the tread ot a horse scarce impresses it, and the 
waters of thesea never penetrate ir.—Exclusive of this wise 
contrivance, the searching waves would insinuate them¬ 
selves into the heart of the earth. The earth itself would 
he hollow as an honey-comb, or bibulous as a sponge. 
And the sea, soaking by degrees through all its cavities, 
would in process of lime, forsake its bed, and mingle with 
the plains and mountains. But tliis closely cemented or 
glutinous kind of pavement, is like claying the bottom of 
the universal qanal, so that the returning tides cousolidate|: 
rather than perforate Its substance. By keeping it j)erpek 
tiially moist, they prevent the sun from cleaving it with 
chinks*‘*-Such 1 hope, will be the case, with this soul of 
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the ■ tem’^intions ihAt befset> "Ws)e, , 

y^ill But ma> tiiey .tieveri^|^;4ij>®ri; .^:;.; 
fiMIttOfis, #r a^aiu acimittatice mta <in,y.. 
i;.lla{ie me bumble, and keep me,v»gd|bt; tea#:^me;' 

.■'Closely with my COD, and urge me 
imceon CHRIST*, Then, 


duillt^i*, with a solemn but plav^Td ^ 

T!ie^6ili6vvs,'sometinies advancing to kiss th^ Sadclsbme- 
,V’ t^imes drawing back their curly headi^ into the * .wbi- 
!* ter-ed, at their extremines, iht'> <,Ki agn'aole foam, Wnicn 
the rcHective representation or t*’,e azu’^e canopy, rot- 
ined rite appearance ol a majestic do ding mantle ; tinged 
xvi^h a beautiful blue, and edged, with fringes of sUvcT.. 

_D'jriiity and t'iegance, find, arc the insepeiabie cnatac--' 

tenstics of the CREA fOR’s workmanship. As comtoft 

and happiness, i sometimes perceive, are the very spirit,of 

his gospel, and the genuine produce of hjs commands, 

How' nuhicrous are these sands! bid an accomptant take 
" the ndmber ot them. His imagination recoils at the very 
thought. I'fumher them 1 no j not the miiiioruh part, 

: fj.jgygp ifi a thousand years. Or should time and abdity 
^ Wnce, figures would fail, and words be insufficient.”— 
rMothing in the whole round of . creation, can suggest a tuier 
' fma%, 10 represent the greatest multitude. It brings to my 
\ mind'one of the most picturesque and beautiful passages,* 

' which 1 have met with in any language, The passage oc- 


ed, it 4 may so spea*^, me ismcuiim 
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, . :6e8h upon them as clubt. andHeathgred fowls.like as 

the sea.—Rained”, is a very bold metaphon 
of popiousness**!^^ dust in' 

near some, ^p^pUlouS 
publio. rpad— } 
p8|ft#''Spoh Ihe'.-pmce4ing cbmpavisoni(.?and.''dis»ys 

a xnom 'S|rikin| 
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Isee the legions, lying heaps upon heaps; closely 

; V widged, m and proporti{)nable depth. Resem- 

those the ever working surges 

for yoars and ages, been throwing up, on the confines 
,'of the dcOan^^-f! ,* 

^ One would imagine, tins compari- 

^Soh to denote any multitude. But 

in one instance, it iS 'ihebmpetent; it falls short. In denot- ' 
ing the prptu^ liheriiilUy pf JEHOVAH to his unworthy 
creatures'. Consider the' multipUcity of conveniencies, 
corhforts, delights, which he has commanded every elem(?nt 
to afford us. Consider the various blessings which his spar* 
ing, delivering, protecting providence has vou('tisnfed us. 
Consider those better, far better things, which the gospel of 
his grace offers to ul, in this world; and which his iniin'te 
goodness has prepared for us, in an other world. Consider 
all this, and we may truly say, he poureth his benefits around 
us: he heapeth his ntercies upon us; yea, his mercies and 
his ^§aefits, are MORE m numbe?^ than the sand, 

11^ sand, in another view, excites the idea ot great ex¬ 
tent, dr large capacity. Those waters arc wide, but this 
border of encircling gravel is wider still. It may be called 
the rim of the vessel, which contains the unmeasurable 
waves. Are any arms extended to such a length, as those 
which stretch themselves quite round the world of waters 
within wfiose ample circumference, the surges of theatlan- 
tic and pecific, the billows of the northern and the southern 
• ' ocean, find room to spread, and swell, and roll at large 
once again lei me admire the uncommon boldness, and cx-v 
quisite propriety of the scriptural comparisons. They set 
forth the wisdom of Solomon, by this most apposite and 
magnificent image. GOD gave Solomon wisdom, and vn^ 
derU&nding, exceeding much ; and iargene s of heart, exlen- 
sige and chpacious, even as the sand that is upon the sea- 

sHore^ , ' . 

'' glapce on his accomplishments will evince tbe 

':cl^gfacter.—As a moralist, he spake three lhou- 
f''‘^afidfjrhverbss weighty with Sense, concisely worded, and 
««iiM.:exGdient use in the conduct of life.—As a poet, his 
ttfre <1 Ihousdud and fve; embellished (if we may 
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jtiHge from the specimen, that is come down to our hands) 
with‘the ricbev^t imagery, animated with the ten derest affec¬ 
tion, and ennobled with the most refined sentiments,—Asa 
philosopher, he had an extraordinary insight into the mys¬ 
teries of nature. For he made observations on the animals, 
which inhabit every clement; their natures, their qualities, 
their uses. He spake also of trees, from the Cedar-Tree, 
** that is in Lebanon, even to the tlys^op, that springeth 
out of the wall.*'—Yea; so tmeonfined was the compass 
of his intellectual abilities, that tie gave his heait to seek 
** and to searrii concerning all things, that are done under 
** the sun." "With such success did he prosecute his inqui- 
ties, that l/irre came of all people to heaj' the zvtsdom of Solo¬ 
mon. Studious persons, from all the neighbouring nations, 
resorted to his court; that they might learn from this con¬ 
summate scholar, .and-kindle their tapers at his lamp. What . 
added unspeakable lustre to these distinguished endowments,- 
they were so many handmaids to the great mistress of all, 
divine grace. He taught both subjects and foreigij||rs, to’ 
fear GOD and keep his commandments.” Making all 
his lectures subservient and conductive to true religion. 

Was ever mind so v^’ondertully enlarged, and so. richly 
furnished ? yet, when he cqmcs to cast up the reckoning,to' 
acquaint us with the sum total of his acquirements, hfc pla¬ 
ces this humbling acknowledgement, at the foot of the ac¬ 
count; ‘‘tliat which is wanting, cannot be numbered.’* 
Much I have searched; much 1 have found; but that 
which is wanting, that which is still to be discovered, is in¬ 
comparably more. The objects of science are anunbound- 
e<l abyss. 1 have only skimmed the surface, and coasted 
tfie shores. What remains to be explored, in those vast 
fipaccs, which lie between the range of a finite mind, and 
perfections ot the infinite GOD; this surp^asses the 
‘power of language to tell, or of arithmetic to count. If 
cannot be numbered.—Admirable man ! I know not whicli 
are most conspicuous, the humility and modesty of; his Sie^- 
timents,; the very superior strength of his facultievS and the 
'^ast compass of his knowledge; or the noble similitude, by 
which the latter are displayed. 

On one side, the ntlantic main rolled its surges from 
world to wofli*—traevife diffusion of waters 1 what' 
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a spectacle of magnificence I what an irresistible incitement 
td reverence and awe ; how it fills the mind, and amazes 
th^ imaginatibh I it is the grandest and most august object 
i under the Whole! heavens. It reminds me of thatapocalvp- 
tic vision, vyhtch jphn the inraptured seer, beheld “ As it 

were a greatlmountain burning with fiic, was cast into 
•' the sea, and the third part of the sea become blood; and 
“ the third part ofthe creatures which wore in the sea, that 
" had life, died ; and the third part of the .ships were dcs^ 
** troyed^.*^ I have not penetration enough, to discovef 
the spiritual meaning of this passage; ,but, I discern a nost 
dreadful grandeur, in its plain and literal sense,—If we 
consider the wonderful compass, and the terrible force of 
such an enormous mass of fire; if we consider its horrible 
and destructive elfects, on such a vast body of waters,as the 
third part of the ocean ; how tremendous and astonishing 
is the idea! surely, nothing but divine inspiration could sug¬ 
gest these images; ?s nothing but an almighty arm can 
execute this vengeance. Who would not lead* an eternal 
KING, that has such weapons and such artillery, reserved 
against the day of battle and warf. 

Spacious as the sea is, GOD has provided a garment, to 
cover it. Profound as the sea is, GOD has prepared swad- 
ling bands, to inwrap it. Ungovernable as it may be seem 
to us, lie over-rules it with as much as ease, as the nurse ma¬ 
nages a new-born Infant J. An infant it is before almigh¬ 
ty power; and to an infant it is compared, by JEHOVAH 
himself ; though, to our apprehension, it raves like u stupen¬ 
dous madman,—Tossing mighty beets, with their tliousands 
and millions of tons, like a tennis-brdl; and shattering them 
with their ribs of oak and iron, like an egg-shell. 

Yet if GOD commands, tiiis outrageous element opens a 
peaceful bosom, and receives liis people. It smooths the 
way for their passage, and stands a.-» bulwarks for tJieir de- 
■ fan^., They march through the midst of the sea upon dry 
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;gr6und, and the waters, m hanging lieaps, or. 
•Wouritains, are a wall itnlo them on their 
* —If he reserves his niandate, 


wne 


fusion upon arrogance, and disappgiht-'^hVd^^^^^ 
secution and cruelty.—If lie says 

surges are hushed j and the ‘quiet If 

he says destroy, even the quiesceitf 
they rise in their MAKER’S cause j aiid'ten,tb-pusand llo 
sLung with hunger, and rushing upon their pteyvafe are not 
So fierce. When he bids them execute any other commis¬ 
sion ; the horse broke to the bit, the spaniel disciplined to 
the signal, are not half so duitful and obseqious., Shall 
our passions be more wild and headstrong than the winds ; 
more turbulent and ungovernable than the billows ? For 
bid it, Almighty I^ORD! thou that rulest the raging of the 
scUy and the noise of his waves i xcs^ixdkn subdue, and calm 
the jnadness of the people, 

'Hie eye travels hard. It wanders a vast length, and 
vast breadth of fluctuating plains. It reaches the limits 
ot the horizon, where skies and waves seem to mingle. Yet 
it has scarce made an entry upon the world of waters.- - 
Was I placed on the summit of atlas, or I could, take a sur¬ 
vey from the peak of TenerlfFe, even in this commanding 
situation, I should discern no more, than the skirts of the 
great and wide sea. Tracts of amazing magnitude, swell 
and float all around ; yet tracts incomparably broader, are 
still behind and tracts ofunbounded'extent,are behind eveu 
those, ' ' 

Great then, O my soul, inconceivably , m|istvtbat 

adored and glorious SOVERElGf»J be, \vh<>Jsi4tet|i utpqh 
this flood ; and the u oild of vvater^j ^ptst^l 

to his thronef. 'Nay; whO'_holds"thj|^;.>i^bty;v’Wa^\^^^^ 
'fused as they are, from pole to 

band; aiid'^before'whoin., ii^al'h'tlteirpt^ig{opi’<^S|^nS, 
they are but as the drop of ai.bucket—Bow\ 
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6f the ground sink low enough in their own flppfehensiQhs! 
What humiliation can be sufficiently deep fot sinful mor¬ 
tals, before this High and Holy One !” Yet hoW ma^ 
they rise on th^ wings of hope ! How may they soar oh. 
the pinions of faith! When in the language of the Prophet, 
and in his own SON*8 name, they thus address the everlast¬ 
ing GOD. Jwakd ! awake I Put on strength, O artri of the 
LORD ! Awaket for our succour and security^ as in (he att^ 
tknt days, in the generations of old. Art thou ?w( It, that 
hath cut Rahab and wounded the dragon ? Jr I thou not it, 
which hath dried the sea, the waters of (he great deep f Thou 
hath made the depths of the sea, a way for the ransomed to 
pass over 

How grand, surprisingly grand and majestic, arc the 
works, as well as the attributes of an omnipotent BRING 1 
. What are all the canals in all the kingdoms of the earth, 
compared with this irj;^mense reservato’*y ? What are ail the 
superb edifices, erected by ro)al munificence, compared 
with yonder cave of the skies! and what are the most com¬ 
mon illuminations of theatres and triumphant cities, compa¬ 
red with the resplendent source of day f They are a spark, 
and atom, a drop,—Nay, in every spark, and atom, and 
drop, wliich proceeds from the hand of the ALMIGH TY, 
(here is the manifestation of a wisdom and a power abso¬ 
lutely iricOmprehehsible. 

us examine a single drop of water, the very lea^t 
quantity, which the eye can discern j only so much as will 
■ just adhere to the poirit of a needle. In this almost imper¬ 
ceptible speck, a famous philosopher eomputes no less than 
thirteen thousand globules. Amazing to conceive ! Impos¬ 
sible to explicate !—If then in so small a speck, abundant¬ 
ly more than ten thousand globules exist, what myriads of 
anyriads must ftoat irithe unmeasurable extent of the ocean ! 
Let the ablest arithmetician try to comprehend in his mind, 
not the internal constitution, but only the nnnibefs of these? 
fluid particles. As well may he grasp the winds in his fist,, 

Nn 
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Of mete the universe with his span, as to exfcutc the task. 
•i**Ifthen we are utterly unable to num)je^t (which is the 
sUper^dsI of all researches) even the most common 
works o|p1e great JEHOV AH ; how can we pretend to 
jay open the secrets, and penetrate the recCssCs of his infi¬ 
nite mind ! how can we pretend to investigate, the whole 
process, and solve all the difficulties, of that highest and 
deepest of the divine schemes, REOEMPttON. 

I ^ve sometimes been offended, I must confess, Aspasio- 
When you have enlarged upon the mystenoustruths of chris 
tianity. And I have often been surprised, to observe, in 
our lord’s character, the joint appearance of human 
weakness and heavenly majesty. To see him encompassed 
with every bodily want, and every innocent infirmity ; yet 
claiming every divine pertection, every attribute of that 
peerless ONE, who shares not his glory with another.—But 
1 perceive, the beam was in mine own eye, when 1 fancied 
the mote was in my friend’s. The mist was not on the 
scriptures, but darkness on my own apprehensions. 

Is there, in every ray of light, and every particle of mat¬ 
ter, a depth of contrivance unfathomable by the line of any 
human understanding ? And shall there be nothng abstruse 
or profound, nothing but what is level to our scanty appre¬ 
hensions, in the great * thingsof GOD’s law, and the glori¬ 
ous t things of bis gospel ? To expect this, is just as wise 
in itself, and just as congruous to nature, as to expect—a 
^ea, whose cavities migiit have been digged by our spade— 
a sky,'whose arches are unmeasurable by our compasses^— . 
a sun, whose orb may be included in our lanthorns. 

When therefore 1 read of ONE uncreated and eternal 
PEING, subsisting in TO REE divine PERSONS 5 when 
I hear ot an infinitely pure and perfect GO0, made flesh 
for the redemption ot sinful men ; when 1 meditate on the 
tighteous and universal JUDGE, reconciiing the world un¬ 
to himself, by the death of his own $GN ;—when a thou- 
iiand cUrHous and inquisitive thoughts are ready to arise on 
♦he occasion j 1 wilt bid them first sound the depths^ a 
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:^|ngle drop, and then apply their plummet to the boundless 
ocean. This I am very sure, is not weak credulity, not 
wild enthusiasm j but the maturest dictate of reason, and 
the very precision.—Let then the great CREATOR ni^e 
that sublinie declaration ; " As the heavens are higher than 

the earth, so are my ways, than your ways; and my 
“ thoaghts than your thoughts'^.” Let every human crea¬ 
ture add that humble acknowledgement: “ O the depths of 
** the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of GOD ! 
“ How unsearchable are his judgements, and his ways past 
“ finding out f !” And not devotion only, but reason an 
truth, and will say Amen to both. 

You say, Aspasio, how I am trying to adopt your spirit. 
You will observe the willing scholar, though not the great 
proficient.—But stay ! Is this right ! To divert trom such 
tSbmmanding subjects, and take notice of mere punctilios ? 
—My friend may spare his frowns. I am surprised and 
am angry at myself. Away with the little arts of self-re- 
cemraendation. Self should be forgot, should be swallow'- 
ed up and lost in devout astonishment, when we are view¬ 
ing Ae magnificence, and meditating on the wonders of 
creation. 

Behind me, and far off to the North, Cambria’s dusky 
coasts just, and but just emerged. Lost were all her woods 
and mountains. Instead of ornamented towns, and culti¬ 
vated plains, a confused mist, or a low-hung cloud, seemed 
to hover on the ocean's remotest brim.—Behind me ! re¬ 
membrance is roused at the expression, and conscience 
sharpens her sting. Ah ! how often and, how long, have 
I treated in this very manner, the noblest senses, and the 
sublimest joys! Have turned my back—ungrateful and be¬ 
sotted creature!—upon the heavenly country, and wandered 
from the regions.of infinite delight 1 Therefore they now 
appear dim. 1 have scarcely a glimpse of their transcen¬ 
dent excellencies. Or if 1 see by faith, it is with frequent 
*fiijtermission&i and much obscurity^ 
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■^;^-arp pie, O thou GOD of my salvation, .turn nic from 
p^/siiing pjhantomi, pud attach me to thy bJessed self. Let 
he henceforth steer im invftrlable course to IMMANy- 
EUs kingdom. May its treasures, as I advance, open to 
view, and its glories brighten in my eye, O! may 
$ome odours, better, far better^ than Sabcean spicy odours*, 
exhale from the delectable hills, and the celestial shores!— 
But chiefly thou eternal SPIRIT breathe upon my soul, 
both by thy convincing and comforting influences! nor ever 
cease to swell my sails, and speed my progress; till I arrive 
at the (and, that is x'erij Jar off. That happy land, where / 

shall see the KING, the KING of grace and of glory, in 
all his transcendent and ineffable beauty f. 

On my left-hand, stood a range or mouMainous cliffs, 
X4»cy arose not sloping, but in a perpendicular direction, 
Bocks piled on rocks ! Huge ; black ; horrid ; Frowiqj^ 
over tl.c flood, and extending themselves, as fpr as the eye 
could reach. II^re, bending inwards to the land ; there, 
bell)nig out into the deep; every where projecting^a shade 
several leiigues a cross the ocean. 

The height of these cliffs so formidable, that every hu- 
nfian creature w]:o t omes near tne si mmit, starts back /er- 
' rifted and aghast. Only a tew sttagliug goats venture to 
. graze op the lop ; .and these to a person walking below, 
appear but as speejes of moving white. While the sea- 
mews, that winnow the air about the middle steep, look 
like winged animancules, pursuing their little sports in a 
different region.—The aspect of these cliffs so wild and 
horrid, it is impossible to behold them without a shivering 
drejjtd. ITe spectator is apt to imagine, that nature had 
formerly suffered some violent convulsions^ or been shap 
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jTered by the flamin® bolts ; and that these are the dismem¬ 
bered remains of the dreadful stroke. The ruins, not o( 
PcrsepoUs or Palmyra^ but of the world ! 

Amazing ! What adventurous daring creature is yonder# 
gathering samphire from the cavites ot the rock ! He has lefe 
himself down several fathoms beneath the black and dizzy 
summit,—gleans a poor livelihood, from the edges of dan¬ 
ger, shall i say ? Rather from the jarw of death. I can, 
not discover the rope, to which he clings. He seems to 
be suspended over the tremendous precipice, by a thread, 
by a hair, by nothing.—Til look no longer. The very sight 
chills my veins. While 1 view his perilous elevation ; I can 
think of nothing but a headlong downfal, and fractured 
bones ; of brains left to reek on the pointed crags, and strea¬ 
ming on the discoloured beach. 

Suppose (if the mind can bear so shocking a supposition) 
some poor wretch, exposed on the brow of this stupendous 
promontory ; without any support of his feet; and cleaving 
only to a 'veak slender shrub, which but just adheres to the 
crevices {>t the rock. What tumultuous throbbings seize hi* 
breast ? What a dying paleness invades his checks ? What 
agonies of fear rend his heart ? As he bangs, projecting over 
Jhe ragged precipice ; and surveys the ocean deep, wond¬ 
rous deep below !—he bough gives way. His only hope 
fails. It yields more and more to his weight. Good hea¬ 
vens He sinks I He sinks ! O ! for some friendly hand, to 
snatch him from perishing; millions millions of gold, were 
the cheap purchase of such a mercy. 

There was a time, my soul when thou wast in a situa¬ 
tion, equally shall I say ? Incomparably more dangerous, 
loitering, not only on the verge of life, but on the very 
brink of hell. Qlten remember thy peril. Often review 
the formidable scene. Stand in silent recollection, upon 
the edges of the precipice, to which sickness led thee; 
on which death pursued thee; and from which both were 
confederated to cast thee headlong.—Look down into the 
yawning guiph^ and the bottomless abyss. See the infer¬ 
nal prison, and the sinners that are gone to their own place. 
Hear them weeping and wailing,[the gnashing of their teeth, 
and tiieir int-onsolable anguish. Observe the chj^ins of 
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‘■p^tknessj the devouring flame, and the everlasting burn- 
’%8s- Couldst thou have dwelt in that lake.of Areand brim* 
’itoiie ? ^ouidst thou have taken up thy abode amidst those 
|iielUsh*\flends? Couldst thou have lingered out eternal ages, 
}n thdt insupportable and inconceivable woe?—Bless then 
iUiore and ble^s the compassionate arm, which was stretched 
out|; ,5h the very article of need, rescue thee from this great, 
hpprdachih^j endlej^s perdition. Never, never forget that 
gracious voice, w^hich ^aid^in accents sweeter than the mu- 
teic of the seraphic choir—“ deliver him from going down 

into the pit. , Let his health be restored, and his day of 
** grace be prolonged.*’. 

In some places, the bifleons ruins not' only tower to the 
skies, but lean over the strand. Prominent and frightfully 
pendulous, they nod horror,and threaten destruction on all 
jbelow. A person congratulates hirnself, When he has got 
clear of the bending precipice; and can hardly forbear 
tivinking, that the enormous load is withheld by some un« 
seen band, till the execrable wretch, doomed to a most 


astonishing vengeance, is come within reach of the blow. 
And truly, if he had the strength of the elephant, or the 
^mness of the Behemoth, this' must grind him to powder, 
or even crush into atoms. 

.. How awful to consider! that there is a day coming, when 
wicked potentates, and haughty monarchs, will beg of yon¬ 
der seas, to yawn compassionately deep, and hide them in 
fheir darkest abysses j bide them them the piercing eye, 
and avenging sword, of inflexible justice.—That there is a 
coming, when the soft voluptuary, the wanton beauty, and 
all the ungodly of the earth, will beseech those tremendous 
iddgcs with their unsupportable burden of rocks, to rush 
down upon their guilty heads *, If, by this means, they 
may be screened from the infinitely more dreaded weight of 
djvitte indignation, ’ 

f ymn are their cries; and vainer still would be their re- 
Tuge> diould their passionate requests be granted. Can 
floods CQificcal the impious wretches j when the abysses of 


♦ Rev. iv. J|, iR 




tmtOTS TO ASfA$IO. 


071 


the ocean shall be laid bare, and the foundations Of the 
world be discoy'^ied ? when the caverns of the earth, and;, 
the bottoms mount dns, shall be vissible as the nak-f 

ed plain fibcks secrete an obnojcious rebel'; wh^ti 

rocks, wi|b all^fheir marble quarries, and adamaptine ea-i 
trails, shall di^^blte like melting wax ? when hills, thati 
plunjTe their roots to the center, and lose their towering f 
heads in air, shall start from their affrighted base, and flee, 
away like chaff before the wind?—Good GOD! What" 
racking anguish must they jeel! what inexpressibly sevetef 
torment must theywhocan implore, ardently implore 
as a most desirable favour, what imagination ‘Uself shud^rs 
to conceive. 

In some places, these mountainous declivities lift their 
brow aloft; plant theii; basis deep; and, instead of portend¬ 
ing a fall, defy the fury of the most impetuous elements, 

• Firmly consolidated, and stedfastly established, they have 
withstood the united, <he repeated assaults of wlo and' 
waves, through a long series of revolving ages.— i hl sa¬ 
cred writers, 1 observe, select almost all the striking images, 
which the. whole creation affords; in order to communicate 
their heavenly ideas, with the greatest advantage. Isaiah 
describing the security of the righteous, takes his compari¬ 
son from the grand spectacle before my eyes. *■ He shall 
“ diivell on high ; his place of defence shall be the miini- 
“ tions of rucks’’^”; inaccessible as those lofty ridges, ira- 
-moveable as tlveir everlasting foundations. 

Should it be asked, what tiiese munitions of rocks may;; 
signify?—1 yvou'd find two places of refuge and safeguard, 
pointed out in scripture ; to either of which, 1 believe, the 
metaphor is applicable. He had horns of his hand i there 
Wcis thehidlnj^ of his pozver'f. Uncontroulable and omni¬ 
potent power was lodged in the great JEHpVAH’s hand^ 
and this was the sure defence, this the impregnable garri¬ 
son, for .all his people.— L'he church ot CIlRiSr is said tO 
be in the clefts of the rock J : that spiritual rock, of whidb 
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5;|hfc/jFrd<?//Vef drank in the Wilderness; yerierabie and prc-* 
:'\'dousclefts were opened, when the bloody spear tore up 
)the REDEEMER’S side, and cut a wide and deadly pas¬ 
sage to his heart. Surely, the inhabitdnts of fhis rock have 
reason to sing*. What should disquiet thetn? \Vho can 
destroy them ? Why should not the voice of joy be ip their 
dwellings, and that hymn of holy triumph in theif mouths? 
We have a strong city: Salvation hath GOD appointed, 
salvation itself, for walls and bulwarks f.—Happv should 
I think myself, if I was interested in this SAVIOUR^ and 
established on this ^ck. 

Yonder on the summit of the most cohspIcUoits cliff, is 
erected a grand and stately pile. At the top, my glass dis^ 
covers a superb lanthorn ; at the foot are the huts of fisher-* 
men, surrounded with various sorts of nets—It is, I suppose 
a Light-house. Intended to apprise the sailor, of his dan^ 
ger ; and shew!^ him, where the shelves lurk, and where the 
whirlpool boils. Or else to point out the course he should 
steer; and conduct him into a safe road, and secure har-* 
hour. 

Both the situation, and design of the building read me a 
lesson: the one ot awful admonition, the other, of com¬ 
fortable instruction.^—Comfortable instruction. How ma^ 
sy and ponderous is the edifice! yet, there is not the least 
reason to be apprehensive, of failure or insufficiency, in 
the foundation. Was the structure ten thousand times lar¬ 
ger ; was its weight ten thousand times greater; the solid 
rock would support it, with the utmost ease, and the ut-- 
anost steadiness. Such is CHRIST; such are . his nlerits ; 
such his gloiious righteousness, to those wise and blessed 
.souls, who rest all the weight of their eternal interests on 
him alone. Such, did I say ? much surer. For the mourt- 
fains may depart, and the hills may be removed but this 
divine basis can never sink, can never be shaken.—Awful 
idraonition. For, it recals to my memory that alarming, 
y!pt welcome tcxt§, w’hich you styled the spiritual light- 
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house. Which has been as serviceable, to my distressed 
imnd, and bewildered thoughts j iis such an illuminated 
vyatch-tower, to the wandering and benighted mariner. 
May I often view it! ever attend to its taithful direction I 
and be with-held, by its interposition, from that devouring 
gulph, and that destructive shoal, dependence on selt-righ- 
teousness. Be led, by its influence, into the Haven—the 
fair and happy Haven of salvation and grace. 

Now 1 have mentioned havens, I cannot but admire the 
state and disposition of the shore. 1 sec even in its rude 
and shapeless form, a most pleasing display oi divine good¬ 
will to men.--In arranging this vast assemblage ot carlii 
and water, the ALAIIGHTY disposer has kept a continu¬ 
al eye upon our beneht. Were the shores straigi'.t, like the 
walls of our garden j or smooth, like some polished globe; 
the} might seem more orderly and grace!ul. But how dc- 
tiimental such a piece of’delicacy, to navigrUion, to con:*- 
merce, and the pros))erity of human alTairs ! Our ships, in 
stormy weather, w’ould be like stragling parties of vanquish¬ 
ed and flying troops; pursued by an enr: ged enemy, and 
shutout from every fortress, every place ol reiuge. 

This GOD’s infinite wisdom foresaw, and his infinite 
goodness determined to prevent. For which purpose, he 
made the boundaries of the great deep, not even and sliape- 
ly, but most advantageously ragged and irregular.—Here, 
the earth is scooped and excavated, f.m many miles ; as if 
it had been bored, by some prodigiously largo auger.— 
'fhere it sinks, an^l turns, and winds, somewhat like the 
wards of a Jock ; giving easy admis'ioii to our ships and 
fleets, but barring the access of turious and destructiv e sur¬ 
ges.—Y'^ondcr, two huge promonroiies, horrible to benold 
advance, as it were woth haughty strides, into the deep. 
They frown over abyss but lo^jk, with the m^ist smiling as- 
.pect, on the weather-beaten bark. Amidst the arms of 
these frightful, but Iriendi) dills, the sailor and his vessel 
find shelter, repose, and saiety,— In one or other of tlicie 
various harbours, they drop their tear, as they drop their 
anchor; and defy the rage of rcn)pc.sis, and care not tor all 
the madness ol l!:e ocean. 

O o 
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How many thousands and millions of lives, has this V:ind 
provisionary safeguard, rescued from destruction! Without 
these most commodious receptacles the sea would be cover¬ 
ed with wrecks; and the waves be little better, than a grave 
to the mariners. Bnt, putting into some hospitable port, 
they are beyond the reach of danger. Though bowling 
winds rend the sky, and fiercest hurricanes toss the sea, 
they abide in perfect security. Thus they abide, till the 
storm is hushed; till the billows subside; and a calm takes 
place. 

Such, methinks, is the state, the happy slate of the righte¬ 
ous. Who can sav, in faith and in truth, the eternal GOD 
is our refuge. What haven can be so safe, as his omiJipo- 
tent protection ? As the arth of bis power, and tKi§ wings 
of his providence ? In the midst of perils, their persons are 
secure. Surrounded by enemies, their persons are undis¬ 
mayed. Even when it shall liail, coming down on the fo¬ 
rest ; and the city shall be low in a low place ; thy people 
O LORD, shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in 
quiet resting-places^. 

Let me but once again survey those rude bnt majestic 
elevations, those wild but noble deformities, the cliffs,— 
Fortifications, reared by an Almighty hand, to protect us at 
once from warring elements, and invading enemies.—Ram¬ 
parts, \^hich oveilook and command the ocean ; and view¬ 
ed by distant mariners, seem to touch or prop the sky. 
Which have surrounded our isle ever since the universal de¬ 


luge, and will be her never failing cietenee even to the ge¬ 
neral confiagration. — If some opiniated engineer should 
take it in his head, to suspect the stability yt tiiose unshaken 
bulwarks; if he should make proposals for strengthening 


■ them with buttresses, or girding them round with cramping 
irons ! How would his })ro',ect be received ? With appro¬ 
bation and applause r Or vitii the sneer of contempt, aiui 
the hiss of indignation ? “ I'ool that he is ! To think of en- 


“ larging and corroborating these magnificent and evevlast- 
ing works of nature, by the puny piddllngs of art T’— 
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Such, SO foolish and,preposterous, is that once favourite 
conceit, of-adding my own performances, in order to in¬ 
crease the justitying efficacy of CHRIST’S obedience. 
What a disparagement this to the great the divine foundar 
tion ! Which for the support of burdened, and the security 
of indangered sinners, is sufficient—is self-sufficient—is all 
sufficient. 

Hark ! Whence is that shrill noise ? It is what Milton 
calls, the sea-mew’s clang. I look round and find her by 
her voice. How she plays on the breeze, and b])orts on the 
surge ! Free as the first, unconfined as the last. Sometimes 
1 see her sweeping the lofty cliffs, or skimming the level 
deep. Sometimes I behold her springing in the air, and 
soaring far above the summit of the Admiral’s mast. Anon 
she shoots as low into the heart of the ocean, loses our sight 
and seems lost to the world. On a sudden, the feathery 
diver emerges; shakes the brine on her wings; rises on 
those strong pinions j .,and with a trium))hant scream, flits 
along the shores, or sails through the skie.s. 

How wonderfully has PROVIDENCE fitted this and 
some other animals, to sojourn in eitlier elcn\ent ? Be they 
in the moist or dry, in the dense or rare, in the buoyant at¬ 
mosphere or the overwlielrning flood, it is all alike to them. 
They are citizens of either region ; and are presented, if I 
may so speak, with the freedom both of sea and land.—Is 
not this a significant emblem oi that happy temper, descri¬ 
bed by St. Paul, and exemplified in his conduct. “ I have 

learned, in whatever state I am, therewith to be content,, 
“ 1 know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
** abound. Every wdiere, and in all things, 1 am instruct- 
** ed, both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and 

to suffer need *. 

Now we behold liim in prosperity. He rides upon the 
high places- of the earth, with sun shine all around him.— 
He is received as CIIIt 1ST JESUS, and respected as an 
angel of GOD. People are willing to pluck out their own 
eyes, and give them to him.—Ere long the scene shifts. 
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$ind we behold him in adversity. He is smitten into the 
‘ place of dragons, and covered with the shadow of death. 
His own familiar friends forsake him* His enemies come 
about him like exasperated bees. And the general cry is» 
“ away with such a fellow from the earth.”—Yet what 
equanimity is preserved amidst these startling, revolutions! 
,Iike the Caspian sea, which neither ebbs nor flows, he is 
still the same : the same humble, zealous, heayenly-minded 
Christian. Unchanged by vicissitude, he stoops with dig¬ 
nity, or ascends with ease. Alacrity in his business, and 
complacency in his condition, are his inseparable atten¬ 
dants. In all i/iings approving himself the minister of GOD^ 
and the friend of man.—But let us hear his own words. 
They are inimitably beautiful. I never read, in any author, 
a greater sublimity of sentiment ^ and I never observed, in 
any description, a more genuine magnificence of spirit. 

As amphibious animals live and move, either in air or 
water; so says the apostle, we pass unhurt and unalTected, 
tln'oiigh honor and dishonor^ through evil report and good re¬ 
ports As deceivers, and pet true ; as unknoiim, and yet ivclL 
knoxen ; as dying, and behold we live ; as chastened, and not 
killed; as sorrowjid, pet always rejoicing ; as poor, pet mak- 
ing wanp rich ; as having nothing, yet possessmg all things 
'U''hat a noble superiority to all external circumstances.— 
This is liberty indeed. He is more than conqueror over 
every wrong and over all tribulation. 'I'his is the exalted 
character. This the truly great man. 

How changeable is the face of this liquid element! not* 
long ago, there was nothing, from this stony boundary, to 
the horizon’s utmost verge, but the wildest tumult and 
most horrible confusion. Now the stormy flood has smooth¬ 
ed, its rugged brow, and the watery uprore is lulled into a 
proiound tranquility. Where rolling mountains rushed and 
raged, threatening to dash the clouds, and deluge the earth; 
there the gentlest undulations play, and only just wriijkle 
'the surface of the mighty bason. Where the dreadful 
abyss opened its wide and unfathomable jaws, to swallow 
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up the trembling sailor, and his shattered vessel; there a 
calm and clear expanse diffuses its ample bosom, alluring 
the fish to bask in the sun, and inviting the sea-fowl to 
watch for their prey. 

I n this fair floating mirror, I see the picture of every 
cloud, which passes through the regions of the sky. But 
in its uncertain and treacherous temperature, I see more 
plainly the inconstant and ever variable condition of human 
affairs.—Yonder go the ships. Some associated, like con- 
stellatbns in the expanse of heaven. Some solitary, like 
planets on the etherial road. Two or three arc perfectly 
distinguishable. Their sails are all expanded. They swell 
to the breeze, and catch the rambling gales. Their keel 
ploughs the wave, and their hull shaves the level deep.— 
'I’he mariners, delighted with these peaceful seas, and this 
serene, soothing state of things, have, perhaps no appre¬ 
hensions of danger. They think not of the irresistible 
storms, which may gather around them; nor of the ship¬ 
wrecked dead, that lie buried beneath them. I wish them 
a prosperous voyage. Yet, sincerely as I wish it, I durst 
not undertake to insure it. Soon may clouds darken the 

I pe, and lightenings glare amidst the gloom. Soon may 
e winds howl, and tlie tempest rave. Nor man, nor an- 
k can ascertain the coritinuence of thig halcyon weather, 
miuch as a single day, or even to the next hour.—And 
1: me not fondly promise myself an uninterrupted tenor of 
renity in my mind, or of prosperity in my circumstances, 
toetimes, indeed, my heart exults under the smile of hea- 
K and the favour of GOD. Bat soon; ah ! too soon I 
n clouded with fear, and oppicssed with corruption. I 
sigh out that passionate acknowledgement, wretched man 
that I am! and add that wishful inquiry, who shall deliver 
me?—For thiS'disordered state of things, the afflicted pa¬ 
triarch’s complaint, is the most apposite motto, and the 
most wholesome memento; changes and war are around 
me’ But there is a world, where disastrous revolutions 
will be known no more. Where our enjoyments will no 
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longer fluctuate like the ocean, hut Se more stedfast than 
the rocks, and more immoveable than the shores, 

Jn this world, we are never secure. Calamity comes like 
a. thief in the night j at a hour when we are not aware ; and 
from a quarter, which we did not suspect. Outol such a come- 
posed sea, which is the very image ot tranquility, sonle- 
dmcs destruction rises. And rises in its most dreadful form. 
—A prodigious dctatchment of water issues from the deep ; 
and, by some unknown but wondrous force, advances in 
the upper regions. It spreads amidst the clouds, or be¬ 
comes itself a black and horrid cloud. The sea boils, as 
the whirling column ascends ; and the air roars, as it re¬ 
ceives the unusual weight. Laden with ruin, and big with 
death, the tremendous meteor lours. It hovers for ii while 
on the groaning atmosphere ; as tho’ it w^as singling out its 
prey, or taking the surest aim. Tlien bursts—in a moment 
bursts, and with irresistible impetuosity bills. The rock, 
torn from the summit ot a mountain, and thundering down 
the cliffs, plunges not into the foaming brine, with lialf the 
fury or half the noise. The very ocean is startled at the 
shock * ** .—But if a ship, an unfortunate ship, happens to be 
within the reach of this precipitated deluge, alas ! no strength 
of timber can sustain, no art of sailors can elude the blow. 
All is lost. The vessels is dashed into shivers, or sinks like 
lead in the mighty waters.*—So, only ten thousand times 
deeper, must sinful men have sunk ; .sunk, under the wrath 
of GOD and the curse of the law, had not our gracious 
REDEEMER bore the burden of both, in his own body on 
the tree. 

Here, I see an immense collection of waters, in a state of 
deep repose. Could I extend my view to some remoter 
tracts, 1 should behold every thing smoother and calmer still. 


• V/e hwe a very remsjkable and tornhle account of a water-fpout, recorded in the 
Pbilofophical tranfa6Mons. —•" A fpoui {,\nno 171!.) I.rcakmg on EnioU-nioor, near 

** Coin in LancaHiire, the ronntry was inimeL!i.uely overllown a brook, in a few mi- 
“ nutej, rote Ijx feet perpei.flicubrly high; the ground, wiieron the ipout fell, winch 
“ wasTixty feet over, was lore up to the \ery rock, winch was no lels than leven ieei 
** deep ; and a deep gulp made for above li.ilf a in.le, the c jrth being railed on eithet 
fide in great heaps,*’—Wliat were the ftouteR fhip b-.ieitli futh a load of (ailing wa¬ 
ters? lyikeaa uudjr the weight of a ig'ramid. 
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It frequently happens, on the eastern coasts of Africa, that 
not a ridge, swells, nor a furrow sinks, the surface of the 
ocean. 'Tis all like a glassy plain. The waves are asleep. 
Not a gale stirs. Even the downy feather, hung on the cor¬ 
dage, is motionless. The sea stagnates. The mariner is 
becalmed ; and his vessel reels, but scarcely creeps.— 
Whereas, could I survey the straits of Magellan, or the gut 
of Gibralter, I should find a very striking dillerence. There, 
the waters pour with vehemence, and rush forwards with 
impetuosity. All is there in strong agitation, and rapid 
progress. The ship is whirled through the narrow pas¬ 
sage ; and rides, as it were, on the wheels of the surge, or 
on the wings of the wind.—This, my dear Aspasia, is a true 
image of what I have been, and of what I am. Some 
months ago, when I was insensible of guilt, all my prayeis 
were listless, and all my religion was a kind of spiritual 
lethargy. I felt not in my heart what I uttered with my 
tongue. Hosannahs were but an empty ceremony, and 
contessions froze on my formal lips.—But, since the SPI¬ 
RIT of GOD has awakened me from my dream, and con¬ 
vinced me of sinfulness, I cannot no longer be satisfied 
with indolent and yawning devotions, trials and tempta¬ 
tions put strong cries into my mouth. My soul mourns be¬ 
fore my LORD : my desires plead with the blessed GOD: 
and I am ready to say, as the patriarch of old, I cannot, 
‘ 1 must not, I will not let thee go, unless thou bless me 
I see no flocks of sheep, w ith sober assiduity, nibbling 
the grassy plains. No lambs, with innocent gaiety, and in 
little parties oi pleasure, frisking along the sunny banks. 
Mere are no stabies for the generous steed, nor pastures 
for the lusty heifer. Nevertheless, these watery regions are 
stocked with colonics ot proper and peculiar inhabitants. 


Inhabitants ! Is such a thing possible ? Can any creature 
live in lliis suffocating dement? Can they move and act, 
propagate their species, and continue from generation to 
generation; were we, ii ininersed but a few minutes, ine¬ 
vitably perish ?—’'Ms wonderful indeed! What wc could 
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iliot have believed, had we dot seen with out eyes, or kdowii 
by sure experience, The existence and history of fishes, 
l^vithout the comment; of experience, j w'ould have semed a 
philosophical romafifcei something to imagination amusing, 
but in reality impossible.—Yet, though the almighty pow¬ 
er of our GOD, not only living creatures, but the greatest 
of living creatures are formed from uuder the waters 
In number countless, and in bulk matchless. Yea, and 
have their being, life, and health, in what we reckon the 
seat of suftbeation and death, 

They are all clothed and accoutred, in exact conformity 
to the clime. Not in sw^elling wool, or buoyant feathers; 
not in a Sowing, robe, or a full trimmed suit j but with as 
much compactness, and with as little swperfluity, as possible. 
They are clad, or rather sheathed in scales. Whicli adhere 
closely to their bodies, and are always laid in a kind of na¬ 
tural oil. Than which apparel nothing can be more light; 
at the same time nothing more solid, and nothing so smooth. 
It hinders the fluid from penetrating their flesh; it prevents 
the cold from coagulating their blood ; and enables them 
to make their way through the waters with the utmost faci ] 
lity. If, in their rapid progress, they strike against any 
bard substance, this their scaly doublet breaks the force of 
the blow j and effectually secures them, from casualties, at 
least from harm. 

Their shape is slender and tapering ; fitted to divide the 
waters, and to traverse, with the least obstruction, a very 
resisting medium.—Their tail is extremely flexible. It 
consists of vigorous muscles, and acts with uncommon agi¬ 
lity, By its alternate impuae, it causes a progressive motion ; 
and by repeated strokes, it darts tlie wlioie body to anydis- 
tance. They have each a cur'ous instrument f, by which 
they increase or diminish their specific gravity; sink like 
lead, or float like a cork ^ rise to what height, ordescend to 
what depth, they please.—Wherc*ever I turn my view, I 
perceive a wisdom, perpetually fruitful of designs j a power, 
completely executing whatever is projected 5 a goodness, 


* Job, xs/i, 5 . 
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still. Still comiminicating comfort and happiness—commu¬ 
nicating tham, in various, unsuspected, innumerable ways ; 
—=-nay, communicating them, both by what is witVilicld, 
and by what is imported ! as these creatures have, proba¬ 
bly, no occasion for the sense of hearing ; as the impressions 
of sound pave very little, if any existence in their habita¬ 
tion ; to have given them tlie usual furniture of ears, would 
have been an incumbrance, rather than a benefu. 

This is the abode orLcviarhcn, hugest of living creatures. 
Before wliom the broad-limbed elephant, e.nd the tall¬ 
necked cainei, are mere shrimps. A. strctched-out promonto¬ 
ry, when h.c sleeps; a moving island, when he swims; 
“ making the sea to boil like a pot ” when, unvveidily 
wallowing, he lakes hi.s ])rodigi(jus pastime.'—Here, the 
voracious sliark, that assassin of the finny nafions, roams 
and connnits his ravages; imbrues liis horrid fangs, and 
marks liis rapid path, with blood.—Here dwelt that great, 
and greatly :.urprising*fish, whose fierceness and avidity th.e 
Almighty SOVEREIGN em[)joycd as his pursuivant, tc>' 
arrest a fugitive prophet. Whose am]j!e j.cvvs, or capaci¬ 
ous entrails, w^ere the dungeon to confine a rebellious sub¬ 
ject, and the cabin to lodge a penitent ollender. Wliose 
bulk and strength and speed were a kind of vessel, trans¬ 
porting tills convict to the bottom ol the mountains, and 
the bars of the earth After the criminal was sufficiently 
chastised and properly humbled, they served as a galley 
with oars, to convey him safe to land. 

In the same clement resides, (at least takes up part of his 
residence) that formidable monster, who is made witliout 
fear, and has not his like upon earth. He esteemeth the 
pointed iron as straw, and ponderous brass as rotten wood. 
His heart is as hard as a piece of nctl'cr millstone, and its 
scales are a coat of impenetrable mail. Strength not to bo 
resisted, much less to be subdued, lies instrenched in his si¬ 
newy neck. His eyes are like the eyehds oi the opening 
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day j and when he rolls those glaring orbs, there seems to be 
another morn risen on mid-moon. His teeth are terrible, 
jagged for rapine, and edged with death. His throat is as 
a bunding furnace ; clouds of smoke are poured from his 
mouth. None, no not the most resolute, dare provoke 
him to the combat, or even stir him up from his slumbers. 
He longeth at the shaking of the spear, and sorrow march- 
cth in triumph before him *. Whenever he raiseth him¬ 
self, the mighty are afraid ; where-ever he advancetb, ruin 
is there.— If a mere creature is capable of spreading such 
alarm and dread ; how greatly is the CREAd’OR himself 
to be feared ! who can turn the most harmless inhabirant 
of the ocean, into a ravenous aHlgator, or a horrid croco¬ 
dile ! who can arm every reptile of the ground, with all the 
force and ra'^^o of a lion ! 


’d'is inlpo^.^ible to enter on the muster-roll, tliose scaly 
lierd.3 and that nTinuter fry, which graze the sea-weed, or 
stray, through the coral groves, d'hey are innumerable, as 
the sands which lie under them ; countless, as the waves 
wh.ieb ciwer them.—Here arc uncouth animals, of mon~ 
.v/rovr shapes ■]', and ama;j'fii> qualihes. Some, that have 
been discovered by the mcpiisitive eye of man ; and many 
more, that remain amo ig the secrets ot the iioary deep.— 
Here are sholes and sholcs, of various c!iaracter.s,'and ot the 
diversiiied sizes ; from the whale, whose flouncings 

“ tempest the oce.o',” to tlie eiyincsccnt anchovy, whose 
substance .dissolves iii the smal.e:.t tiicassee.—Some, lodged 
in their pearly shells, and fattening (»u their rocky beds,- 
seem attentive to n • liigher c:nj)loy, than that of imbibing 
moist nutriment, 'rouse, bm a small remove from vegeta- 


' ■ * J'S). xii, aj. 

•f Mor.firoiis t). .void (iHi , wli'^fc iTppcr jaw is Jen<;tlicnfd into a 

and (iiarp Iwoicl ..j * m !' 1-c Idin.un i-.s wi'iniL-, ii, aitack tht iliips, thou‘;li 

arniti! with tniiiidcr; iiid li i.o.l'iLijt p ttcii ■; tin i, Sw ti.oU'di rdjbed will) oak. '1 Ins 
fo.t) DC called the chaiDpi'ii) ul 111 ., vv.ilc.-i. \V In , i d. vci . \ cl"•dln" listecii left ii» 

yet fO-iliding i;) « vMvpuii at (.i./c In tti .■ i ,-1 in i n ji.t inliiii., li tuplci not to 
guo l).iu!ees«ii to the Whale liiitilcll,—I i.; i - - In'i )io i.nl ; kfiiT. to he all head j 

d was It mri u t two fins, w ti'cli .iH ilic ;).ii t d ■.v, or, Min- Diici'fitiic lounJ mats ot 
flelh.— I'bc /'(-/', rciiiaj!'ahjf foi jis uni.n !■■■.,, li „inl as inaiiy which it 

has tie apycaraiiitf ot a iiicic mlfkl, .lud tici.is luinl (i,,./ i.i ii.,',]. At tin* l.ainc time, an 
cxcrcieiicc aiiling oit the bas.k, cujSics it to ilc. i .nnl pii .ici, .i ilc.iJy couik in tt'.c wavi -. 
iL tijcy paU utidcr tta# two-l'o.J rU.i ol j i.U',; ^.tda ft.itiic, 
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ble life, are alrpost rooted to the rocks, on which they He 
reposed. While other, acllve as tlie winged creation, and 
swift as an arrow from the Indian bow, shoot aloni; the 
yielding flood, and range at large the .spacious regions oithc 
deep. 

Here is th-s Tortoise^ who never moves but under h.er 
own portable pent-house. The Lohstrr^ uh-icli, wiiethcr 
she sleeps or wakes, is still in a stute of e, arul clad 


. > 
in Jointed armour. The a r-ort o! Jivh-liy, in- 

garrisoned in a bohvnrk of native •. many 

other kinds of sea reptiles, or as the psalnn^vL sj-.-aks, Ihin^s 
creeping ininanerablc .—1 am surp-rised at the ^ulriety of 
their figure, and charmed with ttie splendor of their co¬ 
lours. Unscarchahle is ihe wisdom, and endless the con¬ 
trivance, of the all-creating (lOD!—Some arc rugged in 
their form; clumsy in their gait; and little betier than 
hideous in their aspect. Their shells see e. to he tiie pro¬ 
duction of a disorderTy jumble, rather than theera Jsnf 
skill and design. Yet vve shall find, even in these secniin;^ 
irregularithas, the nicest dispuiltions. 'Jhiese abodes, un¬ 
couth as they may appear, arv^ ad.ipted to* the gL\ni.is :*f 
their respective teiuxcits ; are exactly suited to their park n- 
lar exigencies. Neirlicr the di licacy, n'^r 

//nV/7t richness, nor any other orvivr oi architecture, .v.):i d 
liave served titcir purpo:^e.s half so weii, as litis coan.e a id 
homely fabric. 

Some on tl»e other hard, are extremely n - it. d^hi ir 
structure is all sym.iictrv and el'.gance. X > ^oiamc: hi t;ie 
world is compa.alde to bicir piiiisii. i is not a r lom 
of state, in ail the palaces of Luiope, s.) hriiiiantiy adorn¬ 
ed, as the dlnmg-room and the bed-chaml)or of ihe little 
■fish, that dwells m rnotner oi pearl. Such a iove'y mix¬ 
ture of red, and blue, and gixxn, so dielig'.itf'uhv stnudog tlic 
most clear ar.d glistering ground, is no where else to be 
seen. The royal power may covet it, vmd human arr may 
mimic it; but neither the one, nor ti.e other, nor botli 
united, will ever be able to equed it. 

ikit what I admire more, than all their streaks rmd their 
spots, more than all their rc'gular, or romantic siiapes, is, 
the extraordinary jirovision m.ade for their safety.—Nothing 
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is more relishing and palatable than their flesh. Nothing 
more heavy and sluggish that their motions. .As thev have 
no speed to escape, neither have they anydexier!ty to elude 
tl;e foe. Were they naked (T unguarded, they nmst be an 
easy prey to every free-booter, that roams tlie ocean.—'Jo 
prevent this fatal consequence, what is only clothing to 


other animals, is to them a clothing, a house, and a castle. 
They have a fortification, tliat growls wit!i their 'growth, 
and is a part of themselves. JJy this means, they live se¬ 


cure amidst millions and millions of ravenous jawt, By 


this means, they are imparked, as it were, in tiieir n 


shell; and, screened from every other assault, are reserved 
for the use and pleasure of mankind. 

1 his is tie birth-place of Cod, the standing repast of 
lent. This is the nursery of Turbot, for its exquisite re¬ 


lish justly styled, the pheasant of the waters, l lencecomes 
the Sturgeon, delicious even in pickle, and a regale tor 
royal luxury: hence the , dappled with ivddjsh 

spots and a supply for vulgcr w'ants—-here dv^ell the 
Jlfacuarcl, decked, when haled from their naroe element, 


richly decked with the most glosw dies; the Jlcrrinz, 
whose back is motlcd with azure, and liis belly seek with 
silver: the Sahnou, In plainer habit, but of larger substance, 
and higher esteem, tlian either or both the prccc'ding.— 
These, when shotten and lean, wander wildly up and down 
the vast abyss. When plump and delicate, they throng 
our creeks, and swarm in our bays: they repair to the shall 
lows, or haunt the running streams.—Who bids these crea-' 
turcs evacuate the shores, and disperse themselves into all 
quarters, when they become worthless and unfit tor our 
service? who rallies and recals the undisciplined vagrants, 
as soon as tliey are improved into desirable food ? who 
appoints the very scene of our ambushes, to be the place 


* Here is the appc.irarjcc r»f a miflak t N’ot (hf rirxjiulcr, T apprehend but the Plairct 
is drir>]>lfd with reddish spots : Yet.st veiy trivia! is tlu- iiwstakc, thaf lo remaik it nn^'h*- 
tie iietnu'd apKieof refined ;niptuim ulc, did I nut Tiiakc '^ ■in .munds by the follow¬ 
ing oOi-crvdlion. With v/luch, i tai piomisv mystlf, ti l k,i ier will not be displeased. 
Kspetiaily <.s it e<hiLiii.s a vjiy st,,'nal tance ot COL) /u.m >1,tv’s uid'dj'ent goodness, 
tvcii uj tlie rmanesl of his cteatum, ' a’.tei'. tPe gentr.ii imMiodoi his piOcee4>"3» 

. toi ilit beneht oi t);e cuipriyii ol any ^iiijnal. 
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of their rendezvous ? .so that they come like volunteers to 
our nets ? surely, the furlow is signed, the summons issued, 
and the point of an Tjnion settled, by a providence ever in¬ 
dulgent to mankind; ever studious to treat us with dain¬ 
ties, and load us with benejits^ 

We have wondered at f our SAVIOUR’s penetration 
and power—his penetration, which, though the sea was at 
a distance, and walls intervened, discerned the fish, that 
had just swallowed a piece of money—his power, which, 
without any delay J, brought the lawless rambler, charged 
with the silver spoil, to Peter’s hook. But is it not equal¬ 
ly wonderful, to observe such innumerable multitudes of 
finny visitants, annually heaving our friths, and crouding 
upon our shores? making this welcome approach, at the 
most proper periods of the year, and in an orderly succes- 
j.itm of one species to another. All which furnish our ta¬ 
bles with a wholesome and delicate repast; at the same 
time, that they yield to our nmion a revenue §, more cer¬ 
tain, and no less considerable, than the mines ot Peru. 

d'hese approach, while those ot enormous size ar.d tre¬ 
mendous appearance abandon the shores. The latter might 
indanger the fisherman’s safety, and would certainly scare 
away the valuable fish from our coasts. Ihey are there¬ 
fore restrained by an invisible hand, and abscond in the 
abysses of the ocean. Just as the wild beasts of the earth, 
impelled by the same over-ruling power, hide themselves 
in the recesses of the forest,— A ship, inlectcd with a pes- 
' tilontial distemper, is obliged to keep off' at sea, and not 
permitted to enter the port, till she has performed her qua¬ 
rantine. In like manner, these monsters of the deep, who.se 
very business is distraction, are laid under a providential 
interdict. Only with this desirable difference, tl.,at, as theif 


• Psal. Ixviii. 19, + See Iclter VIIT. p. 96.- 

J Without any delay—Fur the directions to Psterarc, take thefiah that fifst conaethup. 

^ Wc are told, that the hanks of Newfoundland alone, hrip;; in to the proprietors of 
that fishery, a revenue of sevtiMl iiulhotis «vcry yecir. —And they will in all puibahility. 
be an miimpairad icsouice of trca.uie, \shen the jiclot ipti.es novv wytked m the w^rU,, 
are choaked up ox exhausted. 
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ptesence would always be pernicious, they are never su/^ 
fered to come near. Their quarantine is perpetual. 

Ask now Ike beasts, and they shhll teach thee i and the 
Jowls of the air, and they shall tell thee : or speak to the 
earth, and it shall teach thee"^ s and the fishes of the sea 
shall declare unto thee —that the LORD is gpcious—that 
his tendei* mercies are over all his works--that to us he is . 
superabundantly and profusely good. .Having ordered all 
things in the surges of the ocean, as well as on the surface 
of the ground. Tor our rich accommodation, and for our 
greatest advantage. 

One circumstance, relating to the natives of the deep, is 
very peculiar, and no less astonishing. As they never sow, 
nor reap; have neither the produce of the hedges, nor the 
gleanings of the field ; they arc obliged to plunder and de¬ 
vour one another, for necessary subsistence, lliey nre a 
kind of licensed banditti, that make violence and inurvler f 
their professed trade.—By this means, prodigi )us devastati- 
|:)ns ensue; and without proper, without very extraoidijiary 
recruits, the whole race must continually dwindle, and at 
length be totally extinct.—Where they to bring forth, like 
the most prolific of our terrestrial animals, a doxen only, or 
a score at each birth ; the increase would be unspeakably 
too small for the consumption. The weaker species would 
■be destroyed by the stronger; and, in time, the stronger 
must perish, even by their successful endeavours to mum- 
tain themselves.—Therefore, to supply millions of assasbins^ 
with their prey, and millions of tables with their tood, yet 
tiot to depopulate the wuitery realms i the issue produced 
by every breeder is almost incredible. They spawn, not 


* Jobxiit 7, 8. The iarth is represented, as bearing witness to the immense heniguity 
♦f the blessed C 01 >. .Some minutes, or a short abstiaci, of licr tes'iniony on this oce.isu 
on, may be seen in Letter VJ, 

+. To this, I Iwlieve, the Prophet alludes, in that remarkabli evpiifTion ; Thou m.d;ef> 
Vten as the filhes of* the fea Thou fufteieth nu-'i to roni.'i t. vy .tlunii rUh.Tiiit .o loi.t' id, 
all manner of outrages. What ftiould lie a civil couimii.i.',, o a irert ol o]'|iicfljoi’- H’l" 
weakeli are a prey to and every locks the ueiUuttiou ul Ins iieiiibbout. 
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by scores or hundreds, but by thousands and by millions. 
A single mother is pregnant with a nation. By which a- 
mazing, but most needtul expedient, a periodical reparati¬ 
on is made, proportionable to the immense havock. 

How welcome this reparation is, and how very servicea¬ 
ble, let those forlorn people acknowledge, who dwell un¬ 
der the northern pole. Their Wants are few, and tlicir de¬ 
sires moderate. . Ye.t moderate as their desires are, they re¬ 
ceive no supply .from the Orchard of the Furrow. Instead 
of acres waving with yellow grain, or trees bending with 
ruddv fruit, their fields are Irozen to iron, and buried under 
mountains of snow.—Since the earth denies them her usual 
succours, t]'>e sea takes them under her parental care.— 
E,vcn the wile temj)estuous ocean, seems to pity those poor 
outcasts; and opens to them her hand, or (if you please) 
administers to tiiem her tears. It is said of the founder of 
'Rome, that, when a helpless and exposed infant, he was 
suckled by a ravenous wolf. It is certain, that the natives 
of Greenland and Zcmbln, bcinst abandoned bv their com- 
mon mother, are nourished by the howling billows.—These 
furnish them wi'ili plenty of fish: whose bonesyield timber 
for their huts, atnl iitensiK for ihcir families; while the oil 
and the llcsh, afibrd a warmirsg liquor, and a fattening food, 
for their meals. Which are to them, a much better suste- 
nence, more suitable to their constitution, and clime, than 
the sallads of the garden, or the sheaves of the harvest.—- 
Thus docs a gracious providence give to all, even the most 
destitute of men, not only their daily bread, but the bread 
which is niO'jt proper tor their state * ; is best adapted to 
preserve them in health, in vigour, and chearfulness. 

As the sea is peopled vvitii animated inhabitants, is also 
variegated with vegetabte pro. uctions. Some, soft as wool; 
others hard as stont*. Some rise, like a leafless shrub ; some 
are expanded, in the form of a net; some grow with their 
• heads downward, and seem to be hanging on, rather tlrao 
springing from, t;K juiting.s of the rocks these may, with 
much greater propriety, tiiaii the famous plantations of Si- 


* I'rgv. 8. 
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. niiramis, be called pensile gardens. ,These-^but, naethinks# 
I hear the check of inspired wisdom; hast thou entered into 
the springs of the sea f Or hast thOu'^aUced hi the search of 
the depth* ? A just reproof! As ihy walk reached ne 
farther than barely the purlieus of the ocean; as neither yon 
nor I have ever taken a single turn among those submarine 
proves 2 l% Moses, Joshua, donah: Xht only writers that 
ever made the wonderful tour, intent upon more important 
themes, have left us no memoirs relating to this curious 
point; I sha41 not venture to advance any thing particular 
on the subject. Only one remark I would offer in gene¬ 
ral.—> 

,► The herbs and trees, subsisting on tlie land, are nourish¬ 
ed by the juices, which permeate the soil, and fluctuate in 
the air. For this purpose they are furnished with leaves, to 
collect the one j and with roots to attract the other. AVhere- 
as, the sea-plants, finding sufficient nourishment in the sur¬ 
rounding waters have no occasion to detatch a party of roots 
into the ground, and forage the earth tor, sustenance. In¬ 
stead therefore of penetrating, they are but just tacked to 
the bottom ; and adhere to some solid substance, only wfith 
such a degree of tenacity as may secure them from being 
tossed to and fro, by the random agitation of the waves. 

We see from this, and numberless other instances, what 
a diversity there is in the operations of the great CREA¬ 
TOR'S hand. Yet every alteration is an improvement, and 
each new pattern has a peculiar fitness of its own.—'I’he 
same ceconomy takes place, such a dilference of adminis- 
.tration I mean, in his government of the rational world. 
In choosing an heritage for his people,” and assiguing a 
condition to each of his servants, their is agreat variety with 
respect to individuals; yet a perfect uniformity, and com¬ 
plete harmony, with respect to the wdiule.—Some he calls 
out to a course of distinguished labours. They rnake an 
illustrious figure in life, and appear as a city set on an f 
hilt! Others he consigns over to obscurity. They are like 


xjxvi'.i. i6, 

JlS- ■,' '■ v 


+ MjU, V. 14, 
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the prophets, whom good Ohadiah hid in a cave, and are 
styled hh secret, ones*. Thoscy the cedars, which stand 
conspicuous on the top of Lebanon: these, the violets, which 
lie concealed at the foot of a briar, 

St. Paul was eminently qualified for busy scenes, and the 
the most extensive services. He is introduced, therefore, 
into the places of concourse. His ministry lies amidst the 
most renowned populous cities. Even his imprisonmerit at 
Pome, seems to have"been a providential expedient for fix¬ 
ing him, as it were on the stage of public observation 
and in the very center of universal intelligence. Where,his 
preaching was like plunging a stone into the midst of a 
smooth canal; which not only affects the neighbouring 
parts of the surface, but spreads the floating circles over all 
the wide expanse f.—Whereas, the beloved John, being less 
• fitted to bustle among a crowd, is sent into the unfrequent¬ 
ed solitary island j therg to indulge the flights of heavenly 
contemplation ; and receive, with uninterrupted attention, 
the mysterious visions of GOD.— Job shall have thorns in 
bis path ; have the dunghill for his seat; and^ be exposed, 
as a mark to all t'he arrows of tribulation, isolomon shall 
dip his foot in oil; shall be elevated on the throne of royal¬ 
ty ; and surrounded with the most lavish carresses of hea¬ 
ven. 

In all this seeming, this more than seeming contrariety, 
there is a display, not only of sovereign authoutv, but of 
consummate benignity and wisdom.-*—The great HEAD ot 
‘the church, acts like a judicious general ; and appoints 
such a station to each of his soldiers, as corresponds with 
the ability he gives. He acts like the most skilful physici¬ 
an ; and prescribes such a remedy for all his patients, as is 
most nicely suited to their respective cases. He knows 


---r-r-J -TTg 

* Psal. Ixxxiii. 3, 


+ Therefore the. A poftlc, [peakInp;ofthii abode anJ his preaching at Rome, has thefts 

veryemphatical vnjids; th.u .d. the Gentiles might bear. 2 Tim. iv. 17 . which, con* 
hdered mthe preceedmg bght, h:.vc a peculiar propriety. Becauf?, to Rome they repairad 
irem all ; and froxn thence they rcLuined, iiuo all pari* ol the kagiwa wvrld. 
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thd precise point of time, the particalar place of abode, the 
peculiar circuripstances of condition, which are most exact¬ 
ly proper for each and every of his children 5 and, like a 
tender ■ as well as unerrinj^ fatherwhat he knows to be 
best, that he constantly allots.—I said like a general, like a 
physician, like a father. But the comparison is low; the 
language is inexpressive; CHEIST is all that is implied in. 
these relations, and unspeakably tii^re—O I that we may 
rejoice in the superintendency of such'a SAVIOUR; and 
not only resign ourselves to his will, but thank him for ma¬ 
naging the helm—thank him for steering our course, 
through the changes ofthe present hour, a:id all the uncer¬ 
tainties of futurity. Since, whatever our froward and pe¬ 
tulant passions, may suggest, the LORD’s ways are so far 
from being unequal, that they have all possible fitness and 
propriety ; they are ordered “ in number, weiglit, and mea- 
“ sure.” 

All is so very different from the prospects, whicli lately 
presentcd'thcmselves, that I can hardly forbear asking, 
whether 1 am not translated into a new world ?—Where 
are the fruitful vales, garnished and enriched with the 
CREAl OR’s bounty ? Where are the branching grove>, 
vocal and haribonious with their MAKER’S praise ? No 
cultured field, nb' opening blossom, not so much as a green 
leaf appears. None of my late entertainments remain, only 
the cooling zephyrs. Which are no longer perfumed with 
the breath ol tiovvers, but impregnated with the freshness of 
the ocean. Yet, though all those lovely landscapes are 
wiihiclrawn ; though the gurgling fountain is silenced, and 
the blooming garden lost: Jam not far from the origin, 
both of the,odours, which exhale from the one ; and of the 
crystal, wliioh flows tniin the other. I am now upon'the 
piargin of that ^rand wljtjch supplies the country 

with its fertility, and the paiterre with its beauty.—The sea 
is the exhaustible cistern of the universe, "i’he air and sun 
constitute the mighty engine, which works without inter¬ 
mission, to raise the liquid treasure. While the clouds serve 
its so many aqueducts, to convey the genial stores along the 
atmosphere; an^i distribute them at seasonable periods, and 
in regular proportions through all the regions of the globe. 
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I question, whether the united application of mankind 
could, with their utmost skill, and with all possible perco¬ 
lations, fetch a single drop of perfectly sweet water fronri 
this unmeasurable pit of brine. Yet the'action of solar 
heat draw's off, every hour, every minute, millions and mil¬ 
lions ot tons, in vaporous exhalationsf* Which, being skil¬ 
fully parceled out, and securely lodged in f/ie bottles ^ hea 
ven J ; arc sent abroad, sweetened and refined, without 
any brackish tincture, or the least bituminous sediment.— 
Sent abioad upon the wings of the wind, to distill in dews, 
or pour themselves in rain ; to ooze from the orifices of 
fountains j|; to trickle along the veins of rivulets j to rise 
in the cavities of wells ; to njll, in many a headlong tor¬ 
rent, Iroin the sides of mountains j to flow', in copious 
streams, amidst the bosom of burning desarts, and through 
the heart of populous kingdoms. In order to refresh and 
fertilize, to beautify and enrich, every soil, in every clime. 

How amiable is the goodness, and how amazing is the 
power, of the world’s adorable MAKER !—How amiable 
his goodness ! in distributing so targely, \vhat is absolutely 
necessary, and exceedingly beneficial, d'liat water, w iili- 
out which we can scarce perform any business, or enjoy 
any comfort, should be every one’s property. Should spring 
up from the soil ; should drop dowm from the clouds j 
should stream by our houses; should take a journey, troni 


C 

* 1 liave not forgott( hat wai lately a liiimd lu our public papers ; t''at atcir.i'ii 
iitgeniout. ^piulerMii, J li iik 'ii tlie city ut Hiu'm.h, louucl oiii iIic .h t ol Iwic-•'I’l’.f 
lea-watei. Wliat he pr('di.tL'l, nii'^lit ptciUabiy .'ppiovc itiell to the talle. and ii 
avtthoul iis iiielaliiels. Yet 1 (.iniuit but (jm-rc. w hei'ner it will be IoiiikI lo hru'c all iliule 
fine, balmy, J.diitiiL'-oHS cpnlifn’.,, whn it didinf,uifh and nconuneiid tlic laui wanr. I 
would not aiteniDi to depiLCi.i'c any \H''iablc nuention ; yi-t ( Ihould iiotvci) much 
wonder, if ilic piiny Aleuibcc could tcioal tins jjriind appaiatus ot nature, 

f Jt is fuppofed, ibar from the Mcd'teriai'can lea alone, there ajiles, in v.ip,';:,)i!S C' lia- 
bitioii!., more ttiau tis,. iliojl.ind mdlions ot tons, within thv Ipac'-tilon 'i onmci-dav. 

et the McdilciTanc.iii lejl>. in', no moic p>'opt>:tn>n to the whole e^^u^t ol the ocean, ttuijji 
a public road bears to ilie dinminons ut a tountiy, LliK)uj;h which ilic.m.,. 


^ So the clouds are cK\pmi)y Ihkd in lacred writ, job WTviii. 37. 

{{ Wc arcF oblijred to Cle.iiens Romamis lor the moll jiiil aud delicate nr Ircprcfenwtion 
ot iountaius and iheir ulelo'nels, that peitiaps ;ni\ v. luie cmIU. 1 lie compoiituo, 1 oc- 
ilievc »s his own ; and nothing tar e\tst.d it, Ji t.i piopeuy and duty,. 
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the ends of the earth, and the extremities of the ocean, on 
purpose to serve us.—How amazing his power ! That a 
boundless mass of fluid salt, intolerably nauseous to the hu¬ 
man taste, should , be the original spring, which deals out 
every palatable draught to mankind, and quenches the thirst 
of every animal ! Doubtless, the power by which this is ef¬ 
fected, can extract comfort from our afflictions, advantage 
from our calamities, and make all things work together 

for good 

Vast and various are the advantages f, which we derive 
from the licjuid clement: vast, as its unbounded extent; 
various, as its ever-mutable surface.—^The sweet waters 
glide along the earth, in spacious and sportive currents. 
>Vith their humid train, their exhaling moister, and their 
gay appearance, they enliven and ej^hilarate the adjacent 
country. While plenty follows, whcre-ever they flow.-— 
By giving a conti ual shake to the circumambient air, they 
prevent its stagnation; they disperse their own vapours; 
and promote the purity of their sister-element. Indeed, 
these watery ramblers imjjart much the same improvement 
to the air, the prospect, tiie whole scene, as vivacity and 
chcarfulness a^d to the temper of their rational inhabi¬ 
tants. 

These circulating floods pass by opulent cities, and re¬ 
ceiving all their filth, rid them of a thousand nuisances. 
Which, when once committed to these ^uid scavengers are 
as eflectually secreted, as if they were burled at the very 
center of the earth.—Yet, though they condescend to so 
mean an employ, they are fitted for more honorable ser¬ 
vices, They enter the gardens of a prince, and conmose 
some of thj^ most delightful ornaments of the place. They 
glitter upoii f;,cye, as they float in the ample canal. They 
amuse tlie imagin"irt?on, as they ascend in curious/e/ d'Eaus. 
Ihey yield a nobler eiitef^ftinment, as, forming themselves. 


• Rom viii. sS. 


+ The high value which mankind set upon this clement, and the many benefits they re* 
^ivc. from i'i miaiftration, both thefe particulais arc very ftroiigly cxprciTcci by the He* 
kevv's. Cai't* vii. Ifau vii. 
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into sheets of sloping silver, they fall In graceful or in grand 
cascades.—If, instead of beautifiers, we think proper to 
make use of them as drudges, they ply at our mills j they 
toil incessantly at the wheel; and, by working the hugest 
engines, rid us of abundance of fatigue, and save us a pro* 
portionable degree of expense. 

So forcibly they act, when collected; and most surpris¬ 
ingly they insinuate, when detatched. They throw them¬ 
selves into the body of a plant: they penetrate the minut¬ 
est of Its organized tubes: and, subtil beyond all expressi¬ 
on, they find a passage through meanders, too small for the 
eye to discern, too mimerous and intricate even for imagi¬ 
nation to follow.—How difficultly does the mason’s labour, 
bendmg under the burden of mortar on his head, push his 
w'ay up the rouijds ot a ladder ! wdiile these servants in the 
employ of nature, carry their load to a much greater height; 
and climb with the uUnost ease, even without the assistance 
of steps or of stairs. Tliey convev the nutrimental stores 
of vegetation, from the lowest fibres that are plunged into 
the soil, to the very topmost twigs that wave amidst the 
clouds. I'hey are the caterers for the vegetable world *; 
or ^if I may be allowed the expression) the sutlers, which 
attend the whole host of plants; to furnish them with sea¬ 
sonable refreshment, and necessary provision. By means 
of which, the “ trees of the LORD are full of sap, even 
“ the cedars of Lebanon which HE hath planted f”. 
Notwithstanding their prodigious elevation, and vast diffu¬ 
sion ; though they are abandoned by man, and deprived of 
all human cultivation; yet, not a single branch is destitute 
of leaves, nor a single leaf of moisture. 

Besides the salutary, cleanly, and serviceable circulation 
of the rivers; the sea has a libration, no less advantageous, 
and much more remarkable.—Every day, this immense 
collection of waters, for the space of five or six hours, flows 


• St. Peter feemsto bwe hinted at this property of the waters, in a remarkable pafEige*, 
which U lomewhat obfeured in the Lnglifh vcrllon, and therdorc leldom underltoud by 
EngUfh reader. The earth llanduij- out of the water aud in the water. » Pet. lii. 5^ 

t rial* civ. i€. 
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towards the land. After a short pause, it retires again to 
its inmost caverns ; taking up nearly the same interval for 
the retreat, as it required for the access.--How great is the 
power, which sets the whole fluid world in motion } which 
protrudes to the shores such an inconceivable weight of 
waters, without any concurence from the vyinds, frequently 
in direct opposition to all their force ! How gracious also 
is the providence, which bids the mighty element perform 
its tumbling revolutions, with all the exactness of time and 
measure ! Was it suffered to advance, with a lawless and 
unlimited swell; it might sweep over kingdoms, and deluge 
whole continents. Was it irregular and uncertain in its 
approaches, navigation would be at a stand, and trade be- 
con;e precarious.—But, being constant at its stated periods* 
and never exceeding Its appointed bounds, it creates no 
alarm to the country, and aflbrds very considerable aids to 
traffic. 

I said, constant. For at the proper hour, or rather at 
the precisely proper minute, the waters are sure to be in 
motion. They flow with tiic most ready obedience, like 
servants at their master’s call. They croud as it were in 
contending multitudes, ambitious to perform their CREA- 
7'OR’s will.—Rushing up our large rivers, they clear and 
deepen the passage. In many places, they spread a copi¬ 
ous Hood, where a dry and empty waste lay before. 

Is the sailor returned from his voyage, and waiting at 
the mouth of the channel ? the flux is ready to convey is 
vessel to the very doors of the owner; and without any * 
hazard of striking on the rocks, or being fastened in die 
sands.—Has the merchant freighted his ship ? would he have 
it transferred to the ocean ? the reflux tenders its Service ; 
and bears away the load, with singular expedition, and with 
equal safety.—Behold O man ! I low greatly thou art be¬ 
loved, how highly favoured by thy MAKER I In what part 
of his works lias he forgotten or overlooked thy welfare ? 
shew me a creature, point out a spot j in the formation or 
disposition of which, be has not been mindful of thy inter¬ 
est ? /tc Oa.9 made thee to have dominion bve?' the works of his 
hands ^ and has put all things in subjection under thy feet. 
All sheep and ozcti s thefuivls of the air, and the jishes ^ 
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yea, and the surges of the sea are conducive to thy be¬ 
nefit. Even these, wild an impetuous as they are, yield 
their willing backs, to receive thy loadj and, like a tracta¬ 
ble as well as indefatigable beast of burden, carry it to the 
place, which thou shall nominate. 

Wliat preserves this vast flood in a state of perpetual pu¬ 
rity ? it is the universal sewers, into which are discharged 
the refuse and filth of the whole world. That which would 
defile the land, and pollute the air, is transmitted to the 
ocean, and neither mischief nor inconvenience cause. Those 
swarms of A)c7a9/.v— whicli, while living were a plague to 
Pharodh, by their loathed intrusion ; and when dead, might 
have caused a more dreadful plague, by their noisome 
strcncli—swept into the sea, were neither pestilential, nor 
olFensivc. I low then is tliis receptacle of every nuisance 
•kept clean ? Why does it not contract a noxious taint, and 
diffuse contagion far ai\dncar? Such as would render it a 
^rmc to the aquatic, and bane to the terestrial animals?— 
’ fis owing, partly to Its incessant motion, partly to its sa¬ 
line quality. By the one, it is secured from any internal 
principle of corruption; by the other, it works itself clear 
horn every adveniiuous defiiement. 

A directory this, and a pattern for me !—^’riiiis may di¬ 
vine ^7’acc, like the penetrating power of salt, cure the de¬ 
depravity of m> heart, and rectify the disorders of my tem¬ 
per ! Season my words, and make all my conversation sa¬ 
voury !—d'hus mav a continual cour^ ' of activity, in mv sc- 
cular and mv sacred vocation, prevent tlie pernicious effects 
of indolence! let me daily exq^cise, or be attempting to ex¬ 
ercise, tlic graces of ehristianily. Test raith become fee¬ 
ble j lest hope contract dimness; and charity wax cold. 

When 1 began my walk, the waters were upon the ehb. 
They,slunk away from all the strand, as an army overpow¬ 
ered, though not }>ut to flight, witiidraws Ironi the field. 
Now like the same army, re-inspirited by their commanders, 
or re-inforced by an accession of troops, they are returning, 
as it were to the ciiarge.—Wave rises upon wave, and bil 


P'j!. vui, fc. 7. 
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low rolls over billow. Their progress is slow, but determi¬ 
ned and persevering Much of the smooth sandy area is 
already over-run. The extremities of the rocks are cover¬ 
ed. The foamy invaders approach nearer and nearer. No¬ 
thing can divert, nothing retard their course. Though Ca- 
nutus* himself was in the way ; though his royal authority 
and strict prohibition interposed ; nay though all the forces 
of his kingdom were up with orders to stem the torrentj 
this grand detatchment from the deep would scorn thefee ule 
opposition ; would not be checked so much as a single mo¬ 
ment ; but continue, still continue the wide cxjKinsive 
swell, till it as reached the destined point.—So, may I al¬ 
ways abour.d in communion with GOD, or in beneficence 
to men ; resigning one religious or charitable employ only 
to enter upon another j and be thus pressing forward still 
pressing forward, to the prize of my high calling in CHRIST 
JESUS.—Differing from those regular vicissitudes of the 
ocean, only in one particular ; that my endeavours never 
ebb, my soul never draw back. Since this would be if 
temporary^ to my grievous loss; to my aggravated 

perdition. 

The tide is, now at its height. The spacious sai;idy plain, 
on which I lately walked is overflowed. A tract, almost 
unmeasurable, is taken from our feet, and hid from our eyes. 
A thousand figures, and a thousand footsteps, imprinted on 
the level beach, are erased. And had there been ten thou- 
and times ten thousand more, they would all have been 
obliterated with equal ease.—How happy are they, wh^jse 
sins are thus covered ! whos^iniquities are all blotted out! 
and not one of their transgressions remembered any more I 
—Well my soul, be of good comfort.'' Certainly the blood 
pf the divine REDEEMER, is able to do this for thee ; 
even for thee, chiefest of sinners. What guilt can be too 
great, for an infinite atonement to expiate ? What guilt can 


• Alluding to a memorable and instruftivc Aorv, recorded of King Canufus. Wlio®, 
probably ‘wUboul having read, had nevertliclcf^ thoroughly learned, that excellent Icfloti of 
Horato; 


> 


Regun tmtndorurn, m propria^ Georges, 
Urges isi ibfas Impfrium ejl Jams, 
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be as the nierlt of an incarnate GOD,? OrTering 

the body of his flesh to death—offering the blood of his heart 
to be spilt—offering his very soul, ancl his vvholc person, 
through the eternal SPIRI i, us a spotless victim, to GOD 
for us !—Can I doubt whether this immensely grand propi¬ 
tiation, is able to do for my conscience, wl1at these refluent 
waters have done on the margin of the ocean ? Would not 
this be a dishonor to the blessed JESUS, greater than the 
lashes of the scourge, and the crqw’n of thorns; viler than, 
the insults, mockery, and spitting ? 

Consider the sea in another capacity, and It connects the 
remotest realms of the Universe j by facilitating an inter¬ 
course berween their respective inhabitants.—What short¬ 
sighted beings are mankind ! how superficial their views ! 
how unavoidable therefore their frequent mistakes ! the an- 
tients looked upon this bottomless deep, as an unpassable * 
gulf. If our forefathers were so egregiously mistaken itl 
this instance j let not uS'too peremptorily pronounce upon 
any difficult or mysterious point. Uest succeeding 
generations, or a more enlightened state, should cover us 
with the double confusion of childish ignorance, and foolish 


conceit. 

We have clearly demonstrated, we happily experienced, 
the very reverse of that grey-headed surmise to be true. 
The ocean, instead of being a bar of seperation, is the great 
bond of union. For this purpose, itjs. never exhausted, 
though it supplies the whole firmament with clouds, and 
the whole earth with rains. Nor ever overflows, though ali 
,the rivers in the universe arc perpetually augmenting its 
stores, and pouring in their tributary floods.—yljy means of 
this element, w^e travel faither, than birds of the strongest 
pinion tty ; and discover tracts, wb;ch the vuUure’s eye has 
never seen ■!'. We make a visit to nations, that lie drown* 
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ed in their midnight slumbers, when every industrious per- 
^n on this part of the globe, is bestirring himself in all the 
hurry of business. We cultivate an acquaintance with the 
lun-burnt Negro, and the shivering Icelander. We cross 
the flaming line, we penetrate the frozen pole, and wing 
our way even round the world. 

This is the great vehicle of commerce.—Not to mention 
the floating castles, which contain whole armies and 
their commanders •, which bear the thunder of the cannons, 
and all the dreadful artillery of war; which arc capable 
of demolishing fortresses, and spreading terror among na* 
tions-—Let us only contemplate the trading vessels; h<iW 
numerous ! of what large dimension ! and of what prodi¬ 
gious burdens ! which arc continually passing and repass- 
ing this universal thoroughfare ! 

There go the skips. —Ships, that are freighted, not with 
sacks, but with harvests of corn; that carry not pipes, but 
vintages of wine; that are laden, not with bars of iron, 
blocks of marble or wedges of gold, but with whole quar¬ 
ries of massy stone, and whole mines of ponderous metal. 
All which, lodged in these volatile store-houses^ and actua¬ 
ted by the breath of heaven, are waited to the very ends ol 
the earth: wafted, enormous and unwieldiy as they are, 
more expeditiously than the light IHirlin bowls along the 
road: almost as speedily, as the niaible-footed roe bounds, 
over the hills*. 

Astonishing ordination (/f eternal wisdom! Yet most 
graciously contrived for the benefit ot mankind ! I can 
hardly satisfy mj view, in beholding this rolling chaws; 
i^trctched, ten tiiousand times larilK r, than my eye can 
reach. I can never cease niy admiration, in contempla¬ 
ting Its amazing properties.—Tlutt an element, so unstable 
»«nd fugitive, sfK>u!d bear up such an immense weight as 
would bend ti e firmest floors, or bur.ttiie strongest beams! 
7hatlliCthin and yielding air should drive on, with so 


* A fLlp, iiruer a Lrifl. cud ilcady gale, {..1 ;i ihf rategf m B^honrs : 

.1 dii wind t,iVuLnMt., In the lawn: ijp;d career, lor kveial day*, 

ro^atlitr. A courfc, wlurli, c-- l/.'di ii< dii.cls ai'.d dii!ai,io!i, canmil he ecjMsl* 

1<« by die *Li€ll IwrliSj^ i" ■ - ucaiiiit tiead* i,hc jjr#uii^ 
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Hiuch facility and speed, bodies of such excessive bulk, as 
the strength of a legion, or an army, would be unable to 
move.—That the air and the water, acting in conjunction, 
should carry to the distance of mai.y thousand miles, what 
the united force of men and machines, could scarcely drag' 
a single yard.—Puny and despicable are our attempts: hut 
great and marvelous ate thy works, O I.ORl) GOD Al¬ 
mighty ! If thou wilt work, says the prophet, who or what 
shall let if *! Neither the meanness of the instrument, nor 
the greatness of the event. A''sling ai.d a stone shall lay 
the gigantic bravo in the dust f. An ox-load shall do more 
execution than a train of artillery J. Even worm shall 

thresh tKc mountains, and beat them small, and make 
» the hills as chatf”. GOD ALL-SUFFICIENT is his 
name; and out of weakness l.e makctii his strength perfect. 

'—Oh ! that we, my dear Aspasio—that I especially—may 
be strong in the LOliD, jand in the power of his might 1 
I'hen as the light air is mide to act with a more forcible 
impulse, than the most vigorous engines ; as the fluid wa¬ 
ter is made to sustain more ponderous loads, than the most 
substantial works of masonry ; so we, who in ourselves are 
nothing but imj)Otence, shall be enabled to triumph over 
the legions of hell, and tread down all the temptations of 
the world. 

How are the mariners conducted through this liquid 
plain, than which nothing is more wide, and nothing more 
wild ? Here is no track to be followed ; no post (jf direc¬ 
tion to be consulted ; nor any shepherd’s hut, where the 
Wandering traveller may ask his way. Yet the voyage is, 
perhaps, no less than a thousand leagues. Are the voya ;ers 
guided, by a pillar of fire in the night, or a moveable cloud 
in the day ? As the Sons of Jacob and Joseph were escort¬ 
ed through the eastern deserts. No ; but by a mean, con- 
temptiblcj and otherwise wortiiless fossil. 


* luii xlilit 13, 


+ 1 Sara. xvit. 50. 


>1 IsaiiXli. 14, iS- 
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The Apostle James mentions it, as a very observable 
fact; that the “ ships, which are so great, and driven of 

fierce windsi yet are turned about with a very small 
“ helm, whithersoever the. Governor listeth Is it not 
equally wonderful, that they should be led through such a 
pathless and unmeasurable waste, by so small an expedient 
as the?intervention ottbe loadstone f ?—Till this'surprising 
mineral was discovered, and its properties were improved, 
navigation lay in its cradle. Was, at best, a mere infant, 
which crept timorously along the coasts ; was obliged to 
keep within sight of the shores ! and When once driven out 
beyond the narrow sphere of her land-marks, could neither 
ascertain her situation, nor pursue her voyage. But this 
guide-'-when every beacon on the top of the hills, is vanish¬ 
ed from the acutest ken ; w here nothing but skies are seen 
above, and seas alone appear below—this guide points out 
the proyer passage. This communicates an intelligence, 
which shines clear in the thickest darkness, and remains 
isteady in the most tempestuous agitations. This has given 
not indeed birth, but maturity to navigation j and turned 
her swadling bands into wings. This has emboldened her 
to launch into the heart of the ocean, and enabled her to 
fangc from pole to pole. 

A needle touched by the loadstone, guided Co/umhuy 
through the vast^Atlantic, and led him to the discovery of a 
new’ world. The direction and advicesof this simple instru¬ 
ment have opened for our sailors a way to both the Indies, 
And a sea-compass, w'hich cost, perhaps, no more than hall a* 
crown, is the means of conveying into our harbours the 
rarities and .riches of the universe. Thus does GOD, 
both in the operations of nature, and the administrations of 
piovidence, acconspHsh the most important ends by the 
most inconsiderable means,—When the formidable Sisera 


* Jam«» iii. 4. 

♦ I am aware, tlist other expedinita are ufctl for fhaping a proper courfe on the ocean, 
fuch as making otik.v tions, from the fun and heavenly bodies, by inailicmalical iuftrii- 
anints. Bm ihcic, < beinvi, are only iubordmate aids to tlie needle. The grand regula- 
jtof ts the nj-'gnet. i i-avc I t-ard an esperlented lailor dtdare i he would rather be with 
*ut h» adiar.t thtn wiifcout hi? ccmjpifs. 
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is to be cut off, the blow shall be given, not by some puis¬ 
sant champion, but by the hand of a woman *. When Je¬ 
richo is to be demolished, those impregnable . fortifications 
shall fall, not beneath the stroke of batterring engines, bpt 
before the sound of rams horns f.—When a hundred thou- 
sfand Midianites dirt to be routed, the LORD of hosts will 
gain this signal victory, not by numerous legions complete¬ 
ly armed, but by a handful of hraelileSy accoutered only 
with trumpets, lamps, and pitchers J.—Who would have 
thought, that from the root of Jesse^ a root out of a dry 
ground, should arise that great tree, which stretches her 
boughs xinto the sea, and her height unto the heavens, and her 
hrauciws unto the ends of the earth ? That the despised Ga¬ 
lilean and the carpenter's son, shouldbe the SAVIOUR of the 
world’, and the HEIR of all things ? Nay; that a person 
humbled like the nieanest of slaves, and executed like the 
vilest of malefactors ; nailed to a cross, and laid prostrate 
among the dead ; ihdf HE should restore life and immor¬ 
tality to ruined sinners ; should open the gates of grace and 
glory on lost mankind ? that a few illiterate creatures, takea 
from the barge, the oar, and the net, should confute philo¬ 
sophers, and convert kings ; should overthrow the strong¬ 
holds of idolatry, and plant Christianity on its ruin !—This, 
is a circumstance, which though a stumbfingblock to some 
people, has considerably strengthened my faith. It is per¬ 
fectly agrcablc to the ALMIGHTY'S manner. It is (if I 
may so speak) the distinguishing turn of his hand, and the 
•peculiar of his works. Whence does he raise the 
charmingly beauteous flower ? whence the magnificent 
myriads of the forest-oaks ? whence the boundless and in¬ 
estimable stores of the harvest from rude, from small, al¬ 
most unnoticed seeds ; from principles, which bear not the 
least proportion to t heir effect.—Besides; this most empha¬ 
tically speaks THE GOD. It sheivs the lighting down of his 
glorious arm^ ; and absolutely precludes all the pretentions 
of human arrogance, or finite power. Appropriates the ho- 


* JuJg. iv. 9. 


+ J®fh. vi. g, 

Psal. xxjc. 3*. 


t Judj* r:>. 15. 
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tior to that supreme AGENT, before whom the easy and 
the arduous are both alike. All men that see it must confess^ 
THIS HATH GOD DONE. 

Through this channel, are imported our island the choice 
productionSf and the peculiar treasures, of every nation un¬ 
der heaven. So that you and I can breakfast upon a disso- 
Wion ot the American kernel f ; and see the rich nutrimen- 
tal liquor froth in our cups, without ever tempting the foam¬ 
ing brine. We can steep the delicately-fiavoured Chinese 
leaf, in the waters of our own parlour, and be regaled with 
an infusion of the finely-scented Arabian berry. We can 
fteason the friendly bond with the juices of the orange, or 
irfresb our clammy palate with the pulp of the tamarind ; 
■witliout feeling that fervent heat, which imparts such a 
fever-cooling virtue to the latter. We can f)ile upon our 
ia-lversa pyramid of Italian figs; fill the Inter.-tices with the 
iky-dried raisins of Malaga; and form a summit tor the invi¬ 
ting structure, with the Pastacia Nut of Alleppo.—By tliis 
means, the eastern spices exhale their odours on our tables; 
end the western canes transfuse their sweetness into our 
viands. We clothe our bodies with the vegetable fleeces J 
of the south, and line our apparel with w^arm furry spoils 
from tlie north. We can wear the pearl, polished in the 
abysses of the Persian gulf; and walk on the carpets 
manufactured in the dominions of the great \logul ; yet 
neither expose ourselves to the rage of boisterous seas nor 
the more dreaded treachery of barbarous people.—In short 
by the grand and beneficial expedient of navigation, every 
tide wafts into our ports the abundance of tiie universe to 
be laden on our quays. London becomes a mart ot ntitions; 
and almost every private house in the kingdom, is embel¬ 
lished or accommodated from the four quarters of the 
globe. 


4 Cilled tke cocoa, 'whSch *iiflrords the principal ingredient of chocolate, and grow* a* 
a fmall tree m America. 

t Cotton, which ii a fort of wool enrompaffing the feed of a tree—It* fruit ia of an 
o'ral form, about the fize of a nut. As U riptus it grows black, on the outlidet and, by 
^he heat of the fan, opens in feveral plac«, discovering tkec«tton thnngh the clefts, whictf 
u of an admirtble wsitenefs, SoeCisus. Di^. 
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Almost every private house.—Is not this more like rhe¬ 
torical flourish., than real truth ? are not all the advantages. 

I have mentioned the peculiar portion of the rich? Is not 
the sea, like high life and the gay world, somewhat capri¬ 
cious and partial ? bestowing lavishly her favours on th©.. 
wealthy, at the same time that she neglects the needy?—■ 
Quite the reverse. Like her most exalted yet most conde¬ 
scending CREATOR, she is no respecter ot per*spns. She* 
deals out her liberalities to .tli; to the wealthy, such as are 
suitable to their circumstances; to the indigent, such as are 
best adapted to theii condition. It she ornaments the a- 
bodes of the first, sh.e employs the hands of the last; fur¬ 
nishes these with gaiirful labour, those with elegant accom¬ 
modations. What a multitude of industrious people ac¬ 
quire a livelihood, by preparing the commodities intended 
for exportation ! and what a multitude of dexterous artifi-. 
cers maintain their fiimilics, by manufacturing the materi¬ 
als imported from abrqad ! 

It is reckoned a valuable species of beneficence, to pro¬ 
vide proper work for the poor. This withdraw'S them from 
any temptations, and preserves them from mudi wickedness- 
It hinders them from being a burden to themselves, and a, 
nuisance to the public. They might otherwise be idle, 
and as verminc mi the body politic; or even mutinous, and 
as vipers in the bowels of the nation. Wliercas, by ex¬ 
erting themselves in a due subordination, and wdth becom¬ 
ing diligence, they are the very sinews of the community 5 
or like the grand wheel in the macliine of state, whose in¬ 
cessant activity distributes plenty, and pours innumerable 
conveniencies through the wliole.—What a master then, of 
rather what a mistress, is the sea! How extensive her cor¬ 
respondence, and how large her demand for workmen! In¬ 
to what branch of trade does she not enter? what kind of 
ingenious science, or useful toil, docs she not befriend? 
how many millions of honest, but needy persons are engag¬ 
ed in her service ? and liow amply are they repaid tor their 
pains 1 “ They that go down to the sea in ships, and occu- 
“ py their business in great waters, these men sec the worki 
** of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep*’., They al- 
sa dial dwell among their cwn people, and abide k\ th<r 
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villages, even they enjoy the boiinty, and share the ad van- 
stages of the ocean. “ They suck of the abundance of the 
seas, and of treasures hid in the sand*”. For, though it 
is false philosoph)\ to suppose the Waters themselves strain- 
edthrough subterranean passages, into the inland countries; 
yet it is an undenidblc truth, that their beneficial eflfects are 
transfused into every town, every hamlet, and every cot- 
tage. 

Surely, the inhabitants of our isle, have reason to turn the 
prediction of Moses, concerning the tribe of Joseph, into a 
devout and grateful acknowledgment.— “ Blessed of the 
LORD f is our land. Blessed with the precious things 
“ of heaven, with the dew, and with the deep tliat couch- 
“ eth beneath. With the precious things brought forth by 
“ the sun, and with the precious things thrust forth by the 
“ moon. With the chief things of the antient mountains, 
“ and with the precious things of the everlasting hills: and 
“ with the precious things of the earth, and the fulness there- 
ofj. May we also enjoy the good-will of HIM, who dwelt 
inthe bush * ; and the grace of HIM, who hung on the tree ! 
may the eternal GOD be our refuge ; and underneath both 
us and our interests, may his everlasting arms be spread !— 
Happy then wilt thou be, thrice happy, O England ! thy 
temporal advantages, and thy spiritual privileges considered, 
it may truly be said, who, or what nation, is like unto 
thee ? 

This for my country. Now let me wish for myself: 

GOD of all worlds I fource and fupreme of things ! 

From whom all life, from whom duration Iprmgs ! 

Intenfe O! let tne tor thy glory burn. 


DcuL, xxxiii. 

+ Is. (fo I would tranaalc tbe original) not be; in :lie pred'fttvc, not prccator> 
form This implies a f aJness of faith, and dtflmguifhe^ prophecy from pr.iyer ; bell fiiits 
the «*traordioa7 y ijluminalion of Moles, and does moll honor to the omsilcicni Sl*I- 

KiT. 

J peut. xxxiii. 13, 15, ,6, 

• D*ut. ;txxiii, i£. 
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Nor fruitlefs view my Days, and months rctuni* 

Give me with Wonder at thy Works to glowj 
To gta,fp thy Vifion, and thy Truths to know : 

O’er Time’s tempcftuous Sea to reach thy Shore, 

To fing thy Praife, and all thy Grace adore. 

When Seas fhall r6ll, and 'time lhall be no mote. 

You see, Aspasio, I have been studying the volume o£ 
ftature ; endeavouring to read some of its coital characters, 
and learn some of its instructive lessons. The sea has been 
the page. But how superficial is my perusal, and how 
Scanty my knowledge. I.ittle, very little have I beheld or 
conceived, relating to those works of wonder, which the 
vast unfathomable deep contains*—the plants it produces^ 
' and the creatures it nourishes—its stupendous rocks, rising; 
to the skies; and its inaccessible caverns, sinking to thei 
center—the beds ol pearl, which are its native growth j 
and the loads of gold, which it has gained by shipwreck j 
and those heaps of shells, which pave the floor of the war 
tcry realms.--So superficial are my views of CHRIST; scf 
scanty is njy acquaintance v/ith the gospel. 

You. I presume, are sitting at the feet of that sublime 
TEACHER; and attending to the dictates of IIISmouth, 
in “ whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
“ ledge t Let me promise myself a communication of 
your thoughts, as I have freely transmitted a specimen of 
mine; rendering me, by this intercourse, your more oblig¬ 
ed, though it is scarce possible for me to be, more than I 
already am, 

' Your affectionate 

THERON. 



Ss 


• Should the reader dehre to this lubjeft, more largely opened, and more fully ini- 
provttd, I would lelcr him to** Coiucuiplaiions on the Ocean”, lately publiftied, by my 0 
and pious friend Mr. PtARSALL.' 
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P. S. Monsieur Pascal, who was remarkably fond oi 
brevity, makes an odd excuse for transgressing, on a par¬ 
ticular occasion, his favourite rule. ^ He intreats his friend 
to pardon the unusual length of his epistle, by assuring 
him, that he had not time to niake it shorter,—I cannot, it 
must be confessed, adopt this philosopher’s apology. For^ 
I have purposely lengthened my letter, with a view of sei- 
ing in ihSs one circumstance, a pattern for my Aspasio^ . 
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